
CAMBRIDGE
GRAMMAR
OF ENGLISH

A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE
Spoken and Written English

Grammar and Usage

RONALD CARTER
MICHAEL McCARTHY

CAMBRIDGE
GRAMMAR
OF ENGLISH

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-58846-1 - Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive Guide
Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521588464
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


C A M B R I D G E U N I V E R S I T Y P R E S S

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

© Cambridge University Press 2006

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written 
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2006

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

978-0-521-58846-1 Paperback 
978-0-521-58166-0 Hardcover 
978-0-521-67439-3 Paperback and CD ROM 
978-0-521-85767-3 Hardcover and CD ROM 
978-0-521-58845-4 Network CD ROM 

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

3rd printing 2007

Printed in Singapore by Green Giant Press

ISBN

ISBN

ISBN

ISBN

ISBN

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521581660

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-58846-1 - Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive Guide
Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521588464
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


The Authors

Professor Ronald Carter is Professor of Modern English Language in the School 
of English Studies, University of Nottingham. He has published extensively in the
fields of language education, applied linguistics and literary-linguistic studies. 
He is co-author of Exploring Spoken English and Exploring Grammar in Context, 
and co-editor of The Cambridge Guide to Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages for Cambridge ELT.

Professor Michael McCarthy is Emeritus Professor of Applied Linguistics in the
School of English Studies, University of Nottingham. He has also published
extensively on corpora, vocabulary and discourse. He is the co-author of several 
of the Vocabulary in Use titles, Exploring Spoken English and Exploring Grammar
in Context as well as a number of applied linguistics titles for Cambridge ELT.

The Cambridge Grammar Reference Panel

The Cambridge Grammar Reference Panel is a group of eminent and experienced
applied linguists and teachers of English who have collaborated with the publisher
and authors in the development of the Cambridge Grammar of English.

The panel members have contributed to workshops, commented on draft chapters
and generously offered their time, advice and support during various stages of the
project.

Professor Karin Aijmer, Gothenburg University
Dr Franz Andres Morrissey, University of Bern
Dra. Pilar Aguado Giménez, Universidad de Murcia
Dr Jean Hudson, Malmö University
Professor Susan Hunston, University of Birmingham
Dr Anne O’Keeffe, Mary Immaculate College, University of Limerick
Ms Marilyn Lewis, University of Auckland
Mr Keith Mitchell, Edinburgh University
Professor Sophia Papaefthymiou-Lytra, University of Athens
Professor Svetlana Ter-Minasova, Moscow State University
Professor Masanori Toyota, Kansaigaidai University

Ms Geraldine Mark, Project manager, UK

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-58846-1 - Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive Guide
Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521588464
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


To Jane and Jeanne

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-58846-1 - Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive Guide
Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521588464
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgements

AUTHORS’ ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In relation to a huge book such as this one, which has been some seven years in the
writing, many colleagues and other scholars have been influential in our thinking and
have directly or indirectly influenced the content and wording of the grammar as it is
now published. Some names deserve a special expression of our gratitude. 

First and foremost we thank the Cambridge Grammar Reference Panel, whose names
are listed on the preceding page. Without the input and inspiration of the panel, the book
would have lacked much in terms of accuracy, organisation and detail. In particular we
thank Karin Aijmer, Franz Andres Morrissey, Susan Hunston, Marilyn Lewis, Keith
Mitchell and Anne O’Keeffe for their most thorough and meticulously detailed reports on
the various versions of the manuscript and their suggestions, always an improvement on
our attempts, for revision. Special thanks also go to Jean Hudson, who began as our
research assistant for the project and taught us a great deal about searching corpora, and
who later became a member of the Cambridge Grammar Reference Panel in its initial
stages. 

