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Preface

Discourse and Language Education was originally one of four manuals pre-
pared for an introductory course in linguistics at the University of California,
Los Angeles. Gathering material for that course was a cooperative endeavor
involving myself, my teaching assistants, and my students. Over time, a sep-
arate class in discourse analysis was added to the UCLA curriculum, and Dss-
course and Language Education became a separate course book with its own
independent organization.

Given this history, there are many people — all the collaborators who
offered data and analyses — to thank. Their names are given in the text along
with their examples. Special thanks go to Charlotte Basham, Joanna Brunak,
Sara Cushing, Carla Eardley, Margaret Early, Eleanor Fain, Vanessa Flashner
Wenzell, William Gaskill, Barbara Hawkins, James Heaton, Karen Hribar,
Thom Hudson, Marilyn Hulquist, Larry Hunt, Tom Kaiser, DeYoung Lee,
Dan Lennon, Linda Ronkin, Christine Salica, Robin Scarcella, and Nora Vil-
loria for allowing me to use examples from their unpublished work.

I especially want to thank Vanessa Flashner Wenzell. As a teacher of intro-
duction to linguistics and introduction to discourse analysis classes, she has
had a substantial impact on this project. Palmer Acheson, Barbara Hawkins,
Gabriele Kasper, Anne Lazaraton, and Teresa Pica have made numerous sug-
gestions on ways to improve this book, all of which are acknowledged with
appreciation.

Ellen Shaw and Suzette André of Cambridge University Press provided
encouragement and assistance. Their suggestions were offered in the spirit of
collaboration and improved the text immensely. The index was provided by
Diane Avis of Hatch & Henessey. I appreciate her assistance and accuracy.
The errors that remain are mine alone.
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