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O~ Important words to learn

A, a /er/ the first letter of the alphabet

o=a (also an) strong form /e1/ weak form /s/ deter-
miner 1 used before a noun to
refer to a single thing or person but not a par-
ticular thing or person or not one that you
have referred to before I need a new car. o I
saw a woman speaking to him. 2 one a
hundred dollars © a dozen eggs 3
every or each A child needs love. o Take one
tablet three times a (= each) day. 4 used
to say what type of thing or person something
or someone is It’s a guinea pig. o She’s a doc-
tor. 5 used before some action nouns
when referring to one example of the action
I'm just going to have a wash. o Take a look at
this. 6 used before the first of two
nouns that are often used together a cup and
saucer 7 used before some phrases
saying how much of something there is a few
days o a bit of sugar 8 used before a per-
son’s name when referring to someone you do
not know There’s a Ms Leeming to see you.

COMMON LEARNER ERROR

a or an?

Remember to use an in front of words which begin with
a vowel sound. These are words which start with the
letters a, e, i, 0, u, or a sound like those letters.

a car, an orange, an hour

a- /e1/ prefix not, without atypical o amoral

aback /o'bxk/ adverb be taken aback to be very
surprised or shocked I was rather taken aback
by her honesty.

abacus /'zbokos/ noun [C] MATHEMATICS a
square object with small balls on wires, used
for counting

EZEZE WORD PARTNERS FOR abandon

be forced to abandon sth e abandon an at-
tempt/effort/idea/plan/search

abandon /o'bazndon/ verb [T] 1 to leave
someone or something somewhere, sometimes
not returning to get them They were forced to
abandon the car. 2 to stop doing
something before it is finished, or to stop
following a plan, idea, etc The match was
abandoned because of rain. eabandoned
adjective eabandonment noun [U]

abate /o'bert/ verb [I] formal to become less
strong By the weekend, the storms had abated.

abattoir /'zbotwar/ UK (UK/US slaughter-
house) noun [C] FARMING a place where animals
are killed for meat

abbey /'zbi/ noun [C] RELIGION a group of build-
ings that is a home for monks or nuns (= re-
ligious men or women who live separately
from other people)

abbreviate /o'briivieit/ verb [T] LANGUAGE to
make a word or phrase shorter The word
‘street’ is often abbreviated to ‘St’.

abbreviation /o briwvi'erf'n/ noun [C] LAN-
GUAGE a shorter form of a word or phrase,
especially used in writing A doctor is often
called a ‘GP’, an abbreviation for ‘general
practitioner’.

abdicate /'zbdikert/ verb 1 [I] If a king or
queen abdicates, they choose to stop being
king or queen. 2 abdicate responsibility formal
to decide not to be responsible for something
any more eabdication /,&bdi'kerf>n/ noun [C, U]

abdomen /'zbdomon/ noun [C] formal ANAT-
OMY the lower part of a person or animal’s
body, containing the stomach and other
organs eabdominal /xb'domin’l/ adjective to do
with the abdomen abdominal pains

abduct /ob'dakt/ verb [T] to take someone away
illegally He was abducted by a terrorist group.
eabduction /ob'dak[>n/ noun [C, U]

aberration /,xba'reif*n/ noun [C] formal a tem-
porary change from what usually happens

abet /o'bet/ verb abetting, past abetted DSee:
aid? and abet (sh)

abhor /ob'hor/ verb [T] abhorring, past abhorred
formal to hate something or someone very
much eabhorrence /ob'hor'ns/ noun [U] formal

abhorrent /ob'horont/  adjective  formal
morally very bad an abhorrent crime

abide /o'baid/ verb can't abide shisth to strongly
dislike someone or something I can’t abide
rudeness.
abide by sth pharasal verb to obey a rule Staff
who refused to abide by the rules were fired.

abiding /s'baidin/ adjective [always before noun]
An abiding feeling or memory is one that you
have for a long time. My abiding memory is
of him watering his plants in the garden. 2See
also: law-abiding
47573 WORD PARTNERS FOR ability

have/lack/possess ability e innate/remark-
able/uncanny ability

o=ability /o'bilsti/ noun [C, U] the physical or

mental skill or qualities that you need to do
something athletic/academic ability [+ to do
sth) He had the ability to explain things
clearly. o The report questions the technical
ability of the staff. S0pposite inability ©Compare
disability

abject /'zbdzekt/ adjective 1 abject misery/pov-
erty/terror, etc when someone is extremely un-
happy, poor, afraid, etc 2 showing that you are
very ashamed of what you have done an
abject apology

ablation /o'blerf’n/ noun [U] GEOGRAPHY the
loss of ice, snow or rock from melting or ero-
sion (= being damaged and removed by wind,
sea or rain)

ablaze /o'bleiz/ adjective [never before noun]
burning strongly

o~able /'eibl/ adjective 1 be able to do sth to have

the ability to do something or the possibility
of doing something He’ll be able to help you.
S0pposite be unable to do sth 2 clever or good at
doing something She’s a very able student.
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able-bodied

eably adverb Robson, ably assisted by Ander-
son, has completely rebuilt the team.

very soon I stopped her just as she was about
to leave.

able-bodied /ebl'bodid/ adjective HEALTHo=above? /o'bav/ adverb, preposition 1 [HIGHER PO-

having all the physical abilities that most peo-
ple have

abnormal /zb'nommel/ adjective different from
what is normal or usual, in a way which is
strange or dangerous abnormal behaviour/
weather o They found abnormal levels of lead
in the water. eabnormally adverb

abnormality /zbno'maloti/  noun [C, U]
HEALTH something abnormal, usually in the
body a genetic abnormality

aboard /5'bo:d/ adverb, preposition on or onto
a plane, ship, bus, or train Welcome aboard
flight BA109 to Paris.

abode /o'boud/ noun [C] formal a home

abolish /o'bolif/ verb [T] LAW to officially end
something, especially a law or system
National Service was abolished in Britain in
1962. eabolition / &ba'lif*n/ noun (U] the aboli-
tion of slavery

abominable /5'bommobl/ adjective extremely
bad abominable behaviour eabominably adverb

Aboriginal /&bs'ridznel/ adjective SOCIETY
relating or belonging to the original race of
people who lived in Australia eAborigine
/,@&ba'ridz ni/ noun [C] an Aboriginal person

abort /o'bo:it/ verb [T] 1 to stop a process before
it has finished The take-off was aborted due to
bad weather. 2 HEALTH to end a pregnancy that
is not wanted using a medical operation

abortion /2'bo:f°n/ noun [C, U] HEALTH a medi-
cal operation to end a pregnancy when the
baby is still too small to live She had an abor-
tion.

abortive /o'bo:tiv/ adjective [always before noun]
An abortive attempt or plan fails before it is
complete.

the ABO system /ewi'ousistom/ noun
BIOLOGY, HEALTH the system that divides hu-
man blood into four main groups called A, B,
AB and O

abound /o'baund/ verb [I] formal to exist in
large numbers Rumours abound about a pos-
sible change of leadership.

