CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-62765-8 - Lessons from Nothing: Activities for Language Teaching with
Limited Time and Resources

Bruce Marsland

Frontmatter

More information

Lessons from Nothing

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521627656
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-62765-8 - Lessons from Nothing: Activities for Language Teaching with
Limited Time and Resources

Bruce Marsland

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge Handbooks for LanguageTeachers

This is a series of practical guides for teachers of English and other
languages. Illustrative examples are usually drawn from the field of
English as a foreign or second language, but the ideas and techniques
described can equally well be used in the teaching of any language.

Recent titles in this series:

Using Newspapers in the Classroom
PAUL SANDERSON

Teaching Adult Second Language Learners
HEATHER MCKAY and ABIGAIL TOM

Teaching English Spelling
Apractical guide
RUTH SHEMESH and SHEILA WALLER

Using Folktales
ERIC TAYLOR

Personalizing Language Learning
Personalized language learning activities
GRIFF GRIFFITHS and KATHRYN KEOHANE

Teach Business English
A comprehensive introduction to business English
SYLVIE DONNA

Learner Autonomy
Aguide to activities which encourage learner responsibility
AGOTA SCHARLE and ANITA SZABO

The Internet and the Language Classroom
Practical classroom activities and projects
GAVIN DUDENEY

Planning Lessons and Courses
Designing sequences of work for the language classroom
TESSA WOODWARD

Using the Board in the Language Classroom
JEANNINE DOBBS

Learner English (second edition)
MICHAEL SWAN and BERNARD SMITH

Teaching Large Multilevel Classes
NATALIE HESS

Writing Simple Poems
Pattern poetry for language acquisition
VICKI L. HOLMES and MARGARET R. MOULTON

Laughing Matters
Humour in the language classroom
PETER MEDGYES

Using Authentic Video in the Language

Classroom
JANE SHERMAN

Stories
Narrative activities for the language classroom
RUTH WAJNRYB

Language Activities for Teenagers
edited by SETH LINDSTROMBERG

Pronunciation Practice Activities
Aresource hook for teaching English pronunciation
MARTIN HEWINGS

Five-Minute Activities for Business English
PAUL EMMERSON and NICK HAMILTON

Drama Techniques (third edition)
Aresource hook of communication activities
for language teachers

ALAN MALEY and ALAN DUFF

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521627656
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-62765-8 - Lessons from Nothing: Activities for Language Teaching with
Limited Time and Resources

Bruce Marsland

Frontmatter

More information

Lessons from Nothing

Activities for language teaching
with limited time and resources

Bruce Marsland

Consultant and editor: Penny Ur

7.5l CAMBRIDGE

©Jp) UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521627656
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-62765-8 - Lessons from Nothing: Activities for Language Teaching with
Limited Time and Resources

Bruce Marsland

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521627658

© Cambridge University Press 1998

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1998
11th printing 2007

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Marsland, Bruce
Lessons from nothing: activities for language teaching with
limited time and resources / Bruce Marsland
p. cm. — (Cambridge handbooks for language teachers)
Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.
ISBN 0 521 62765 6 pbk.)
1. English language — Study and teaching — Foreign speakers — Aids
and devices. 2. Language and languages — Problems, exercises, etc.
I. Title. II. Series.
PE1128.A2M343 1998
428’ 007°2 —dc21 98-24907
CIP

ISBN 978-0-521-62765-8 paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521627656
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-62765-8 - Lessons from Nothing: Activities for Language Teaching with
Limited Time and Resources

Bruce Marsland

Frontmatter

More information

To my parents

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521627656
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-62765-8 - Lessons from Nothing: Activities for Language Teaching with
Limited Time and Resources

Bruce Marsland
Frontmatter
More information

Contents

Acknowledgements x
Introduction 1

1 Activities using no resources

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
1.7
1.8
1.9
1.10
1.11
1.12
1.13
1.14
1.15
1.16
1.17
1.18
1.19
1.20
1.21
1.22
1.23
1.24
1.25
1.26
1.27
1.28

