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Part I of this online component provides an alphabetical list of reconstructed 
lexical items by language group and individual language or language variety, 
starting off from the reconstructed PCC simple root. The list confronts the 
transcription(s) as found in the database (Gravina 2015) – in italics – with uni-
fied abstract representations of the reconstructed proto-language form(s) for 
each individual language or language variety. Occasionally, multiple reflexes 
of the word (as provided by the database) are represented. 

A note on transcription

At variance with the original transcriptions as contained in the database (Gravina 2015), 
we have replaced IPA ‘j’ by ‘y’ according to long-estabished use in Chadic linguistics 
and African linguistics in general. 

Apart from quoting the database entries – always in italics – as they are contained 
there, we have replaced ‘h’ and ‘hw’ by phonetically more adequate ‘x’ and ‘xw’. 

Further, we symbolise the non-low central vowel ‘schwa’ by ‘ə’ and not by ‘ɨ’, at 
variance with Gravina (2014, 2015).

Reconstructed (often semantically bleached and petrified) grammatical mor-
phemes are separated by hyphens from the reflexes of common simple roots, 
thereby indicating the morphemic build-up of so-called augmented roots. 
Reconstructed nasal clusters are distinguished from instances of prena-
salisation (N-prosody) irrespective of the transcriptions by field linguists 
as contained in the database. Cases of metathesis, homorganic nasalisation, 
segmental fusions, and sound changes are made explicit. In such cases, pre-
prosodification input is distinguished from post-prosodification output.

The reconstructed individual language proto-forms are given in segmental 
morphophonemic structure between slanted lines, with the abstracted relevant 
prosodies indicated preceding the leftmost slanted line. Exactly how the proso-
dies, single or combined, affect one or more segments of the morphophonemic 
representation, and how reduplication (RED) of root material is represented in 
phonetic surface realisations, is a matter of individual language histories; for 
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4 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

such details, see Part II of the online component. Also, for the identification 
of the ultimate segmental origin of each prosody in the historically underlying 
PCC reconstruction, the reader is referred to Part II of the online component 
where all this is made explicit.

With regard to the status of schwa on the individual proto-language level, 
non-phonemic (pro-and epenthetic) intrusive schwa will not be transcribed 
between slant lines. Where [ə] is assumed to be a conditioned allophone of 
*/a/ (likely conditioned by a pre-juncture position), it will be transcribed as /a/ 
where the synchronic transcriptions show schwa. The format of data presenta-
tion is the following:

Gloss PCC simple root
Language group Language Proto-form(s) by language  

(indicating morpheme  
boundaries and metathesis)

Synchronic 
form 
(transcription)

Able, to be	 *ba
Bata Bachama, Sharwa */m-ba-n/ mba(m), mban 
Daba Daba */m-ba-y/ mbay 
Hurza Mbuko */m-ba/ mba 
Mandara Podoko */m-ba/ mba 
Mofu Ouldeme */m-b-y/,  

*w/m-ba-ka/
mbi,  

mbako 
Zulgo, Merey */m-ba/ mba 
Gemzek */RED-m-ba-na/ mambana
Dugwor *y/RED-m-ba-y/ mambiy

Higi Kirya */m-ba-na/ mbanə 
Bana */m-ba-y/ mba(y) 

Gidar Gidar */a-RED-pa/ əbapa

Arm, hand1	 *dzva
Bata Bata *y/tfa/ tɨfe

Sharwa *y/tv-y/ tivi 
Gude, Jimi *y/ts-y-n(a)/ tʃiinə, tʃiyən
Tsuvan *y/tsva/ tʃəve

Mandara Mandara *y/rva/ erva 
Malgwa */rva/ ərva
Glavda */da/ də
Dghwede */dva/ dəva

Lamang Lamang *w/dzva/ dzəvo 
Hdi */dzv-w/ dzəvu 

Higi Kamwe-Futu *y/dzɓa/ dziɓə 
Psikye */dzva/ dzəvə
Bana */dva/ dəvə
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5Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Arm, hand2	 *x(a)ra
Daba Buwal, Gavar */ra/ ra
Mafa Mafa */ra-y/ ray

Cuvok */xa/ ha
Tera Tera */xar/ xar

Ga’anda *y/xara/ hera 
Sukur Sukur */r-y/,  

*/ra-y/
ri,  

rəi
Hurza Mbuko, Vame */ala-y/ alay
Mandara Matal */a-xal/ ahal 

Podoko */xara/ hara 
Mofu Zulgo, Gemzek */xr/ ahər 

Merey */xla-y/ həlay 
Dugwor */la-y/ lay
Mofu-Gudur, 

Mofu North
*/xar/ har 

Ouldeme, 
Muyang, Mada, 
Moloko

*/a-xar/ ahar 

Maroua Giziga-Marva */xan/,  
*/xan-k/

han,  
haŋ 

Giziga-Muturwa, 
Mbazla

*/xan-k/ haŋ

Armpit	 *x(a)b(a)wa
Bata Bachama *yw/ma-mwa-ta/ mwamwatœ 
Daba Buwal *w/m-bwa/ mbuwa 

Mbudum *w/RED-m-pa/ pumpa 
Gavar */RED-pa/ papa

Mafa Cuvok *w/m-bwa/ mbuwa 
Mafa */m-xbaw/ > */m-bxaw/ mbəhaw

Hurza Mbuko */ma-bwa-y-k/  
> *nyw/a-bya-k/ ambiyoek 

Margi Margi *nw/xbw/ humbu 
Kilba *nw/bw/ umbu 

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */m-bwa/ mbəwa 
Mofu North *w/m-bwa/ mbuwa 
Zulgo *ny/xb-y-ɗ/ himbiɗ 
Gemzek *ny/xba-ɗ/ həmbeɗ 
Ouldeme *nw/xbwa-y/ humbuway
Dugwor, Merey */m-xbawa-y-kw/  

> *nyw/xbaya-kw/ humbayekw 
Moloko */m-bawa-y-kw/  

> *y/m-baya-kw/ mbeyewk 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *nw/xabwa/ hambuwə 

Kamwe-Futu *nw/xadwa/ haⁿduwa 
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6 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Ashes	 *pts(a)ɗa
Bata Bata *y/fta/ fɨte 

Bachama */ftaɗ-y-kwa/ > *yw/ftaɗ-ya/ fitœɗiye
Tera Tera *y/pdzt/,  

*y/pzt/
pədʒit,  

pəʒit 
Hwana *y/fsa/ fiʃe 

Margi Kilba */ptsɗ-w/ pətsəɗu 
Mandara Glavda */ftsa/, */ft/ aftsa, aft

Dghwede *yw/ftsɗa/ ftsut’e
Mofu Mofu North */ptsa-w/ pətsaw 

Muyang *y/vt-y/ viti 
Moloko *y/vta/ vəte 
Zulgo *y/bta/ bite 
Dugwor */bta/ bəta

Maroua Giziga-Marva *yw/ftsa/ aftʃo 
Giziga-Muturwa, 

Mbazla
*yw/fts-w/ futʃu 

Mbazla *yw/pts-w/ putʃu 
Kotoko-Island Buduma */fd-n/ fədən

Baboon	 *x(a)r(a)gw(a)va
Daba Mbudum */xalaf/ > */laxaf/ lahaf 

Daba *w/xalav/ > *w/laxav/ lohov 
Tera Tera */rwf/ ruf 
Hurza Mbuko *w/xrgwav/ hərgov 
Mandara Malgwa */na-lgwa/ > *w/na-gwla/, 

 */la-lgwa/ > *w/la-gwla/
nagula,  

lagula 
Glavda *w/lkwva/ lukuva 

Mofu Merey *w/lwv/ > *w/wlv/ wuluv 
Ouldeme *w/alkwv/ alkuv 
Muyang *w/algwv/ aluguv 
Zulgo */alwv/ aluv 
Moloko *w/xrgwav/ hərgov 
Gemzek *w/xlav/ hulov
Mofu-Gudur */lagwav/ lagwav

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *w/lʔwf/ luʼuf 
Giziga-Marva *w/alʔwaf/ alʼof 

Lamang Lamang *w/lkwva/ lkwva, lukwva 
Hdi *w/lkwva-k/ lkuvak 

Gidar Gidar *w/lava/ lovo 

Baobab1	 *k(a)w(a)ka
Bata Tsuvan */RED-kwaka-n/ kukwakən 

Gude *w/RED-kwʔ-na/ kukuʼunə 
Sharwa */RED-kwʔa/ kəkəʼwə 
Bata *w/kaw-ta/,  

*/kawaka-y/ > *y/kakawa/
kawto,  

kaawe 
Bachama *yw/kaw-ta/,  

* yw/kawa/
kawtoe,  

koewe 
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7Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Tera Tera */kwka/ > *w/kkwa/ kukwa 
Ga’anda */kwka-ta/ > *w/kkwa-ta/ kukwata 

Hurza Mbuko *w/RED-ka/ koko 
Vame */RED-kwa/ kwakwa 

Margi Bura */kawg/ > *w/kagw/ kwagu, kogu 
Kilba */wg/ > */gw/ gu 

Mandara Matal *w/ma-kaka/ makwakwa 
Mandara, Glavda, 

Malgwa
*w/kaka/ kwakwa

Mofu Moloko *w/kaka/ koko 
Lamang Lamang *w/kawa/ kowo 

Hdi */kawʔ/ > */kaʔw/ kaʼu 
Higi Kirya *w/kwka/ kuku 

Bana *w/kka/ kwəkwə 
Kotoko-North Afade */kwka/ kuka 
Kotoko-Central Lagwan */kwka/ kuka 

Baobab2	 *b(a)t(a)w(a)ɓa
Daba Mbudum */ma-twɓ/ matuɓ 

Buwal */ma-taɓ/ mataɓ
Mafa Cuvok */m-batawa-y/ > 

*/m-bawata-y/ mbaatay 
Mafa *w/RED-m-bata/ mbotombota

Sukur Sukur */m-bwta/ mbutə 
Mofu Mofu North */ma-atawaɓ/ > */ma-ataɓ/ maataɓ

Mofu-Gudur */m-batawa-y/ > 
*/m-bawata-y/ mbaatay 

Beard	 *gw(a)ma
Sukur Sukur */ɣma-y/ ɣəmay
Hurza Mbuko */xma-y/ həmay
Margi Bura *w/kwm-y/ kumi  
Mandara Matal */a-gwa-y/,  

*w/a-gwa-y/
agway,  

agwoy 
Malgwa *w/kwma/,  

*w/wma/
kuuma,  

uuma 
Mandara */wma/ uma
Podoko *y/m-wma-y/ mume 

Mofu Ouldeme */ma-ma-y/ mamay
Gemzek */xma/ həma

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *w/RED-xwm-kw-n/ hummuŋ
Lamang Lamang */ɣma/ ɣma

Hdi *w/ɣwma-y/ ɣumay 
Higi Kirya *w/ɣwm-y/ ɣumi 

Kamwe-Futu *yw/ɣwɓa/ ɣuɓe 
Gidar Gidar *ny/a-gama/ aᵑgeme, eᵑgeme 
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8 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Beer1	 *v(a)xwa
Bata Bata, Tsuvan *yw/va/ vwe, əvwe

Sharwa */vxw/ > */vxw/ > */vwx/ vwəh 
Gude *w/n-va/ ənvwa 
Jimi *w/m-g-v-n/ ᵑgəvun 

Daba Gavar */ma-va/ mavə 
Mbudum */ma-vw/ mavu 
Daba *w/ma-vw/ movu 
Buwal */ma-vaw/ mavɑw 

Mandara Podoko *y/pxa/ pɨhe 
Malgwa */xwa/ hwa 

Beer2	 *ɣw(a)z(a)ma
Mafa Mafa *w/zam/ zom 

Cuvok *w/wzam/ wuzam 
Mandara Matal */gwzw/,  

*w/gwzw/
gwəzəw,  

guzu 
Malgwa *yw/ws-y-ka/ wuʃike

Mofu Muyang *w/zm/ zum 
Zulgo *w/gwzm/ guzum 
Mofu North */zam/ zam
Ouldeme, Mada, 

Mofu-Gudur
*w/wzam/ wuzam 

Mada *w/wzam/ wzom 
Merey, Dugwor *w/gwzam/ guzom 
Gemzek *w/gwzam/,  

*w/gwazam/
guzom,  

gozom 
Maroua Mbazla */zam/ zam

Giziga-Marva *w/m-zam/ muzom 
Lamang Lamang *w/ɣwza/ ɣuzo 

Hdi *w/ɣwzw/ ɣuzu 

Beer3	 *paɮa
Daba Daba */m-baɮa-ʔ/ mbaɮaʼ 

Mbudum */m-daɮa/ ⁿdaɮa 
Sukur Sukur */m-paɮa/ məpaɮə
Mandara Mandara, 

Malgwa
*/m-baɮa/ mbaɮa, mbadhla 

Mofu Ouldeme, 
Muyang, 
Moloko, Mofu-
Gudur, Mofu 
North 

*/m-baɮa/ mbaɮa 

Lamang Lamang */m-baɮa/ mbazla
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9Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Belch, to	 *gw(a)ɗ(a)ɮa
Daba Buwal */ɗaɮ/ ɗɑɮ

Mbudum */m-grɮ/ ŋɡəɾɮ 
Mafa Mafa *w/gwɮa/ guɮa 

Cuvok */ɗaɮa/ ɗaɮa
Hurza Mbuko *y/ɗɮa/ ɗəɮe 

Vame */ɮa-na-kw-na/ ɮanaŋa 
Margi Margi */waʔɮ-y/ > */ɮaʔw-y/ ɮaʼwi 

Bura *w/waʔɮ-y > *w/ɮaɓ-y/ ɮaɓwi 
Mandara Matal */ma-gɮa-y/ magɮay 

Glavda *y/gɮ-ga/ gɨɮᵊga  
Malgwa *y/yɮa/ iidhla 

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */ɗɮ/ ɗəɮ 
Ouldeme */gɮa-y/ gəɮay 
Zulgo *y/RED-ɮa/ ɮeɮe 
Mada *ny/ma-gɮa-a/ meᵑgɮea
Gemzek *y/ma-raɮa/ mereɮe 
Merey */raɬ/ raɬ

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/RED-ʔɮa-y/ > 
*y/ʔr-ɮaʔ-y/ ʼirɮiʼi

Lamang Lamang *w/wɬɗa/ wuɬɗa 
Hdi */m-gwɮ/ > */m-gɮw/ ŋəɮu 

Higi Bana */ɮ-y/ ɮi 
Kotoko-North Afade *y/ɬʔa/,  

*/wʔɮa-n/ > */ɬʔaw-n/
ɬʼe,  

ɬʼaun 
Mpade */m-wʔsa/ > *w/m-sʔa/ msʼo 

Kotoko-Central Lagwan *y/galɬ-y/ geliɬi 

Belly 	 *xw(a)ɗa
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */xwaɗ/ hwaɗ
Tera Ga’anda *y/xwra/ hwira 
Sukur Sukur *w/xwɗ/ huɗ 
Mandara Matal */xwɗ/ hwəɗ

Mandara, 
Malgwa, 
Dghwede

*yw/xwɗa/ huɗe 

Podoko *w/xwɗa/ huɗa 
Glavda *w/xwɗa/,  

*/xwd/
huɗa,  

xwəd
Mofu Ouldeme *w/xwra-ɗ/ xuraɗ 

Muyang, Zulgo, 
Merey 

*w/xwɗ/ huɗ 

Gemzek *w/xwɗ/,  
*w/xwaɗ/

huɗ,  
hoɗ 

Mada, Moloko *w/xwaɗ/ hoɗ 
Mofu North, 

Mofu-Gudur
*/xwaɗ/ hwaɗ

Dugwor */waɗ/ waɗ
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10 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Maroua Mbazla *w/wra/ wuru, awuru 
Lamang Lamang, Hdi *w/xwɗ-y/ xuɗi 
Higi Kamwe-Futu, 

