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Ideas for Further Research and Further Reading

Chapter 1
1. In the last few years, a new communication form called Grafedia has appeared. Grafedia is a hyperlinked text written by hand onto physical surfaces, linking to media-rich content. For instance, you might see some graffiti on the street that contain words underlined in blue, indicating that they’re hyperlinked. You can then send a text message with the word on your cell phone to an email address, and in return you’ll receive a reply in the form of art work or some other visual. The inventor of grafedia, John Geraci, suggests that people can do many things with this new form of communication: make street art, leave behind a kind of calling card for others, have running dialogues, create narratives, and so on. The possibilities seem endless.
One contributor to a blog that discusses innovations in web journalism has suggested that
grafedia has potential as a tool to create a new form of journalism – “immersion stories.” People would go to a site, like a park or a building, and get a “feature story” about that place by retrieving information from a service such as Geraci’s. The writer suggests that the person retrieving information would no longer be called a “story reader,” but a “story user.”
Clearly, every new medium that makes possible communication can be analyzed for its significance within the culture that has produced it. For this assignment, we would like you to explore this new form of multimedia communication and consider its significance, including the implications for its use and its audience of users. To learn about grafedia, first visit Geraci’s website at grafedia.com. Read about what grafedia is and how to make it, and then, following the site’s directions, make your own grafedia. If you want to make your grafedia in a public place, go ahead. Alternatively, you might want to tell just a few friends about it, giving them the word and code to access. (Note: if you feel you are not technically savvy enough to create an actual media file (required to create grafedia), then write an imaginary grafedia by indicating what word you would hyperlink and then what response you would have the service send to the user.
After experimenting with this new form, consider the following questions and write a 2-3 page response.
1. Think about how we have defined language in this chapter. Would you call grafedia a language? Why or why not? What else might you call this form of communication?
2. One of the questions under the FAQ section of the grafedia website asks how people will know to enter the address of grafedia.net into their phones. In answering, the site states, “To a certain extent, . . . grafedia is intended for an audience of insiders – those [who] don’t know about grafedia are not necessarily the target audience.” Consider this statement in light of what you have said about language in the question above. How might the exclusionary words of this answer indicate that grafedia both is and is not a language? What audiences might use grafedia and what audiences might reject it? And for what reasons?
Another question on the FAQ asks what a person should do if the word he wants to use is already taken. The site answers that words are “overwriteable,” that is, a person will be able to upload an image to a word that’s already taken, thus displacing the image that was there. We ask you to think about the implications of the fact that someone’s grafedia may be overwritten, that it can be erased at any time. Why might the fact that it is impermanent be appropriate for the kind of medium you have labeled it?
2. Some commentators have criticized the over-use of technology in our world, such as that used in grafedia, fearing that our increased devotion to “machines” isolates us from one another, and even from our inner selves in the sense that we are constantly bombarded by the technologies around us, which prevent us from having an interior life. Take some time, now, to explore this viewpoint a little more. First, go to http://archives.obs-us.com/obs/english/books/nn/bdbirk.htm, where you will find excerpts from Prof. Sven Birketts’, The Gutenberg Elegies: the Fate of Reading in an Electronic Age, a classic jeremiad on the fate of a world (our own) controlled by its electronic media. Read and summarize Birketts’ arguments and then respond to them with your own thoughts and opinions. 
3. Think and write about your experiences in studying a second language either in school or at the college level. Jot down what you can remember in answer to the following questions: What did you learn first, phrases for communication like Hello or How are you? Or names of objects, like tree and house? Or verbs like walk and run?  How long did it take you to learn to make sentences? What aspects gave you the most trouble? At what point did you consider yourself to be proficient or competent in this second language? Now think about toddlers just learning their first language and try to answer the same questions. Draw from your own experiences, from TV or movies, or even from other relevant classes for your knowledge. What similarities and what differences do you see between these two processes? 
Chapter 2

1. During the fall of 2005, the mass media reported on the “War on Christmas” conflict, a debate on the propriety of using the phrase “Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry Christmas.” Research the background of this controversy by exploring its history. When did these two phrases come in common use? Is “Merry Christmas” truly the more traditional saying, as media accounts implied, being pushed aside by the more politically correct “Happy Holidays”? Do these phrases belong to particular language communities or are both widespread? Who privileges which greeting and why? 

2. The first news reports after Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast of the United States in 2005 referred to those left homeless as refugees. Over the next few days, as the result of numerous comments and complaints, the label then changed to evacuees or to survivors. After exploring the historical meanings and uses of these terms, consider their usage after Katrina. You’ll want to find out who was applying these labels, as well as who was being labeled, in order to discuss the language communities being identified and/or privileged by these labels. Decide for yourself if you think these labels matter.