Cambridge University Press has given us outstanding and unfailing support from the
outset. First and foremost, thanks must go to Colin Hayes, Group Director of ELT at the
Press from 1988 to 2003, whose vision and willingness to back this project effectively
started the whole enterprise. It was Colin, along with Jeanne McCarten, to whom we also
owe a huge debt, who saw the significance of developments in corpus linguistics and their
implications for English Language Teaching and, as a result, was prepared to make the
commitment on behalf of CUP to the building of the CANCODE spoken corpus and the
commissioning of this grammar. In its latter phase of development, we have enjoyed
continued support and unstinting commitment from Colin Hayes’ successor, Andrew
Gilfillan, and from our commissioning editor, Alison Sharpe. Alison has steered the
project with immense skill and provided us with inspiration, encouragement and good
advice. The day-to-day running of the project has been expertly managed by Geraldine
Mark, who brought to it her considerable experience as an English language teacher and
ELT editor, along with an unerring instinct for how best to present the grammar. By a
small-world coincidence, Michael McCarthy was first introduced to the complexities and
pleasures of English grammar as a schoolboy by Geraldine’s father, Brian Mark, who
taught English at Saint Illtyd’s College Grammar School, Cardiff, when Michael was a
pupil there. Brian Mark, like his daughter, deserves a special thank-you. 

CUP also supplied us with corpora and expert computational support from Patrick
Gillard, Paul Heacock, Andrew Harley, Ann Fiddes and Dominic Glennon, to all of
whom we say thank you. In the final stages of preparing the bulky manuscript for
publication, we were privileged to have the editorial expertise, vast experience and eagle-
eye of Thérèse Tobin to assist us; Thérèse made invaluable suggestions for clarifying our
sometimes unclear statements. Linda Matthews steered the book through its final stages
of production; she too deserves our thanks, as do Jane Durkin and Alex Priestley for sales
and marketing campaigns. Thanks are also due to Linda Hardcastle for showing such
understanding of a long and complex book in the compilation of the index.

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-58846-1 - Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive Guide
Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521588464
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


A huge amount of background research went into the grammar, and, in addition to
Jean Hudson, who worked as a researcher on the project in its earliest stages, we wish
particularly to thank Svenja Adolphs, Julia Harrison and Jane Evison for their work in
developing the CANCODE spoken corpus and their insightful investigations of it.
Without their support as co-researchers, we would have been overwhelmed by the sheer
volume of data.

Among university colleagues both authors have shared over the years, certain figures
stand out as having profoundly influenced us. John Sinclair was, and remains, the most
important inspiration and mentor for us both; his scholarship is unmatched in its
originality, breadth and depth. He and other colleagues at the universities of Birmingham
and Nottingham have moulded us academically into what we are today; those figures
include Margaret Berry, David Brazil, Malcolm Coulthard, Michael Hoey and Walter
Nash.

Other British-based colleagues and friends who have supported us and given 
us ideas and inspiration over the years include Dave Allan, Michael Baynham, 
Bethan Benwell, Chris Brumfit, Martin Bygate, Lynne Cameron, Joanna Channell,
Caroline Coffin, Guy Cook, Sandra Cornbleet, Justine Coupland, David Crystal, Joan
Cutting, Zoltán Dörnyei, Amorey Gethin, Sarah Grandage, Peter Grundy, Michael
Handford, Martin Hewings, Ann Hewings, Sue Horner, Rebecca Hughes, Howard
Jackson, Martha Jones, Almut Koester, Geoffrey Leech, Michael Lewis, Janet Maybin,
Tony McEnery, Neil Mercer, Ros Mitchell, Louise Mullany, Felicity O’Dell, David Oakey,
Kieran O’Halloran, Antoinette Renouf, John Richmond, Mario Rinvolucri, Paul Roberts,
Norbert Schmitt, Mike Scott, Alison Sealey, Paul Simpson, Roger Smith, Peter
Stockwell, Michael Swan, Paul Thompson, Ivor Timmis, Brian Tomlinson, Alistair West,
Janet White, David Willis, Jane Willis, Alison Wray and Martin Wynne. 

