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Cambridge International 
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Th e Cambridge International Corpus is a vast database of over one billion words of 
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conversations, radio and television. It has been built up by Cambridge University 
Press over the last ten years and continues to grow. It includes written and spoken 
English, and both British and American English, which means we can analyse the 
diff erences and produce books based on either variety of English.

Th e Cambridge International Corpus gives us a representative picture of how the 
language is used and because it is real English, Cambridge ELT materials developed 
with the corpus teach English as it is really being used today.

Th e Cambridge Learner Corpus is a unique collection of over 30 million words 
written by students taking Cambridge ESOL exams all over the world. It forms part 
of the Cambridge International Corpus, and has been developed by Cambridge 
University Press and Cambridge ESOL. 

In addition, Cambridge University Press has developed a unique system called ‘error 
coding’ for highlighting the mistakes made by students in these exam scripts. Th is 
system is used in the Cambridge Learner Corpus to identify which words, grammar 
patterns, or language structures cause the most problems for students learning 
English. Th is ‘error coding’ system shows us, for example, typical mistakes made by 
Brazilian students at CAE level or by Italian students at PET level. Th is means that 
Cambridge books can highlight the most frequently made mistakes and give students 
extra help in avoiding them.

Th e information derived from the Cambridge Learner Corpus is used in a wide range 
of Cambridge ELT books to ensure that areas of English that students fi nd diffi  cult are 
fully covered.
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