
How to teach 
remotely with



Unlock (2nd edition) Reading, Writing and Critical Thinking 
AND Listening, Speaking and Critical Thinking

Here are some suggestions for how you could use the units in the 
Unlock coursebooks and other supplementary materials to support 
your online classes. Ideally you and your students will have access to 
the audio and video files; if you have access to the LMS component of 
Unlock you and your students will find them there. If you do not, please 
contact your local sales representative.

The suggestions are based on a mixed model of remote teaching 
using: 

 > live lessons online

 > discussion forums moderated by the teacher

 > collaborative group tasks without the teacher

 > individual self-access study

They are based on the principle that live lessons give students the 
chance to speak and clarify their doubts. Students can complete other 
tasks such as reading, listening and controlled practice exercises on 
their own and use the classroom to check answers.
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Tools you can use in live 
classes:

S C R E E N - S H A R I N G : C H AT  B O X : B R E A K O U T  R O O M S :

you can share Presentation Plus 
if you have it, images, audio files 
and short video files. 

use for short answers and 
brainstorming, allows for all 
students to participate actively 
at the same time.

virtual rooms for small groups. 
Teachers can enter these rooms 
and monitor the work going on 
in pairs or small groups.

G R E AT  F O R : G R E AT  F O R : G R E AT  F O R :

 > giving instructions

 > setting up tasks

 > presenting grammar or 
vocabulary

 > stimulating discussions. 

 > starting the lesson

 > checking concepts

 > closing the lesson

 > getting feedback.

 > comparing answers after tasks

 > role-plays

 > short discussions.

Two or three short breakout room tasks each lesson help to add variety. To find out more about 
how to set up and manage breakout rooms and other functions in your online class, please 
follow this link: 

https://www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2020/03/16/using-video-conference-platform-
teaching-online/

Tools your students can use for 
tasks outside the classroom

D I S C U S S I O N  F O R U M S : V I D E O  O R  A U D I O 
R E C O R D I N G S :

C O L L A B O R AT I V E 
W R I T I N G  T O O L S :

you can post a short task on any 
discussion forum platform (you 
may have a digital platform at 
your school, you may want to use 
online applications like Moodle 
or Edmodo, you may want to use 
a wiki or a blog or other shared 
online space). 

students can make short video 
recordings on their phones, 
tablets or computers and share 
them with you and/or the whole 
class. 

students can work together 
online to write and edit a 
document using collaborative 
tools, e.g. Google docs. 
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A quick overview 
of the coursebook 
unit structure.
All Unlock units in the Reading, Writing and Critical Thinking 
component are divided up into the same 11 sections, and in the 
Listening, Speaking and Critical Thinking component there are 10 
sections. 

NOTE: the number and type of activities within the sections in an 
Unlock unit will differ between each unit and each level of the course.

R E A D I N G ,  W R I T I N G  A N D 
C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G  ( R W C T )

L I S T E N I N G ,  S P E A K I N G  A N D 
C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G  ( L S C T )

 > Unlock Your Knowledge

 > Watch and Listen

 > Reading 1

 > Reading 2

 > Language Development

 > Critical Thinking

 > Grammar for Writing

 > Academic Writing Skills

 > Writing Task

 > Objectives Review

 > Wordlist

 > Unlock Your Knowledge

 > Watch and Listen

 > Listening 1

 > Language Development

 > Listening 2

 > Critical Thinking

 > Preparation for Speaking

 > Speaking Task

 > Objectives Review

 > Wordlist

For the purposes of this guide, we are suggesting the following lesson 
structures. However, these are just suggestions and you may of course 
choose to teach a unit using a different structure, with more or fewer 
lessons. 

 > Some sections you will want to prioritize for synchronous video-
conferencing classes, while other sections can be set for self-study 
or collaborative asynchronous pairwork or groupwork. How much 
you can cover in your live classrooms depends on your schedule. 

 > You will probably want to plan your schedule unit by unit and use 
the first class of each new unit to explain the workflow to your 
class, setting out deadlines for independent study, and creating 
groups for collaborative tasks.
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R E A D I N G ,  W R I T I N G  A N D  C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Lesson 1 Unlock Your Knowledge and Watch and Listen (video)

Lesson 2 Reading 1

Lesson 3 Reading 2

Lesson 4 Language Development

Lesson 5 Writing – Critical Thinking, Grammar for Writing, Academic Writing Skills 
and Writing Task

READING, WRITING and 
CRITICAL THINKING
Pre-lesson (working alone/at home)

 > Referring to the coursebook, ask students to read the Learning 
Objectives in the box and to check their understanding of the 
six LOs, and in particular the final writing task. Prepare for any 
questions they may have.

UNIT 1

14 UNIT 1

Watch and listen
watch and understand a video about people who catch 
fi sh in different countries.