SITION] in or to a higher position than some-
thing else There’s a mirror above the
washbasin. o I could hear music coming from
the room above. 2 more than an amount
or level It says on the box it’s for children aged
three and above. © Rates of pay are above aver-
age. 3 in a more important or advanced
position than someone else Sally’s a grade
above me. 4 too good or impor-
tant for something No one is above suspicion
in this matter. 5 above all most importantly
Above all, I'd like to thank everyone.

above? /o'bav/ adjective, adverb higher on the
same page the above diagram o the address
shown above

above 'board adjective [never before noun] hon-
est and legal We hired a lawyer to make sure
the agreement was all above board.

above the line pro'motion noun (U] ways
of advertising products that involve people
outside the business, such as newspapers or
TV

abrasive /o'breisiv/ adjective 1 An
abrasive substance is rough and can be used
for rubbing surfaces, to make them clean or
smooth. 2 speaking or behaving in a
rude and unpleasant way an abrasive manner

abreast /o'brest/ adverb 1 keep (sh) abreast of
sth to make sure you or someone else knows
about the most recent changes in a subject or
situation I'll keep you abreast of any develop-
ments. 2 twolthree/four, etc abreast If people
who are moving are two/three, etc abreast,
that number of people are next to each other,
side by side. They were cycling four abreast,
completely blocking the road.

abridged /2'bridzd/ adjective An abridged
book or other piece of writing has been made
shorter. 20pposite unabridged eabridge /5'bridz/
verb [T]

<759 WORD PARTNERS FOR abroad

go/live/travel/work abroad e a holiday/
trip abroad

o=about? /a'bavt/ preposition 1 relating too*abroad /a'bra:d/ adverb in or to a foreign coun-

a particular subject or person a book about the
Spanish Civil War o What was she talking
about? 2 UK (US around) to or in dif-
ferent parts of a place, often without purpose
or order We heard someone moving about out-
side. 3 what/how about ...? a used to
make a suggestion How about France for a hol-
iday?b used to ask for someone’s opin-
ion on a particular subject What about Ann -
is she nice?

o«about? /a'bavt/ adverb 1 [APPROXIMATELY| used be-
fore a number or amount to mean approxi-
mately It happened about two months ago.
2 UK (US around) to or in different
parts of a place, often without purpose or or-
der She’s always leaving her clothes lying
about. 3 UK informal (US around) If some-
one or something is about, they are near to the
place where you are now. Is Kate about? 4 bhe
about to do sth to be going to do something

try He goes abroad a lot with his job.

abrupt /o'brapt/ adjective 1 sudden and
not expected Our conversation came to an
abrupt end. 2 dealing with people in a
quick way that is unfriendly or rude She has
a rather abrupt manner. eabruptly adverb

abscess /'xbses/ noun [C] HEALTH a painful,
swollen area on the body which contains a
yellow liquid

abscond /ob'skond/ verb [I] formal to leave
somewhere suddenly without permission be-
cause you want to escape, or because you have
stolen something
4753 WORD PARTNERS FOR absence

a lengthy/long/prolonged absence e an ab-
sence from sth e during/in sb’s absence

absence /'zbsns/ noun 1 [C, Ul atime
when you are not in a particular place Lisa
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will be acting as manager in Phil’s absence
(= while Phil is not here). o A large number of
absences from work are caused by back prob-
lems. 2 [U] when something does not
exist In the absence of any proof, it is impos-
sible to accuse her.

absent /'zbsnt/ adjective not in the place
where you are expected to be, especially at
school or work He has been absent from
school all week.

absentee / xbsn'tiz/ noun [C] someone who is
not in a place where they should be eabsentee-
ism noun [U] when someone is often absent
from work or school

absently /'zbsontli/ adverb without thinking
about what you are doing He stared absently
at the television screen.

absent-minded / @bsnt'maindid/ adjective

voted in favour, 39 opposed and 5 abstained.
eabstention /ob'sten[>n/ noun [C, U]

abstinence /'zbstmons/ noun (U] formal when
you do not do something that you enjoy be-
cause it is bad or unhealthy

abstract /'xbstrakt/ adjective 1 relating to
ideas and not real things an abstract concept
2 ART Abstract art involves shapes and colours
and not images of real things or people.

absurd /ob'z3:d/ adjective very silly an absurd
situation/suggestion eabsurdity noun [C, U] eab-
surdly adverb

abundance /o'bandons/ noun [U, no plural]
formal a lot of something an abundance of
flowers o There was food in abundance (= a
lot of food).

abundant /o'bandont/ adjective existing in

large quantities an abundant supply of food
eabundantly adverb

often forgetting things b
adverb eabsent-mindedness noun [U]

absolute /'zbsoluit/ adjective [always before
noun] 1 complete absolute power/
control o The party was an absolute disaster.
2 definite There was no absolute
proof of fraud.

o+absolutely /&bso'lu:tli/ adverb 1 completely
The food was absolutely delicious. o There’s
absolutely nothing (= nothing at all) left.
2 Absolutely. used to strongly agree with
someone "Do you think it helped his career?”
"Absolutely.” 3 Absolutely not. used to strongly
disagree with someone or to agree with
something negative "Are you suggesting that
we should just ignore the problem?" "No,
absolutely not.”