3. Set up an interview with someone who is of your parents’ or your grandparents’ generation. Have prepared ahead of time possible language communities that the person you’re interviewing does not belong to - for instance, this might be the language community of contemporary music heard on the radio, or the language of a certain technology sector, such as computers, or that of a certain age group, such as teen talk. Also prepare a vocabulary list of some words that may be used in these language communities, and show them to your interviewee. Ask the person his or her perceptions of these communities. Are the person’s opinions about the community as a whole shaped by opinions about its language? Or, vice versa, do his or her opinions about the language seem to be affected by the person’s view of the community as a whole? Note your interviewee’s answers and be ready to report your findings to the class. 

Chapter 3

1. Explore the inflectional differences between different regional uses of American English OR explore the inflectional differences between American English and other varieties of World English, such as Chinese English, Korean English, Indian English, and so on. Begin by finding examples of the language uses you want to analyze in written texts, movies, or TV shows. Identify the specific inflections used in each example, and then compare/contrast your results. Do all English users use an –s to form a plural, for example? Are you surprised by your results? Write a report explaining your analysis. 

2. Brainstorm with a few classmates about current events that might create prolonged contact between two different cultures. Might any of these situations lead to American English borrowing words from another language? Now do some research in current newspaper and magazine articles. Do you find any evidence to support or deny your ideas? Write a short report explaining your research and conclusions. 

Chapter 4

1. Choose three of the following words: alligator, barbecue, boondocks, canoe, cookie, cranberry, levee, prairie, rodeo, toboggan, yam.  Then research their origins in a good dictionary. (Your teacher may have specific guidelines for you to follow, such as using certain dictionaries in your library or accessing certain online sites.) You should be able to discover both the language of origin and the date of the first recorded usage in American English. 

Once you’ve learned about each word’s etymology, do a little more research on the history of the time period to discover what sort of contact American English speakers had with the speakers of each word’s originating language. For example, the word skunk comes from the now-extinct Massachusett language. Its first recorded appearance in American English dates to the 1630s. As you might have guessed from the name, the Massachusett people lived in the area around what is now called Massachusetts Bay. And they lived in close contact with the early Puritan settlers in that area. Since the mammal we know as a skunk today was unknown in England at that time, we can easily imagine the English-speaking settlers adopting the Native American word for it as they learned about their new homeland. 

Once you’ve completed your research, explain your findings in a written report. Conclude your report with a reflection on what your research has taught you about the American English lexicon. 

2. Develop your understanding of the forces that bring about language change by comparing/contrasting American English with a language that is on the verge of becoming extinct. You’ll find a list of endangered languages on the Ethnologue: Languages of the World website: http://www.ethnologue.com/nearly_extinct.asp. Research one of these languages to learn as much about its history as you can. Why is it on the verge of extinction? Does its history share anything in common with American English? How is its history different from American English? Once you’ve completed your research, explain your findings in a written report. End your report by speculating on the future of American English, based on what you now know about the history of this endangered language. 

3. Indo-European is just one of the language families of the world. Learn more about the methods of historical linguistics by researching the history of another language family. You’ll find a list of them on the Ethnologue: Languages of the World website: < http://www.ethnologue.com/family_index.asp>. As you learn about this new language family, pay particular attention to how linguists and language scholars have discovered its history. What characteristics seem to be essential in identifying a language family? Once you’ve completed your research, explain your findings in a written report. End your report by reflecting on the value of your research to understanding the history of American English.    
Chapter 5

1. One area of current research into grammar lies in animal communication. Once linguists believed that the human capacity for language separated people from animals, but now research into animal communication is bringing that particular barrier into question. In the 1970’s, primatologist Sue Savage-Rumbaugh taught bonobos to point at pictograms to express a particular desire or emotion. The apes then learned to string images together to create “sentences.” More recently, in 2006, Timothy Gentner, Kimberly M. Fenn, Daniel Margoliash and Howard C. Nusbaum have discovered that European Starlings can distinguish complex syntactical patterns previously believed to be unique to human language. Read at least three recent articles (published since 2001) about research in the area of animal communication and grammar. Next, write a report summarizing your readings and then explaining your own, more-informed, stance. Does human language seem to be different from animal communication, or do humans simply use more language rather than using a different kind of language?  

2. Teaching grammar in the public schools is a complex issue. Explore some of the methods of teaching grammar being currently used by examining a few different grammar textbooks for elementary, middle or high schools in your area. You might find samples of these texts in the Education section of your college library. Prepare a report that summarizes the methods used in these textbooks to teach grammar and then evaluates the methods in terms of what you’ve learned in Chapter 5.  Also be prepared to discuss your findings with your class. 