Action mimes 6
Adverb game 7
Alibi 8
Changeit 9
Changes 11
Cheating story 12

Clapping association 13

Clapping story 14
Clapping verbs 15
Clapping vocab 16
Commentary 17
Conditional string 18
Debates 19

Designs 20

Fizz buzz 21
Guessing games [ 22
Guessing games I[I 24
Guess the story 25
Icanlcan’t 26
Improv 27

Puzzle story 29
Simon says 30

Spot the lie 31
Statues 32

String 33

Tableaux 34

What use is it? 35
Why Ilove 36

vil

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521627656
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-62765-8 - Lessons from Nothing: Activities for Language Teaching with
Limited Time and Resources

Bruce Marsland

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

2 Activities using pens and paper only 38
2.1 Anagrams 38
2.2 Categories 39
2.3 Class story 40
2.4 Cross words 41
2.5 Doodles 42
2.6 Draw and describe 43
2.7 Fathers and daughters 44
2.8 Hangman 46
2.9 Letters 47
2.10 Pictureit 48
2.11 Ratings 50
2.12 Self questioning 51
2.13 Sentence anagrams 52
2.14 Sentence games 54
2.15 Silent story 56
2.16 Word change 56

3 Activities using pens and paper only 58
3.1 Bingo 58
3.2 Chinese whispers 59
3.3 Consequences 60
3.4 Definitions 62
3.5 Dictation 63
3.6 Giving presents 64
3.7 Poems alive 65
3.8 Poetry points 67
3.9 Rephrasing 68
3.10 Writing! 69

4 Activities using blackboard, pens and paper 71
4.1 Dictogloss 71
4.2 Ladders 72
4.3 Picture to draw 74

5 Activities using other resources 76
5.1 Change chairs 76
5.2 Going blind 77
5.3 Hats 78
5.4 Inthe chair 79
5.5 Picture postcards 80
5.6 Read all aboutit! 81

viil

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521627656
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-62765-8 - Lessons from Nothing: Activities for Language Teaching with
Limited Time and Resources

Bruce Marsland

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
5.7 Talk 82
5.8 Tourists 83
5.9 WhoAmI? 84
References 85
Bibliography for limited-resource situations 86
Index according to language activity type 90
X

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521627656
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-62765-8 - Lessons from Nothing: Activities for Language Teaching with
Limited Time and Resources

Bruce Marsland

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

Many thanks must go to the teachers and students who worked with me
in Bulgaria, and whose ideas and enthusiasm were invaluable in
collecting and trialling many of the activities contained in this book.
Thanks too, for help and support, to: David Marsh (University of
Jyviskyld), Sarah Donno, Lesley Gourlay, and of course Penny Ur and
all at Cambridge University Press.

The author and publishers are grateful to the authors, publishers and
others who have given permission for the use of copyright material
identified in the text. It has not been possible to identify the sources of all
the material used and in such cases the publishers would welcome
information from copyright owners.

The Wylie Agency for the adapted extract on p. 55 from The Man Who
Mistook His Wife For A Hat by Oliver Sacks © Oliver Sacks. All rights
reserved; Janet Turnbull Irving and Bloomsbury for the adapted extract
on p. 60 which is taken from the short story ‘Almost in Iowa’ in the
book Trying To Save Piggy Sneed by John Irving published by Blooms-
bury Publishing Plc in 1993; Faber and Faber Ltd for the extract on
p. 66 from Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead by Tom Stoppard;
‘A Cat, A Horse and the Sun’ on p. 68 from Strictly Private is reprinted
by permission of The Peters Fraser and Dunlop Group Limited on behalf
of Roger McGough © Roger McGough, 1981; the extract on p. 69
from Under Milk Wood by Dylan Thomas published by Everyman in
1985 is reprinted by permission of David Higham Associates and by
permission of New Directions Pub. Corp.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521627656
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