absolute 'zero noun [U] PHYSICS, MEASURES the
lowest temperature that scientists think is
possible

absolve /ob'zolv/ verb [T] formal to formally
say that someone is not guilty of something,
or to forgive someone

absorb /ob'zoib/ verd [T] 1 If a substance
absorbs a liquid, it takes it in through its sur-
face and holds it. The fabric absorbs all the
moisture, keeping your skin dry. 2 be absorbed
in sth to give all your attention to something
that you are doing Simon was so absorbed in
his computer game, he didn’t notice me come in.
3 to understand and remember facts
that you read or hear It’s hard to absorb so
much information. 4 If some-
thing is absorbed into something else, it be-
comes part of it. The drug is quickly absorbed
into the bloodstream. eabsorption /aob'zo:p[on/
noun [U]

absorbent /ob'zo:bont/ adjective An absorbent
substance can take liquids in through its sur-
face and hold them. eabsorbency /ob'zo:bantsi/
noun [U]

absorbing /ob'zotbin/ adjective very interest-
ing an absorbing book/game

abstain /ab'sten/ verb [I] 1 [NOT DO| formal to
not do something that you enjoy because it is
bad or unhealthy The doctor suggested that he
abstain from alcohol. 2 to choose not
to vote for or against something 63 members

abuse® /a'bjuis/ noun 1 [C, U] when
something is used for the wrong purpose in a
way that is harmful or morally wrong drug/
alcohol abuse o abuse of public money 2 [Vio-
LENCE] [U] violent, cruel treatment of someone
child abuse o sexual abuse 3 [U]
rude and offensive words said to another
person Rival fans shouted abuse at each other.

abuse? /a'bjuiz/ verb [T] 1 to treat
someone cruelly and violently He was physi-
cally abused by his alcoholic father. 2 WRONG
USE] to use something for the wrong purpose in
a way that is harmful or morally wrong to
abuse alcohol 3 to say rude and
offensive words to someone The crowd started
abusing him. eabuser noun [C]

abusive /o'bjuisiv/ adjective saying rude and
offensive words to someone an abusive phone
call

abysmal /o'bizmel/ adjective very bad, espe-
cially of bad quality the team’s abysmal per-
formance last season eabysmally adverb

abyss /a'bis/ noun [C] 1 a very bad sit-
uation which will not improve [usually singular]
The country is sinking into an abyss of
violence and bloodshed. 2 literary a very
deep hole

abyssal /2'bis?l/ adjective GEOGRAPHY found at
the bottom of deep oceans (= big seas)

AC /er'sii/ noun [U] PHYSICS abbreviation for
alternating current: electrical current which
regularly changes the direction in which it
moves 2Compare DC

.ac /dot'ak/ COMPUTING, INTERNET internet abbre-
viation for academic institution: used in some
internet addresses for organizations such as
universities

academia / xko'di:mio/ noun [U] EDUCATION the
people and organizations, especially universi-
ties, involved in studying

academic® / xko'demik/ adjective 1 EDUCATION
related to education, schools, universities, etc
academic ability/standards o It’s the start of
the academic year. 2 related to sub-
jects which involve thinking and studying and
not technical or practical skills academic
subjects 3 clever and good at studying
4 If what someone says is
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academic

academic, it has no purpose because it relates
to a situation that does not exist. The whole
discussion is academic since management won’t
even listen to us. eacademically adverb

academic? /,xko'demik/ noun [C] EDUCATION
someone who teaches at a university or
college, or is paid to study there

academy /o'kedomi/ noun [C] 1 EDUCATION a
college which teaches people the skills needed
for a particular job a military academy 2 an
organization whose purpose is to encourage
and develop an art, science, language, etc the
Royal Academy of Music

accelerate /ok'selorert/ verb 1 1] to start
to drive faster 2 I, T to start to happen
more quickly, or to make something start to
happen more quickly Inflation is likely to ac-
celerate this year. eacceleration /ok selo'rer[*n/
noun (U]

accelerator /ok'seloreitar/ (also US gas pedal)
noun [C] the part of a car which you push with
your foot to make it go faster 2See colour picture
Car on page Centre 7

47573 WORD PARTNERS FOR accent

have/speak with a [local/northern/strong,
etc] accent e lose your accent e a heavy/
strong/thick accent

accent /'zksnt/ noun [C] 1 LANGUAGE the way
in which someone pronounces words, influ-
enced by the country or area they come from,
or their social class an American accent o a
French accent 2 LANGUAGE a mark above a let-
ter to show you how to pronounce it, for ex-
ample (a) and (é) 3 LANGUAGE the word or part
of a word that you emphasize when you are
speaking In the word ‘impossible’ the accent is
on the second syllable. 4 the accent on sth par-
ticular importance or attention that you give
to something a wonderful menu with the accent
on fresh fish

accentuate /ok'sentfueit/ verb [T] to empha-
size something so that people notice it make-
up to accentuate the eyes

oxaccept /ok'sept/ verb 1 (I, T] to agree to
take something that is offered to you fo accept
an invitation/offer o He won’t accept advice
from anyone. 2 [T] to admit that some-
thing is true, often something unpleasant [+
(that)] He refuses to accept that he’s made a mis-
take. 3 [T] to allow someone to
join an organization or become part of a group
She’s been accepted by two universities. 4 accept
responsibility/blame to admit that you caused
something bad that happened The company
has now accepted responsibility for the
accident. 5 [T] to understand that
you cannot change a very sad or unpleasant
situation The hardest part is accepting the
JSact that you’ll never see that person again.

COMMON LEARNER ERROR

accept or agree?
When you accept an invitation, job, or offer, you say yes
to something which is offered. Accept is never followed
by another verb.

They offered me the job and I've accepted it.

They-offered-me-thejob-andFve-accepted-to-take
it

When you agree to do something, you say that you will
do something which someone asks you to do.