Reading skill preview a text.

Critical thinking collect information.

Grammar
use nouns and verbs; use subject pronouns; use the 
verb be; use possessive adjectives.

Academic writing skill write simple sentences.

Writing task write a profi le.

IN THIS UNIT YOU WILL …LEARNING OBJECTIVES

 > Then students look at the images on the opening double-page 
spread and brainstorm answers to the Unlock Your Knowledge 
questions. 

 YOUR KNOWLEDGE
Ask and answer the questions with a partner.

1  What is your name?

2  Where do you live?

3  Do you have a job? What do you do?

4  Do you study? What do you study?

UNIT 1

PEOPLE 15

PEOPLE

 > Students may share their thoughts with each other (using whichever applications or platforms 
they have available) and do additional practice using the Cambridge Pocket App.

 > NOTE – depending on technology available, you could ask students to preview the video either 
using the Cambridge Pocket App or on the CLMS.
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Lesson 1: Unlock your Knowledge and Watch and Listen

 > Pre-lesson work. Check all the pre-lesson work, either orally or via the chat box. This allows all 
the students to settle into the class and participate at the same time. You can call on individual 
students to expand on their answers and do this with five or six students before moving on. 

 > Watch and Listen. Breakout rooms: Divide your class into groups with a spokesperson for each 
group, and send them to the breakout rooms. 

 > Ask the groups to complete the Preparing to Watch task/s in the 
breakout rooms, and remind students to look at the Glossary of 
words for help.

WATCH AND LISTEN

PREPARING TO WATCH
1  Work with a partner and answer the questions.

1 What do you like to eat? How often do you eat fish?
2 Think about people who live by the sea. What jobs do they have? 

What do they do in their free time?
3 Where can you buy or eat fish?

2  Match the sentences (1–4) with the pictures from the video.

1 The fishing boat is on the sea.
2 The fisherman is smiling.
3 They are fishing from a bridge.
4 They are eating fish in a restaurant.

GLOSSARY

coast (n) the land close to the sea

net (n) a thin kind of cloth for fishing

population (n) all the people who live in a country

relax (v) to become happy and comfortable

fishing rod (n) a long piece of wood that is used for fishing

WHILE WATCHING
3   Watch the video. Tick (✔) the information that you hear.

 1 Fish is a healthy food.
 2 Fishing is a difficult job.
 3 Fishing is a popular sport all over the world.
 4 For some people, fishing is a job.
 5 Fish and chips is popular in the UK.
 6 Fishing is a good way to relax with friends.

ACTIVATING YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

PREDICTING 
CONTENT USING 
VISUALS

UNDERSTANDING 
MAIN IDEAS

16 UNIT 1

 > Allow sufficient time for the task, and visit each of the breakout rooms to monitor the task and 
help where necessary. 

 > Referring again to the coursebook, students review the While Watching task/s. Then play the 
video (or students can watch it on the Cambridge Pocket App) and students work individually 
to complete the task/s. 

 > After watching and completing the tasks, in the main virtual classroom, ask individual students 
to write their answers in the chat box.

 > Discussion. Breakout rooms: Once again divide the class into 
groups with a spokesperson for each one, and send them to 
breakout rooms. 

4   Watch again. Circle the words you hear.

1 We eat 100,000 kilograms / tonnes of fish every year.
2 Most fishing boats are small / slow.
3 The fishermen in India use fishing rods / nets to catch their fish.
4 There are more than 10,000 / 100,000 fish and chip shops in the UK.

5  Tick (✔) the true statements from the video.

 1 Fishermen are catching more fish today than in the past.
 2 Most fishing boats have only one fisherman on them.
 3 Most of the people on the bridge are fishing for fun, not as their job.
 4 You can find a fish and chip shop in many towns in the UK.
 5 There are different ways to catch fish.
 6 Most fishing boats are big.

DISCUSSION
6  Work with a partner and answer the questions.

1 Do you think fishing is an easy or hard job? Explain your answer.
2 Would you like to live in a village or town near the sea?  

Why / Why not?
3 Do you think fishing is a good job for a man or a woman?  

Why / Why not?

UNDERSTANDING 
DETAIL

MAKING INFERENCES

WATCH AND LISTEN  17

 > Students complete the Discussion task/s, and then call on each spokesperson to move to a 
different breakout room to collect information from the new group, and then take it back to 
their own group. Remember to monitor each breakout room to ensure students stay on task.

 > Finally, get each group to write feedback notes in the chat box

 > As an alternative, you could moderate a discussion forum on the CLMS or other platform, 
where students write something related to the unit topic and the Unlock Your Knowledge 
questions. Students can respond to what others have written as and when they feel they have 
something to say, and can add questions of their own for others to answer.

