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Series editors’ preface

Whereas it is commonplace to talk of English as the language of global-
ization and international communication, it is appropriate to recognize
that it is written English that is the predominant medium for much of
this discourse. Second language writing skills play an increasingly im-
portant role today in the lives of professionals in almost every field and
discipline, creating a challenge to those responsible for the teaching of
second language writing. The growing body of research by scholars in
the field of second language writing instruction reflects an international
response to this phenomenon, much of the results of which are reflected
in the present volume.

Exploring the Dynamics of Second Language Writing is a timely col-
lection of original papers surveying theory, research, and practice in the
teaching of second language writing. Each of the chapters provides a
useful overview of a key topic in second language writing, identifying
the major theoretical issues, surveying research findings, and exploring
applications to second language teaching.

The book is based on several assumptions:

e The field of second language (L2) writing is an autonomous disci-
pline, though one that draws on a number of related fields, including
composition studies, rhetoric, contrastive rhetoric, text linguistics, and
genre theory.

e There is a demand today for teachers with a high level of pedagogi-
cal understanding and expertise in the different aspects of writing in-
struction, from curriculum development, to classroom pedagogy, to
assessment.

o If teachers, teacher educators, and language teaching professionals are
to keep abreast of ideas and developments in this rapidly expanding
field, they need access to information on current research theory and
practice. Language programs around the world require instructors who
can assist international students to meet the complex academic writing
demands of a wide range of disciplines.

¢ The teaching of writing is based on an understanding of the nature of
texts, cognitive processes, learners, participants, and learning contexts;
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xvi  Series Editors’ Preface

and a variety of different research approaches are needed to explore
these variables.

These themes are reflected throughout this book, which draws on
theory and research to examine pedagogical issues and to provide a basis
for the development of courses in L2 writing. The contributors show
how the field has developed in the last 40 years, explain the shifts in
theoretical perspectives and teaching approaches that have marked its
development, and suggest directions for future research. The book will
thus prove an invaluable resource for teachers in preparation, as well as
for experienced teachers, researchers on L2 writing, and curriculum and
materials developers.

Michael H. Long
Jack C. Richards
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