They offered me the job and I agreed to take it.

acceptable /ok'septobl/ adjective 1 [GOOD
ENOUGH]| good enough work of an acceptable
standard o We still hope to find a solution
which is acceptable to both sides. 2
allowed or approved of Smoking is less and less
socially acceptable. 0pposite unacceptable
eacceptability /ok, septa'bilati/ noun [U]

<753 WORD PARTNERS FOR acceptance

sb/sth gains/wins acceptance e general/
growing/grudging/public acceptance e
acceptance of sth

acceptance /ok'septons/ noun [C, U] when you
accept something his acceptance of the award
o There is a growing public acceptance of
alternative medicine.

accepted /ok'septid/ adjective agreed or
approved by most people an accepted spelling

access' /'zkses/ noun [U] 1 when
you have the right or opportunity to use or see
something I don’t have access to that kind of
information. o Do you have Internet access?
2 the way in which you can enter a
place or get to a place The only access to the
village is by boat.

access? /'zkses/ verb [T] COMPUTING to find or
see information, especially using a computer
You can access the files over the Internet.

accessible /ok'sesobl/ adjective 1 easy to
find or reach Information such as this is freely
accessible to the public. o The hotel is in a
quiet but easily accessible part of the resort.
SO0pposite inaccessible 2 [UNDERSTAND] easy to un-
derstand They are attempting to make opera
accessible to a wider audience. eaccessibility
/ak,sesa'bilati/ noun [U]

accessory /ok'sesri/ noun [C] 1 something
extra which is not necessary but is attractive
or useful bathroom accessories o computer
accessories 2 LAW formal someone who helps a
criminal to commit a crime an accessory to
murder

'access provider noun [C] COMPUTING, INTER-
NET a company that makes you able to use the
Internet, so that you can use email and see or
show documents

{:E:E‘ WORD PARTNERS FOR accident

have/be involved in an accident e an acci-
dent happens/occurs e a fatal/serious/
tragic accident e [killed, paralyzed, etc] in an
accident e a car/traffic accident

o+accident /'zksidnt/ noun [C] 1 something bad

which happens that is not intended and which
causes injury or damage a car/traffic acci-
dent o She had an accident in the kitchen. o I
didn’t mean to spill his drink. It was an acci-
dent. 2 by accident without being intended I
deleted the wrong file by accident.
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O~ Important words to learn 5 account

accidental / xksi'dent?l/ adjective not intended
accidental damage eaccidentally adverb She
accidentally knocked over a glass of red wine.

accident-prone /'zksidnt,provn/  adjective
Someone who is accident-prone often has
accidents.

acclaim /o'klemm/ noun [U] praise from a lot of
people international/critical acclaim

acclaimed /s'klermd/ adjective praised by a lot
of people the acclaimed singer and songwriter

acclimatize (also UK -ise) /o'klaimotaiz/ verb
[I, T] to start to feel happy with the weather,
the way of life, etc in a new place, or to
make someone do this eacclimatization
/9 klaimatar'zeif>n/ noun [U]

accolade /'zkoleid/ noun [C] formal a prize or

accord? /o'ko:d/ noun 1 of your own accord If
you do something of your own accord, you
choose to do it and no one else forces you.
Luckily, she left of her own accord. 2 POLITICS [C]
an official agreement, especially between
countries a peace/trade accord

accord? /o'ko:d/ verb [T] formal to treat some-
one specially, usually by showing respect the
respect accorded to doctors

accordance /o'ko:dns/ noun formal in accor-
dance with sth agreeing with a rule, law, or
wish Both companies have insisted that they
were acting in accordance with the law.

accordingly /o'ko:dimli/ adverb in a way that
is suitable We’ll wait until we hear the decision
and act accordingly.

praise given to someone because they are veryoxaccording to /o'ko:diptu:/ preposition 1 [SAID

good at something

accommodate /s'komodert/ verb [T] 1 [HAVE
SPACE FOR] to have enough space somewhere for
a number of things or people We need more
roads to accommodate the increase in traffic.
2 to do what someone wants, often by
providing them with something He requires
special equipment and, where possible, we’ve
accommodated those needs. 3 to
provide someone with a place to live or stay
The athletes will be accommodated in a special
Olympic village.

accommodating /o'komodertiy/  adjective
willing to change your plans in order to help
people

accommodation /o komo'derfsn/ noun [U]
1 (also US accommodations [plural]) a place
where you live or stay rented accommoda-
tion o The price includes travel and accommo-
dation. 2 BIOLOGY the way the lens in the eye
changes depending on on whether the thing it
is looking at is close or far away

accompaniment /s'kampsnimont/ noun 1
FOOD [C| formal something that is nice to eat
or drink with a particular food or drink
salmon with an accompaniment of green salad
2 MUSIC [C, U] music that is played with the
main instrument or with a singing voice a
song with piano accompaniment

accompany /s'kamponi/ verb [T] 1 [GO WITH] for-
mal to go somewhere with someone We accom-
panied her back to her hotel. 2
to happen or exist at the same time as some-
thing else The teachers’ book is accompanied
by a video cassette. 3 MUSIC to play a musical
instrument with someone else who is playing
or singing

accomplice /o'kamplis/ noun [C] LAW someone
who helps a criminal to commit a crime

accomplish /o'kamplif/ verb [T] to succeed in
doing something good I feel as if I've accom-
plished nothing all day.

accomplished /o'kamplift/ adjective having a
lot of skill in art, music, writing, etc an accom-
plished musician/painter

accomplishment /o'kamplifmont/  noun
1 [ACHIEVEMENT] [U] when you succeed in doing
something good Finishing the course gave me
a great sense of accomplishment. 2 [C] for-
mal a skill in art, music, writing, etc

BY] as said by someone or shown by something
According to our records, she was absent last
Friday. 2 based on a particular sys-
tem or plan Children are allocated to schools
according to the area in which they live.

accordion /o'ko:dion/ noun [C] MUSIC a musical
instrument with a folding centre part and
keyboards at both ends, which you play by
pushing the two ends together

accost /o'kost/ verb [T] If someone you do not
know accosts you, they move towards you and
start talking to you in an unfriendly way.

