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The field of Languages for Specific Purposes (LSP) is a lively, produc-
tive and at times controversial field. Until recently, there has been
very little in the way of research or publications for those who need to
assess language for specific purposes. Teachers and testers have had
to take what has been produced for teaching purposes, and seek to
convert and adapt it for assessment. There has been very little prac-
tical guidance for test development, and there has been no attempt to
develop a theoretical framework within which the assessment of
language for specific purposes might develop.

The author of this book, Dan Douglas, has long experience of
teaching and assessing languages for specific purposes, and has
formulated a theoretical framework that provides a basis for devel-
oping and using assessments of languages for specific purposes. This
framework reflects the belief that language performance in indi-
viduals varies according to the context in which the language is used,
and the psychological schemata which are engaged by the discourse.

Dan Douglas clearly discusses the practical implications for test
development of his theory, within a framework of language ability,
and the latest approaches to language test development. Moreover, he
richly illustrates his discussion with examples from a range of assess-
ment situations. This is a book not just for professional test devel-
opers, but also for classroom teachers, those who teach languages for
specific purposes. The book includes very important descriptions and
evaluations of a number of ‘high stakes’ specific purpose tests in
widespread use, for which teachers may be preparing their students,
or which may be used to evaluate their courses. Furthermore, the
book discusses principles and procedures according to which tests
can be developed for a range of ‘low stakes’ settings, from classrooms
to the workplace.
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x Series editors’ preface

A language test aims to elicit a person’s language behaviour, and to
provide for a means of describing and judging that behaviour.
Language tests are needed by a whole range of professionals, from
language teachers to speech therapists, from personnel recruitment
agencies to college admissions officers and army officers: in short,
anybody who uses language or needs to know how well somebody
else uses language. The importance of the series, and Dan Douglas’
volume in the series in particular, is that it combines different angles
on language and language testing, bringing applied linguistic insights
together with guidelines for test construction and test analysis.

This volume explores what language knowledge and language use
are in the context of specific purposes for language; it derives princi-
ples for the design of assessment procedures from theories of
language and from research in language use; and it shows how these
principles can be applied to the design of good assessment instru-
ments, appropriate for their contexts.

This book is unique in the two fields of languages for specific
purposes, and of assessment, precisely because it brings them
together. It combines in one volume theoretical and practical consid-
erations for the assessment of languages for specific purposes.

J. Charles Alderson
Lyle F. Bachman
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