Kamwe-Nkafa
*/xw-y/ hwi

Bana */xwr/ xwər
Kirya *w/xwr/ hwur

Musgum Vulum, Mbara */war/ war

Bird	 *ɗ(a)y(a)kwa
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok *y/ɗyak/ ɗiyak 
Tera Tera *y/ɗyka/ ɗyika, ɗiki
Sukur Sukur */ʔyak/ ʼyak 
Margi Bura */ɗyka/ ɗika 

Margi *y/ʔyka/ ʼikyi 
Kilba */ʔyakw/,  

*/ʔyagw/
ʼyaku,  

ʼyagu 
Margi-South */ʔyagw/ ʼyagu 

Mandara Glavda *y/ɗyka,  
*y/ɗy/

ɗiːka,  
ďii

Podoko *y/ɗya/ ɗiya 
Mandara *y/ɗya/ ƴ ie
Malgwa *y/ɗya/ ɠyiye
Dghwede *ny/ɗyga/ tʼiᵑge 
Matal */ɗyak-n/,  

*y/ɗyak-n/
ɗəyaŋ,  

ɗiyaŋ 
Mofu Gemzek *y/ɗyk-n/,  

*y/dyk-n/
ɗiyiŋ,  

diyiŋ 
Zulgo, Dugwor, 

Mofu-Gudur, 
Merey

*y/ɗyak-n/ ɗiyeŋ 

Ouldeme *y/ a-ɗakw-n/ aɗeŋw 
Moloko *y/a-ɗ-ya-n/ eɗəyen 
Muyang *y/a-ɗyk-n/ eɗiŋ 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/ɗyw/ ɗiyu(w) 
Giziga-Marva *y/ɗyaw/ ɗiyaw
Mbazla *y/ɗyaw/ ɗiyew 

Lamang Lamang, Hdi *y/ɗyak(a)/ ɗiyaka, ɗiyak 
Higi Bana *yw/ʔygw/ ʼyigwu 

Kirya */yka/ ikə 
Kamwe-Futu *yw/ya/ iyo 

Bite1, to	 *dza
Daba Gavar */m-k-tsa/ ŋtsa

Buwal *y/m-k-tsa/ ŋtʃa 
Daba *y/m-ka-ts/ ᵑgatʃ 

Mafa Mafa *y/dz(a)/,  
*y/m-dza/

dʒ-,  
ndʒe 
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11Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Mandara Malgwa *y/dza/ dʒa 
Matal */ma-tsa-y/ matsay
Dghwede */m-dza-xa/ ⁿdzaxa 
Podoko *y/m-dza-wa/ ndʒewe 

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */z/ z
Mofu North *y/ma-za-y/ mezey 
Ouldeme */ma-tsa-y/ matsay
Zulgo *y/dza/,  

*y/dza-r/
dze,  

dzer
Gemzek */dza-y/,  

*y/ma-dza/
dzay,  

medze 
Maroua Mbazla *y/ts-y/ tʃi

Bite2, chew, to	 *xw(a)p(a)ɗa
Hurza Mbuko */pa/ pa

Vame *y/pya/ piya 
Margi Margi */bɗa/ bɗə

Bura */bda/,  
*/bd-y/

bda,  
bdi 

Mandara Glavda *w/xwpaɗ-ga/ xupaɗᵊga 
Malgwa *w/kpaɗa/ ukpaɗa 
Podoko */wpaɗa/ upaɗa 

Mofu Muyang, Merey */xpɗ/ həpəɗ
Gemzek *y/ma-xpɗa/ mehəpəɗe 
Dugwor *y/m-pɗa-y/ məpəɗey
Ouldeme, 

Moloko
*/paɗ/ paɗ

Zulgo */RED-paɗ/ > */pa-pɗ/ papəɗ
Lamang Lamang */xpaɗa/ xpaɗa

Hdi */xɗa-y/  > *y/xʔda/ xiʼida 

Blind, to be; blind person	 *ɣw(a)r(a)fa
Bata Jimi */wrf-n/ wərəfən

Gude *w/wrfa/,  
*w/m-wrfa/

uurəfə,  
muurəfa 

Tsuvan *y/a-wlfa/ awəlfe 
Daba Daba, Gavar */wlf/ wələf 

Mbudum *w/wlf/ wuləf 
Buwal */wlaf/ ulaf 

Hurza Vame *w/ɣwlaf/ ɣulaf 
Mbuko *w/xwraf/ hurof 

Margi Kilba *w/wlfa/ wulfu 
Margi */lfa/ ləfə

Mandara Podoko *w/m-gwlfa/ ᵑguləfa 
Glavda *w/glfa/ gulfa 
Matal *w/glf/ guləf 
Malgwa *yw/wlfa/,  

*yw/m-wlfa/
wulfe,  

ŋulfe 
Mandara *y/walfa/ welfe
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12 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Mofu Ouldeme *w/wlf/ wuləf 
Mofu-Gudur *w/wlf/,  

*w/xwlf/,  
*w/wlaf/

wulf,  
hulf,  
wulaf 

Mofu North *w/wlaf/ wulaf 
Moloko *w/xlaf/ həlof 
Merey, Zulgo *w/gwlf/ guluf 
Gemzek, Dugwor *w/gwlaf/ gulof 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *w/xwlf/ huluf
Giziga-Marva *w/xwlaf/ hulof 

Lamang Lamang *w/ɣwlpa/ ɣulpa 
Hdi *w/ɣwlpa-kw/ ɣulpaku 

Higi Bana */ɣwlf/ ɣwələf
Kirya *yw/m-ɣwɽpa-a/ məɣuɽipaə
Kamwe-Futu *w/ɣwlp-y/,  

*w/ɣwla/
ɣuləpi,  

ɣulə 
Kamwe-Nkafa *w/ɣwl-y/,  

*y/ɣwal-y/
ɣuli,  

ɣweli 
Kotoko-Central Lagwan *w/m-xwf-y/ nxufi 

Mser *y/m-gwafa/ ngwafɨ 
Kotoko-South Zina */ɣwara-y/ > */ɣwayra/ ɣwayra

Blood	 *xw(a)b(a)za
Bata Bachama, Bata */m-baza-y/ > *ny/zaba/ zambe, zaambe 
Daba Mbudum *w/RED-m-bz/ mumbəz 

Gavar */RED-ma-ps/ > */ʔa-m-ps/ ʼampəs
Buwal */RED-m-baz/ mbambaz 

Mafa Mafa */RED-m-baz/ pambaz
Cuvok *y/RED-m-baz/ bembez 

Sukur Sukur *w/RED-m-bs/ mumbuss
Hurza Mbuko *y/ma-z/ mez 

Vame *yw/RED-m-za/ munʒe 
Margi Kilba *y/ma-s-y/ maʃi 
Mandara Podoko */m-wza/ muza 

Mandara, Malgwa *y/wza/ uʒe, uuʒe 
Matal *y/m-xwz/ > *y/ŋz/ aŋiz, aŋiʒ 

Mofu Ouldeme */ma-z-y/ > *y/a-mz/ amiz 
Mada *y/a-maz/ emeʒ 
Zulgo */RED-m-bz/ > */m-m-bz/ məmbəz
Mofu North, 

Mofu-Gudur
*/ma-m-baz/ mambaz

Gemzek, Merey */RED-m-baz/ > */ba-m-baz/ bambaz
Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/RED-m-bs/ > *w/p-m-bs/ pumbus 

Mbazla *w/xa-m-bs/,  
*w/ʔa-m-bs/,  
*w/a-m-bs/

hambus,  
ʼaᵐbus,  
ambus
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13Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Lamang Lamang *w/ɣwɓs-y/,  
*/wɓs-y/

ɣuɓsi,  
uɓsi 

Hdi */ws/ us 
Higi Kamwe-Futu, *y/RED-m-y/ myimyi 

Kamwe-Nkafa *y/RED-m-y/,  
*/RED-m-y/

myimyi,  
mimi 

Kirya, Bana */RED-m-y/ mimi 

Blow1, to	 *v(a)ɮa
Bata Bata *y/fl/ fil 
Hurza Mbuko *y/vɮa/ vəɮe
Mofu Merey */vɮ/ vəɮ

Zulgo *y/vɮ/ viɮ 
Gemzek *y/ma-vɮa/ mevəɮe 
Dugwor *y/m-vɮa-y/ məvəɮey 

Lamang Hdi *w/vɬa-y/ vuɬay
Kotoko-North Mpade *y/fl/ fɨl 

Malgbe *y/fla/ fɨle
Kotoko-

Central

Mser *y/vl/ vɨl 
Lagwan *yw/vl-w-n/ vɨlwun 

Blow2, to	 *v(a)tsa
Bata Tsuvan */a-vats-k-n/ avatskən
Sukur Sukur *w/vs/ vus 
Hurza Vame *w/f-wa/ fuwa 
Margi Bura */f-y/,  

*/f-ya/
fi,  

fya
Mofu Mofu-Gudur */f/ f

Moloko *y/fa/ fe 
Dugwor */ma-fa-y/ mafay
Gemzek *y/ma-vtsa/ mevətse 
Ouldeme */v-y/,  

*/vatsa-y/
vi,  

vatsay
Mada *y/ma-va-a/ mevea 
Muyang */v-w/ vu 

Maroua Giziga-Marva,  
Giziga-
Muturwa

*/f-y/ fi 

Mbazla */f-y-w/ > *w/f-w-y/ fuwi 
Lamang Lamang */va/,  

*y/v-ya/
va,  

viya 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa */vsa/ vəsə

Kamwe-Futu *y/vs-y/,  
*/v-y/

visi,  
vi 

Kirya */v-y/ vi 
Bana *y/v-y/ viy
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14 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Kotoko-Island Buduma */fa/ fa
Kotoko-North Afade */ft-y/ fti 

Mpade. Malgbe *y/fasa/ fasɨ 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/vs-y/ viʃi
Mser */vas/ vas

Musgum Mulwi */v-y-w/ > *w/RED-v-w-y/ vuvuwi

Body, self	 *ɣw(a)va
Mafa Mafa */va/ va

Cuvok */wav/ > */vaw/ vaw
Tera Tera */va/ va
Sukur Sukur */va/ və
Mandara Glavda */v/ v

Matal */kv/ > */vk/ vək
Dghwede */gva/ > */vga/ vəga
Mandara */wva/ > */vwa/ vua
Malgwa */wva-y/ > *yw/vwa/ vuwe
Podoko */kava/,  

*/na-va/
kava,  

nava
Mofu Gemzek, Merey, 

Dugwor, 
*/ba/ ba

Zulgo */ba/,  
*/va/

ba,  
va

Moloko */va/ va
Muyang */wv/ > */vw/ vu 
Ouldeme *w/va/ vo 
Mofu North */wav/ > */vaw/ vaw

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/va/ vo 
Lamang Lamang */ɣva/ ɣva

Hdi */ɣva/ > */vɣa/ vəɣa
Higi Kirya */va/ və

Bana */ɣva/ > */vɣa/ vɣa
Kamwe-Nkafa */gwa/ gwa
Kamwe-Futu *w/gwa/ gwo 
Psikye */gva/ gəva

Boil, to	 *kw(a)ɗ(a)xa
Bata Bachama *y/kwaɗasa/ kwaɗyasa 
Daba Daba *w/kwɗa-y/ kuɗay 

Mbudum *y/kdax/ kydeh 
Mafa Cuvok *w/kwɗaxa/ kuɗaha 
Tera Tera *w/kwrax-y/,  

*w/kwɮax/
kuraxi,  

kuɮakh 
Hurza Mbuko, Vame */kwaɗax(a)/ kwaɗah(a)
Margi Bura *w/kwda/ kudu 
Mandara Podoko */kwaɗaxa/ kwaɗaha

Malgwa */kwaɗa/ kwaɗa
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15Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Mofu Zulgo */kwaɗa/ kwaɗa
Mada */ma-kwaɗax/ makwaɗah
Gemzek *y/ma-kwaɗaxa/ mekweɗehe 
Mofu North *y/ma-kwaɗaxa-y/ mekweɗehey 
Dugwor *yw/ma-kwaɗaxa-y/ məkwoɗehey 
Ouldeme *y/kwaɗaxa-k-n/ kwaɗeheŋ 
Muyang *w/kwaɗaxa-y/ koɗɑhɑy 

Lamang Lamang */kwaɗaxa/ kwaɗaha
Hdi */kɗaxa-y/ kəɗahay 

Bone1	 *ɗy(a)ɬa
Bata Tsuvan *y/yɮa/ iɮe 

Sharwa */yla/ allə 
Gude */yla/ ila
Jimi */yl-n/ ilən 
Bachama */yla-kw/ > */ykwla/ >  

*y/wla/
uule 

Mafa Mafa */ta-ɬ/ taɬ
Cuvok */ɬa-r/ > */RED-ɬa-r/ ɬaɬar

Tera Tera *y/ɗɬ/,  
*y/ɗla/

ɠəɬ,  
qəli

Ga’anda *y/la/ ela 
Sukur Sukur */ta-ɬ/ taɬ
Margi Kilba *y/ɗyxa/ ɗihyi 

Margi */ɗyax-w/ ɗyahu 
Mandara Glavda */ɬa/,  

*/RED-ɬa/
ɬa,  

ɬaɬa
Podoko */ɬa/ > */RED-ɬa/ ɬaɬa
Dghwede *y/ɬa/ > *y/RED-ɬa/ ɬaɬe 
Mandara, Malgwa *y/xa/ > *y/RED-xa/ hyahye, hyehye 
Matal */a-ɬa-ɬ/ aɬaɬ

Mofu Muyang */a-ɬa-t/ aɬat
Ouldeme, Mada */a-ɬa/ > */a-RED-ɬ/ aɬaɬ
Zulgo, Gemzek */a-ta-ɬ/ ataɬ
Merey, Dugwor */m-ta-ɬ/ mətaɬ 
Mofu North */m-ta-ɬ/ > */n-da-ɬ/ ndaɬ 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/ta-ɬ(a)/,  
*y/a-ta-ɬ/

teɬ(e),  
eteɬ, ateɬ 

Giziga-Marva *y/a-ta-ɬ/ ateɬ 
Mbazla */RED-ʔaɬ/ ʼaʼaɬ

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *y/ʔyɬa/ ʼyithlə 
Bana *y/ʔyɬa/,  

*y/ɬa-r/
ʼyiɬə,  

eɬer 
Kamwe-Futu */yɬa/ iɬa 
Kirya */yɬa/ iɬə 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */a-xa-y/ ahay  
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16 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Kotoko-North Afade */m-ʔyɬa/ > *y/n-ɬʔa/ enɬʼi 
Malgbe */m-yɬa/ > *y/n-ɬa/ enɬi 
Mpade */m-ysa/ > *y/n-sa/ enʃi 

Kotoko-
Central

Mser */m-ys/ > *y/n-sy/ enʃi 
Lagwan */ma-yɬ/ > */a-ɬy/ aɬi 

Kotoko-South Zina */a-sa/ > */a-RED-sa/ asasə
Mazera */a-ʔysa/ > *y/a-RED-sʔya/ asisʼe

Gidar Gidar */ɬa-k-n/ > *y/RED-ɬaŋ/ ɬeŋɬeŋ 

Bone2	 *r(a)k(a)ɬa
Daba Mbudum *ny/k-rgɬ/ kirŋɡiɬ 

Buwal *ny/ka-rgaɬ/ kerəᵑgeɬ 
Daba */g-m-rgɮ-y/ > *ny/g-grɮ/ gᵑgiriɮ 

Hurza Mbuko */k-lakaɬ/ kəlakaɬ
Vame */a-kaɬ/ > */a-ɬak/  

> */RED-a-ɬak/ aɬəɬak
Mofu Moloko */k-lakaɬ/ kəlakaɬ
Musgum Mulwi, Vulum */ka-kɬa-y/ > *y/ka-ɬka/ keɬke 