4753 WORD PARTNERS FOR account

1 give an account of sth e a brief/detailed/
full account e an eye-witness/first-hand ac-
count e an account of sth

2 close/open an account e have an account
with [name of bank] e a joint/personal/sav-
ings account e an account holder/number

account’ /o'kavnt/ noun [C] 1 a written or spo-
ken description of something that has hap-
pened They gave conflicting accounts of the
events. 2 FINANCE (also bank account) an
arrangement with a bank to keep your money
there and to let you take it out when you need
to I paid the money into my account. 3
FINANCE an agreement with a shop or company
that allows you to buy things and pay for them
later 4 take sth into account; take account of sth
to consider something when judging a situa-
tion You have to take into account the fact that
he is less experienced when judging his
performance. 5 on account of sth formal be-
cause of something He doesn’t drink alcohol on
account of his health. 6 by all accounts as said
by a lot of people The party was, by all
accounts, a great success. 7 on my account just
for or because of me Please don’t change your
plans on my account. 8 on no account; not on
any account UK not for any reason or in any
situation On no account must these records be
changed. 2See also: checking account, current
account, deposit account

account? /o'kaunt/ verb
account for sth pharasal verb 1 to be
part of a total number of something Oil ac-
counts for 40% of Norway’s exports. 2
to be the reason for something, or to explain
the reason for something She was asked to
account for the missing money.
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accountable

O~ Important words to learn

before noun] having to be responsible for what
you do and able to explain your actions
Hospitals must be held accountable for their
mistakes. o Politicians should be accountable
to the public that elects them. 20pposite unac-
countable eaccountability /o kaunta'biloti/ noun
[U]

accountancy /s'kaontonsi/ UK (US accounting)
noun [U] FINANCE the job of being an account-
ant

accountant /o'kavntont/ noun [C] FINANCE
someone whose job is to keep or examine the
financial records of a company or organization

ac'counting ratio noun [C] FINANCE any of
several kinds of calculation used to under-
stand financial accounts, for instance compar-
ing money received with money owed

accounts /o'kaonts/ noun [plural] FINANCE an
official record of all the money a company or
organization has received or paid

accreditation /o kredr'terf*n/ noun [U] official
approval of an organization eaccredited
/o'kreditid/ adjective officially approved

accrual /o'krual/ noun [U] FINANCE when some-
thing increases in number or amount over a
period of time

accrue /a'kru:/ verb [I] FINANCE to increase in
number or amount over a period of time In-
terest accrues at a rate of 6%. eaccrued /o'kru:d/
adjective accrued interest

accumulate /o'kjurmjolert/ verdb [I, T] to in-
crease in amount over a period of time, or to
make something increase over a period of
time The chemicals accumulate in your body.
eaccumulation /o kjuimjo'lerf>n/ noun [U]

accumulated 'fund noun [C] FINANCE the
amount of money owned by an organization
such as a club that does not sell things

accuracy /'zkjorosi/ noun [U] how correct or
exact something is The new system should help
to improve the accuracy of weather forecasts.

accurate /'xzkjorot/ adjective correct or exact
accurate information/measurements o She
was able to give police a fairly accurate
description of the man. 20pposite inaccurate
eaccurately adverb

47754 WORD PARTNERS FOR accusation

make an accusation e deny/dismiss/face/
reject an accusation e a false/wild accusa-
tion e accusations of sth e an accusation
against sb e an accusation by/from sb

accusation /,xkju'zerf*n/ noun [C] when you
say that someone has done something bad He
made a number of accusations against his
former colleagues.

accusative /o'kjuizotiv/ noun [U] LANGUAGE the
form of a noun, pronoun or adjective which is
used in some languages to show that the word
is the direct object of a verb eaccusative adjec-
tive
o«accuse /o'kjuiz/ verb [T] to say that someone
has done something bad He was falsely ac-
cused of murder. [+ of + doing sth] She accused
Andrew of lying to her. eaccuser noun [C|

the accused /s'kjuizd/ noun formal LAW the
person or people who are accused of a crime
in a court of law

accusing /o'kjuiziy/ adjective showing that you
think someone is responsible for something
bad Why are you giving me that accusing
look? eaccusingly adverb She looked at me
accusingly.

accustom /o'kastom/ verb
accustom yourself to sth/doing sth phrasal
verb to experience something often enough for
it to seem normal to you

accustomed /o'kastomd/ adjective accustomed
to sth/doing sth If you are accustomed to some-
thing, you have experienced it often enough
for it to seem normal to you. I've worked nights
for years now so I've grown accustomed to it.

ace’ /eis/ noun [C] 1 a playing card with one
symbol on it, that has the highest or lowest
value in many games 2 SPORT when the first
shot by a tennis player is too good for the
other player to hit back

ace? /ers/ adjective informal very good

acetic acid /o sittik'asid/ noun [U] CHEMISTRY a
colourless acid with a strong smell which is
contained in vinegar

acetone /'msitovn/ noun [U] CHEMISTRY a
strong-smelling colourless liquid which is
used in the production of various chemicals
and is sometimes added to paint to make it
thinner

acetylene /o'setoliin/ noun (U] CHEMISTRY a col-
ourless gas which burns with a very hot
bright flame, used in cutting and joining metal
(formula C,H,)

ache /eik/ noun [C] HEALTH a feeling of pain
over an area of your body which continues for
a long time There’s a dull ache in my right
shoulder. 2See also: stomach ache

ache? /eik/ verb [I] HEALTH If a part of your body

aches, it is painful. My legs ache after all that
exercise.

o~achieve /a'tfirv/ verb [T] to succeed in doing

something good, usually by working hard I've
achieved my ambition o I've been working all
day but I feel I've achieved nothing. eachievable
adjective possible to achieve achievable goals
eachiever noun [C] He’s from a family of high
achievers (= very successful people).

4753 WORD PARTNERS FOR achievement

a great/notable/outstanding/remarkable
achievement e sb’s crowning achievement e
a sense of achievement

achievement /o't fizvmont/ noun 1
[C] something good that you achieve This film
is his greatest achievement to date. 2
[U] when you succeed in doing something good,
usually by working hard You get such a sense
of achievement when you finish the course.

acid' /'zsid/ noun [C, U] CHEMISTRY one of
several liquid substances with a pH of less
than 7 which react with other substances, of-
ten burning or dissolving them hydrochloric
acid

acid? /'esid/ adjective 1 CHEMISTRY (also acidic
/a'sidik/) containing acid, or having similar
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qualities to an acid acid soil o an acid smell/
taste 2 acid remark/comment, etc an unkind re-
mark that criticizes someone

acidify /o'sidifar/ verb [I, T| CHEMISTRY to be-
come an acid or to make something become an
acid

acidity /o'siditi/ noun [U] CHEMISTRY the amount
of acid in a substance or in your stomach

,acid 'rain noun [U] ENVIRONMENT rain that con-
tains chemicals from pollution and damages
plants, etc