 > Look ahead to the next lesson (Reading 1) and ask students to firstly complete the Preparing 
to Read task/s in their coursebooks for homework.
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Lesson 2: Reading 1

 > Review the students’ homework answers to the Preparing to Read 
task/s. There are many ways of doing this and you will probably 
want to vary them from class to class. For example, you can ask 
students to type some answers in the chat box;  or read out 
answers or show them on the screen and ask them to check their 
answers; or ask them to write the answers on the screen in a Word 
document you have created shared via screen-sharing. 

READING 1

PREPARING TO READ

SK
IL

LS

Previewing a text
Previewing means looking at a text before you read it. When you preview a 
text, look at the text and think about these questions:

1 Are there photos?
2 What is in the photos?
3 What is the title of the text?
4 Where is the text from? (a book? a magazine? a website?)

1  Look at the photo and the text on page 19. Ask and answer the questions 
with a partner.

1 What do you think the text is about?
2 What is a profile? Where can you find profiles?
3 Look at the photo. Who do you think Moeen Ali is?

2  You are going to read a profile of a famous cricket player. Read the words 
and examples in the table. Then write the bold words from the table in 
the sentences (1–6) below.

words examples

languages Spanish, Urdu, Russian

city New York, Dubai, Tokyo, Istanbul

date of birth 4 May 1998

country Saudi Arabia, the United Kingdom, China, Thailand

job teacher, doctor

hobbies reading, watching football, running

1 London is a very big   in England. Many people live there.
2 I speak three   : Turkish, Arabic and English.
3 Morocco is a   in North Africa. It is close to Algeria and Spain.
4 My   is 7 July 1997.
5 I have a great   . I am a teacher.
6 I have many   . I like running, reading and watching cricket.

PREVIEWING

UNDERSTANDING 
KEY VOCABULARY

18 UNIT 1

READING

 > Check understanding and drill the pronunciation of any vocabulary items. You can do this as a 
whole class or with individual students.

 > Breakout rooms: Check whether the students have all read the reading text for homework. Pair 
or group the students so that there is at least one student who has read the text in each group. 

 > Send them to the breakout rooms to retell the information from the reading text. Allow at least 
five minutes for this. 

 > Ask students in their groups to answer the While Reading task/s. Depending on how much 
time you have available, you could set a different task or tasks for each group. 

 > When you call the students back into the main room you can use a combination of chat box and 
calling out of individual students to check the answers. 

 > For the final Discussion activity, lead this as a whole class activity, and remember again that 
there are additional speaking activities on the Cambridge Pocket App if it appears in Reading 1.

 > You might like to consider running a discussion forum here, as outlined in Lesson 1.

 > Look ahead to the next lesson (Reading 2) and ask students to firstly complete the Preparing 
to Read task/s in their coursebooks for homework.

 > Secondly, students read the text (Reading 2) as preparation for Lesson 3. 

 > You may also want to set further practice from the CLMS Online Workbook. 
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Lesson 3: Reading 2

 > For this lesson you can follow a similar procedure to Lesson 2: Reading 1, but using different 
techniques for grouping and pairing, and for feedback.

 > NOTE - Remember that the text in Reading 2 serves as a model for 
the final writing task.

WHILE READING
3  Read the text and circle the correct words in the profile below.

First name: (1) Sultan / Kösen

Last name: (2) Sultan / Kösen

Country: (3) Turkey / the United States

City: (4) Mardin / New York

Family:  (5) three sisters and one brother / one sister  
and three brothers

Hobby: (6) watching TV / working on a farm

PROFILE

4  Read the text again. Write the correct words from the text in the gaps.

1 Sultan Kösen   from Turkey.
2 He   in Mardin in Turkey.
3 He lives with his   .
4 Sultan   a farmer.
5 His hobby is   TV.
6 Sultan   Turkish and English.

DISCUSSION
5  Work with a partner. Use information from Reading 1 and Reading 2 to 

answer the following questions.

1 Sultan’s life is not easy. Why?
2 What is Moeen interested in? What is Sultan interested in?
3 What can you learn from a profile?
4 Do you like reading profiles? Why / Why not?

SCANNING TO FIND 
INFORMATION

READING FOR DETAIL

SYNTHESIZING

READING 2 23

 > Look ahead to Lesson 4: Language Development. The content will vary from unit to unit and 
level to level in the Unlock series, so you will need to decide which task/s (if any) to set for 
homework.

Lesson 4: Language Development

 > Depending on the Unlock unit and level, you can decide which of the grammar or grammar and 
vocabulary presentation boxes to focus on. 