Muskum *y/kɬ-t/ kɨɬɨt 
Mbara *ny/gɬ/ ᵑgiɬ 

Bow	 *r(a)ga
Bata Gude */raga/ raga

Bata *y/raga/ rage 
Jimi */rag-n/ ragən 

Mafa Mafa *y/laka-ɗ/ lekeɗ 
Cuvok */lak-n/ > */RED-laŋ/ lalaŋ

Tera Tera */r-y/ ri 
Sukur Sukur */ra-y/ ray
Hurza Vame */lka/ ləka

Mbuko *ny/lga/ liᵑge 
Margi Margi, Kilba,  

Margi-South
*/laga/ laga, lagga

Bura */la-y/ > */RED-l-y/ lali 
Mandara Podoko *y/lka/ lika 

Mandara, Malgwa *y/lka/ elke 
Matal */a-lak/ alak
Glavda */xa-laɣa/ > */laxaɣa/ >  

*/laaɣa/ laːːʁa 
Mofu Zulgo *y/lk-ɗ/ likiɗ

Gemzek */xa-la-k-n/ halaŋ
Dugwor *y/x-lak/ həlek 
Merey, Mofu 

North
*/la-k-n/ > */RED-la-ŋ/ lalaŋ

Mofu-Gudur *y/la-k-n/ > * y/RED-la-ŋ/ leleŋ
Ouldeme */a-lak/ alak
Mada *y/a-laka-ɗ/ elekeɗ 
Moloko *ny/ma-ga-lak/ meᵑgelek
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17Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Maroua Giziga-Marva, 
Mbazla

*y/xa-lak/ helek 

Lamang Lamang *y/laɣa/ leɣe 
Hdi *y/lɣa-ɗ/ ləɣeɗ

Higi Bana */rg-y/ rəgi 
Kamwe-Futu *y/rag-y/ regi 
Kamwe-Nkafa *y/lg-y/ ligyi 

Musgum Mbara */g-nd-l-y-k-n/ >  
*y/g-nd-l-ŋ/ giⁿdiliŋ

Brain	 *r(a)ɬa
Hurza Mbuko */m-k-k-laɬ-y/ > ny/m-k-lgaɬ/ məkəliᵑgeɬ
Mandara Matal *y/rɬ/ ariɬ 
Mofu Zulgo, Gemzek *y/a-raɮ/ areɮ 

Muyang *y/n-dɬ/ eⁿdiɬ 
Ouldeme *y/n-daɬ/ aⁿdeɬ 
Merey */m-ka-ɗaɬ-y/ > *ny/ɗagaɬ/ ɗeᵑgeɬ 
Dugwor */ma-ka-laɬ-y/ > *ny/a-lagaɬ/ aleᵑgeɬ 

Maroua Giziga-Marva *y/a-laɬ/ aleɬ 
Kotoko-North Afade, Maltam *y/rɬ-ʔ-y/ erɬʼi, eriɬʼi
Kotoko-

Central

Mser */ma-ras-y-ʔa/ >  
*y/ma-ras-ʔa/

meresʼɨ 

Breast (female), udder, milk	 *ɗ(a)w(a)xa
Bata Sharwa */ʔwa/ ʼwa 

Gude */ʔwa-na/ ʼwanə 
Tsuvan */ʔwa-k-n/ ʼwakən
Jimi */wa-n/ wan 
Bata *w/wa-ta/ wato 

Daba Buwal, Mbudum */wa/ wa 
Gavar */m-ʔwa/ > */ŋʔwa/ ŋʼwɑ 

Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */wa/ wa 
Tera Tera */RED-ɓw/,  

*/RED-ɓ-y/
ɓuɓu,  

ɓiɓi 
Sukur Sukur */ʔwa/ ʼwa 
Margi Kilba */ʔwa/ ʼwa 

Bura, Margi, 
Margi-South

*w/ʔwa/ ʼuwa 

Mandara Podoko */ɓwa/ > */wɓa/ uɓa 
Glavda */ɓwa/ > *w/wɓa/ uːɓa 
Dghwede */ɓwa/ > *w/wɓa/ wupʼa 
Mandara, 

Malgwa
*/wɓa-y/ > *y/wɓa/ ube, uuɓe

Matal */awa/ awa 

9781009346399mem01_p1-134.indd   17 27/09/23   4:27 PM



18 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Mofu Mada, Mofu-
Gudur

*/ɗwa/ ɗwa, ɗəwa

Muyang *w/ɗwa/ ɗuwa 
Ouldeme *w/a-ɗwa/ aɗuwa 
Merey */wax/ wah 
Zulgo, Gemzek, 

Dugwor
*/awax/ awah 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa,  
Giziga-Marva

*w/ɗwa/ ɗuwa 

Mbazla */ʔwa/,  
*/waʔ/

ʼwa,  
waʼ 

Lamang Lamang */ɓwa/ > */wɓa/ uɓa 
Hdi */ʔwa/ > */wʔa/ uʼa 

Higi Kirya, Bana */ʔwa/ ʼwa 
Kamwe-Futu *w/wa/ uwo 

Kotoko-North Afade *y/ʔw-y/ eʔwi 
Maltam */m-b-y/ eᵐbi 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/w-y/ iwi 

Broom	 *ɬ(a)ɗ(a)kwa
Bata Sharwa */m-sta-y/ > *y/smta/ ʃimtə 

Gude */m-sta-y/ > *y/snta/ ʃinta 
Daba Buwal */m-ɬaɗ/ mɬaɗ

Gavar, Mbudum */m-ɬɗk/ > */m-kɬɗ/ > */ŋ-kɬɗ/ ŋkəɬəɗ 
Mafa Cuvok */ma-sɗak/ > */samɗak/ >  

*/sambak/ sambak
Tera Tera *y/RED-sat/ tʃitʃet 
Sukur Sukur */m-sʔk/ > */smʔk/ > */sɓk/ səɓək
Hurza Mbuko */srakw/ > *w/srak/ sərok 
Margi Bura */m-stw-y/ > *y/smtw/ ʃimtu 

Kilba */ɬata/ ɬata
Mandara Matal */ma-ɬaɗ/ maɬaɗ

Podoko */ma-sata/ > */samata/ samata
Mofu Zulgo *w/slkw/ sulukw 

Ouldeme, Mada, 
Mofur-North, 
Gemzek, 
Merey

*w/slakw/ səlakw

Moloko, Dugwor */slakw-y/ > *y/slawk/ səlewk, səleuk 
Mofu-Gudur */salakw/ salakw

Maroua Giziga-Marva *yw/slak/ sulek 
Lamang Lamang *y/swt-y/ switi, siwiti 

Hdi *y/swʔt-y/ suʼit 
Kotoko-North Afade */stwa/ > *yw/wtsa/ wɨtso 

Malgbe */ɬawa/ > *y/waɬa/ waɬɨ 
Mpade */sʔawa/ > *w/wasʔa/ wosʼo 
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Musgum Vulum *w/srk/ suruk 
Muskum *y/lxa/ lɨha 

Gidar Gidar *w/slxa/, 
*nw/slxa/

səlho, 
sulhõ  

Burn, to	 *d(a)ra
Mafa Mafa */n-dar/ ⁿdar 

Cuvok */n-dala/ ⁿdala 
Mandara Mandara *y/dara/ dere 
Mofu Moloko */dar/ dar 

Ouldeme */dala-y/,  
*/dl/

dalay,  
dəl 

Zulgo *w/dl/ dul 
Mofu-Gudur *n/dl/ ⁿdəl 

Maroua Mbazla */dl-y/,  
*/n-dl-y/

dili,  
ⁿdili 

Lamang Lamang */dra/ dra 
Hdi */dra-y/ dəray 

Butterfly	 *p(a)ra
Bata Gude */RED-pr-y-na/ pəripərinə 
Daba Mbudum *w/ma-RED-pla/ məpulpula 
Tera Tera */ma-RED-pr/  

> */pr-ma-pr/
 

pərmapər
Sukur Sukur *(maɮa) /RED-pr/ məɮə-pərpər
Hurza Mbuko *w/ma-pra-k/ mapərok 

Vame *y/RED-pala/ pelpele 
Margi Kilba */RED-pr/ pərpər

Bura *y/RED-pr/ pirpir 
Mandara Malgwa */na-RED-pala/ napalapala

Glavda */a-RED-pala/ >  
*/a-pala-pa/ apalapa

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */ma-RED-pla/ mapəlapəla
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */ma-RED-pala/,  

*y/m-RED-pla/,  
*w/m-RED-pla/

mapalapala, 
miplapla, 
muplapla 

Higi Bana */RED-pl-y/ pəlpəli 
Kamwe-Futu */RED-pala/ paləpa
Kamwe-Nkafa */kwa-RED-pala/ kwapalpa

Gidar Gidar *w/ma-ta-RED-pala/ motopolopolo 

Camel	 *k(a)ɮ(a)g(a)m(a)wa
Bata Tsuvan */n-ɮgmwa-y/ > *ny/ɮgwma/ ɮəŋgume

Jimi *yw/lgam-n/ ligwamən
Bata *w/lkap-ta/ lukwapto
Sharwa */n-galbwa-y/ >

*y/ŋ-galwba/ ngyaluba
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Daba Daba *w/ɮakama/ ɮokomo 
Tera Tera */ɮxamw-y/ > *yw/ɮmax/ ɮimox 

Ga’anda *y/n-galpwa-y/
> *y/ŋ-galwpa/ ŋgelupa 

Sukur Sukur *w/ɮgam/ ɮəgwam
Hurza Mbuko *yw/ɮgama/ ɮugweme 

Vame *yw/aɮgama/ aɮəgweme 
Margi Margi-South *w/ɮgam/ ɮugwam 

Bura *yw/lkama/ likamo 
Mandara Matal *w/ɮgm-y/,  

*w/ɮgma-y/
ɮəgwmi, ɮugmi, 

ɮəgwməy
Podoko *w/ɮgama/ ɮəgwama
Dghwede *w/ɮgama/ ɮugwama 
Mandara *yw/ɮgama/,  

*yw/aɮagama/
ədhlugwame, 

eɮegwame
Glavda *w/aɮagama/ aɮagwama 

Mofu Zulgo *yw/ɮgma/ ɮigwime 
Gemzek *yw/ɮgma/,  

*yw/ɮagma/
ɮugme,  

ɮegume 
Merey *yw/ɮgama/ ɮəgweme 
Mofu-Gudur *w/ɮagama/ ɬagwama
Dugwor *yw/ɮagama/ ɮegweme 
Ouldeme *yw/aɮgama/ aɮəgweme
Moloko *yw/aɮagama/ eɮegweme
Muyang *yw/aɮgam-y/ eɮigwemi
Mofu North *y/ɮagvama/ ɮegiveme

Maroua Mbazla *y/ʔaɮgama/ ’aɮgomo
Giziga-Muturwa */ʔaɮagamaw-k-n/

> *w/ʔaɮagama-ŋ/
 

(a)
ɮogomo(ŋ)

Lamang Lamang *w/ɮgama/ ɮgwama
Hdi *y/n-galbwa/,  

*yw/ŋalbwa/
ngalibwa, 

ŋalibuwa 
Higi Kamwe-Futu *w/ɬgam-y/ thəgwami

Bana */n-galbwa/ > */n-galwba/ ŋgaluba
Kirya *yw/n-alaba/ nyaloba

Kotoko-Island Buduma *yw/lagma/ loguəme 
Kotoko-North Afade *y/grgmw/ gɨrgimu 

Maltam *y/grdzmw/ gɨrdʒimu 
Mpade *yw/galdzma/ galdʒimo
Malgbe *yw/lagama/ logome

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *w/krgma/ kurguma  
Mser *w/grgma/ gurguma 

Kotoko-South Mazera *w/krgma/ kurguma  
Musgum Mbara */lkmwa/ > */lwkma/ lukma 
Gidar Gidar *w/lagama/ logomo 
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Change, to	 *b(a)ɗa
Daba Buwal, Gavar */m-baɗ/ mbaɗ 
Sukur Sukur */m-bɗa/ mbəɗa 
Hurza Mbuko */m-bɗa/ mbəɗa 

Vame *y/m-bɗa-da/ mbəɗede 
Mandara Matal */ma-bɗa-la/ mabəɗla

Podoko, Dghwede */m-bɗa/ mbəɗa 
Malgwa */m-baɗa/ mbaɗa 
Mandara */m-baɗa/,  

*y/m-baɗa/
mbaɗa,  

mbeɗa 
Mofu Zulgo, Gemzek, 

Mofu-Gudur
*/m-bɗ/ mbəɗ 

Ouldeme, 
Moloko

*/m-baɗ/ mbaɗ

Mofu North *ny/RED-m-bɗa-y/ məmbəɗey
Dugwor *ny/RED-m-bɗa-y/,  

*/RED-m-bɗa-y-k-n/  
> *ny/m-m-bɗa-ŋ/

məmbəɗey,  
 
məmbəɗeŋ

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/m-bɗ-y/ mbiɗi 
Giziga-Marva *y/m-bɗa/ mbiɗe 

Lamang Lamang */m-bɗa/ mbəɗa 
Hdi */m-bɗa-y/ mbəɗay 

Higi Kirya */m-bra/ mbəra 
Bana */m-bra/ mbərə 
Kamwe-Nkafa */m-br-n-ta/ mbərəntə 

Charcoal	 *ɣw(a)v(a)na
Bata Sharwa */xv-y/ > *y/vx-y/ avihi 

Gude *y/vn-y-na/ ivənyinə 
Daba Daba */m-gvan-ʔ/ > */ŋ-gvan-ʔ/ ŋgəvanʔ

Mbudum */m-gwvan-k/ > *w/ŋ-gwvaŋ/ ŋɡuvoŋ 
Mafa Mafa */van-k/ > */vaŋ/ vaŋ
Sukur Sukur *y/vn/ vin 
Hurza Mbuko *w/wvan/ uvon 

Vame *w/xwvan/ huvan 
Margi Bura *y/vna/ vina 

Margi *yw/vn-y/ vunyi 
Margi-South *yw/wvn-y/,  

*nyw/wv-ga/
uvwunyi,  

uvwiᵑgi 
Mandara Glavda *w/ɣwvra/ ʁuvɾa 

Podoko */wvara/ uvara 
Matal */aval/ aval

Mofu Zulgo, Gemzek *y/avar/ aver 
Mofu-Gudur */avan-kw/ > */avaŋw/ avaŋw

Moloko *y/ɗavar/ ɗever 
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Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */wv/ > */vw/ vu 
Giziga-Marva */av-w/,  

*/avan-kw/ > *w/avaŋ/
avu,  

avoŋ 
Lamang Lamang *yw/ɣwvn-y/ ɣuvini 

Hdi */wvan-y/ > */vwan-y/ vwani 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa */v-ya/ vyə

Kamwe-Futu *w/vna/ vəno 
Bana */ʔv-y/ > */vʔ-y/ vəʼi 

Kotoko-North Afade */RED-ʔfan/ > */fʔan-fʔan/ fʼanfaʔn1

Mpade *w/RED-fan/ fonfon 
Malgbe */RED-fan/ fanfan

Kotoko-
Central

Mser */wvan/ uvan 

Musgum Muskum *y/va-t/ vet 
Vulum *y/avan-k/ > *y/avaŋ/, 

*y/m-ɣvan-k/ > *y/ŋ-vaŋ/
aveŋ,  

aŋveŋ 

Cheek	 *ɣw(a)r(a)ma
Sukur Sukur *w/ɣwlm/ ɣulum 
Hurza Vame *w/lma/ > *w/mla/ mula 