'acid ;salt noun [C] CHEMISTRY a chemical com-
pound that is formed when an acid has reacted
with another substance to produce salt and
water

'acid test noun [C usually singular] a sure test of
whether something is true or of good quality

<753 WORD PARTNERS FOR acknowledge

be generally/widely/universally acknowl-
edged e acknowledge sb/sth as/to be sth

acknowledge /ok'nolids/ verb [T] 1 to
accept that something is true or exists [+ (that)]
He acknowledged that there was a problem.
2 to tell someone, usually in a letter,
that you have received something they sent
you Send a letter acknowledging receipt of his
application. 3 to let someone know
that you have seen them, usually by saying
hello She didn’t even acknowledge my presence.

acknowledgement (aiso acknowledgment)
/ok'nolidzmoant/ noun 1 [C, U] when you
accept that something is true or exists There
was no acknowledgement of the extent of the
problem. 2 [C] a letter telling you that
someone has received something that you sent
them 3 [C] something written at the front
of a book by the author to thank people who
have helped them [usually plural] His name
appears in the acknowledgements.

acne /'zkni/ noun [U] HEALTH a skin problem

that young people often have that causes spots
on the face

sulphur dioxide,
nitrogen oxides ,_._

] 2 r
g JJ nitrogen oxides, ./

<y )

the formation of acid rain

e~
chemical reactions in the
air and in the clouds )

acorn /'eiko:n/ noun [C] BIOLOGY an oval nut
which grows on oak trees

acoustic /o'kuistik/ adjective 1 MUSIC [always
before noun] An acoustic musical instrument
does not use electricity. an acoustic guitar 2
PHYSICS relating to sound and hearing

acoustics /o'ku:stiks/ noun [plural] PHYSICS the
way in which the shape of a room affects the
quality of sound The acoustics of the hall were
terrible.

acquaintance /o'kwemtsns/ noun [C] someone
who you know but do not know well He’s just
a business acquaintance.

acquainted /o'kwemntid/ adjective [never before
noun| formal 1 If you are acquainted with
someone, you have met them but do not know
them well. We're already acquainted - we met
at Elaine’s party. 2 be acquainted with sth to
know about something I'm afraid I'm not yet
acquainted with the system.

acquiesce / zkwi'es/ verb [I] formal to agree to
something, often when you do not want to
eacquiescence noun [U] formal

acquire /s'kwara/ verb [T] 1 to get some-
thing I managed to acquire a copy of the report.
2 to learn something fo acquire
knowledge/skills

acquisition / akwi'zif>n/ noun 1 [U]
the process of learning or getting something
children’s acquisition of language 2
[C] something that you get, usually by buying
it And the hat - is that a recent acquisition?

acquit /o'kwit/ verb [T] acquitting, past acquitted
LAW If someone is acquitted of a crime, a court
of law decides that they are not guilty. [often
passive] Both men were acquitted of murder.

acquittal /o'kwit’l/ noun [C, U] LAW when a
court of law decides that someone is not guilty
of a crime

acre /'eiko’/ noun [C] MEASURES a unit for meas-
uring area, equal to 4047 square metres <See
Extra help page Numbers and ts on page
Centre 24

e,

effects on trees
and buildings

effects on water chemistiy
and water biology
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pleasant and causes a burning feeling in your
throat.

acrimonious /,zkri'mouvnios/ adjective involv-
ing a lot of anger, disagreement, and bad
feelings an acrimonious divorce eacrimony
/'ekrimoni/ noun [U] angry, bad feelings
between people

something successful that someone else has
started

acting’ /'zktiy/ adjective acting chairman/direc-
tor, etc someone who does a job for a short
time while the person who usually does it is
not there

acting? /'zktiy/ noun [U] the job of performing
in plays and films He’s trying to get into acting.

acrobat /'zkrobxt/ noun [C] someone whoouaction /'ak[>n/ noun 1[00] [C, U] something that

entertains people by performing difficult
physical acts, such as walking on a wire high
above the ground eacrobatic / ,&kra'baetik/ ad-
Jjective eacrobatics /,&kra'baetiks/ noun [plural]
the actions of an acrobat

acronym /'zkrovnim/ noun [C] LANGUAGE a
word made from the first letters of other
words AIDS is the acronym for ‘acquired im-
mune deficiency syndrome’.

0=across /a'kros/ adverb, preposition 1 from
one side of something to the other I was walk-
ing across the road. o They’ve built a new
bridge across the river. 2 on the op-
posite side of There’s a library just across the
street. 3 used after a measurement to
show how wide something is The window
measures two metres across.

acrylic /o'krilik/ noun DT 1 [U] a type of cloth or
plastic produced by chemical processes 2 [C
usually singular] a type of paint eacrylic adjective
acrylic paints
o«act /xkt/ verb 1 [I] to behave in a par-
ticular way fo act responsibly o Jeff’s been act-
ing strangely recently. o Stop acting like a
child! 2 (Il to do something,
especially in order to solve a problem We have
to act now to stop the spread of this disease.
3 [I, T] to perform in a play or film He’s
acted in a number of successful Hollywood
films.
act as sth phrasal verb 1 to do a particular
job, especially one you do not normally do He
was asked to act as an adviser on the project.
2 to have a particular effect Caffeine
acts as a stimulant.
act sth out phrasal verb to perform the actions
and words of a situation or story The children
acted out a verse from their favourite poem.
act up phrasal verb If someone, especially a
child, acts up, they behave badly.