 > You can use the grammar boxes to help you present the grammar 
and the chat box for students to answer concept checking 
questions. Students may also want to ask you questions. They 
can put their hands up virtually and ask their questions using the 
microphone or type their questions in the chat box. 

nouns verbs

G
RA

M
M

A
R

Singular and plural nouns
Nouns are singular or plural. Singular means one. Plural means more than one.
For most nouns, add -s at the end of the singular form to make the plural form.

singular nouns: Ray has one brother. His brother is a farmer.
plural nouns: Fernando has two brothers. His brothers are farmers.
Some plural nouns have irregular forms:
man ➞ men
woman ➞ women
person ➞ people

3  Read the sentences and circle the correct words.

1 My mother has four sister / sisters.
2 I have only one aunt / aunts.
3 I have a grandfather / grandfathers in Dubai.
4 My grandmother has two son / sons in Scotland.
5 She has five brother / brothers.

4  Read the sentences and write the words from the box in the gaps.

brothers  city  languages  lives  reads sister

1 Moeen Ali   books.
2 Erika is my   . She lives with me.
3 She speaks two   : Arabic and English.
4 I have a sister and three   .
5 My grandfather   in Istanbul.
6 Rio de Janeiro is a big   . My mother works there.

 LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 25

 > Breakout rooms/individual work: You can choose to either divide the class into groups and send 
them to the breakout rooms to complete the grammar practice exercises, or give them time to 
do the exercises on their own in their books. 

 > When they’ve finished, you can show the answers on the screen by sharing a Word document 
in which you have written the correct answers and let the students check their work or you can 
nominate individual students to share their answers. 

 > Depending on how much time you have available, you could give different tasks to different 
pairs/groups, or set some tasks for homework. 

 > Remember that there are additional practice exercises on the Cambridge Pocket App which 
you could set for homework, in particular those that follow on directly from activities in the 
coursebook (indicated by the Smartphone icon)
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Lesson 5: Critical Thinking, Grammar for Writing, Academic Writing Skills and 
Writing Task 

 > NOTE – in the final WRITING section of the Unlock units there are a great many different 
activities focusing on Critical Thinking, Grammar for Writing and Academic Writing Skills. You 
will need to decide which of the activities are the most relevant for different students, and 
which ones need to be done together in the virtual classroom, and which ones students can do 
on their own (or working with each other outside the virtual classroom).

 > Focus on the unit’s writing task, which is highlighted at the start of the Critical Thinking section 
in the coursebook, and check students’ understanding.

 > Engage the students in the Critical Thinking task/s. Use breakout 
rooms and put the students into pairs or small groups to answer 
the questions. 

THE VERB BE

G
RA

M
M

A
R

The verb be has three forms in the present simple: am, is and are. After I, use am. 
After you, we and they, use are. After he, she and it, use is.

singular

subject be

I am

tall. 
a student.

You are

He 
She 
It

is

plural

subject be

We

are
from Turkey. 
students.

You

They

Use not after am / is / are to make negative statements.
I am not from Busan.   He is not tall.    They are not farmers.

Contractions
Use contractions (short forms) in informal writing and in speaking.

singular plural

I am ➞ I’m 
you are ➞ you’re 
he is ➞ he’s 
she is ➞ she’s 
it is ➞ it’s

we are ➞ we’re 
you are ➞ you’re 
they are ➞ they’re

I’m from Riyadh.  She’s from Beijing.  They’re from Cairo.

Negative contractions

singular plural

I am not ➞ I’m not 
you are not ➞ you aren’t / you’re not 
he is not ➞ he isn’t / he’s not 
she is not ➞ she isn’t / she’s not 
it is not ➞ it isn’t / it’s not

we aren’t / we’re not 
you aren’t / you’re not 
they aren’t / they’re not

There are two negative forms.
He is not tall. = He isn’t tall. = He’s not tall.
We are not brothers. = We aren’t brothers. = We’re not brothers.

28 UNIT 1

 > Ask the students to respond to the questions in the coursebook in the chat box. Pick out two 
or three students to expand on their answers. 

 > Grammar for Writing and Academic Writing Skills. Follow the exercises as given in the book, 
allowing sufficient time for students to write the answers for themselves. 

 > Depending on their needs and the time available, you could allocate different tasks to different 
individual or pairs of students. The number of tasks will vary from Unlock unit to unit and level 
to level. 

 > Send the students into breakout rooms to compare and check their answers to the various 
tasks. Encourage them to talk about what they understood and what problems they had. Allow 
sufficient time and remember to visit each breakout room to monitor. 

 > When they’ve finished, check answers with the whole class. Deal with any difficulties or 
questions. 

 > Homework: Writing Task 2  Correct the mistakes in the simple sentences. Check for capital letters 
and full stops. Is there a subject and a verb in the sentence?

1 my name is Gustavo.
  
2 i am from Ecuador
  
3 i 19
  
4 my father’s name Marcus.
  