From universities and other institutions overseas, inspiration, ideas and friendly
support came to us from Jens Allwood, Carolina Amador Moreno, Gabriela Appel,
Michael Barlow, Douglas Biber, James Binchy, Anne Burns, Dermot Campbell,
Christopher Candlin, Marianne Celce-Murcia, Wallace Chafe, Angela Chambers, Winnie
Cheng, Margaret Childs, Brian Clancy, Sylvia de Cock, Susan Conrad, Fiona Farr, Tony
Fitzpatrick, Loretta Fung, Sylviane Granger, Carmen Gregori Signes, Michael Halliday,
Kieran Harrington, Ruquiya Hasan, Kent Hill, San San Hnin Tun, Paul Hopper, Ken
Hyland, Yoshihiko Ikegami, Karen Johnson, Celeste Kinginger, James Lantolf, Diane
Larsen-Freeman, Anna Mauranen, Nigel McQuitty, John McRae, Marty Meinardi, Freda
Mishan, Bróna Murphy, David Nunan, Aisling O’Boyle, María Palma Fahey, Aneta
Pavlenko, Scott Payne, Luke Prodromou, Nikoleta Rapti, Randi Reppen, Antonia
Sánchez Macarro, Helen Sandiford, Elana Shohamy, Rita Simpson, Anoma Siriwardena,
Diana Slade, Carol Spöttl, Jeff Stranks, Susan Strauss, Merrill Swain, John Swales, Gerry
Sweeney, Hongyin Tao, Steven Thorne, Elena Tognini-Bonelli, Geoff Tranter, Amy Tsui,
Koen Van Landeghem, Elaine Vaughan, Mary Vaughn, Steve Walsh, Shih-Ping Wang, 
Martin Warren, Linda Waugh, Fiona Wheeler, Geoff Williams, Brent Wolter 
and Xuelian Xu.

Others too many to mention have inspired us with conference papers and published
work, and to all of them we owe a debt of gratitude. Whatever shortcomings remain in
the book, they must rest entirely at our door.

Ronald Carter
Michael McCarthy
Nottingham, 2005

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-58846-1 - Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive Guide
Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521588464
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


PUBLISHERS’ ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Development of this publication has made use of the Cambridge International Corpus
(CIC). The CIC is a computerised database of contemporary spoken and written
English which currently stands at 700 million words. It includes British English,
American English and other varieties of English. It also includes the Cambridge
Learner Corpus, developed in collaboration with the University of Cambridge ESOL
Examinations. Cambridge University Press has built up the CIC to provide evidence
about language use that helps to produce better language teaching materials.

The author and publishers are grateful to the following for permission to reproduce
copyright material. It has not always been possible to identify the source of material
used or to contact the copyright holders and in such cases the publishers would
welcome information from the copyright owners.