4573 WORD PARTNERS FOR act
an act of sth e commit an act e a barbaric/
cowardly act e a criminal/terrorist act

act? /xkt/ noun 1 [C] something that some-
one does an act of terrorism/kindness 2

LAW [C] a law made by a government an act of

Congress/Parliament 3 LITERATURE [C] one of
the parts a play is divided into Her character
doesn’t appear until Act 2. 4 [C] one
or several performers who perform for a short
while in a show a comedy double act 5 [FALSE
BEHAVIOUR| [no plural] behaviour which hides
your real feelings or intentions Was she really
upset or was that just an act? 6 in the act (of
doing sth) doing something wrong I caught him
in the act of opening one of my letters. 7 get
your act together informal to organize your
activities so that you can make progress 8 get
in on the act informal to become involved in

you do She has to accept the consequences of her
actions. © We must take action (= do some-
thing) before the problem gets worse. © So what
do you think is the best course of action
(= way of dealing with the situation)? o It was
the first time I'd seen firemen in action (= do-
ing a particular activity). 2 [U] things
which are happening, especially exciting or
important things He likes films with a lot of
action. ©0pposite inaction 3 out of action dam-
aged or hurt and not able to operate or play
sports They’ve got three players out of action.
4 legal action LAW a legal process in a court
They are planning to take legal action
against the company. 5 [U] fighting in
a war He was killed in action (= while fight-
ing). 6 [no plural] a movement or nat-
ural process The rocks are smoothed by the
action of water. 2See also: industrial action, be all
talk? (and no action)

action-packed /'zk|[npzkt/ adjective An ac-
tion-packed film or story has a lot of exciting
events.

action 'replay UK (US instant replay) noun [C]
when part of a film of a sporting event is
shown again, often more slowly

activate /'zktivert/ verb [T] to make something
start working The alarm can be activated by a
laser beam.

o«active /'zktiv/ adjective 1 very in-

volved in an organization or planned activity
He played an active role in the campaign.
2 doing a lot of things, or moving around
a lot Even at the age of 80 she’s still very active.
3 LANGUAGE An active verb or sentence is one
in which the subject of the verb is the person
or thing doing the action. For example ‘Andy
drove the car.’ is an active sentence. 2Compare
passive 4 GEOLOGY An active volcano could
throw out rocks, fire, etc at any time.

active im'munity noun (U] HEALTH when the
body produces its own antibodies (= sub-
stances in the blood that fight disease)

actively /'zktivli/ adverb in a way that causes
something to happen He actively encourages
me to spend money.

active 'transport noun [U] BIOLOGY the proc-
ess by which molecules can pass through a
membrane (= thin layer of tissue) from an
area where there are not many of them into
an area where there are a lot of them
activist /'zktivist/ noun [C] POLITICS someone
who tries to cause social or political change a
political activist eactivism noun [U]
<753 WORD PARTNERS FOR activity
do/perform an activity e frantic/strenuous
activity e outdoor/leisure activity e a flurry
of activity
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oxactivity /zk'tivati/ noun 1 [C] something acutely /o'kju:tli/ adverb very strongly I was

which you do for enjoyment, especially an
organized event The centre offers a range of
activities, such as cycling, swimming, and ten-
nis. 2 [C, U] the work of a group or or-
ganization to achieve an aim criminal/
terrorist activities 3 [U] when a lot
of things are happening or people are moving
around There was a sudden flurry of activity
(= short period of activity) at the back of the
hall. 20pposite inactivity

o«actor /'zkto/ noun [C] someone, especially a

man, whose job is to perform in plays and
films

o~actress /'zktros/ noun [C] a woman whose job

is to perform in plays and films

o~actual /'zktfusl/ adjective 1 real, not guessed
or imagined We were expecting about fifty peo-
ple, though the actual number was a lot
higher. 2 in actual fact UK really It was due to
start at ten, but in actual fact, it didn’t begin
until nearly eleven.

COMMON LEARNER ERROR

actual or current ?

Actual means 'real’. It does not mean ‘happening now'.
His friends call him Jo-Jo, but his actual name
is John.

Use current to talk about things which are happening
or which exist now.

She started her current job two years ago.

o~actually /'zkt[usli/ adverb 1 used when
you are saying what is the truth of a situation
He didn’t actually say anything important.
2 used when you are saying some-
thing surprising She sounds English but she’s
actually Spanish. o Did you actually meet the
President? 3 mainly UK used when you
are disagreeing with someone or saying no to
arequest "You didn’t tell me." "Actually, I did."
o "Do you mind if I smoke?" "Actually, I'd
rather you didn’t."”

acutely aware of how Alex felt about the
Situation.

AD / er'di:/ abbreviation for Anno Domini: used
to show that a particular year came after the
birth of Christ 1066 AD

ad /xd/ noun [C] an advertisement SSee also:
classified ad

adagio /s'da:dsiou/ noun [C] MUSIC a piece of
classical music (= serious music by a com-
poser such as Mozart) that should be played
slowly

adamant /'xzdomont/ adjective very sure of
what you think and not willing to change your
opinion [+ (that)] They are adamant that they
have not broken any rules. eadamantly adverb

Adam'’s apple / @domz'zpl/ noun [C] ANAT-
OMY the lump in a man’s throat that you can
see moving up and down when he speaks or
swallows

adapt /o'dept/ verb 1 1] to
change your behaviour so that it is suitable
for a new situation It takes time to adapt to a
new working environment. 2
[T] to change something so that it is suitable
for a different use or situation Courses have to
be adapted for different markets. 3 [T] to
change a book or play so that it can be made
into a film or television programme Both nov-
els have been adapted for television.

adaptable /5'deptabl/ adjective able to change
to suit different situations or uses eadaptabil-
ity /o,deepta'bilati/ noun [U]

adaptation / zdzp'terf>n/ noun 1 C] a
film, television programme, or play which has
been made from a book 2 [C, U] the
process or act of changing to suit a new situ-
ation Evolution occurs as a result of adapta-
tion to new environments.

adapter (also adaptor) /o'dzpto/ noun [C] some-
thing that is used for connecting two or more
pieces of electrical equipment to an electrical
supply

acumen /'zkjomon/ noun (U] the ability too~add /=d/ verb 1 [T] to put something

make good judgments and decisions busi-
ness/political acumen

acupuncture /'zkjopapkt[o/ noun [U] HEALTH
a way of treating pain or illness by putting
thin needles into different parts of the body

acute /o'kju:t/ adjective
1 An acute problem or
negative feeling is ex-
treme. There’s an
acute shortage of
medical staff. o acute
pain o acute anxiety 2
MATHEMATICS An acute
angle is less than 90 de-
grees. 3 quick to notice or understand things
an acute mind o Dogs rely on their acute sense
of smell.