5 she a teacher
  
6 he has two sons.
  
7 my brother’s name is Paulo.
  
8 is a doctor
  
9 she in Canada
  
 10 Paulo’s hobbies playing with his son and watching TV
  

WRITING TASK

Write a profile of your family.

PLAN
1  Look back at your table in the Critical thinking section on page 26. 

Check your notes and add any new information to your profile, including 
information about your family. Think about:

• your family’s names and ages
•  the languages your family speaks
•  your family’s jobs
•  your family’s hobbies

2  Read the Task checklist on page 34 as you prepare your profile.

WRITING TASK 33
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 > Setting up the individual writing task*: go through the steps with the students and set this as a 
homework task to be completed and shared with you. Allow plenty of time for students to ask 
questions and check the task instructions. 

 > Setting up a collaborative writing task*: Set up the writing groups and give a deadline and a 
word limit for submitting their work. Discuss platforms the students can use to write together 
(e.g. Google docs, any social media instant messaging service, a discussion forum on the 
school’s digital platform).

 > * You may choose to only set one of these two tasks each unit, varying between individual 
and collaborative tasks. Whichever task you choose, remember to refer students to the Revise 
and Edit checklist which appear immediately after the Writing Task, and finally to check their 
learning objectives in the Objective Review on the final page. If students need more practice 
they can go to the CLMS Online Workbook.
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L I S T E N I N G ,  S P E A K I N G  A N D  C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G

Lesson 1 Unlock Your Knowledge and Watch and Listen (video)

Lesson 2 Listening 1 (audio)

Lesson 3 Language Development

Lesson 4 Listening 2 (audio)

Lesson 5 Speaking – Critical Thinking and Preparation for Speaking

Lesson 6 Speaking task

LISTENING, SPEAKING and 
CRITICAL THINKING
Pre-lesson (working alone/at home)

 > Referring to the coursebook, ask students to read the Learning 
Objectives in the box and to check their understanding of the 
six LOs, and in particular the final speaking task. Prepare for any 
questions they may have.

UNIT 1

14 UNIT 1

Watch and listen
watch and understand a video about the Grand Canal 
in Venice.

Listening skills
predict content using visuals; distinguish fact from 
opinion.

Critical thinking decide if ideas are relevant.

Grammar use past simple statements and questions.

Speaking skills
signpost an opinion; organize information for a 
presentation.

Speaking task give a presentation about an interesting place.

IN THIS UNIT YOU WILL …LEARNING OBJECTIVES

 > Then students look at the images on the opening double-page 
spread and brainstorm answers to the Unlock Your Knowledge 
questions. 

 YOUR KNOWLEDGE
Work with a partner. Look at the photo and answer the questions.

1 Do you think the houses in the photo are unusual? Why?

2 Why do people choose to live in unusual homes?

3 Would you prefer to live in a house or an apartment building? Why?

4 What are some of the advantages of living near the sea? 
On a mountain? In a city centre?

UNIT 1

PLACES 15

PLACES

 > Students may share their thoughts with each other (using whichever applications they have 
available) and do additional practice using the Cambridge Pocket App.

 > NOTE – depending on technology available, you could ask students to preview the video either 
using the Cambridge Pocket App or on the CLMS.
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Lesson 1: Unlock your Knowledge and Watch and Listen

 > Pre-lesson work. Check all the pre-lesson work, either orally or via the chat box. This allows all 
the students to settle into the class and participate at the same time. You can call on individual 
students to expand on their answers and do this with five or six students before moving on. 

 > Watch and Listen. Breakout rooms: Divide your class into groups with a spokesperson for each 
group, and send them to the breakout rooms. 

 > Ask the groups to complete the Preparing to Watch task/s in the 
breakout rooms, and remind students to look at the Glossary of 
words for help. PREPARING TO WATCH

1 Work with a partner. Answer the questions.

1 Where is the city of Venice? 
2 What do you know about Venice?
3 Why do tourists like to visit old towns or cities like Venice? 

2 You are going to watch a video about Venice. Look at the photos from 
the video. Work with a partner. Discuss how this city looks different from 
other cities. 

GLOSSARY

canal (n) a river made by people

gondola (n) a narrow boat with a raised point at both ends, used on canals in Venice

man-made (adj) not natural, but made by people

palace (n) a large, important house or building, often where a king or queen lives

stilts (n) long pieces of wood or metal that a building stands on so that it is above the 
ground or water

WHILE WATCHING
3  Watch the video. Write T (true) or F (false) next to the statements. 

Then correct the false statements. 

  1 There are a lot of canals and bridges. 
  2 Most of the islands between the canals are big. 
  3 Today, Venice is important for art and businesses. 
  4 People know Venice as a popular tourist centre. 
  5 The Grand Canal is the smallest canal in Venice. 
  6 The Grand Canal is a man-made river. 
  7 Another name for Venice is ‘The City of Boats’.

