Exercises to be used with Barber, Beal and Shaw (2009) The English Language: a Historical Introduction
These exercises are designed to facilitate inquiry-based learning and introduce readers to resources that are either freely available or available in most institutional or public libraries. 

Chapter 8: Early Modern English

Exercise 8.1: The legacy of Inkhorn terms (see pages 185-190)

The first part of chapter 8 deals with the supplanting of Latin by English as a high status, literary language and the resulting flood of loanwords from Latin into English. This exercise looks at the continuing effect of loans from this period on the vocabulary of English. There are many synonyms and partial synonyms in the language, some of which are used in everyday spoken and written language, whilst others tend to be confined to formal, intellectual and/ or specialised registers. Printed thesauri such as Roget’s could be used for this exercise, but we have used the thesaurus tool available in word-processing programmes such as Microsoft Word.

Instructions:

· Open the Tools menu from your word processing programme

· Select Language and then Thesaurus from the drop-down menus.

For each of these words belly, fear, friendly, help, warlike
· Type the word into the dialogue box and click on the arrow

· Make a note of the words that appear in the list below

· Look these up in the online Oxford English Dictionary www.oed.com and note 1) the date of the first citation and 2) the etymology 

Then consider the following questions:

· Which of these words have a Latin etymology? Are these the more learned/ less ‘everyday’ words? Are they words that you are familiar with and/ or would use?

· When were the words first cited? Is there a pattern of words with a Latin etymology being first cited in the 16th and 17th centuries?

· What other sources do the synonyms come from?

A broader discussion point:

· Is there still resistance to ‘inkhorn’ terms today? Compare the arguments and examples provided by the Plain English campaign (http://www.plainenglish.co.uk) with those put forward by opponents of Inkhorn words in the 16th century.

Exercise 8.2: Second person pronouns (pages 196-7)

In the text, an extract from Shakespeare’s Henry IV, part I is provided on p. 194. This is then used to exemplify various points about English grammar in the early modern period. The purpose of this exercise is to encourage readers to corroborate this evidence from other 16th and/ or 17th century sources. Suitable texts can be found in the following corpora/ databases:

· Early English Books Online (EEBO) http://eebo.chadwyck.com/home
· Literature Online (LION) http://lionreference.chadwyck.co.uk/ 

· The Complete Works of William Shakespeare http://shakespeare.mit.edu/ 

Find a text in which at least one person addresses another using both thou/ thee and you/ ye forms. Use the website’s search engine to find all instances of each of these forms in context, then consider the following questions:

· Who uses you/ ye and to whom?
· Who uses thou/ thee and to whom?
· What are the social characteristics of those addressed as thou/ thee and you/ ye respectively?
Then consider whether there are places where those normally addressed as you/ ye are addressed as thou/ thee or vice versa. How does this reflect either the emotional state of the speaker or changes in the relationship of the speaker and addressee?

