
2  Part 1 – talking about familiar topics
Part 1 will last for approximately five minutes. The examiner will ask 
you about familiar topics such as your family, or likes and dislikes. 

2.1 	Look at the questions below on the topic of home, and think 
about how you would answer them. 

Let’s talk about where you live.

•	 What do you like most about your home town/city? [Why?]
•	 Is your home town/city a popular place for tourists to visit? 

[Why/Why not?]
•	 Do you think your home town/city has changed much in 

recent years? [Why/Why not?]

2.2 	At the end of each question, there are follow-up questions in 
brackets. Why do you think the examiner sometimes uses them?

2.3	 Video 2  Watch a candidate called Emanuele answering the 
questions. As you listen, decide which statement below applies 
to Emanuele’s answers. 

A 	 His answers are a little too short – the examiner needs to ask 
follow-up questions.

B 	 He is clearly giving a prepared speech.
C 	 He answers naturally and fully.

2.4 	Practise by answering the questions below. Record yourself if 
possible. Don’t use any notes or learn a prepared answer. 

•	 What food is typical of your home country? [Why do you think that is?]
•	 Are there any special festivals or celebrations in your town/city? 

[Can you tell me about that?] 
•	 What advice would you give to a visitor to your town/city? [Why?]

2.5	 Listen back to your answers. Did you answer the questions fully? 
Would an examiner need to have used the questions in brackets?
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