Advertisement for Satellite trainers, with the kind permission of Reebok International
Limited; Unilever UK for, ‘I can’t believe it’s not butter’; Nabisco Foods for, ‘Fruitful
from Shredded Wheat’; Kraft Foods for, ‘Enjoy the smooth, silky taste of Creamery
butter’; extracts from the online website of Save the Children Fund, reproduced with
the permission of Save the Children; extracts from The Guardian and The Observer 
© Guardian Newspapers Limited; for extracts from Absolute Truths by Susan
Howatch, The Black Opal by Victoria Holt, The Conviction of Guilt by Lew Matthews,
Codebreaker by Alastair MacNeill, The Devil’s Door by Alastair MacNeill, Dreams of
Innocence by Lisa Appignanesi, Family Blessings by Lavyrle Spencer, Final Resort by
Ian St. James, For the Love of a Stranger by Erin Pizzey, The Glasgow Girls by Francis
Paige, The Open Door by Alan Sillitoe, Rushing to Paradise by J.G.Ballard, Testimonies
by Patrick O’Brian and Walking Back to Happiness by Helen Shapiro, 
© HarperCollins Publishers; for extracts from Desperadoes by Joseph O’Connor,
reproduced by permission of HarperCollins Publishers and Blake Friedmann Literary
Agency © Joseph O’Connor, 1994; for extracts from Lost Children by Maggie Gee by
permission of HarperCollins Publishers and Curtis Brown Group, © Maggie Gee; for
extracts from Yellow Bird by Trudi Pacter, by permission of HarperCollins and the
author; for extracts from An Indecent Act by Maria Barrett, The Ambassador by
Edwina Currie, Dead & Gone by Dorothy Simpson, Siena Summer by Teresa Crane,
Solomon Grundy by Dan Gooch, The Scholar by Courttia Newland and What Treasure
did Next by Gina Davidson, © Little, Brown and Company; for extracts from Two
Gentlemen Sharing by William Corlett by permission of Little, Brown and William
Corlett c/o Caroline Sheldon Literary Agency Limited, © William Corlett, 1997; for
extracts from The Keepers by Pauline Kirk, by permission of Little, Brown and
Company and David Grossman Literary Agency on behalf of the author; for extracts
from Another Kind of Cinderella by Angela Huth, © Angela Huth 1995, reproduced by
permission of Little, Brown and Company, Felicity Bryan Agency and the author; for
extracts from Every Man for Himself by Beryl Bainbridge, by permission of Little,
Brown and Company and Johnson and Alcock on behalf of the author; for extracts
from Like by Ali Smith, by permission of Ali Smith, Xandia Hardie and Little, Brown
and Company; extracts from The Waiting Game by Bernice Rubens are reproduced by
permission of Little, Brown and Company and PFD (www.pfd.co.uk) on behalf of The
Estate of Bernice Rubens; for extracts from Transgressions by Sarah Dunant, by
permission of Little, Brown and Company and Gillon Aitken on behalf of the author;
for extracts from The Angry Mountain by Hammond Innes, Arcadia by Jim Crace,
Carn by Patrick McCabe, and Ever After by Graham Swift, © Macmillan; for extracts

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-58846-1 - Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive Guide
Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521588464
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


from Cast the First Stone by Jane Adams, by permission of Macmillan and the author;
for extracts from A Green Bag Affair by Paul Geddes, Harvey Angell by Diana Hendry,
Flight from the Dark, Lone Wolf 1 by John Denver © The Random House Group Ltd;
for extracts from The Tenancy by Eva Figes by permission of The Random House
Group Ltd and Rogers, Coleridge & White Ltd on behalf of the author; for texts from
Act of Valour by Emma Drummond, Charlotte Street by Juliette Mead, Death Before
Dishonour by Barnaby Williams, Fault Lines by Natasha Cooper, The Keeper by Eileen
MacDonald, Miles & Flora by Hilary Bailey, Mr MacGregor by Alan Titchmarsh,
Sentimental Journey by Juliette Mead and Sour Grapes by Natasha Cooper, © Simon &
Schuster.

Excerpts from the following works are also included:
Emma, Mansfield Park and Northanger Abbey, by Jane Austen; The Tenant of Wildfell
Hall, by Anne Brontë; A Tale of Two Cities, Dombey and Son and Great Expectations,
by Charles Dickens; The Mill on the Floss, by George Eliot; The Mayor of Casterbridge,
Far from the Madding Crowd and Tess of the D’Urbervilles, by Thomas Hardy; Lady
Chatterley’s Lover, by D H Lawrence; Anna Karenina, by Leo Tolstoy; Lord Arthur
Savile’s Crime, by Oscar Wilde; To the Lighthouse, The Waves and Mrs Dalloway, by
Virginia Woolf.

The following are reproduced with permission of Cambridge University Press:
extracts from Behavioural and Cognitive Psychotherapy (2002); Cambridge Advanced
Learners’ Dictionary; Cambridge Encyclopaedia, Crystal; Contemporary European
History, 2001, 10 (3); Environmental Conservation, (2001); Environment and
Development Economics (2002); International Review of Social History, 46 (2001);
Issues in Applied Linguistics, McCarthy; Journal of American Studies, 2001 35 (1):
Journal of Fluid Mechanics, 2002; Journal of Nutrition, 1993; Journal of Social Policy
(2002); Journal of Zoology (2002); Materials Development in Language Teaching,
Tomlinson; More Grammar Games, Rinvolucri and Davis; New Cambridge English
Course, Swan and Walter; New Horizons/Science; Key stage 3 Science, 1995; Review of
International Studies (2001), 27:265–272 Cambridge University Press Copyright © 2001
British International Studies Association; Revolutions, Todd; The Historical Journal
(2001); The Politics of the Picturesque, Copley; Vocabulary, Schmitt and McCarthy.