Mbuko *w/m-xwlam/ məhulom 
Mandara Glavda *w/wm/ uum 
Mofu Zulgo *w/ma-xalm/ mahalum 

Gemzek *w/ma-xalam/ maholom 
Merey *w/ma-xalam/,  

*w/ma-xala-RED-m/
maholom, 

mahololom
Lamang Lamang */galam-y-k/ > *y/lagaŋ/ lageŋ, legeŋ 
Higi Kirya *w/ɣwlm/ ɣulum 

Bana */ɣwlma/ ɣwəlmə
Musgum Mbara */gala-y/ galay
Gidar Gidar *y/gal-y-n/ galiin 

Chicken	 *gw(a)ts(a)kw(a)ra
Mafa Mafa *y/watsak/ watʃak 
Sukur Sukur *w/takwr/ takur 
Hurza Mbuko */n-zkar/ nzəkar

Vame */n-gwzkar/ > *w/n-zgwrak/ nzugurak 
Mandara Matal */gwatsak/ gwatsak

Podoko */wtska/ utsəka 
Mofu Ouldeme *w/wtskar/ wutskar 

Dugwor *yw/wtskar/ wutʃəker 
Zulgo *ny/ma-dzkwr/ meⁿdzikwir 
Gemzek, Merey *ny/ma-dzakwar/ meⁿdzekwer, 

maⁿdzekwer 

1	 Transcription error?

9781009346399mem01_p1-134.indd   22 27/09/23   4:27 PM



23Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Moloko *ny/a-dzakar/ aⁿdʒakar 
Maroua Giziga-Marva *y/ktskar/ kətʃikar 

Mbazla *yw/m-tskwar/ mutʃukor 
Lamang Lamang */ɣatakwala/ ɣatakwala

Hdi */ɣatakwal/ > */ɣatalakw/ ɣatalakw

Kotoko-South Mazera *y/tskra/,  
*y/tsakar/

tʃɨkre,  
tʃakar 

Zina *y/tsakara/ tʃakara 
Musgum Muskum *y/m-skr/ mɨskɨr 

Child	 *z(a)gw(a)na
Bata Jimi *y/zagn/ zegən 
Hurza Mbuko */wan/ wan
Margi Bura *w/zr/ bzər 
Mandara Glavda */za/,  

*/zra/
zə,  

zɾa
Malgwa */zga/ > */gza/ əgza
Podoko */dzwra/ > */wdzra/ udzəra 
Dghwede *y/dzvra/ > *y/vdzra/ vdʒire 

Mofu Ouldeme */RED-zagn/ > *y/za-zaŋ/ zezeŋ 
Maroua Giziga-Marva */zwn/ zun 

Giziga-Muturwa */zgwn/ > *w/zŋ/ zuŋ 
Mbazla */zgn-y/ > *y/zŋ/,  

*y/n-zl/
ziŋ,  

nzil 
Lamang Lamang */zw/ > */wz/,  

*/zwan-ka/ > */wzaŋa/
uz,  

uzaŋa 
Hdi */zwan-k/ > */zwaŋ/ zwaŋ

Higi Bana */zɣwa/ z(ə)ɣwə
Kamwe-Futu, 

Kamwe-Nkafa
*/zgw-y/ zəgwi 

Kirya */zgwa/ > */zwga/ zwəga
Psikye */zgwa/ > *w/wzga/ wuzəgə 

Claw, fingernail	 *ɗ(a)k(a)na
Mafa Cuvok */rxan-y-k/ > *y/rxaŋ/ rəheŋ 
Maroua Mbazla */ɗkn-y-k/ > *y/ɗkŋ/,  

*/lkn-y-k/ > *y/lkŋ/
ɗikiŋ, 

likiŋ 
Lamang Lamang */ɗaxan-k/ > */ɗaxaŋ/ ɗahaŋ 

Hdi */ɗaxn-k/ > */ɗaxŋ/ ɗahəŋ
Kotoko-North Malgbe */n-ʔkn-y/ > *y/n-kʔn/ nkʼɨn 

Afade, Mpade */n-ʔkan/ > */n-kʔan/ nkʼan 
Maltam *y/n-gara/ ᵑgare 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan */n-ʔkn-y/ > *y/n-kʔn-y/ nkʼɨni 
Mser */n-ʔkr-y/ > *y/n-kʔr/ nkʼɨr

Kotoko-South Mazera *yw/kara/,  
*y/x-kna/,  
*y/xa-kana/

kware,  
hɨkɨne,  
hakane 
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Cold, to be	 *t(a)ɬa
Mafa Mafa */m-taɬ/ mətaɬ

Cuvok */ma-taɬa/ mataɬa
Margi Bura */m-taɬ-y/,  

*/m-taɬa-kw/
mtaɬi,  

mtaɬaku 
Mandara Podoko */m-taɬa/ mətaɬa

Dghwede */n-daɬa/ ⁿdaɬa 
Mofu Merey */taɬa/,  

*/m-taɬ/
taɬa,  

mətaɬ
Gemzek */m-taɬ/ mətaɬ
Moloko */n-daɬa-y/ ⁿdaɬay 

Maroua Giziga-Marva */m-taɬa-y-kw-n/  
> *yw/m-taɬaŋ/

 
muteɬaŋ 

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */m-taɬ(a)/ mtaɬa, mətaɬ
Higi Bana */taɬ-y/ taɬi 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/taɬa/ taɬɨ 

Compound, house	 *ɣ(a)ya
Bata Sharwa */xaya/ hayə
Daba Buwal, Mbudum *y/ga/ ge 
Mafa Mafa */gay/ gay
Sukur Sukur */ɣy/ ɣi, ɣəi
Hurza Mbuko */ga/ (a)ga
Mandara Mandara, Glavda */xa/ xa

Podoko */kaya/ kaya
Matal */gay/ gay

Mofu Ouldeme */ɣay/ ɣay
Moloko */xay/ hay
Muyang */a-xay/ ahay
Dugwor */gay/ gay
Merey */gay/,  

*/ga/
gay,  

gə
Mofu North */ʔay/ ʔay
Mofu-Gudur */way/ way

Maroua Mbazla */gay/ gai 
Lamang Lamang */x-ga/,  

*/t-ɣa/
xga,  

tgha
Hdi */x-ga/,  

*/dza-ɣa/
xga,  

dzagha
Higi Psikye *y/ga/ ge 

Bana *y/ɣy/ ɣyi 
Kamwe-Futu *w/ɣwa/ ɣwo 

Kotoko-North Malgbe */xa/ ha
Afade, Mpade *w/xa/ ho 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan */ɣaa/ ɣaa

Kotoko-South Mazera *y/ɣa/ ɣe 
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Cook, to	 *da
Daba Buwal, Gavar */da/ da

Daba */ta/ ta
Mbudum */k-da/,  

*w/k-RED-da/
kəda,  

kəduda 
Sukur Sukur */da/ də 
Hurza Mbuko */da/ də 
Margi Margi, Kilba */ta/ ta

Bura */ta/,  
*/t-y/

ta,  
ti 

Mandara Malgwa *y/da/ gya 
Podoko, Glavda */ta/ ta
Matal */ma-ta-y/ matay

Mofu Zulgo, Merey */da/ da
Ouldeme, 

Muyang
*/d-y/ di 

Moloko *y/da/ de 
Mofu-Gudur */t-/ t-
Mofu North *y/ma-ta-y/ metey 
Dugwor */ma-da-y/ maday
Gemzek, Mada *y/ma-da/ mede 

Maroua Giziga-Marva, 
Giziga- 
Muturwa, 
Mbazla

*/d-y/ di 

Lamang Lamang */da/ da
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Bana, Kirya
*/ta/ ta

Psikye *y/ta-ka/ take 
Kotoko-North Mpade */da/ da
Kotoko-South Mazera */da-w/ > *w/wda/ udo 
Musgum Mulwi */d-y/ di 

Mbara */t-y/ tii 
Gidar Gidar *y/da/ ɨda 

Cough, to	 *xw(a)ɗ(a)ɬa
Mafa Mafa *w/wɬa/ wuɬa 
Tera Tera *w/kwɮa/ kuɮa 
Sukur Sukur */raɮ-y/ > *y/ɮar/ ɮyar 
Hurza Mbuko *y/RED-ɮa(-x)/ ɮəɮe(h) 
Margi Kilba */ʔwɬa/ ʼuɬa 

Bura *w/bwla/ buɬa 
Mandara Podoko *w/kwɬa-xa/ kuɬaha 

Dghwede *w/wɮa-xa/ wuɮaxa 
Glavda *w/wɬ-ga/ wuçᵊga 
Mandara *y/wxa/ uhya 
Malgwa */m-xwxya/ > *yw/ŋ-xa/ ŋwihya 
Matal *w/ma-bɮ-xa-y/ mabəɮəhway
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Mofu Ouldeme */ɗɬa-y/ ɗəɬay 
Muyang, Moloko */ɓɬa-y/ ɓəɬay 
Gemzek */RED-ɮa-x/ ɮəɮah 
Merey *y/RED-ɮa-x/ ɮəɮeh 
Dugwor */RED-ɗɮa/ > */RED-ɮɗa/ 

> *y/ɮl-ɮa/
ɮəlɮe 

Zulgo */aɮa-x/ aɮah 
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/xrɬa/ hirɬe 

Giziga-Marva *y/rɬa/ irɬe 
Lamang Lamang */wɗɬa/ > *w/wɬɗa/ wuɬɗa 
Higi Bana, Psikye *y/ʔɬa/ ʼyiɬa 

Kamwe-Nkafa *y/ʔala/ ʼyaɬa 
Kamwe-Futu */tsaɬa-y/ > */tsayɬa/ tsaiɬa 

Kotoko-North Afade *y/ɗɬa/,  
*y/ɗɬa-w-n/

ɗɨɬa,  
ɗɨɬaun 

Malgbe */ɗaɬa/,  
*/ɗaɬa-w-n/

ɗaɬa,  
ɗaɬawun 

Mpade *y/kwʔasa-n/ kʼwaʃan 
Kotoko-

Central

Mser */ɗasa/ ɗasa 
Lagwan *w/wɬa-w-n/ uɬawun 

Kotoko-South Zina */was-ya/ wasya 
Musgum Mulwi *w/xwɬ-y/,  

*w/xwaɬ/
huɬi,  

hoɬ 
Mbara *w/ʔwaɬ/ ʼoɬ 

Gidar Gidar */wrɬa/ wərɬa 

Cow	 *ɬa
Bata Gude, Sharwa */la/ la

Jimi */la-n/ lan
Tsuvan */ɮa/ ɮa

Daba Daba, Mazagway 
Hidi

*/ɮa/ ɮa

Mafa Cuvok */ɮa/ ɮa
Mafa *y/ɮa/ ɮe 

Tera Tera */ɮa/,  
*y/ɮa/

ɮa,  
ɮe 

Sukur Sukur */ɮa/ ɮa
Hurza Mbuko */ɬa/ ɬa

Vame */a-ɬa/ aɬa
Margi Margi, Kilba, 

Margi-South
*/ɬa/ ɬa

Bura */ɬ-y/ ɬi 
Mandara Matal, Podoko, 

Glavda
*/ɬa/ ɬa

Malgwa */a-ɬa/ əthla 
Mandara *y/a-ɬa/ eɬa 
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Mofu Ouldeme, 
Moloko, Zulgo, 
Gemzek, 
Merey, Dugwor, 
Mofu North, 
Mofu-Gudur

*/ɬa/ ɬa

Maroua Giziga-Marva, 
Giziga-
Muturwa, 
Mbazla

*/ɬa/ ɬa

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */ɬa/ ɬa
Higi Kamwe-Futu, 

Kamwe-Nkafa, 
Bana, Psikye

*/ɬa/ ɬa

Kotoko-Island Buduma */xa/ ha
Kotoko-North Afade, Malgbe */ɬa/ ɬa

Mpade *y/sa/ ʃa 
Kotoko-

Central

Mser */sa/ sa
Lagwan */n-ɬa/ nɬa

Kotoko-South Mazera *y/k-sa/ kɨsa 
Zina */a-sa/ asa

Musgum Vulum */ɬa-y/ ɬay
Mulwi *y/ɬa/ ɬe 
Mbara *w/w-r-ɮa-y/ wurɮay 

Gidar Gidar *y/wa-ɬ-ya/ waɬiya 

Crocodile1	 *k(a)d(a)ma ~ *kw(a)r(a)ma
Bata Gude */krma/ kərəma

Jimi */krma-n/ kərəmən
Mafa Cuvok */gdam/ gədam

Mafa */krdam/ kərdam
Sukur Sukur */klm/,  

*w/klm/
kələm,  

kəlum 
Hurza Mbuko */gdam/ gədam
Margi Margi, Margi-

South
*/xm/ həm

Kilba */karam/ karam
Mandara Matal */kwdw/, *w/kwdw/ kwədəw, kudu 

Glavda *y/krwa/,  
*y/kr/

kirwa,  
kir 

Malgwa *y/krwa/ kirwe 
Mandara *y/karwa/ kyerrue 

Mofu Zulgo */krm/ kərəm
Gemzek, Mada */kram/ kəram, akram
Dugwor, Merey, 

Mofu North, 
Mofu-Gudur

*/gdam/ gədam

Moloko */kramba/ kəramba 
Muyang *w/krmba/ kurmbu 
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Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Mbazla

*w/xwrm/ hurum 

Giziga-Marva *w/xwram/ hurom 
Lamang Lamang, Hdi */kram/ kəram
Higi Kirya */xlma/ hələmə

Kamwe-Nkafa */klm-y/ kəlmi 
Kamwe-Futu */klm-k-n/ > */klm-ŋg/ kələməᵑg
Bana */klmba/ kələmbə

Musgum Mbara *w/xwrm/ hurum 
Vulum *w/xwarm/ horum 

Crocodile2	 *rga
Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/lga/ ligə 
Kotoko-North Malgbe, Mpade *y/lga/ ligɨ 

Afade *yw/lga/ ligo 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/m-dga/ mɨdɨge 
Mser *y/m-rga/ mɨrge 

Kotoko-South Mazera *y/lɣa/ liɣe 

Crow	 *gw(a)r(a)x(a)ka
Bata Bata *y/galka/ galike 

Gude */ɣaaka/, 
*/m-gwaʔaka/

ɣaaka, 
məgwaʼakə

Sharwa */kwaa/ kwaa
Daba Gavar */m-grak/ > */ŋ-grak/ ᵑgrak

Daba */RED-m-grak/ > /ŋ-grak-
ŋ-grak/ ᵑgəranᵑgərak

Mbudum *n/m-garxax/ məŋɡarhax
Mafa Cuvok *n/ma-gawak/ maᵑgawak
Tera Tera */kwax/ kwax
Hurza Mbuko */m-gaxak/ > */ŋ-gaxak/ ᵑgahak 
Mandara Podoko */RED-xaka/ həhaka 

Glavda */RED-ɣarxa/ > */ɣa-ɣaxra/ ʁaʁaxɾa 
Mofu Moloko, Dugwor *n/m-gaxak/ məᵑgahak

Merey, Mofu 
North

*n/ma-gxak/ maᵑgəhak

Mofu-Gudur *n/ma-gaxak/ maᵑgahak
Mada */m-gawak/ > */ŋ-gawak/ ᵑgawak 
Gemzek */m-gaʔak/ > */ŋ-gaʔak/ ᵑgaʼak 
Zulgo */m-gaak/ > */ŋ-gaak/ ᵑgaak 