acute 'accent noun [C] LANGUAGE a mark
which is written above a letter in some lan-
guages, e.g. ‘é¢’, showing you how to pronounce
the letter

acute angle

with something else Add the eggs to the cream.
2 [I, T] to increase an amount or level
Then there’s the service charge which adds
another ten percent to the bill. 3 [T] to
say another thing [+ that] She said she liked
him but added that he was difficult to work
with. 4 MATHEMATICS [T| to put two or more
numbers or amounts together to get a total
DSee also: add insult? to injury

add (sth) up phrasal verb MATHEMATICS to put
numbers together in order to reach a total
When you add up everything we’ve spent, it’s
cost well over £200.

not add up phrasal verb informal If something
does not add up, you cannot believe it is true.
She gave me an explanation but somehow it
doesn’t add up.

adder /'zdo/ noun [C] a small, poisonous snake

addict /'=dikt/ noun [C] 1 HEALTH someone who
cannot stop taking a drug a heroin/drug
addict 2 informal someone who likes some-
thing very much and does it or has it very
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addicted 10

often a T'V/computer game addict o She admits
to being a crossword addict.

addicted /o'diktid/ adjective 1 HEALTH not able
to stop taking a drug He later became addicted
to heroin. 2 informal liking something very
much and doing or having it too often He’s
addicted to chocolate/football.

1752 WORD PARTNERS FOR addiction

fight/have/suffer from an addiction e alco-
hol/drug/gambling addiction e addiction to
sth

addiction /o'dikf°n/ noun [C, U] HEALTH when
you cannot stop doing or taking something be-
cause you are addicted to it

addictive /o'diktiv/ adjective HEALTH If some-
thing is addictive, it makes you want more of
it so that you become addicted. Tobacco is
highly addictive.

addition /o'dif*n/ noun 1 in addition (to sth)
added to what already exists or happens, or
more than you already do or have In addition
to teaching, she works as a nurse in the holi-
days. 2 MATHEMATICS [U] the process of adding
numbers or amounts together in order to get
a total 3 [C] a new or extra thing which is
added to something Defender Matt Smith is the
latest addition to the team.

additional /o'dif*n?l/ adjective extra to what
already exists We plan to take on an additional
ten employees over the next year. eadditionally
adverb

ad'dition reaction noun [C] CHEMISTRY a
chemical reaction where two whole molecules
join together to form one larger molecule

additive /'zditiv/ noun [C] FOOD a chemical
which is added to food in order to make it taste
or look better or to keep it fresh

add-on /'zdon/ noun [C] COMPUTING a piece of
equipment that can be connected to a com-
puter to give it an extra use

4753 WORD PARTNERS FOR address

give sb your address e your business/home/
work address e a change of address

o+xaddress? /o'dres/ ©@) /'=dres/ noun [C] 1 [BUILD-
ING DETAILS] the details of where a building is,
including the building number, road name,
town, etc 2 INTERNET a series of letters, signs,
or numbers used to send email to someone or
to reach a page of information on the Internet
an email/web address 3 a formal
speech to a group of people SSee also: forward-
ing address, public address system

address? /o'dres/ verb [T] 1 [BUILDING DETAILS| to

list of names and email addresses 2 a book in
which you keep a list of names and addresses

adept /'zdept/ adjective good at doing some-
thing difficult Skhe’s very adept at dealing with
the media.

adequate /'wdikwot/ adjective 1
enough I didn’t have adequate time to pre-
pare. 2 [QUITE GOOD] good enough, but not very
good The sound quality isn’t exceptional but
it’s adequate for everyday use. ©0pposite inad-
equate eadequately adverb Make sure you are
adequately equipped for the journey.

adhere /od'hio/ verb [I] formal to stick to a sur-
face
adhere to sth phrasal verb to obey a rule or
principle We always adhere strictly to the
guidelines.

adherence /sd'hiorns/ noun [U] formal when
someone obeys a set of rules or principles
eadherent noun [C] formal someone who obeys
a particular set of rules, principles, etc

adhesive /od'hiisiv/ noun [C] DT a substance
used for sticking things together eadhesive ad-
Jective

ad hoc /axd'hok/ adjective not regular or
planned, but happening only when necessary
We meet on an ad hoc basis.

adipose /'zdipous/ adjective [always before
noun] BIOLOGY of animal fat adipose tissue

adjacent /o'dsers'nt/ adjective formal If two
things are adjacent, they are next to each
other. The fire started in an adjacent building.
o They live in a house adjacent to the railway.

adjacent 'angle noun [C] MATHEMATICS one of

two angles that are formed when one angle is
divided by a straight line

o«adjective /'azdsiktiv/ noun [C] LANGUAGE a

word that describes a noun or pronoun. The
words ‘big’, ‘boring’, ‘purple’, and ‘obvious’
are all adjectives. eadjectival / adzik'taivel/
adjective containing or used like an adjective
an adjectival phrase

adjoining /o'dzomimy/ adjective next to and
joined to something an adjoining room

adjourn /s'dzam/ verb [, T| formal to stop a
meeting, especially a legal process, for a
period of time or until a later date The judge
adjourned the case until March 31. eadjourn-
ment noun [C]

adjudicate /5'dzu:dikert/ verb (I, T| formal LAW
to make an official judgment or decision about
a competition or disagreement Occasionally,
he has to adjudicate on a pensions matter.

write a name or address on an envelope or par-
cel A parcel arrived addressed to Emma.
2 to deal with a problem We have to
address the issue/problem before it gets
worse. 3 formal to speak to someone, or
to give a speech to an audience Today she will
be addressing a major conference in London.
4 address sh as sth formal to give someone a
particular name or title when you speak or
write to them Do you think I should address
him as ‘Mr Benson’ or ‘Albert’?

a'ddress book (US 'address book) noun [C] 1
COMPUTING a computer document that keeps a

djudication /5 dzu:di'keif>n/ noun [U] eadju-

dicator noun [C|

adjust /o'dzast/ verb 1 [T] to change
something slightly so that it works better, fits
better, or is more suitable You can adjust the
heat using this switch here. o The figures need
to be adjusted for inflation. 2 1] to
change the way you behave or think in order
to suit a new situation They found it hard
adjusting to life in a new country.

adjustable /o'dzastobl/ adjective able to be
changed slightly in order to suit different
people or situations an adjustable seat

| aram ‘ 31 her ‘ iz see | o1 saw ‘ u: too | army | av how ‘ o hair ‘ er day | au no ‘ 12 near | o1 boy ‘ 02 poor | aro fire ‘ aua sour ‘
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