The following adapted sections are reproduced by permission of Oxford University
Press from Practical English Usage by Michael Swan © Michael Swan 1980-1995:
section on Roman numbers (p. 384); section on notes (p.355); section on a and one
(pp. 385-6); section on singular forms with plural meanings (pp. 386-7); section on
areas (p. 388).

Thanks go to the British National Corpus for extracts from the following works:
A Song Twice Over by Brenda Jagger, Imprint: Fontana Press, 1994; Billion Dollar
Brain by Len Deighton, Imprint: Arrow Books; Chymical Wedding by Lindsay Clarke,
Imprint: Jonathan Cape; The Child Bride by Philippa Wait, Imprint: Robert Hale Ltd;
Daughters of the Moon by Susan Sallis, Imprint: Corgi Books; Frankenstein by Patrick
Nobes, Imprint: OUP, 1994; Green and Pleasant Land by Howard Newby, Imprint:
Wildwood House; House of Cards by Michael Dobbs, Imprint: HarperCollins, 1994;
Jane’s Journey by Jean Bow, Imprint: Hodder & Stoughton Ltd, 1994; Murder Makes
an Entrée by Amy Myers, Imprint: Headline Book Publishing plc, 1994; Nice Work by
David Lodge, Imprint: Secker & Warburg, 1994; Roads that Move by Walter Perrie,
Imprint: Mainstream Publishing Co. Ltd; Sons of Heaven by Terence Strong, Imprint:
Hodder & Stoughton Ltd.

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-58846-1 - Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive Guide
Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521588464
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Introduction to the Cambridge Grammar of English | ix

Contents

Note: the numbers are section numbers, not page numbers.

There are more detailed contents pages at the start of each chapter.

Introduction to the Cambridge Grammar of English 1–4
From word to grammar: an A–Z 5–81

Spoken language
Introduction to grammar and spoken English 82–91
From utterance to discourse 92–103
From discourse to social contexts 104–122

Grammar and discourse
Grammar across turns and sentences 123–139
Grammar and academic English 140–154

Word and phrase classes
Introduction to word classes and phrase classes 155–166

Nouns
The noun phrase 167–175
Nouns and determiners 176–196
Pronouns 197–212

Verbs
Verb phrase 1: structure of verb phrases 213–216
Verb phrase 2: tense and aspect 217–226
Types of verb 227–235

Adjectives and adverbs
Adjectives and adjective phrases 236–241
Adverbs and adverb phrases 242–249

Prepositions and particles
Prepositions and prepositional phrases 250–257

Word formation
Word structure and word formation 258–268

Sentence and clause patterns
Introduction to sentences and clauses 269–280
Verb complementation 281–289
Clause types 290–303
Clause combination 304–318
Adjuncts 319–337

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-58846-1 - Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive Guide
Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521588464
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


x | Introduction to the Cambridge Grammar of English

Cambridge Grammar of English

Time
Present time 338–345
Past time 346–360
Future time 361–376

Notions and functions
Modality 377–407
Speech acts 408–423
Questions 424–433
Negation 434–447
Condition 448–459
Comparison 460–471

Information packaging
Word order and focus 472–475
The passive 476–487
Speech representation 488–502

Appendices
Word clusters and grammar 503–505
Punctuation 506
English spelling 507–511
Numbers 512–525
Referring to the time 526
Units of measurement 527
Nationalities, countries and regions 528
Irregular verbs 529
North American English grammar 530–538

Glossary 539

Bibliography 540

Index 541

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-58846-1 - Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive Guide
Ronald Carter and Michael McCarthy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521588464
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org



