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Series Editors’ note

This volume, the nineteenth in the Studies in Language Testing series, is dedi-
cated to the memory of Dr Peter Hargreaves. Peter was appointed Chief
Executive of Cambridge ESOL (known at that time as the UCLES EFL
Division) in 1988; he saw its ESOL and Teacher Education Examinations
and their validation and administrative services develop and grow during the
14 years he was in charge until his untimely death in January 2003. Among
his many contributions to Cambridge ESOL, he encouraged the introduc-
tion of this series of language testing volumes in the early 1990s. Peter was
involved with the development of IELTS from its very early stages while
working with the British Council as a senior evaluation consultant and he
continued this involvement for his whole time with Cambridge ESOL con-
tributing greatly to the success of IELTS. 

IELTS has developed over the years in line with theoretical and technical
developments in assessment. Lynda Taylor’s general introduction to this
volume is a very useful guide for those who wish to learn about the begin-
nings of IELTS, its subsequent development and its recent changes, particu-
larly in the Speaking and Writing components of the examination.

Since 1995, the IELTS partnership has provided funding for research into
various aspects of IELTS, in particular its Speaking and Writing compo-
nents. IDP Education Australia Limited (IDP) has to date published several
volumes of the IDP-commissioned reports. This volume in the Studies in
Language Testing series includes a selection of British Council as well as IDP-
commissioned work. As the process of publishing hard copy takes time,
often resulting in delays, it is our intention, in future, to publish more of the
commissioned research studies in a web-based format. This will put recent
and relevant research into the public domain more quickly, and so allow
access to studies much earlier than hitherto. 

The 10 studies published here provide insights into issues that were in the
thoughts of those involved in the development and revision of IELTS in the
late 1990s and the first half of this decade. An important rationale for this
volume is to illustrate how applied research into specific issues contributed to
the evolution of IELTS over this period. As such, the reader’s attention will be
drawn to Lynda Taylor’s two chapters (5 and 12), which discuss the impact
that these particular studies had on IELTS revisions. Issues investigated in
Part 1 are: interviewer style and candidate performance in the IELTS oral inter-
view (Brown and Hill); the role of gender in the IELTS oral interview
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(O’Loughlin); the rating process in the IELTS oral interview (Brown); examiner
attitudes and behaviour in the IELTS oral interview (Merrylees and McDowell).

The effects of interviewer style on candidate performance has been the
focus of many studies in recent years. Likewise, the role of gender in assess-
ment has become well-established over the past 10 years as an issue for dis-
cussion in assessment circles ever since attention began to focus on ethical
matters. The rating process is a regular topic in direct tests of language pro-
duction and surveys of examiner attitudes are always of value. What is of
particular interest in this volume is that all the studies were commissioned
specifically for IELTS performance tests.

Part 2 contains the six chapters focusing on various issues in writing
assessment: authenticity in Task 2 of the IELTS Academic Module Writing
test (Moore and Morton); linguistic analysis of Chinese and Greek L1 scripts
for IELTS Academic Writing Task 2 (Mayor et al); corpus-based investigation
of linguistic responses to an IELTS Academic Writing task (Kennedy and
Thorp); task design in Academic Writing prompts (O’Loughlin and
Wigglesworth); standardisation-training on rater-judgements for the IELTS
Writing Module (Furneaux and Rignall); bias analysis feedback to raters for
the IELTS Writing Module (O’Sullivan and Rignall).

Once again, it is clear that the issues of authenticity, linguistic analyses of
writing performance, the training of raters of writing, task design in writing
prompts and feedback to raters of the IELTS Writing Module are all impor-
tant topics. As Lynda Taylor shows in her chapter on the impact of these
studies on the revisions to the Writing component of IELTS, all of these
studies had either a direct influence on the revision process itself or provided
evidence on which to base informed decisions.

A further component has been added at the end of each chapter which
provides a commentary on the research methodology employed in each of
the 10 research studies. These commentary sections are specifically designed
to assist new/young researchers who are interested in research on assessment
and assessment instruments. They were trialled with new researchers at the
2005 ALTE Conference in Berlin and were found to be helpful in stimulating
questions about topics such as the formulation of research questions, the
design of questionnaire-based surveys and the selection of appropriate
research methodologies.

The general introduction to the volume along with Lynda Taylor’s chap-
ters on the impact of these studies on the work of IELTS and Peter Falvey’s
comments on the research methodology used in each study will be, we hope,
a valuable contribution to the assessment community, not only for those who
are already assessment professionals but particularly for new and recently-
joining members of the community.

Michael Milanovic
Cyril Weir
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