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Series editors’ preface

For some years now, the Modern Language Centre of the Ontario In-
stitute for Studies in Education (OISE), Toronto, Canada, has played a
leadership role internationally in the study of education in and through
a second language. Thus, the recent completion of a major five-year
OISE study of the development of bilingual proficiency in school-age
children naturally attracted considerable interest among researchers and
educators alike. We are pleased to publish here the findings of that
project, together with expert reaction papers and discussion of the im-
plications for practice.

The Development of Bilingual Proficiency (DBP) project consisted of
a series of related studies in three major areas: the components of second
language proficiency, the effects of classroom instruction on second lan-
guage learning, and the relationship of proficiency to age differences and
social-environmental factors. The project involved several source and
target languages (English, Spanish, French, Portuguese, and Japanese)
and a variety of different types of language programs. Along the way,
the research team addressed several key methodological issues, includ-
ing validation of the COLT (Communicative Orientation of Language
Teaching) classroom observation scheme.

As the DBP project was nearing completion in November 1987, a
symposium was convened at OISE at which experts critiqued the dif-
ferent studies in a series of invited reaction papers. Their contribu-
tions also helped relate the project findings to broader issues in
second language acquisition and in bilingual and immersion educa-
tion and went on to consider implications for policy and practice.
Those reaction papers are included here, too, along with responses to
them by project team members which provide an indication of the
lively audience discussions that followed. We think this format makes
for stimulating reading.

Drs. Birgit Harley, Patrick Allen, Jim Cummins, and Merrill Swain,
the editors of this volume, have done a fine job first as principal inves-
tigators on the DBP project and now in making the results of that work
available to a wider audience. We think the book enhances the reputation
for high-quality, socially relevant research for which the OISE Modern
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xii Series editors’ preface

Language Centre is respected. It is the kind of scholarship we are pleased
to publish in the Cambridge Applied Linguistics Series.

Michael H. Long
Jack C. Richards
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