ACTIVATING YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

PREDICTING 
CONTENT USING 
VISUALS

UNDERSTANDING 
MAIN IDEAS

WATCH AND LISTEN

16 UNIT 1

 > Allow sufficient time for the task, and visit each of the breakout rooms to monitor the task and 
help where necessary. 

 > Referring again to the coursebook, students review the While Watching task/s. Then play the 
video (or students can watch it on the Cambridge Pocket App) and students work individually 
to complete the task/s. 

 > After watching and completing the tasks, in the main virtual classroom, ask individual students 
to write their answers in the chat box

 > Discussion. Breakout rooms: Once again divide the class into groups with a spokesperson for 
each one, and send them to breakout rooms. 

 > Students complete the Discussion task/s, and then call on each spokesperson to move to a 
different breakout room to collect information from the new group, and then take it back to 
their own group. 

 > Remember to monitor each breakout room to ensure students stay on task.

 > Finally, get each group to write feedback notes in the chat box.

 > As an alternative, you could moderate a discussion forum on the CLMS or other platform, 
where students write something related to the unit topic and the Unlock Your Knowledge 
questions. Students can respond to what others have written as and when they feel they have 
something to say, and can add questions of their own for others to answer.

 > Look ahead to the next lesson (Listening 1) and ask students to complete the Preparing to 
Listen task/s in their coursebooks for homework.

 > You may also want to set further practice from the CLMS Online Workbook. 
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Lesson 2: Listening 1

 > Review the students’ homework answers to the Preparing to 
Listen task/s. There are many ways of doing this and you will 
probably want to vary them from class to class. For example, you 
can ask students to type some answers in the chat box;  or read 
out answers or show them on the screen and ask them to check 
their answers; or ask them to write the answers on the screen in a 
Word document you have created, shared via screen-sharing. 

LISTENING 1

PREPARING TO LISTEN
1 Read the sentences (1–8). Then write the correct form of the words in bold 

next to the definitions (a–h).

1 Look at the pictures. Do you recognize any of the places? Where  
are they?

2 Some of these places are very strange. They are not like other places.
3 The capital of the United Kingdom is London. The Prime Minister  

lives there.
4 These ancient buildings are more than 1,000 years old.
5 Mountains have a lot of rocks on them. They make it difficult to walk.
6 Kara lives in a small apartment in Tokyo. It’s in a big building.
7 We have to drive over the bridge to get to the island.
8 Lisa found a large cave in the mountain. It was very dark and  

cold inside.

a    (adj) different from the usual or normal; unusual or  
not expected

b    (n) something built over a river or road that lets people, 

cars or trains go across
c    (n) a hard piece of the material that the Earth is made of
d    (v) to know something because you have seen it before
e    (n) a large hole in the side of a mountain or under  

the ground
f    (adj) from a long time ago; very old
g    (n) a room or set of rooms in a building for someone  

to live in
h    (n) the most important city in a country or state,  

where the government is

SK
IL

LS

Predicting content using visuals
Before you listen, look quickly at the photos related to the listening. Think of 
important or ‘key’ words to talk about the photos. Think about the size, shape 
or place of things in each photo. This helps you understand more about the 
topic when you listen.

UNDERSTANDING 
KEY VOCABULARY

18 UNIT 1

LISTENING

 > Check understanding and drill the pronunciation of any homework vocabulary items. You can 
do this as a whole class or with individual students.

 > Pronunciation for Listening (if there is a sub-section in the unit you 
are teaching): Depending on the technology you have available 
you could: (a) read the audioscript aloud, (b) play the audio, (c) ask 
students to listen on the Cambridge Pocket App, and students 
complete the tasks.

PRONUNCIATION FOR LISTENING

SK
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Vowel sounds /eɪ/, /ɒ/, /ɪ/, /ʌ/
Pronunciation is just as important for listening as it is for speaking. When 
you improve your English pronunciation, you also improve your ability to 
understand others when you are listening.

 1.1 Listen to each of the words below. Notice the different vowel sounds  
in each word.

/eɪ/ place /ɒ/ hot /ɪ/ quick /ʌ/ up

4 Work with a partner. Say the words from the table below and notice the 
underlined sound. Write the words from Exercise 3 in the table.

/eɪ/ /ɒ/ /ɪ/ /ʌ/
place hot quick up

5 Write the words from the box below in the table in Exercise 4.

built  hun-dreds  long  say  un-der

6 Work with a partner. Take turns reading aloud different words from the 
lists below. Your partner should listen carefully and tell you which word 
you said.

Student A: Cut.
Student B: You said ‘cut’. Number 2. List D.