3. Complaints about the “incorrect” language of today’s youth are easy to find in newspaper and magazine articles, letters to the editor, editorials, and so on. And complaints like this are easy to find for previous generations as well. Every generation seems to disapprove of how the next generation is using language. Find at least two complaints like this that focus specifically on grammar. Then write a response to them, using the knowledge that you now have about what grammar is and how American English grammar works. 

Chapter 6

1. Some dictionaries transcribe the common pronunciations of words. When more than one pronunciation appears in an entry, the first indicates the pronunciation most commonly used and the last indicates the pronunciation that isn’t used as frequently. But no attempt is made to record different dialects, unless you are consulting a dictionary of a specific dialect. In addition, every individual’s idiolect will cause variation in pronunciation. 

Consult a dictionary to discover the recorded pronunciations for the words in Exercise #1 above. Then compare the dictionary transcriptions with those of your own pronunciations, remembering that dictionaries frequently use their own symbols rather than IPA (you’ll find an explanation for the pronunciation symbols in the dictionary’s introduction.) Do your pronunciations match those of common usage all of the time? Some of the time? None of the time? Write a report of your findings and then explain why you think your pronunciations match or don’t match those of the dictionary. 

2. As you know, American English and British English spelling, and pronunciation, don’t always agree. Find the British spellings for the following words, as well as an explanation for why the difference exists. 

American English

British English 
 Reason for difference

Omelet

Labor

Mold

Mustache

Wagon

Aluminum

Pajamas

Carburetor

Jewelry

Skeptic

3. You may be familiar with phonics, the method of teaching literacy by enabling students to match individual letters with the sounds they represent and so read a word by decoding it. Although phonics was developed over a century ago, it has gone in and out of practice in American schools. Research at least one other method used to teach literacy and then write a report comparing/contrasting the two methods. 

Chapter 7 

1. Many researchers today use collocation (or corpus) analysis, the use of computers to analyze speech, to determine which words and phrases are most frequently used by native speakers. This type of analysis has been useful in studying idioms, those troublesome parts of language that ELLs often struggle to learn. Look up in your school’s ERIC database two or three articles that describe the use and implications of corpus analysis in the study of idioms. You might want to narrow your study by researching a specific type of idiom. Consider, for instance, those formed with prepositions, which give English language learners a lot of problems: sleep over at one’s house, run up a bill, hold on a minute, etc. Write a brief summary of each article and then draw your own conclusions about the effectiveness of corpus analysis in this particular learning area of English.

2. Choose a product area and study the language of its advertising in several examples of print media. Analyze the type of language used and determine what you believe its effects may be on its intended audience. For example, you might look at ads for household cleaners. How are the products described? What is the tone of the language used? What methods have the advertisers used, apparently, to convince the reader to buy, and what do you believe is the effect on the reader? Write up your analysis in a short paper.

3. Look up the use of metaphors in a language other than English. Perhaps focus upon one aspect of language use: for example, in education, in government, etc. Start with making a list of metaphors used in the language you have chosen. Then analyze the list. Can you make some generalizations about how the metaphors used reflect the cultural practices, beliefs, or conventions of that culture? Give some examples in a write-up of your research. You may need to examine your library’s databases for articles on metaphors and foreign languages.

Chapter 8

1. The fact that many non-English speaking people have immigrated over the years to this country has also significantly shaped regional American English dialects. Choose one of the immigrant groups listed below and do some research on its history of immigration and life in the United States, focusing specifically on its language. Is the language still spoken? How has it been modified? What elements of the language may persist or have been transferred into an English variation? What are the reasons for the changes you note in the language? 



Pennsylvania Dutch



Louisiana Cajuns



South Carolina and Georgia Gullah



Cantonese speakers in San Francisco’s Chinatown

2. The notion of English as a sexist language has been widely discussed and debated within the last thirty years in the United States and abroad. Of course, the English language itself isn’t sexist, but, rather, it reflects sexist attitudes in our society. Some of the sexist aspects identified in English include the use of male nouns and pronouns as general nouns, “he” and “Man” for example, which stand for both men and women, and the privileging of the male in relationships of association, seen in such expressions as husband and wife, king and queen, or host and hostess where reversal of the two items in relationship never occurs. English has also been called sexist in its social titles. Whereas the two forms of address that exist for women, Miss and Mrs., denote a woman’s married status, males are referred to by only one form, Mr., which does not indicate whether the man is married or not. One way to combat this apparent inequality has been the use of the title “Ms.” for women, a label that does not reveal a woman’s marital state. For this question, research the invention and the use of “Ms.” Where did it come from? How widespread is its use, and who uses it? After conducting your research, decide whether you think its use has helped to make the English language “less sexist.”

3.   One example in which the importance of the determination of dialects can be seen occurs in the situation of Native American tribes in the United States. Here, the definition of a dialect is crucial to its community of speakers because language is often one of the deciding factors in determining whether or not a tribe receives formal tribal status from the United States government. Those tribes whose languages have been deemed distinct from English receive formal status, enabling them to qualify for entitlements from the federal government, such as allocation of reservation lands and other financial subsidies. 

