Tab. 20.1.  Levels of biodegradation as determined by organic compound classes removed by microbial oxidation or consequently enriched in the residual oil (Volkman et al., 1983).
	Biodegradation level
	
	Compounds removed or enriched

	Minor
	1
	None

	
	2
	Short n-alkanes absent

	Moderate
	3
	>90% of n-alkanes removed

	
	4
	Alkyleyelohexanes absent and isoprenoids reduced

	
	5
	Isoprenoids absent

	Extensive
	6
	Bicyclic alkanes absent

	
	7
	>50% of regular steranes removed

	Severe
	8
	Steranes altered and demethylated hopanes abundant

	Extreme
	9
	Demethylated hopanes predominate, disteranes formed, steranes absent


