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Author Introduction

In aviation, language is inseparable from safety. Contributing to the enhancement
of safety is the ultimate objective of Flightpath. So, this course is less about
learning English than about learning how to perform communicative tasks in
English effectively in non-routine and unexpected operational situations.

Flightpath is intended to assist pilots and Air Traffic Controller Officers in
reaching and maintaining a robust ICAO Operational Level 4, keeping in mind
that language proficiency is soon eroded over time and considerably reduced in
stressful situations. It has been written not only for initial training, but also with
a view to recurrent training, proficiency enhancement and life-long learning, which
| believe is the only realistic and responsible perspective from which this safety-
critical language proficiency should be viewed.

The Flightpath Student’s Book, with its audio and video material is part of a comprehensive suite

of materials. It is supported by a website at www.cambridge.org/elt/flightpath/ which contains an
extensive aviation glossary and additional articles, case studies and classroom resources. The
accompanying Teacher’s Book is designed for teachers at all levels of experience. Equal attention has
been given in the book’s activities to the needs of pilots, Air Traffic Control Officers, and mixed classes.

ICAO Standard Phraseology is the cornerstone of radiotelephony. Standard phraseology, then, is
widely used in Flightpath for reasons of contextual authenticity and to allow students to practise
the transition between phraseology and plain language. However, the object of this book is not
phraseology, but plain language in an operational context.

| am extremely grateful to Airbus, Air New Zealand, Eurocontrol, the Flight Safety Foundation, ICAO,
Jeppesen and NATS for their kind permission to use their publications, internet and video media, which
make up such a significant part of the content of this book. They have enabled a book to be produced
which | trust is not only consistently relevant for the language skills required by professional flight
crews and controllers, but whose content is of intrinsic value to them.

| am deeply indebted to Elizabeth Mathews, all the other members of the ICAO PRICESG (Proficiency
Requirements in Common English Study Group) and to the Air Navigation Bureau as a whole for their
seminal work in developing an international framework of English language proficiency for pilots and
controllers which will make the skies a safer place.

| would also like to thank all those distinguished subject-matter experts whose remarks and
suggestions have contributed so much to making this a better book. Moreover, my sincere thanks go
out to Caroline Thiriau and Keith Sands, at Cambridge University Press and freelance editors Will Capel
and Ben Gardiner whose friendly advice, expertise and support have been invaluable.

Finally, | dedicate Flightpath to my wife, Jackie, who made it all possible.

Philip Shawcross
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