
Snapshot

Aims
• TOEIC® Part 1 practice: picture analysis
•  Vocabulary development: environments / living 

spaces
• Discussion  

The pictures in this section present four different 
environments: rural, urban, industrial and residential, 
which familiarize students with a particular type of 
picture that is often used in Part 1: landscapes, buildings 
and other exterior spaces. Students should identify the 
elements in the picture and describe their positions in 
relation to each other. For exercise A, a list of suggested 
keywords is provided opposite. The photos can also be 
used as a basis for a short discussion after students have 
completed listening exercise B. They can re� ect on how 
the different environments shown in the pictures might 
affect the lifestyles of people living there. Students can 
also compare these environments with the places where 
they live and point out some of the differences.

Picture descriptions
Picture 1
The picture shows an area of farmland where some cattle 
are grazing. In the background, we can see a petroleum 
re� nery with industrial installations and a tower with 
� ames coming out. 

Picture 2
This is a picture of a residential street in Argentina. It 
shows a group of small homes and apartments. The 
houses are built with wood and have three stories. 
The house in the center of the picture has two balconies, 
one above the other.  

Picture 3
The picture is of a city center. In the foreground there is 
an overpass. A multi-lane freeway can be seen passing 
over another freeway. In the background there are high-
rise buildings.

Picture 4
The picture shows a small one-story cottage on the 
coast. The building is isolated and there are no other 
dwellings / habitations nearby. There is very little 
vegetation and the land is not cultivated. 

Answers      
A
Suggested vocabulary

 Picture 1  cattle, � eld, re� nery, farmland, � ame, 
smoke

 Picture 2  house, balcony, window, rooftop, wall, 
story, facade

 Picture 3 skyscraper, freeway, traf� c, vehicle, building

 Picture 4 cottage, coast, coastline, shore, sea, wave
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Unit overview  
Unit components  Focus  TOEIC® practice Duration

Snapshot  Environments and living spaces  Part 1  15–25 mins  

Listening 1  The weather  Part 4  15–25mins  

Grammar Check 1  Indirect speech  Part 6  30–40 mins  

Viewpoint  City limits  Parts 6 / 7  40 mins  

Grammar Check 2  Reporting verbs  Part 3 10–20 mins  

Listening 2   Reporting conversations  Part 3  10–15 mins 

Vocabulary Builder  Idiomatic expressions 2: make and do  Part 6  15–25 mins  

Listening 3  Living spaces for the future: Freedom Ship  Part 2  15–25mins 

Communication  Winds of change    40 mins   

     Total 3 hrs 10–4 hrs 15    
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Target Score

B 
Statement A  inaccurate   
Statement B  accurate 
Statement C  accurate 
Statement D  inaccurate 
Statement E  accurate 
Statement F  inaccurate 
Statement G  inaccurate 
Statement H  accurate 

AUDIOSCRIPT
B
A Palm trees grow along the coast.
B The cottage is by the sea. 
C The freeway runs past the skyscrapers.
D The high-rise buildings are on opposite sides of the 

river.
E Cattle are grazing in a � eld next to the re� nery.
F The farmland is being plowed for planting.
G The laundry is hanging from the balcony.
H The houses are only three stories high.

TOEIC® Tip
This tip focuses on how Part 1 statements are 
sometimes worded to distract attention from the 
correct answer by including statements that are 
partially true. Students should be aware of this and 
should expect to hear potentially confusing statements 
to choose from on this part of the test.

Answers
TOEIC® Tip
Words referred to in different contexts are:
A coast
D high-rise buildings
G laundry, balcony

Listening 1  

Aims
• TOEIC® Part 4 practice: short talks
• Vocabulary development / acquisition
• Discussion  

Exercises A and B provide practice with Part 4 listening 
and introduce the vocabulary related to meteorology 
and weather forecasting. The selection of weather 
symbols presented in B is not exhaustive. You may want 
to add to this by referring to other terms and to other 
adjectives that could be used to talk about weather 
conditions such as:

clear skies
rainy periods
light rain
drizzle
thick fog
mist
light / moderate winds
heavy snow
snowstorms
high / low pressure
high / low temperatures  
warm / cold spell

In exercise C, you may wish to draw attention to the 
following vocabulary items:

prolonged      mild      weather front      weather of� ce 
 gusting  

Point out that temperatures can be referred to in either  
Celsius / Centigrade or Fahrenheit degrees. 

DISCUSSION
This section can be used to activate the vocabulary 
by asking students to talk about the weather in their 
home countries. 

 Extension Activity
You may wish to bring in a selection of weather maps, 
clipped from newspapers (ideally these maps should 
be for different seasons). You can distribute these to 
students in pairs and ask them to prepare a transcript of 
the weather report for a particular region. Alternatively, 
this can be done as a homework assignment.

Answers
B
 2 bright sunshine     
 4 overcast skies     
 1 sunny intervals with scattered showers  
 5 heavy rain     
 6 fog      
 3 thunderstorms     
 9 strong winds     
 7 moderate snowfall    
 8 high pressure     
 10 mild temperatures    
C
Germany / France 5 heavy rain 
the Swiss Alps 7 snow 
London 10 46° 
Western Austria 9 strong winds
Spain and Portugal 8 high pressure
the Mediterranean 2 bright sunshine 
the Black Sea 3 thunderstorms