One Native American group that has tried to use language in order to get federal status is the Lumbee tribe in North Carolina. Although granted full, formal tribal status by the state, the federal government only recognizes the Lumbee as a Native American tribe “without entitlements.” The Lumbee have been working to change this status for over thirty years, and part of their efforts has been to document their language history. Unfortunately this has been made difficult by the fact that they have lost their ancestral language due to European colonization beginning in the 16th century (Wolfram et al., 1998). Linguists now identify Lumbee as a distinctive English dialect, not a separate language. 

Research the Lumbee people and their language to find out how the declaration of their language as an English dialect, and not as a Native American language, has affected their rights and identity as a native people. Their website at www.lumbeetribe.com should get you started. 

Chapter 9

1. One Native American language that has experienced its share of fortunes and reversals is Navajo, currently the most widely spoken indigenous language in the United States, with speakers living in every state, as well as in the District of Columbia. Like other tribes, in the first half of the twentieth century, the Navajos experienced the government-sponsored programs of forced assimilation that resulted in a drastic reduction in the numbers of people speaking the native tongue. This decline would continue after WWII, as the Navajos, like other Native Americans, became increasingly assimilated into mainstream American culture: many left the reservations to seek work while, at the same time, the outside, English-speaking world came to them through increased educational opportunities, television, and other forms of material culture. 

Fearing the death of their native language, in 1984 the tribe mandated that Navajo language and culture be taught in all Navajo reservation schools. Research what the results have been of this mandate, answering the following questions: How many speakers of Navajo exist today? Where do most of these speakers live? What programs are in place to secure the future of the Navajo language?

2. An interesting phenomenon that has occurred with the gradual decrease of the number of Navajo speakers has been the simultaneous rise of Navajo English, now the most widely spoken language on the Navajo Reservation. Like some other “hyphenated dialects,” Navajo English is often viewed as an inferior form of English by a public that continues to judge dialects by comparing them to Standard American English. For this reason, Navajo English speakers have often been criticized for their language use, especially in schools where many parents and educators believe children should speak only SAE. Linguists Benally and Viri (2005) comment that Navajo English could be a bridge between the living Navajo language and Standard English but, as yet, no studies have been undertaken to explore what role it could play in either the learning of English by Navajo students or the preservation of the Navajo language. Write a one-page essay in which you comment on the implications of the rise of Navajo English as an American English dialect. To do this, you may want to consider other identified dialects such as Vietnamese English, Hmong English, Chinese English, and many others. How do dialects such as these affect their speakers’ learning of SAE? 

3. Over the last two decades, some universities and colleges have attempted to enact hate speech policies on their campuses, often with less than satisfactory results. Although their intention is laudable -- protect people from being assaulted by hateful language -- in fact, many of these policies have been challenged because they may limit people’s freedom of speech. Investigate the issue of hate-speech policies on university and college campuses by using a search engine and also going on line to campuses that have attempted to enact them, such as Brown University, the University of Michigan, and others. Write a short paper in which you describe why these and other institutions have written hate-speech codes, why they have been enacted, and what their overall effect has been.

Chapter 10

1. As noted in the textbook in Chapter 9, many countries, such as Switzerland, Ghana, India, and others, have designated two or more languages as their official national languages. Research how language schooling works in one of these countries. Are students taught in both (or more) of the official languages? If so, how is this done – through immersion? Bilingual education? How well do most citizens speak the official languages? What does fluency depend upon? Age? Social class? Rural or city residency? Write up your findings in a 2-3 paper to be shared with your class.

2. Research some of the past discussions held by member countries of the European Union as they debated which languages would become the official EU means of communication. How did member states ultimately decide upon the current 23 official EU languages? And how does the EU conduct its business daily in 23 languages? What language policies, if any, exist in the EU? And, are there any current conflicts over language usage in the EU. If yes, what are they and how are they being resolved? Write up your findings in a 1-2 page paper to be shared with your class.

3. Go on to a blog on which teachers of English as a second language participate and see what comments are being made about bilingual vs. immersion methods of education, multicultural classrooms, and teaching English as a second dialect. You may want to try the following sites:  http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/learning-the-language/,   http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2009/08/immigration_law_part_of_new_te.html, and   http://uege5102-09m.blogspot.com/2009/07/bilingual-education-efficacy-and.html A list of ESL/EFL blogs on a number of topics can also be found at  http://esl.about.com/od/blogs/ESL_EFL_Teacher_Blogs.htm Can you draw some conclusions about where English teachers stand in the so-called “language wars”? What methods for teaching English do most teachers employ or at least favor?