Maroua Giziga-Marva */ma-gaxak/ məgahak
Giziga-Muturwa */ma-RED-gak/ magaģaķ,  

magakgak
Kotoko-North Afade, Malgbe, 

Mpade
*y/xaga/ hagɨ 

Kotoko-Central Mser */m-gaɣa-y/ > *y/ŋ-gaɣa/ ᵑgaɣɨ 
Lagwan */m-ɣaka-y/ > * y/n-ɣaka/ nɣakɨ 

Gidar Gidar *n/RED-graka/ gaᵑgraka
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Cry, to	 *ts(a)wa
Bata Bata, Gude *w/tw/ tuu 

Sharwa *w/twa/ tuwə 
Margi Bura *w/twa/,  

*/twa/
tuwa,  

tua 
Kilba, Margi-

South
*y/tw-y/ tiwi 

Margi */t-y/ ti 
Mandara Mandara *y/twa/ kyua 

Malgwa *yw/twa/ kyuwa 
Glavda *w/tw-ga/ tu:ga 
Matal */ma-twa-y/ matəway 
Podoko */tawa/ tawa 

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */tw/ təw 
Merey, Zulgo *w/twa/ tuwa 
Ouldeme *w/twa/ tuwo 
Moloko * y/twa/ təwe 
Muyang *w/tw-y/ tʉwi 
Dugwor *w/ma-twa-y/ mətuway 
Gemzek *yw/ma-twa/ metuwe

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/twa/,  
*w/twa-y/

tuwa,  
tuway 

Mbazla *w/twa-y/ tuway 
Giziga-Muturwa *w/tw-y/ tuwuy 

Lamang Lamang */tawa/ tawa
Hdi */tawa-y/ taway

Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/tsw-y/ tʃuy 
Kotoko-North Afade *y/tswa/ tsɨwe 

Mpade *y/swa/ swe
Malgbe *yw/swa/ suwe 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/swa/ sɨwe 

Mser *y/swa/ swe 
Kotoko-South Zina *yw/tsw-ya/ tʃuwya 
Musgum Mbara *w/twa/ tuwa 

Mulwi *w/tw-y/ tuwi 

Cut, to	 *ɬa
Bata Gude, Sharwa */la/ la

Jimi */la-n/ lan
Tsuvan */a-ɮa-k-n/ aɮakən

Daba Buwal, Gavar, 
Daba

*/ɮa/ ɮa 

Mbudum */k-ɮa/,  
*/ɮ-w/

kəɮa,  
ɮu 

Tera Tera */ɮa/ ɮa
Sukur Sukur */ɮa/ ɮə 
Hurza Mbuko */ɬa/ ɬa

Vame */ɬa-wa/ ɬawa 
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Margi Bura */ɬa/ ɬa
Margi */ɬa/ ɬə
Kilba */ɬa/,  

*/ɬa-w/
ɬa,  

ɬau 
MANDARA Podoko */ɬa/ ɬa
MOFU Mofu-Gudur */ɬ/ ɬ 

Muyang */ɬa-y/ ɬay 
Ouldeme */ɬ-y/ ɬi 
Dugwor */ma-ɬa-y/ maɬay
Mofu North *y/ma-ɬa-y/ meɬey 
Zulgo *y/ɮa/ ɮe 

Maroua Mbazla */ɬ-y/ ɬi
Lamang Lamang, Hdi */tsa/ tsa
Higi Bana, Kirya, 

Psikye, 
Kamwe-Futu 

*/ɬa/ ɬa

Kotoko-North Afade */sa-ʔ/ > *ʔ/sa/,  
*/sa-y-l-ʔ/ > *ʔy/sal/

sʼa,  
sʼel

Mpade */sa-ʔ/ > *ʔ/sa/,  
*/n-sa-ʔ/ > *ʔ/n-sa/

sʼa,  
nsʼa

Malgbe */sa-y-ʔw-n/ > *ʔnyw/syawn/, 
*w/ɬawn/

sʼɨnyawun,  
ɬawun 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *w/sa-ʔw-n/ > *ʔw/sawn/ sʼawun 

Mser */s-y-ʔa/ > *ʔ/sya/ sʼia 
Musgum Mulwi */ɬ-y/ ɬi

Mbara *y/ɬ-y/ ɬii

Dance, to (spec.) 	 *ɣw(a)tsa
Bata Sharwa */wdz/ udz 

Gude */wdza/ udzə 
Jimi */wdz-n/ udzən 
Tsuvan *y/wdza-k-n/ wədzekən 

Mafa Mafa *y/gatsa/ getʃe 
Sukur Sukur */wdz/ > */dzw/,  

*/RED-kwatsa/
dzu,  

kwatsakwatsa 
Margi Kilba */wtsa/ utsa 
Mofu Mofu North */ma-ka-wasa-y/  

> *y/ma-ka-sawa-y/ mekesewey
Lamang Lamang */RED-gwadza/  

> */dzagwa-dzagwa/ dzagwadzagwa
Higi Bana */tsa/ tsə

Kirya, Kamwe-
Nkafa

*/tswa/ tswə

Kamwe-Futu *w/tsa/ tso
Psikye *w/ka-wtsa/ kawutsə 

Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/watsa/ watʃa 
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Deaf	 *d(a)k(a) + (ɮ(a)ma)
Mafa Mafa */m-daka+ɮam/,  

*/m-daɓa+ɮam/
ⁿdakaɮam, 

ⁿdaɓaɮam
Cuvok */ma-daga+ɮam/ madagaɮam 

Hurza Mbuko *ny/dg+ɮ/ dɨᵑgɨɮ 
*n/m-dga+ɮa-k/ mədəᵑgaɮak

Mandara Matal */ma-daga+ɮam/ madagaɮam 
Mofu Merey *ⁿ/ma-dk/ maⁿdək

Moloko *ⁿ/ma-dg+ɮa/ madəᵑgəɮa 
Mofu-Gudur */dg+ɮam/ dəgəɮam
Mofu North *ⁿ/ma-dak/ maⁿdak
Dugwor *ⁿ/ma-dak/, 

*ⁿy/m-dag+ɮa/
maⁿdak, 

mədeᵑgəɮa 
Gemzek *ⁿ/ma-dak/,  

*ⁿ/ma-daka+ɮam/
maⁿdak, 

maⁿdakaɮam 
Mofu-Gudur, 

Mada
*/ma-daka+ɮam/ madakaɮam

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa  *y/dg+ɬ/,  
*y/m-dg+ɮa/

digiɬ,  
midigiɮa

Giziga-Marva *y/m-dg+ɮa/ mədigɮa
Lamang Lamang */ma-ta-kw-n/ > *w/ma-ta-ŋ/ matoŋ 

Die, to	 *m(a)ta
Bata Sharwa *y/mta/ mɨtə

Jimi */mt-n/ mətən 
Daba Gavar *y/mtsa/ mtʃɑ 

Daba *y/mts/ mətʃ 
Mbudum *y/k-mts/ kəmətʃ 
Buwal *y/mats/ mɑtʃ 

Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */mtsa/ mətsa
Tera Tera */mɗ/ mət 
Sukur Sukur */ms-kw/ > */mkws/ >  

*/ŋws/
ŋus 

Hurza Vame */mtsa/ mətsa 
Mbuko */mats/ mats 

Margi Bura */mta/ mta 
Mandara Malgwa, 

Dghwede
*/mtsa/ mtsa

Podoko *y/mtsa/ mɨtʃe 
Glavda *y/mts-ga/ ɨmtsᵊga 
Matal */ma-mtsa-y/ mamtsay

Mofu Ouldeme, Merey, 
Zulgo

*/mt/ mət

Mada */ma-mta/ mamta
Gemzek *y/ma-mta/ meməte 
Dugwor */ma-mta-y/ məmtay 
Mofu-Gudur */mts/,  

*y/ma-mtsa-y/
məts,  

memətsey
Moloko */mat/ mat
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32 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva

*yw/mts/ mutʃ 

Mbazla *yw/mts/,  
*yw/mts-y/ > *yw/myts/

mutʃ,  
muitʃ

Lamang Lamang */mta/ mta
Hdi */mta-y/ mətay

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 
Psikye

*/mta/ mtə 

Bana */mt-y/ m(ə)ti 
Kamwe-Futu *w/mta/ mto 

Kotoko-Island Buduma	 */mata/ matə 
Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade *y/mada/ madɨ 

Malgbe */mad-y/ madi 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/mt-y/ mɨti 

Mser *w/mata/ mato 
Musgum Vulum, Mulwi *y/mr-y/ miri 

Mbara */mɗ-y-k-n/ > *y/mɗ-y-ŋ/ miʼdiŋ 
Gidar Gidar */mta/,  

*w/mta/
əmta,  

umta 

Dig (up), bury, to	 *ra
Bata Bata. Gude */ra/ ra

Jimi */ra-n/ ran
Daba Buwal, Gavar */ra/ ra

Mbudum */k-ra/ kəra
Daba, Mazagway 

Hidi
*/la/ la

Tera Tera */ra/ ra
Sukur Sukur */ra/ rə
Hurza Mbuko */la/ la

Vame */ra-wa/,  
*/ra/

rawa,  
ra 

Margi Bura, Margi, 
Kilba

*/la/ la

Mandara Matal */ma-la-y/ malay
Podoko */la-xa/ laha

Mofu Merey */la/ la
Moloko */la-y/ lay
Zulgo *y/la/ le
Ouldeme, Muyang */l-y/ li 
Gemzek, Mada *y/ma-la/ mele
Dugwor *y/ma-l-y/,  

*/ma-la/
maliy,  

mala
Maroua Giziga-

Marva	
*/l-y/ li 
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Lamang Lamang, Hdi */la/ la
Higi Kamwe-Futu */la-ka/ lakə 

Kamwe-Nkafa, 
Bana, Kirya, 
Psikye

*la la

Kotoko-Island Buduma *la la

Dog	 *k(a)ra
Mafa Mafa */kda/ kəda

Cuvok */gda/ gəda
Sukur Sukur */kra/ kəra 
Hurza Mbuko, Vame */kla/ kəla
Margi Bura *y/kla/ kila 
Mandara Matal, Podoko */kda/ kəda

Malgwa *y/kra/ kəre 
Mandara *y/kara/ kere 
Dghwede *y/gda/ gde

Mofu Ouldeme, 
Muyang, 
Moloko, Zulgo, 
Gemzek, 
Dugwor

*/kra/ kəra

Mofu North, 
Mofu-Gudur

*y/gda-y/ gədey 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/kr-y/ kiri 
Giziga-Marva *y/kra/ kre
Mbazla *y/kra/,  

*y/kra-ʔ/
kire,  

krɛʼ
Lamang Lamang *y/kra/ kəre 

Hdi */kr-y/ kəri 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *y/kla/ kəlyə«̊ 

Kamwe-Futu *y/kla/ kəlye 
Kirya *y/kr-y/ kəɽi 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */kl-y(a)/ kəli(ə) 
Kotoko-North Mpade *y/kla-w/ kɨlew 

Afade, Malgbe *y/gla-w/ gɨlew 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/kla/ kɨle, kle 

Mser *y/kla/ kle 
Gidar Gidar */kra/ kra, kəra

Donkey1	 *z(a)gwa
Daba Mbudum *nw/zagwa/ zoŋgo 
Mafa Cuvok *n/zagwa/ zaŋgwa
Sukur Sukur */zgwa/,  

*nw/zgwa/
zəgwa,  

zuŋgwa  
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Hurza Mbuko *nw/zgwa/ zuŋgo 
Vame *ny/a-zgwa/ aziŋwa 

Mandara Dghwede *nyw/zgwa/ zuŋgwe 
Podoko *ny/zgwa/ ʒəŋwa 
Malgwa *nw/zgwa/ əzuŋwa 
Glavda *nyw/a-zgwa/,  

*ny/a-zga/ 
ayuŋwa,  

aÿiŋ 
Mandara *ny/a-zagwa/ ezeŋwa 
Matal *ny/zagw-w/ ʒaŋwəw, zeŋəw, 

ʒaŋu, zeŋu 
Mofu Ouldeme *ny/a-zgwa/ aziŋwa 

Gemzek, Dugwor *nw/zgwa/ zuŋgo 
Merey, Mofu-

Gudur
*n/zga-w/ zəŋgaw

Moloko *nw/a-zagwa/ ozoŋgo 
Muyang *nw/a-zagw-w/ azoŋgu 
Mofu North *n/zaga-w/ zaŋgaw
Zulgo *nyw/xa-zaga/ hezweŋe

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *nw/zgw-w/ zuŋgwu 
Giziga-Marva *nw/zgwa/ zuŋgo 

Lamang Lamang *nw/zgwa/ zuŋa 

Donkey2	 *b(a)rdza
Bata Bata *y/m-brsa/ mbɨrse 
Daba Buwal  *y/bardza-k-n/ 

> *y/bardza-ŋ/ berdʒeŋ
Kotoko-North Afade *w/ɓara/ ɓoro 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *w/m-br-y/ mburi 

Kotoko-South Mazera *w/m-br-y/ mburi 

Donkey3	 *k(a)w(a)ra
Bata Gude, Jimi, 

Sharwa
*/kwara/ kwara 

Bata *yw/kwara-a-ta/ kwaareeto 
Tera Tera *w/kara/ koro 
Margi Bura, Kilba, 

Margi-South
*/kwara/ kwara 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */kawra/,  
*/awra/

kawra,  
awra

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 
Kamwe-Futu, 
Kirya, Psikye

*/kwara/ kwara 

Kotoko-North Malgbe *w/gra/ gro 
Mpade *w/kara/ koro 

Musgum Mbara *w/kra/ kuro 
Vulum *yw/kra/ kʉre 
Muskum *yw/kra-t/ kʉret 

Gidar Gidar *w/kara/ koro 
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Dream	 *s(a)xw(a)na
Bata Gude *y/sna-y/ sənii 

Jimi *y/sn-y-n/ sinin 
Sharwa *y/sna-ʔa/ ʃinəʼə 
Bata *y/sr-y/ ʃiri 

Daba Daba *y/sn-y/ sini 
Mbudum *y/RED-sn/ səsin 
Gavar *y/RED-sn-k/ >  

*y/sŋ-sŋ/ ʃiŋʃiŋ 
Buwal *y/RED-san-k/ >  

*y/saŋ-saŋ/ seŋseŋ
Mafa Mafa *yw/n-swna/ nʃuwine 

Cuvok *w/swana/ suwana 
Tera Tera *y/zna/ ʒine 
Hurza Mbuko *y/swna/ sune 
Margi Bura */swn-y/ suni

Kilba *y/swn-y-ʔ/ > *y/sʔwn-y/ ʃiʼuni
Mandara Malgwa *y/sna/ ʃine 

Glavda *y/sn-ka/ > *y/sŋ-ga/ sɨŋga 
Podoko */sxwana/ səhwana
Mandara *y/sana/ ʃene 
Matal *y/ma-RED-saxna-y/ >  

*y/ma-sa-sŋa-y/ masasiŋay, 
maʃaʃiŋay

Mofu Zulgo */swna/ suna 
Gemzek *yw/sna/ sʉne 
Merey *yw/ma-sna/ məsune 
Dugwor *y/ma-sna/ məsne 
Mofu North *y/ma-sna-y/ mesəney 

Maroua Giziga-Marva *y/ma-sn/ məsin 
Lamang Hdi */swn-y/ suni 

Lamang *w/swan-ka/ > *w/swaŋa/ suwaŋa 
Higi Kamwe-Futu *w/swa/ səwo 

Kirya (verb) *yw/swa/ ʃiwu
Bana *y/sw/ ʃiw
Kirya (noun) *y/sn/ ʃin

Kotoko-North Mpade *y/swara/ sware 
Malgbe *y/yawara/ yaware 

Kotoko-Central Lagwan *y/swana/ swane 
Mser *y/swara/ sware 

Musgum Mulwi *y/xwn-y/ > *y/xyn-y/ hiini 
Gidar Gidar *y/swna-y/ > *y/ssyna/ issine 