 A B C D
1 hate hot hit hut
2 Kate cot kit cut

20 UNIT 1

 > Send students to breakout rooms for any tasks that require them to work with a partner. 

 > In the virtual classroom, ask students to read the While Listening task/s. Depending on the 
technology you have available you could: (a) read the audioscript aloud, (b) play the audio, (c) 
ask students to listen on the CPA, and students complete the tasks 

 > You can use a combination of chat box and calling out of individual students to check the 
answers. 

 > For the final Discussion activity, lead this as a whole class activity. There is also a Pocket activity 
in this Discussion activity which you can set for students by way of extension.

 > Alternatively you could moderate a discussion forum, as outlined in Lesson 1.
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Lesson 3: Language Development

 > Depending on the Unlock unit and level, you can decide which of the grammar or grammar and 
vocabulary presentation boxes to focus on. 

 > You can use the grammar and/or vocabulary boxes to help you present the grammar and 
the chat box for students to answer concept checking questions. Students may also want 
to ask you questions. They can put their hands up virtually and ask their questions using the 
microphone or type their questions in the chat box. 

 > Breakout rooms/individual work: You can choose to either divide the class into groups and send 
them to the breakout rooms to complete the grammar practice exercises, or give them time to 
do the exercises on their own in their books. 

 > When they’ve finished, you can show the answers on the screen by 
sharing a Word document in which you have written the correct 
answers and let the students check their work or you can nominate 
individual students to share their answers. 

2 Write the past simple verbs from Exercise 1 in the table.

regular (add -ed / -d) irregular

changed went

3 Work with a partner. Choose one of the topics below to discuss.

1 Talk about a home you used to live in. 
2 Talk about buildings you saw on your last holiday.

G
RA

M
M

A
R

Past simple questions
For Yes / No questions in the past simple, use Did + subject + infinitive for 
all persons (I, you, we, they, he, she, it).

Did they build a new bridge last year?
Did you live in Dubai for a long time?
For information questions, use a Wh- word (Where, When, Why, etc.) + did + 
subject + infinitive.

Where did he go?
When did they build their house?
Why did he move to Cairo?

4 Complete the questions with the words in brackets. Use the past simple.

1 Where   (you / live) when you were a child?
2 When   (you / start) living in your home?
3   (you / know) the people who lived near you 

when you were a child?
4 Why   (you / move) to your home?
5   (you / like) the place you lived as a child?

5 Answer the questions in Exercise 4. Write full sentences.

1  
2  
3  
4  
5  

6 Work with a partner. Ask and answer the questions in Exercise 4.

 LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 23

 > Depending on how much time you have available, you could give different tasks to different 
pairs/groups, or set some tasks for homework. 

 > Remember that there are additional practice exercises on the Cambridge Pocket App which 
you could set for homework.

Lesson 4: Listening 2

 > For this lesson you can follow a similar procedure to Lesson 2: 
Listening 1, but using different techniques for grouping and pairing, 
and for feedback. Note that in Listening 2 there is a Pocket activity 
for vocabulary which students can do after completing the activity 
in the book.

POST-LISTENING
7 Look at the signal words and phrases for fact and opinion in Exercise 5. 

Which tense is often used to give facts?

8 The signal words and phrases from Exercise 5 tell you if the information 
is a general fact or the opinion of the speaker. Add the phrases to the 
grouping diagrams below.

FACT

OPINION

Obviously …

I think …

LISTENING 2 27

 > NOTE - Remember that the text in Listening 2 serves as a model for the final speaking task.

 > Look ahead to Lesson 5: Speaking. The content will vary from unit to unit and level to level in the 
Unlock series, so will you need to decide which task/s (if any) to set for homework
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Lesson 5: Speaking - Critical Thinking and Preparation for Speaking

 > Focus on the unit’s speaking task, which is highlighted at the start of the Critical Thinking 
section in the coursebook, and check students’ understanding.

 > Engage the students in the Critical Thinking task/s. Use breakout 
rooms and put the students into pairs or small groups to answer 
the questions. 

CRITICAL THINKING

At the end of this unit you are going to do the speaking task below.

Give a presentation about an interesting place. Present factual 
information and give your opinion about the place you choose.

SK
IL
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Deciding if ideas are relevant
Do not try to use all the notes you make when you are looking for 
information. Some ideas might not be connected to your main idea. Choose 
information that is connected to the main point of your presentation. This 
helps listeners to understand and follow your ideas.

1 Imagine you are going to describe Stanley Park in Vancouver to your 
class. Read the facts below and choose seven which you think are most 
connected to the topic.

