
Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-67769-2 – Measured Constructs
Cyril J. Weir Ivana Vidaković and Evelina D. Galaczi
Table of Contents
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

vii

Contents

Abbreviations x
Acknowledgements xiv
Series Editors’ note xvi

1  An overview of the infl uences on English language testing in the 
United Kingdom 1913–2012 1

 Cyril J Weir
   Introduction 1
   The Certifi cate of Profi ciency in English (CPE) 1913: A hybrid 

creation from legacies of the past 14
  1921–70: The oral–structural–situational era 25
   The issue of scoring validity 1913–1970: Diff erent gods, diff erent 

mountain tops 50
  1971–2012: The communicative era 66

2 The measurement of reading ability 1913–2012 103
 Cyril J Weir
  Introduction 103
  Reading aloud and reading silently 104
  Reading tests in the 20th century 109
   Examining reading: An analysis of Cambridge English Reading 

test tasks 1913–2012 112
  Present day constructs 172

3 The measurement of writing ability 1913–2012 180
 Cyril J Weir
  Introduction: Direct versus indirect tests of writing 180
  From spoken to written tests in the 19th century 182
   The teaching and testing of writing in the United Kingdom 

in the 19th century 185
  The nature of English language writing tests in the 20th century 189
   Scoring validity in the United Kingdom: The marking of writing 

in the late 19th and 20th centuries 195
   Scoring validity at Cambridge: The marking of writing 

1913–2012 205

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107677692
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-67769-2 – Measured Constructs
Cyril J. Weir Ivana Vidaković and Evelina D. Galaczi
Table of Contents
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Measured Constructs

viii

   Examining writing: An analysis of Cambridge English Writing 
tasks 1913–2012 215

  Present day constructs 248

4 The measurement of speaking ability 1913–2012 257
 Ivana Vidaković and Evelina D Galaczi
  Introduction 257
  Tests with no speaking component 259
  Indirect speaking test formats 262
  Direct speaking test formats 263
   Paired and group speaking tests: Towards a more interactional 

approach 274
  Semi- direct speaking test formats 279
   Examining speaking: An analysis of Cambridge English 

Speaking tasks 1913–2012 284
  Context and cognitive task demands 293
  Present day constructs 316
   Scoring validity parameters: Assessment criteria and scales, 

marking standards and examiner standardisation 324

5 The measurement of listening ability 1913–2012 347
 Cyril J Weir and Ivana Vidaković
  Listening: The neglected language skill 347
  Listening tests in the 20th century 350
   Dictation: listening as language transcription 350
   Objective methods for testing listening at the decoding level 355
   Towards meaning construction: The communicative era 360
   Examining listening: An analysis of Cambridge English 
   Listening test tasks 1913–2012 366
   A framework for listening test task analysis 366
   Dictation in CPE and LCE: 1913–1974 372
    The Preliminary Test in English (1945): An early test of 

listening 380
   Listening in the LCE: 1970–1974 382
   FCE and CPE Listening: 1975–1983 394
   The 1984 revisions to FCE and CPE Listening 401
   CAE (1991–) 410
  Present day constructs 414

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107677692
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-67769-2 – Measured Constructs
Cyril J. Weir Ivana Vidaković and Evelina D. Galaczi
Table of Contents
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Contents

ix

6 Conclusions and recommendations 420
 Cyril J Weir
  A 100- year journey 420
   2012: Construct validity in contemporary Cambridge ESOL 

examinations 426

Appendices
Appendix A CPE 1913, LCE 1939 and CAE 1991 papers 445
Appendix B  Case study: A quantitative analysis of the context 

validity of the CPE reading passages used in translation 
tasks (1913–88), summary tasks (1930–2010) and 
comprehension question (MCQ/SAQ) tasks (1940–2010) 472

 Cyril J Weir
Appendix C  Some problems of oral examinations in modern 

languages: An experimental approach based on the 
Cambridge Examinations in English for Foreign Students 538

 J O Roach (1945a)
Appendix D Listening Comprehension papers and tapescripts 584

References 595
Author index 639
Subject index 647

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107677692
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