Drink, to	 *sa
Bata Gude, Sharwa */sa/ sa

Jimi */sa-n/ san
Daba Buwal, Daba, 

Gavar, Mbudum
*/sa/ sa

Mafa Mafa */sa/ sə
Cuvok */sa/ sa
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Tera Tera */za/ za
Sukur Sukur */sa/ sə
Hurza Mbuko */sa/ sa 

Vame */sa-wa/ sawa 
Margi Margi, Kilba, 

Bura
*/sa/ sa

Mandara Podoko */sa/ sa
Malgwa *y/sa/ ʃa
Matal */ma-sa-y/ masay 

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */s/ s 
Zulgo, Merey */sa/ sa 
Ouldeme */s-y/ si 
Moloko *y/sa/ se 
Dugwor */ma-sa-y/ masay
Gemzek *y/ma-sa/ mese 
Mada *y/ma-sa/ meʃe 
Mofu North *y/ma-sa-y/ mesey 

Maroua Giziga-Marva */s-y/ si 
Mbazla *y/s-y/,  

*y/s-y-ʔ/
ʃi,  

siiʼ 
Lamang Lamang */sa/ sa

Hdi */sa/,  
*/sa-y/

sa,  
say

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 
Bana,  
Kamwe-Futu, 
Kirya

*/sa/ sa

Kotoko-Island Buduma */x-ya/,  
*y/x-y/

xiə,  
xii

Kotoko-North Mpade *y/sa/ se 
Afade *y/sa/,  

*y/sa-l/,  
*w/sa-w-n/

se,  
sel,  
saun 

Malgbe *w/ya-w-n/ yawun 
Kotoko-

Central

Mser *y/sa/ se 

Lagwan *w/sa-w-n/ sawun 
Kotoko-South Zina */s-ya/ sya
Musgum Vulum, Mulwi */s-y/ si 

Mbara *y/s-y/ sii 
Gidar Gidar *w/w-sa/,  

*/w-sa/
wusa,  

əəsa

Drum1	 *daŋa
Bata Gude */daŋa/ daŋa 

Jimi */daŋa-n/ daŋən
Tera Tera */daŋ/ daᵑg 
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Sukur Sukur */daŋ/ daŋ 
Margi Bura */daŋ/ daᵑg 

Kilba */daŋ/ daŋ 
Mandara Podoko *y/daŋ-w/,  

*y/daŋwa/
deŋu,  

deŋwe
Lamang Lamang *y/RED-da-w/ dewdew 

Hdi *y/RED-da-ɣw/ deghwdeghw 
Higi Bana */daŋ/ daŋ 

Kamwe-Nkafa */daŋ-y-k/ > *y/daŋ-k-y/ daᵑgyi 
Kamwe-Futu */daŋ-y-ka/ > *y/daŋ-ka/ dyaᵑga 

Drum2	 *gaŋ ~ ga ŋga 
Bata Gude, Sharwa */gaŋga/ gaᵑga
Daba Buwal */RED-gaŋ/ > */kaŋ-gaŋ/ kɑᵑgɑŋ 
Mafa Mafa */gaŋga/ gaᵑga

Cuvok */RED-gaŋ/ gaᵑgaŋ
Tera Tera *w/RED-gaŋ/ gugaᵑg 
Hurza Mbuko */gaŋga-n/ gaᵑgan

Vame */gaŋ-ka/ gaŋka 
Margi Bura */gaŋga/ gaᵑga

Margi */gaŋga/ kɑᵑgɑ 
Mandara Mandara, 

Malgwa
*/gaŋga/ gaᵑga

Glavda */gaŋ/ gaŋ
Podoko */gaŋ-ka/ gaŋəka 

Mofu Moloko */gaᵑga-n/ gəᵑgan
Muyang, Mofu 

North,  
Mofu-Gudur

*/RED-gaŋ/ gaᵑgaŋ, ɡaŋ-
ɡɑŋ 

Merey */RED-gaŋ/ gaᵑgaŋ, gaŋaŋ
Gemzek */RED-gaŋ/ gagaŋ, gaŋaŋ

Maroua Giziga-Marva */RED-gaŋ/ gaᵑgaŋ 
Lamang Lamang */gaᵑga/ gaᵑga
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Kamwe-Futu
*/gaᵑga/ gaᵑga

Kotoko-Island Buduma */gaᵑga/ gaᵑga 
Kotoko-North Afade */gaᵑga-n/ gaᵑgan 

Mpade */gaŋga/ kɑᵑgɑ 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan */gaᵑga/ gaᵑga 

Musgum Mbara */gaᵑga/ gaᵑga 
Gidar Gidar */gaᵑga/ gaᵑga 

Ear, name	 *ɬ(a)m(a)
Bata Gude */ɬma/ ləma

Sharwa *y/ɬm-y/ limi 
Jimi *y/ɬm-n/ limən 
Tsuvan *y/ɮma/ ɮəme 
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Daba Gavar, Mbudum */ɮm/ ɮəm
Mazagway Hidi *y/ɮm-y/ ɮimi 
Daba *y/ɮm-y-ʔ/ ɮimiʼ
Buwal */ɮam/ ɮam

Mafa Mafa */mn-ɮba-ɗ/ >*/ɮmba-ɗ/, 
*/mn-ɮba-ɗ/ > */n-ɮmba-ɗ/

ɮəmbaɗ ‘ear’, 
nɮəmbaɗ 
‘name’

Cuvok */ɮma-y/ ɮəmay ‘ear’
Tera Tera */ɮm/ > *y/ɮm/ ɮəm, ɮim
Sukur Sukur */ɮma-y/ ɮəmay ‘ear’
Hurza Mbuko */ɮma-y/ ɮəmay 

Vame */ɮma-y/ ɮəmay ‘ear’
Margi Bura *y/ɬm/ ɬim 

Margi *y/ɬm-y/ ɬimi ‘ear’
Margi-South *y/xm-y/ himi ‘ear’
Kilba *y/xm-y/,  

*/ɬm/
hyimi ‘ear’, 

ɬəm ‘name’
Mandara Matal */ɬm/ ɬəm

Podoko */ɬma/ ɬəma ‘ear’
Malgwa *y/xyma/ hyima ‘ear’
Dghwede *y/ɬma/ ɬəme 
Glavda *y/çm-ya/,  

*y/çm-y/
çɨmya,  

çimi ‘ear’
Mandara */xyama/ hyama ‘ear’

Mofu Zulgo, Merey */ɬm/ ɬəm ‘ear’
Muyang *y/ɬm-y/ ɬimi 
Mada *y/ɬma/ ɬme 
Moloko */ɬma-y/ ɬəmay
Ouldeme, Mofu 

North, Mofu-
Gudur

*/ɬma-y/ ɬəmay ‘ear’

Dugwor, Gemzek */ɮam/ ɮam
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/ɬm-y-ɗa/ ɬimiɗ(i) 

Giziga-Marva *y/ɬma-ɗ/ ɬimeɗ 
Mbazla */ɬma-y/, 

*y/sma-ʔ/, 
*/sma-y/

ɬəmay, 
ʃimɛʼ ‘ear’, 
səmai ‘name’

Lamang Lamang */ɬma-n-k/ > */ɬma-ŋ/ ɬəmaŋ ‘ear’
Hdi */ɬm-n-k/ > */ɬm-ŋ/ ɬəməŋ ‘ear’

Higi Kirya */ɬm/ ɬəm
Bana, Kamwe-

Nkafa
*/ɬma/ ɬəmə ‘ear’

Kamwe-Futu *yw/ɬma-kw-n/ > *yw/ɬma-ŋg/ ɬimoᵑg ‘ear’
Kotoko-Island Buduma */xm-w/,  

*/xm-wa/
həmu,  

həmuə ‘ear’
Kotoko-North Afade, Malgbe, 

Maltam
*y/ɬm/ ɬɨm 

Mpade *y/sm-w/ ʃimu 
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Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/ɬm-y/ ɬɨmi 

Mser *y/sm/ sɨm 
Kotoko-South Zina */sm/ səm ‘name’

Mazera *y/sma/ sime 
Musgum Mbara *w/ɬma/, 

*y/ɬm/
ɬumo ‘ear’, 

ɬim ‘name’
Gidar Gidar */ɬma/ ɬəma ‘ear’

Earth	 *xw(a)yɗa
Daba Buwal, Gavar, 

Mbudum
*/xaya-k/ hayak

Mafa Cuvok */wya-k/ uyak 
Tera Tera */ɣay/ ɣay
Sukur Sukur */xaɗ/ haɗ
Hurza Mbuko */wy-ga/ > *w/yw-ga/ yugo 

Vame */xya-g/ > *y/xgay/ higay 
Margi Bura */xy/ hi 

Kilba */xyʔ / > */xʔy/ həʼi 
Mandara Dghwede */xaya/ xaya

Mandara, Malgwa */RED-xa/ haha
Mofu Zulgo */xɗ/ ahəɗ
Maroua Mbazla */xay/ hay 
Lamang Lamang *w/xaɗa/ hoɗo 

Hdi */xayɗ -k/ > */xaɗy-k/ haɗik 
Higi Kamwe-Futu, 

Bana
*y/xyɗa/ hyiɗi, xyiɗi 

Psikye */xyɗ / > */xɗy/ həɗi 
Musgum Mbara */xaya-xaya/ > */ya-xay/ yahay

Eat, to	 *z(a)ma
Bata Bata *w/sm/ sum 

Jimi */zm-n/ zəmən
Daba Gavar */zm/ zəm

Mbudum *w/zm/ zum 
Buwal */zam/ zam

Tera Tera */zm/,  
*/zm-y/

zəm,  
zəmi 

Ga’anda */sm/ sǝm 
Margi Kilba */sma/ səma

Margi */sm/ səm
Bura *y/sm/ sim 

Mandara Mandara, 
Malgwa

*/za/ za

Glavda */z-ga/ zᵊga
Matal */ma-zwa-y/, 

*w/ma-zwa-y/
mazəway, 

mazuway
Dghwede *w/zwa/ > *w/wza/ wuza 
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Mofu Zulgo, Mofu-
Gudur

*/zm/ zəm

Mada */ma-zma/ mazma
Gemzek *y/ma-zma/ mezəme
Mofu North *y/ma-zma-y/,  

*/zam/
mezəmey,  

zam
Moloko *w/zam/ zom 

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/zma/ zuma 
Mbazla *y/zm-y/,  

*y/zm-y-ʔ/
ʒimi,  

zimiʼ
Lamang Lamang, Hdi */za/ za
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Psikye, Bana
*/zma/ zəmə

Kamwe-Futu *yw/zma/ zimo 
Kotoko-Island Buduma */xm/ həm
Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade *y/sm/ sɨm 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/zm/,  
*y/zm-y/,  
*yw/zm-w-n/

zɨm,  
zɨmi,  
zɨmwun 

Mser *y/dzm/ dʒim 
Kotoko-South Zina *w/xma/ huma 
Musgum Mulwi *y/sm-y/ simi 

Mbara *w/zm/ zum 
Gidar Gidar */zma-w/ > */wzma/,  

*/zma/
wəzəma,  

əzəma

Egg	 *ɗ(a)ɬ(a)ya
Bata Bata *yw/ɗlya-w/ > *yw/ɗwla/ ɗuule 

Gude */aly-na/ alinə 
Jimi */aly-n/ alin 
Sharwa */aly/ alli 

Daba Mbudum */m-ɗɬy/ > *y/m-ɬyɗ/ miɬiɗ 
Gavar */m-ɬy/ > */n-ɬy/ anɬi 
Daba *y/n-ʔaɮy/ > *y/n-aɮyʔ/ neɮiʼ
Buwal *y/n-aɬa/ neɬe 

Mafa Mafa */RED-ɬay/ ɬaɬay 
Cuvok *y/RED-ɬay/ ɬeɬey 

Sukur Sukur */mn-ga-ɗaɮay/ >  
*n/ɗagaɮay/ 
*/mn-ka-ɗaɮay/ >  
*n/dakaɮay/

ɗaᵑgaɮai,
 

ⁿdaŋaɮay
Hurza Mbuko */ɬay/ ɬay

Vame */ɮay/ ɮay
Margi Margi *y/xya/ ihyi 

Kilba *y/RED-xya/ hyihyi 
Bura */RED-xy/ hihi 
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41Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Mandara Podoko *y/RED-ɬa/ ɬɨɬe 
Dghwede *y/RED-ɬa/ ɬəɬe 
Matal */RED-ɬay/ ɬaɬay 
Glavda */çy/, *y/çya/ çi, çiːya
Mandara, 

Malgwa
*/ɬaya/ ɬaya, thlaya 

Mofu Merey, Gemzek *y/ɗɬa/ ɗəɬe 
Muyang *y/yɬa/ eyɬi 
Dugwor */aɬay/ aɬay
Ouldeme */RED-ɬay/ ɬaɬay
Zulgo *y/RED-ɬa/ ɬeɬe 
Mofu North,  

Mofu-Gudur
*y/RED-ɗaɬ/ >  

*y/ɬa-ɬaɗ/ ɬeɬeɗ 
Maroua Giziga-Marva *y/a-taɬ/ ateɬ 

Giziga-Muturwa *y/a-taɬ/,  
*y/taɬa/

ateɬ,  
eteɬ, teɬ(e) 

Mbazla */aɬay/ aɬay
Lamang Lamang */RED-ɬy/ ɬiɬi 

Hdi */RED-ɬy-k/ ɬiɬik 
Higi Kamwe-Futu *y/yɬa/ yəɬe 

Kamwe-Nkafa *y/RED-ɬə/ ɬiɬə 
Bana */RED-ɬy/ ɬiɬi 
Kirya */RED-ɬy/, *nw/kwa-t-ka/ ɬiɬi, kontəka 

Kotoko-North Malgbe *y/n-ɬa/ enɬɨ 
Afade *yw/n-ɬa/ enɬo  
Mpade *yw/n-sa/ enʃo  

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/n-ɬa/ nɬɨ 

Mser *y/n-sa/ ensɨ 
Kotoko-South Zina */n-sy/ nsi 
Musgum Mbara */m-k-ɮa/ > */ŋ-ɮa/ ŋɮa

Vulum */m-k-ɮya/ > *y/ŋ-ɮa/ eŋɮe 
Muskum *y/ɮa-t/ ɮet  

Gidar Gidar */m-k-ɗaɮya/ > *ny/ɗagɮa/,  
*/m-k-ɗalya/ > *ny/ɗakla/

ɗeᵑgɮe,  
ɗeŋle

Eight	 *tɣ(a)sa
Bata Gude */tɣsa/ təɣəsə

Jimi *y/tɣs/ təɣis 
Sukur Sukur */tkz/ təkəz 
Mandara Glavda */txsa/ tx̩sa

Mandara *y/tsa/ tise 
Matal *y/m-tgs/ mtəgis, mtəgiʃ 

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */tɣasa/ tɣas(a) 
Higi Kirya */tɣs/ təɣəs 

Kamwe-Nkafa *y/tksa/ təkəse 
Psikye */dgsa/ dəgəsə
Bana */dɣsa/ d(ə)ɣəsə
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Elephant1	 *nva
Kotoko-North Afade */rf-y/ arfi 

Malgbe *y/rfa/ arfɨ 
Mpade */rf-w/ arfu 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/nv-y/ nɨvi 