Facts about Stanley Park in Vancouver, Canada
  a The park is open for fewer hours on a holiday. 
  b Stanley Park gets about eight million visitors every year. 
  c You can enjoy nature, history, art and many events in the park. 
  d The park is named after Lord Frederick Stanley, the Governor 

General of Canada in 1888.
  e Many kinds of birds live in the park, but some live there only 

part of the year.
  f The park opened in 1888. It is more than 125 years old.
  g Vancouver takes good care of the park so people can enjoy it 

for many years.
  h In 1938, the park stopped hiring swimsuits to people at the park.
  i Stanley Park is the third largest urban park in North America.  

It is 4 km2.
  j Vancouver spends money to make it easier for everyone to walk 

and cycle in the park.

2 Compare your answers with a partner. Discuss your reasons for your 
answers and agree on seven facts.

3 Put the facts 1–7 in order, where 1 is the most relevant to the topic and 
7 is the least relevant.

4 Choose an interesting place you know. Try to think of a place that other 
people might not know very well.

EVALUATE

APPLY

CRITICAL THINKING 29

SPEAKING

 > Ask the students to respond to the questions in the coursebook in the chat box. Pick out two 
or three students to expand on their answers. 

 > In many units and levels there are graphic organisers (eg, charts, diagrams, etc) for students to 
complete. These could be screen shared using a Word document.

 > Preparation for Speaking. Follow the exercises as given in the 
book, allowing sufficient time for students to write the answers for 
themselves. 

PREPARATION FOR SPEAKING

SIGNPOSTING AN OPINION

SK
IL

LS

When you give your opinion, it is useful to start your sentence with a word or 
phrase that lets listeners know right away that you are giving your opinion and 
not stating a fact. It gets them ready to listen for what is coming next. It also 
helps them think about your opinion and if they agree or not.

I personally feel that most people would enjoy Vancouver.
It seems to me that a lot of people agree with this idea.
In my opinion, being close to nature and having a healthy city are worth 
paying a little more money for.

1 Work with a partner. Take turns talking about a town or city using the 
topic suggestions in the box below. Use signal words and phrases and 
ask follow-up questions.

parks in a town or city  traffic in a town or city  
 things to do in a town or city

Student A: In my opinion, the traffic is really bad.
Student B: Why is the traffic bad?
Student A: I think it’s because a lot of people live there, but there 
are only a few main roads. They’re all really small, too.

ORGANIZING INFORMATION FOR A PRESENTATION
2 When you present information, it is important to organize what you say 

into different topics so the listener can easily follow your ideas. Match 
the topics (1–4) to the sentences (a–d).

1 general fact
2 positives
3 negatives
4 summary

a Parks give people places to walk, so they are healthier.
b Having a lot of parks means there is less space to build 

houses.
c Life in Vancouver has more positives than negatives.
d Europeans came to live in Vancouver in the 1800s.

PREPARATION FOR SPEAKING 31

 > Depending on their needs and the time available, you could allocate different tasks to different 
individual or pairs of students. The number of tasks will vary from Unlock unit to unit and level 
to level. 

 > Send the students into breakout rooms to compare and check their answers to the various 
tasks. Encourage them to talk about what they understood and what problems they had. Allow 
sufficient time and remember to visit each breakout room to monitor. 

 > When they’ve finished, check answers with the whole class. Deal with any difficulties or 
questions. 
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 > Speaking Task. You can set the initial preparation stages of 
this task as collaborative group work to be completed outside 
the live lessons, bringing the students together to make their 
presentations. 

4  1.7 Listen to the sentence below and mark the links between the 
consonants and vowels.

First of all, let’s look at some of the positives.

5  1.5 Listen and repeat the phrases in Exercise 3. Pay attention to the 
way you link the words together.

6 Work with a partner. Mark the links in the phrases. Then take turns saying 
the phrases with the linking sounds.

1 I’d like to give you some information about …

2 Now let’s talk about …

3 The next topic is …

4 Finally, let’s look at …

SPEAKING TASK

Give a presentation about an interesting place. Present factual 
information and give your opinion about the place you choose.

PREPARE

1 Look at the outline you created in Exercise 6 in the Critical thinking 
section. Review your notes and add any new information which you think 
is relevant.

2 Write a script for your introduction and conclusion. Be sure to use 
organizing phrases from Preparation for speaking so your audience can 
easily understand your presentation.

SPEAKING TASK 33

 > Alternatively, you may want students to complete the whole lesson in your virtual classroom. 
In which case, send the groups into breakout rooms to work together, reporting back between 
each stage. You can monitor by entering the breakout rooms and helping, prompting and 
supporting as necessary. The students then make their final presentations to the whole class in 
the main classroom.

16



We hope you find these 
guidelines helpful.
In addition you may find the further resources at:

https://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/catalog/skills/
unlock/resources

and

https://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/catalog/skills/
unlock-2nd-edition/resources

of interest.
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