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Series editors’ preface

This book in the Cambridge Language Assessment Series is both
timely and authoritative. It is timely because, after many years of
neglect, the study of vocabulary in applied linguistics is now flour-
ishing. Research on vocabulary has made a significant contribution to
this development and will assume greater importance as researchers
and practitioners recognise the need for a stronger theoretical foun-
dation for their work and for more sophisticated ways of measuring
vocabulary knowledge and use.

It is also authoritative because it is written by a scholar who has
devoted many years to the study of vocabulary in the context of
second and foreign language learning, teaching and assessment. John
Read is at the forefront of recent work in the area, and in this book
provides us with an in-depth consideration of how the results of
empirical research and thoughtful scholarship can be applied to as-
sessment. The book is unique in bringing together the most important
empirical research in this area for reference by test developers and
classroom teachers. This reflects the fact that Read is not only a
researcher on vocabulary assessment but also a language teacher
familiar with the challenges faced by students acquiring vocabulary in
a second language as well as by their teachers in assessing what the
learners have acquired.

Having established what is known about vocabulary knowledge and
use, and how this might be measured, Read then deals at length with
the implications for vocabulary assessment.

He presents a framework that expands the traditional concept of a
vocabulary test to cover a range of procedures for assessing the voca-
bulary knowledge of second language learners. These procedures can
be useful for addressing practical assessment needs as well as pro-
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viding tools for conducting research into the lexical dimension of
language.

Finally, Read looks forward, taking us beyond current research and
concerns, and speculates on new directions in vocabulary assessment,
in particular the contribution of computerised corpus analysis. Just as
Read’s research has already influenced the field of vocabulary studies,
it is likely that this final chapter on future directions will itself, in the
years to come, influence the work of language testers, practitioners
and researchers alike.

Like other volumes in the series, it is practical in focus, addressing
those issues which concern teachers, researchers and test developers.
At the same time, it also takes account of what is known about
relevant aspects of language, from the point of view of both language
teaching, and research in language education and applied linguistics.

It skilfully incorporates practical advice to teachers and item
writers, clear and constructive criticism of existing tests and words of
caution to those who believe that it is a simple matter to devise tasks
that require learners to ‘write a sentence that shows you know the
meaning of the word’. Read’s book epitomises what we as series
editors are trying to achieve: integrate theory and research in applied
linguistics into language assessment, for the benefit of the test devel-
oper and the classroom teacher.

J. Charles Alderson
Lyle F. Bachman
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