Mser */rv-y/ arvi 

Elephant2	 *g(a)w(a)na
Bata Jimi *yw/dzwn-n/ dʒuunən 

Gude *yw/tsaana/ tʃoona 
Tera Tera *yw/dzwan/,  

*yw/zwan/
dʒuwan,  

ʒuwan 
Ga’anda *yw/tsxwana/ tʃhuwena 

Sukur Sukur *yw/dzwan/,  
*y/dzwan/

dʒuwan,  
dʒiwan 

Margi Margi *yw/tswar/ tʃuwar 
Bura, Margi-

South
*y/tswar/ tʃiwar 

Mandara Glavda */gwna/ guna 
Malgwa *yw/gwa/ guwe 
Mandara *y/gwa/ gue 
Podoko *y/x-gwana/ > *y/gwxana/ gwihana 
Matal */gawan/ gawan

Lamang Lamang *y/gwan-k/ > *y/gwaŋ/ giwaŋ 
Hdi *y/ gwʔan/ gwiʼyan 

Higi Kirya *yw/tswna/ tʃuunə 
Bana *y/tswa/ tʃiwə 
Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Kamwe-Futu
*y/x-tswa/ > *y/tsxwa/ tʃhiwə

Kotoko-South Zina */RED-gwa-y/ >  
*/gwa-gw-y/ gwagwi 

Mazera *y/RED-gwa/ gwagwe 

Elephant3	 *b(a)ɮa
Bata Tsuvan */m-baɮa/ mbaɮa 
Hurza Mbuko *y/m-bla/ mbəle 

Vame *y/m-bala-RED-k/ mbelelek
Mofu Moloko *y/m-bala-RED/ mbəlele 

Ouldeme *y/m-bla/ mbəle 
Muyang *y/m-bal-y/ mbeli 

Extinguish, to	 *m(a)ta
Bata Jimi */mt-y-n/ > *y/myt-n/ miitən 
Daba Daba *y/mts-y-ʔ-n/ mitʃiʼn 

Mbudum *yw/k-mts/ kəmutʃ 
Mafa Cuvok */mtsa/ mətsa 
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Hurza Vame *yw/m-mdz-ya/ muⁿdʒiya 
Mandara Glavda *y/mtsa/ ɨmt͡ sa 

Podoko *y/matsa/ metʃe 
Matal *y/ma-mats-k-n/  

> *y/ma-mats-ŋ/ mamatsiŋ
Mofu Muyang *y/mat/ met 

Ouldeme *y/mata-k-n/ > *y/mata-ŋ/ meteŋ 
Mofu North *y/ma-mtsa-y/ memtsey  

Maroua Giziga-Marva *yw/mtsa/ mutʃa 
Giziga-Muturwa *yw/mts/ mutʃ 

Lamang Hdi */mta-y/ mətay

Eye1	 *d(a)ya
Bata Bata *w/dy-ta/ dito 

Sharwa */dy/ di 
Tsuvan */a-d-k-n/ > */a-d-ŋ/ adəŋ

Daba Daba */xra-ʔ/ həraʼ 
Mazagway Hidi *y/rya/ riya 

Mafa Mafa */day/ day
Cuvok */m-day/ > *y/n-day/ ndey 

Tera Tera *y/yta/ yitə, yiti 
Hurza Mbuko */ɗya/ > *y/yɗa/ iɗe 

Vame */a-ray/ aray
Margi Margi, Kilba, 

Margi-South
*/ly/ li

Mandara Matal */dy/ di, dəy  
Podoko *y/da/ de 
Dghwede *y/n-da/ ⁿde 

Mofu Dugwor *y/ra/ re 
Merey *y/ɗra/ ɗəre 
Mofu-Gudur *y/day/ dey 
Muyang *y/a-ry/ eri 
Zulgo *y/a-ra/ are 
Mada, Gemzek *y/a-ra/ ere 
Moloko *y/a-la/ ele 
Ouldeme */a-ray/ aray

Maroua Giziga-Marva *y/ra/ re 
Mbazla */ʔa-ray/ ʼaray

Lamang Lamang *y/ly/ ili 
Hdi *y/ry/ iri 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */ly/ > */yl/ yəl
Kotoko-South Zina *y/ry/ iri 

Mazera *y/a-da/ ade 
Musgum Mbara *y/raa/ ree 

Vulum */a-ray/ aray
Gidar Gidar */xara/ hara 
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Eye2	 *y(a)tsa
Bata Jimi *y/dz-n/ dʒən 
Daba Mbudum, Buwal *y/n-dza/ ⁿdʒe 

Gavar *y/n-dza/ ⁿdʒa 
Sukur Sukur */ys/,  

*y/ʔs/
is,  

ʼis 
Margi Bura *y/n-tsa/ ntʃa 
Mandara Mandara *y/ytsa/ itʃa 

Malgwa *y/ytsa/ iitʃe 
Glavda *y/dz/ dʒ 

Higi Bana */m-tsa/ m(ə)tsə
Kamwe-Nkafa */m-tsa/ > */n-tsa/ ntsə
Kamwe-Futu */m-yts/ > */n-tsy/ ntsi 
Kirya */m-yts/ > *y/n-tsy/ ntʃi 
Psikye */m-yts/ > *y/n-sy/ nʃi 

Kotoko-North Afade *y/tsa/ tsɨ 
Mpade, Malgbe, 

Maltam
*y/sa/ sɨ 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan, Mser *y/sa/ sɨ 

Face	 *kw(a)ma
Bata Gude *w/kwn-wa/ kunwa 
Sukur Sukur */kma/ kəma
Margi Bura *w/kwma/ kuma 
Lamang Lamang, Hdi */kma/ kəma
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Kamwe-Futu, 
Psikye

*/kma/ kəma

Faeces1	 *ɣwva
Bata Jimi */wv-y-n/ > */vw-y-n/ vwin 

Sharwa */wva-y/ > */vwa-y/ vway 
Daba Buwal, Gavar, 

Mbudum 
*/m-ɣwva/ > */ŋ-va/ ŋva

Tera Tera */m-g-y-n/ > */ŋ-g-y-n/ ᵑgin 
Sukur Sukur */wv/ > */vw/ vu 
Margi Bura *y/kv-y/ kivi, tʃivi 

Kilba *y/b-y/ ibi 
Mandara Glavda *w/gva/ guva 

Mandara, 
Malgwa

*yw/gva/ ugve 

Dghwede *y/gva/ gəve 
Lamang Lamang, Hdi *w/ɣwv-y/ ɣuvi 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *y/gwa/ gywə 

Kamwe-Futu */ɣwa/ > */wɣa/ wɣə
Kirya */wv-y/ > */vw-y/ vwi 
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Kotoko-Island Buduma */m-gwa/ > *nw/n-gwa/ nuᵑgu 
Kotoko-North Afade *yw/m-ɓa/ emɓo 

Malgbe *y/m-gba/ emgbɨ 
Mpade */m-gwa-y/ > *yw/ŋ-gwa/ eᵑgu 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan */m-gwa/ > *w/ŋ-gwa/ ᵑgu 

Mser */m-gwa-y/ > *yw/ŋ-ga/ eᵑgo 
Kotoko-South Mazera *w/d-ɣw-n/ duɣun 

Faeces2	 *za
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */za-y/ zay
Hurza Mbuko, Vame */a-za-y/ azay
Mandara Matal */za-y/ zay
Mofu Zulgo, Gemzek */za/ za

Mada */za/,  
*/a-za/

za,  
aza

Muyang, Moloko */a-za-y/ azay
Ouldeme, Merey, 

Dugwor, Mofu 
North,  
Mofu-Gudur

*/za-y/ zay

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva, 
Mbazla

*/za-y/ zay

Fear (, to) 	 *ɮ(a)w(a)na
Mafa Mafa */ɮaw/ ɮaw 
Hurza Vame *w/ɮn-gw-tsa/,  

*w/ɮn-gwa-ts/
ɮəᵑgutsa,  

ɮuŋgwats
Mbuko */ɮawan/ ɮawan 

Mandara Podoko *y/RED-ɮwa/ ɮɨɮəwe 
Mofu Ouldeme */ɮn-ka-ts/ > */ɮŋa-ts/ ɮəŋats

Mofu-Gudur */ɮwr/ ɮur 
Mofu North *y/ma-ɮwra-y/ meɮurey 
Merey, Dugwor *yw/ɮwar/ ɮuwer 
Moloko */ɮaw/ ɮaw 
Mada */ma-ɮawa/,  

*/ma-ɮawal/
maɮawa,  

maɮawal
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *w/ɮwn/ ɮuwun 

Giziga-Marva *w/ɮwan/ ɮuwan 
Mbazla */ɮaw/ ɮaw

Lamang Lamang *yw/ɮwn-y/,  
* /ɮwn-y-k/ > *yw/ɮwŋ/

ɮuwini,  
ɮuwiŋ

Hdi */ɮn-k/ > */ɮŋ/,  
*/ɮna-y-k/ > */ɮnka-y/ > 
*/ɮŋa-y/

ɮəŋ,  
 
ɮəŋay
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Field1, farmland	 *gw(a)v(a)xa
Bata Gude */wva/ > */vwa/ vwa 
Hurza Mbuko *w/gwva/ guvo 

Vame *w/kwva-k/ kuvak 
Margi Margi, Margi-

South, Kilba
*/fa/ fa

Bura */fa-kw/ faku 
Mandara Mandara *y/fa/ fe 

Malgwa *y/fa/,  
*yw/kwfa/

fe,  
ukfe 

Matal *w/gwf/ gwəf, guf 
Glavda *y/gf/,  

*w/gwa/
gif,  

gwu 
Podoko *w/vxa/ vəhwa 

Mofu Ouldeme *w/avx/ avuhw 
Mada */wvax/ wvah 
Moloko */gvax/ gəvah 
Zulgo, Gemzek, 

Merey
*w/gwvax/ guvah 

Dugwor *w/gwva/ guva 
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 

Giziga-Marva
*w/gwva/ guva 

Lamang Lamang */wvaxa/ uvaha 
Hdi */wvax/ > */vwax/ vwah 

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa */wva/ > */vwa/ vwə 
Kirya */n-wv-ka/ > */n-vw-ka/,  

*/n-v-ka/
nvwəkə,  

nvəkə 
Psikye *w/wva/ wuvə 
Bana */vxa/ vəxə 

Field2, bush, plot	 *ɣw(a)r(a)ya
Bata Gude */ra/ ra

Sharwa */ra/ rə
Tsuvan *y/ala/ əle

Daba Buwal, Gavar */la/ la
Mbudum, Daba */lay/ lay

Mafa Cuvok *y/lay/ ley 
Tera Tera */gar/ gar
Sukur Sukur */ɣr/,  

*w/ɣwr/ 
ɣər,  

ɣur 
Mofu Muyang *y/gly/ gili 

Mofu North, 
Mofu-Gudur

*y/lay/ ley 

Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade */RED-la/ lala
Musgum Mbara *w/wr/ wur 
Gidar Gidar *yw/gwlya/ guliyo 

9781009346399mem01_p1-134.indd   46 27/09/23   4:27 PM



47Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Fire	 *x(a)kwa
Bata Jimi */RED-gw-n/ > */gw-w-n/ gun 

Gude */RED-gw-na/ > */gw-w-na/ gunə
Tsuvan */RED-kwa-y-l/  

> *yw/gw-lkwa/ gulkwe 
Sharwa */gwa-r/ > *w/rgwa/ rugwə 

Daba Daba */xkwa/ > *w/kwxa/ kuhu 
Buwal */xakwa-w/ > *w/kwaxa-w/ kwahwaw 
Mbudum */xaka-w/ > */kaxa-w/ kahaw 
Gavar */xakw-w > */kwax-w/ kwahu 

Mafa Mafa *w/va-gwa/ vogwa 
Cuvok */RED-kwa-w/ kwakwaw

Sukur Sukur */kw-w/ ku 
Hurza Mbuko *w/kwa/ uko 

Vame */akwa/ akwa
Margi Bura, Margi, 

Margi-South
*w/ʔwa/ uʼu 

Kilba *w/xʔwa/ huʼu 
Mofu Ouldeme, 

Muyang
*/akw/ aku 

Zulgo, Dugwor */akwa/ akwa
Gemzek, Merey *w/akwa/ ako 
Moloko *w/akwa/ oko 
Mofu-Gudur */awa-w/ awaw

Maroua Mbazla *w/awa/ awu 
Lamang Lamang *w/v-w/ uvu 

Hdi */v-w/ vu 
Higi Psikye *w/gwa/ gwu 

Kirya */ɣw/ ɣu 
Bana */ɣwa/ ɣwə
Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Kamwe-Futu
*/ɣw-y/ ɣwi 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */aw/ aw, aəw
Kotoko-North Malgbe */w/ u 

Afade *y/xw/ hɨw 
Maltam */aw-y/ > */yaw/ yau 

Kotoko-
Central

Mser *w/awa/ awu 

Kotoko-South Mazera *w/agwa/ ago 
Musgum Mbara *w/xw/ huu 

Muskum */akw/ aku 

Fish	 *kw(a)r(a)f(a)ya
Bata Sharwa *yw/kwrfy/ kuryəfi 

Bata *y/kwrfya-ya/ qərfyee 
Gude */xrfy-na/ hərəfinə 
Jimi *y/xrf-n/ həryəfən 
Tsuvan *w/wlfy-n/ wulfin 
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Daba Gavar */m-klfy/ > *ny/klyf/ ŋkilif 
Mbudum */klːfy/ > */klːyf/ kəlːif 
Daba, Mazagway 

Hidi
*/klfy/ > *y/klyf/ kilif 

Mafa Mafa *y/klaf/ kilef 
Cuvok *y/klaf/ kəlef 

Tera Tera */wrvya/ > *w/ywrva/ yurvu 
Sukur Sukur */krfy/ > *y/kryf/ kirif 
Hurza Mbuko *y/klaf/ kəlef 
Margi Bura */klfya/ > */kylfa/ kilfa 

Margi *y/kfy/ kyifi 
Mandara Matal *y/klfy/ kilfi, kilfəy 

Glavda *y/kl/,  
*y/kylfa/

kil,  
kiilfa 

Dghwede *y/klfa/ klfe 
Podoko *y/klfa/ kɨləfe 
Malgwa *y/klfa/ kəlfe 
Mandara *y/kalfa/ kelfe 

Mofu Ouldeme */klfy/ > */klyf/ kəlif 
Zulgo *y/klfy/ > *y/klyf/ kilif 
Moloko. Gemzek, 

Merey, 
Dugwor, Mofu 
North

*y/klaf/ kəlef 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */yklfy/ > */yklyf/ kilif 
Mbazla */klfy/ > *y/klyf/,  

*y/klyv/
kilif,  

kiliv 
Giziga-Marva *y/klaf/ kilef 

Lamang Lamang */klpy/ kəlpi 
Hdi *y/klpy/ kəlipi 

Higi Kamwe-Futu, 
Psikye

*/klpa/ kələpə

Bana */klpya/ > */klypa/,  
*/krpy/

k(ə)lipə,  
kərpi 

Kirya */kɽpya > */kɽypa/,  
*y/krapa/

kəɽipə,  
kərepə 

Kotoko-South Zina */xlfa/ həlfə
Mazera *y/klfa/ kɨlfa 

Musgum Vulum */xlfy/ > *y/xlyf/ hilif 
Gidar Gidar *y/klfy/ kilfi 

Five1	 *xwt(a)fa
Bata Bata */wtf/ > */twf/ tuf 

Gude */wtfa/ > */twfa/ tufə 
Sharwa */tf(-ka)/ təf(kə) 
Jimi */wtafa-y/ > *y/tafwa/ tefwə 
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Margi Kilba */wtf/ > */tfw/ təfu 
Margi-South */wtf/ > */tfw/ təffu 
Bura */n-wtf/ > *w/n-tfw/ ntufu 

Lamang Lamang */xwtafa/ hwtafa
Hdi *w/xwtaf/ hutaf 

Higi Bana *y/tsfa/ tʃifə 
Kirya *y/n-tsfa/ ntʃifə 
Kamwe-Nkafa *y/n-tswfa/ ntʃufə 
Kamwe-Futu *y/m-tswafa/ mtʃwafə 
Psikye *y/m-tsafa/ mtʃefə 

