Supplementary Electronic
Material: Chapter 5

Avian responses to transitional habitats
in temperate cultural landscapes:
woodland edges and young-growth.

ROBERT J. FULLER
British Trust for Ornithology



SUPPLEMENTARY ELECTRONIC MATERIAL: CHAPTER 5

Appendix E5.1 Shrubland habitat types supporting particularly distinctive assemblages
of breeding birds in Britain (updated from Mortimer et al., 2000)

Northern uplands: Principally birch Betula and juniper Juniperus scrub which is
relatively poor in bird species and strongly dominated by willow warbler Phylloscopus
trochilus (Gillings et al., 1998, 2000; Fuller et al., 1999a).

Western uplands: Upland slopes in Wales, the Shropshire Hills and south-west
England often carry mixtures of hawthorn Crataegus monogyna scrub and bracken
Pteridium aquilinum (termed ffridd in Wales) and sometimes gorse Ulex which can be
exceptionally rich in chats including whinchat Saxicola rubetra, stonechat Saxicola
torquata and redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus (Fuller et al., 2006).

Lowland heathland: Gorse Ulex spp. mixed with rank heather Calluna vulgaris supports
a species-poor assemblage including Dartford warbler Sylvia undata and stonechat
Saxicola torquata) (Bibby, 1978).

Lowland hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and mixed shrubland: The bird
communities are typified by high densities of warblers in the canopy-closure phase and
by yellowhammers Emberiza citrinella, linnets Carduelis cannabina and common
whitethroats Sylvia communis in the earlier stages of scrub growth.

Lowland blackthorn Prunus spinosa: Dense blackthorn Prunus spinosa appears to be
a preferred habitat of nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos in southern England, though
it also uses other scrub types and coppiced woodland (Fuller et al., 1999b; Wilson et al.,
2005). In other respects the bird assemblage resembles that of hawthorn Crataegus
monogyna scrub.

Wet shrubland: Sedge warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus, reed bunting Emberiza
schoeniclus and Cetti’s warbler Cettia cetti will use scrub, often in conjunction with
adjacent marsh or fen vegetation, including reedbeds. Marsh warbler Acrocephalus
palustris is an extremely rare breeder in high marsh vegetation with scattered bushes.

Coastal dunes: Sea-buckthorn Hippophae rhamnoides scrub, often mixed with
hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and elder Sambucus nigra, can support high overall
densities of birds including high densities of common whitethroats Sylvia communis,
linnets Carduelis cannabina and redpolls Carduelis flammea (Williamson, 1967; Morgan,
1978). Densities of common whitethroats Sylvia communis in particular can be
exceptionally high (Boddy, 1991).
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