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Preface

This book began as a conversation by the fireplace in the game room
of the Ca D’Oro Hotel in S3o Paulo. It was July 1991 — midwinter in
Brazil — and we were both speaking at the biannual convention of
Brazil-TESOL. In our conversation, we recognized that the field of lan-
guage teacher education had begun to change in important and
dramatic ways. A shift was taking place in its rationale, as well as in
the sources of theory, understanding, and justification on which the
various practices of language teacher training and teacher development
are based. People were beginning to ask questions about what language
teachers know in order to do their work. How is language teaching
learned? And what is the basis in experience and knowledge from which
language teaching proceeds?

To a certain extent, these questions were — and are — the professional
equivalent of asking about the emperor’s new clothes. As we discuss in
the Prologue, language teacher education is outgrowing the “unexam-
ined stories” that have been the basis of its operation. It has been based
either on plain assertion — “This works, believe me!” ~ or on disciplin-
ary knowledge from beyond the realm of language teaching itself. In
fact, as we talked, we began to identify a small and emerging commu-
nity of researchers and practitioners who were working to understand
teacher learning in language teaching as a phenomenon in its own right.

Thus this book came about. It is the first formal collection of research
on teacher learning in the field of language teaching. The work of col-
leagues in Hong Kong, Australia, Canada, Spain, the United Kingdom,
and the United States assembled here — all of it original research -
establishes an initial knowledge base for this endeavor. Drawing from
the broad traditions of qualitative, hermeneutic research, and the past
three decades of work in teacher cognition, this volume is meant to
start a conversation. We believe that the field of language teaching will
be considerably enriched by deeper and closer examinations of how
language teachers come to know what they know and do what they do
in their work. The research in this book is an important and worthwhile
step toward that end.

We would like to thank our fellow researchers from around the world
who contributed to this effort, as well as our colleagues and graduate
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Preface

students at our respective institutions — the School for International
Training and the City University of Hong Kong — for their support in
bringing this project to fruition. The editorial staff at Cambridge
University Press, in particular Mary Vaughn and Olive Collen, played an
integral part in the project, and we thank them for their professionalism
and support.

However, the real measure of a project like this one is the degree to
which it fosters further inquiry, debate, and discussions, like the one at
the Hotel Ca D’Oro that launched it. We trust that this book will pro-
vide a point of departure for interaction and dialogue among practi-
tioners, researchers, and teacher educators around the world who share
an interest in and a concern for the issues of teacher learning in language
teaching and the need to better understand how language teachers do
their work.

Donald Freeman
Jack C. Richards
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