Five2	 *ɬ(a)ɗ(a)ma
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */ɮam/ ɮam
Sukur Sukur */ɮam/ ɮam
Mandara Podoko */ɮama/ ɮama

Glavda */ɮʔba/ ɮᵊɓa
Dghwede *y/ɮɓa/ ɮipʼe 
Mandara *y/ɮaɓa/ iɮeɓe 
Malgwa * y/yɮba/ iidhləbe 
Matal */ɮw/ əɮu, əɮəw

Mofu Gemzek, Zulgo */ɮm/ ɮəm, əɮəm
Ouldeme, 

Muyang, 
Merey, 
Dugwor, Mofu 
North, Mofu-
Gudur

*/ɮam/ ɮam

Moloko *w/ɮam/ ɮom
Mada */z-ɮam/,  

*/a-z-ɮama/
zɮam,  

azɮama
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *w/ɮm/ ɮum 

Giziga-Marva *w/ɮam/ ɮom 
Mbazla *ny/ɮdam/,  

*/ldam-y-ʔw/  
> *y/ldam-wʔ/

ɮiⁿdam,  
 
lidamuʼ 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */xm-y-k/ > *y/xŋ-g-y/ xiᵑgi 
Kotoko-North Afade *y/ɬʔan-ts-y/ ɬʼentsi 

Mpade *y/san-s-y/ ʃensi 
Malgbe *y/ɬan-s-y/ ɬensi 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan, Mser *y/sa-s-y/ ʃeʃi 

Musgum Vulum *y/ɬm/ ɬim 
Mbara *y/ɬʔm/ > *y/ʔɬm/ ʼiɬim 

Gidar Gidar *y/ɬaʔ/ ɬeʼ 
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Flour	 *ɣw(a)pa
Bata Gude *w/m-p-na/ əmpunə 

Jimi *w/p-n/ pun 
Sharwa *w/pa/ pwə
Tsuvan *yw/a-xpa/ ahpwe 

Daba Buwal, Gavar, 
Mbudum

*/m-ɣfa/ > */ŋ-fa/ ŋfɑ

Mafa Mafa *w/gwfa/ gufa 
Cuvok */kfa/ kəfa 

Sukur Sukur */wpa/ > */pwa/,  
*w/pawa/

pwa,  
powa 

Hurza Vame */m-xb-ga/ > *n/xb-ga/ həmbəga 
Margi Margi-South */wpa-w/ upau 

Kilba *w/wpa/,  
*/wp/

upwa,  
up 

Margi */m-wp/ > */m-pw/ əmpu 
Bura */m-wpa/ > */m-pwa/ mpwa 

Mandara Matal */xpa-w/ > */pxa-w/ phaw 
Podoko */xwpa/ > */pxwa/ pəhwa
Mandara *y/kwpa/ ukpe
Malgwa */kwpa/ ukpa
Glavda */a-x/,  

*y/a-xwp-ya/
ax,  

axwpiya 
Mofu Moloko *nw/xba/ həmbo 

Ouldeme *nw/xwba/ humbo 
Muyang *nw/xwba/ humbu 
Moloko *nw/xwaba/ hombo 
Mofu North, 

Mofu-Gudur
*/xapa/ hapa

Zulgo, Gemzek *w/gwfa/ gufa 
Merey *w/gwfa/ gufo 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva

*/xapa/ hapa

Lamang Lamang *w/xwpa/ hwpo 
Hdi *w/xwpa/ hupu 

Higi Kirya *w/ɣwpa/ ɣupə 
Bana */ɣwpa/ ɣwəpə

Gidar Gidar */gpa-y/ > *y/gypa/ gɨɨpa 

Fly (noun) 	 *dz(a)kw(a)ɗa
Bata Bata *yw/dzkwta/ dʒitto 

Gude */dzɗ/ > *y/dzy/ dʒi 
Jimi */dzʔɗ-n/ > *y/dzʔy-n/ dʒiʼin 
Sharwa */dzʔɗ/ > *y/dzʔy/ dʒiʼi 

Daba Gavar *y/dzwɗ/ dʒiwiɗ 
Mbudum *y/RED-dzwɗ/ dʒidʒiwəɗ
Buwal *y/RED-dzawaɗ/ dʒedʒəweɗ
Daba *y/tsad-y/ tʃedi 
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Mafa Mafa *w/dzway/ dzuway 
Sukur Sukur *yw/dzwy/,  

*y/dzwy/
dʒuwi,  

dʒui 
Hurza Mbuko, Vame *w/dzway/ dzuway 
Margi Margi *y/tsɗ-y/ tʃiɗi 

Kilba *y/tsɗ-y/ tʃəɗi 
Bura *y/tsr-y/ tʃiri 

Mandara Glavda *y/m-dzw/,  
*/n-dzwya/

nğu, 
 ndzuya

Malgwa */m-dzway-k-n/  
> */n-dzway-ŋ/ >  
*y/n-dzŋwa/ ⁿdʒəŋwa 

Mandara */m-dzaway-k-n/  
> *y/n-dzawa-ŋ/  
> *y/n-dzaŋwa/

 

ⁿdʒaŋwa 
Podoko */m-dzway/ > *y/n-dzwa/ ⁿdʒəwe 
Matal */zway/, *w/zway/ zway, zəway, 

zuway 
Mofu Muyang *yw/a-zwy/ ezʉwi 

Ouldeme *w/zway/ zuway 
Moloko *y/dzway/ dʒəway 
Zulgo *y/dzwa/ dziwe 
Gemzek *yw/dzwa/ dzuwe 
Merey, Mofu 

North, Dugwor
*w/dzway/ dzuway 

Mofu-Gudur *y/RED-dzaway/ dʒadʒəway 
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/RED-dzwɗ(-y)/ dʒidʒiwiɗ(i)

Giziga-Marva *y/RED-dzwaɗ/ dʒidʒiweɗ
Lamang Lamang *y/zɗ-y/ ziɗi 

Hdi *y/zɗkw/ ziɗikw 
Higi Kamwe-Futu *y/zwy/ ʒiwi 

Bana *y/zɓ(-y)/ ʒiɓ(i) 
Kirya *y/zaw/ ʒew 

Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/xa-dzw/ hadʒu 
Kotoko-North Afade *y/tswy/ tsɨwi 

Maltam */swʔ-y/ > *y/sʔw-y/ sʼɨwi 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan */zw/ zu 

Mser */m-swʔ-y/ > *y/m-sʔw-y/ msʼɨwi 
Kotoko-South Zina *y/RED-dzawy/ > *y/dza-dzwy/ dʒadʒwi 
Musgum Vulum *w/a-dway/ aduway 

Mbara *w/tway/ tuway 
Gidar Gidar *y/zkɗa/ zikɗe 

Fly/jump, to	 *v(a)ra
Bata Gude */fr/ fər
Sukur Sukur *w/var/ vwar 
Margi Kilba */fla/ fəla

Bura *y/fla/ fila 
Margi */vl/ vəl
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Mandara Matal */ma-vala-y/ mavalay
Lamang Lamang, Hdi */vala/ vala
Kotoko-North Mpade *y/fl/ fɨl 

Afade */yfl/,  
*yw/fl-n/

fɨl,  
fɨlun 

Malgbe *yw/fl-w-n/ fɨlwun 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan, Mser *y/vl/ vɨl 

Kotoko-South Zina *y/vara/ vera 

Foot, leg	 *s(a)ra
Bata Gude */sɗa/ səɗa

Tsuvan *y/sɗa/ səɗe 
Sharwa *y/sɗa/ ʃiɗə 
Jimi */sɗ-n/,  

*ny/sra-y-n/
səɗən,  

ʃəranyən
Daba Buwal */RED-sala-y/ sasalay
Mafa Mafa */sa-k/,  

*y/RED-sala-y/
sak ‘foot’,  

sasalay, 
ʃeʃelay ‘leg’

Cuvok *y/sa-k/ sek ‘foot’
Tera Tera */sara/ sara
Hurza Vame */sla-y/ səlay 

Mbuko */sara-y/ saray
Margi Bura *y/sl/ sil 

Margi, Kilba *y/x-y/ hyi 
Margi South */x-y/ hi 

Mandara Malgwa */sra/ səra
Mandara *y/sara/ sera 
Matal *y/a-s-k/ asik, aʃik 
Dghwede *y/s-ga/ səge 
Podoko *y/s-ga/ ʃɨge 
Glavda *y/s-ga/ ʃɨga 

Mofu Zulgo, Merey *y/s-k/ sik 
Ouldeme, 

Gemzek, 
Dugwor, Mofu 
North

*y/sa-k/ sek 

Mada *y/sa-k/ ʃek 
Muyang, Moloko */a-sa-k/ asak
Mofu-Gudur */sala-y/ salay

Maroua Mbazla *y/sr/ sir 
Giziga-Marva */sar/ sar
Giziga-Muturwa */RED-sala/ sasala

Lamang Lamang */sra/ səra 
Hdi */sla/ səla 
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Higi Kamwe-Futu *y/sra/ sira 
Kamwe-Nkafa */sra/ səra
Kirya */sla/ səla
Psikye, Bana */sɗa/ səɗa

Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/ts-w/ tʃu 
Kotoko-North Mpade *y/n-sa/,  

*w/sal-ya/
ensɨ,  

salio
Afade *y/n-ts-y/ entsi 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/a-sa/ asɨ 

Mser *y/m-sʔ-ka/ msʼɨkɨ 

Four	 *f(a)ɗa
Bata Gude *w/a-n-faɗa/ ənfwaɗa 

Jimi *w/faɗ/ fwaɗ 
Daba Buwal, Gavar, 

Mbudum
*/k-n-faɗ/ > */ŋ-faɗ/ ŋfaɗ

Daba *w/faɗ/ foɗ 
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */faɗ/ faɗ 
Tera Tera */vaɗ/ vat

Ga’anda *w/faɗa/ foɗa 
Sukur Sukur *w/faɗ/ fwaɗ 
Hurza Mbuko *w/fɗa/ fuɗo 

Vame *w/fɗa-w/ fuɗaw 
Margi Kilba *w/faɗ-w/ fwaɗu

Margi South *w/faɗ-w/ fwaɗu, foɗu 
Margi *w/faɗa/ foɗə
Bura *w/n-far/ nfwar

Mandara Dghwede *y/fɗa/ fitʼe
Matal */w-faɗ/ ufaɗ 
Glavda, Podoko */w-faɗa/ ufaɗa 
Malgwa *y/w-faɗa/ ufaɗe 

Mofu Moloko */w-faɗ/ wəfaɗ
Ouldeme, 

Dugwor, Mofu-
Gudur

*/m-faɗ/ məfaɗ

Zulgo */a-faɗ/ əfaɗ
Gemzek */a-faɗ/,  

*/faɗ/
əfaɗ,  

faɗ
Muyang, Merey, 

Mofu North
*/faɗ/ faɗ

maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva

*/m-w-faɗ/ mufaɗ 

Mbazla *w/ma-fat/ mofot 
Lamang Lamang */w-faɗa/ ufaɗa 

Hdi *w/faɗ/ fwaɗ 
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Higi Bana */faɗ(a)/ faɗ(ə)
Psikye *w/w-faʔ/ wufaʼ 
Kamwe-Futu *w/faɗa/ fwaɗo 
Kirya *w/fada/,  

*w/far/
fwadə, 

 fwar
Kamwe-Nkafa *w/fara/ fwarə

Kotoko-South Zina *w/faɗ-y/ foɗi 
Musgum Vulum, Mbara *w/pɗ-w/ puɗu, puʼdu 

Muskum *w/fɗ-y-w/ > *w/fwɗ-y/ fuuɗi 
Gidar Gidar *w/paɗa/,  

*w/pada/
poɗo,  

podo 

Fry, to	 *s(a)w(a)ra
Bata Gude */sra/ sərə
Daba Buwal, Gavar */m-sar/ msar

Mbudum */m-sar/ məsar
Mafa Cuvok */sala/ sala 
Tera Tera */zwr/ zur 
Sukur Sukur */swra/ sura 
Hurza Mbuko *yw/swla/ suwle 

Vame */sla/ səla
Margi Bura */swla/,  

*/swl-ta/
sula,  

sulta 
Kilba */sla/ səla
Margi */sl/ səl

Mandara Podoko */swla/ sula 
Malgwa */sla/ səla
Mandara *y/sala/ sela 
Glavda *y/sl-ga/ sɨlga 

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */sr/,  
*/sl/

sər,  
səl

Ouldeme */sla-y/ səlay
Dugwor *y/m-swla-y-na/ məsuleyna 
Gemzek */sawla/ sawla
Merey *w/sala/ sola 
Moloko *w/sal/,  

*y/ma-sawla/
sol,  

mesewle
Mada */ma-swala-ra-y/  

> *y/ma-slawa-ra/ 
> *yw/ma-slaa-ra/

 

moeʃloeere
Muyang */sawala-y/ sawalay

Maroua Giziga-Marva */swla/ sula 
Giziga-Muturwa */RED-swl/ susul 

Lamang Lamang */swla/ sula 
Hdi */swla-y/ sulay 
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Higi Kamwe-Futu *yw/sra/ siro 
Kamwe-Nkafa */sla/ sələ
Kirya */sl/ səl
Bana */sl-y/ s(ə)li 
Kamwe-Nkafa *y/sala/ selə 

Kotoko-North Mpade *y/sl-ya/ sɨlya
Kotoko-South Zina *y/tsxa/ tʃihya 
Musgum Mbara *y/RED-sal/ sisal 

Get well/cure, to	 *b(a)ra
Bata Gude */m-b-y/,  

*y/m-b-y/
əᵐbi,  

mbii 
Jimi */m-bɗ-n/ mbəɗən 

Daba Gavar */m-bl/ mbəl 
Mbudum */m-bl/,  

*/k-m-bl/
mbəl,  

kəmbəl 
Hurza Vame */m-bra/ mbəra 

Mbuko */m-bar/ mbar 
Mofu Dugwor *y/RED-m-bla-y/ məmbəley 

Mofu North *y/RED-ma-bla-y/ membəley 
Gemzek *y/RED-ma-bla/,  

*/m-bl/
membəle,  

mbəl
Merey, Zulgo, 

Mofu-Gudur 
*/m-bl/ mbəl

Mada */RED-ma-bla-y-k-na/  
> *y/ma-m-bla-ŋa/ membleŋa 

Ouldeme */m-bl/,  
*/m-bala-y-k-n/  
> *y/m-bala-ŋ/

mbəl,  
 
mbeleŋ 

Moloko */m-bar/ mbar
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */m-bl-w/ > */m-bwl/ mbul 
Lamang Hdi */m-ba/ mba 
Gidar Gidar *y/m-bla/ ɨᵐbəla 

Girl (unmarried), daughter	 *d(a)ma
Daba Daba *y/ma-dm-y/ medimi 
Mafa Mafa */dam/ dam

Cuvok *y/dam/ dem 
Sukur Sukur */dm/ dəm
Mofu Zulgo, Gemzek */dm/ dəm

Merey, Dugwor, 
Mofu North, 
Mofu-Gudur

*y/dam/ dem 
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Girl, young unmarried woman	 *d(a)ɣ(a)ra
Daba Gavar */daxala-y/ dɑhɑlɑy 

Mbudum */dala-y/ dalay 
Mafa Cuvok */daxla/ dahla 
Sukur Sukur */dgl-y/ dəgəli 
Hurza Vame *y/dla/ dile 

Mbuko */dala-y/ dalay
Mandara Podoko */dxla/ dəhəla 

Mandara, 
Malgwa

*y/daala/ gyaale 

Mofu Gemzek */daxla/,  
*/daxla-y/

dahəla,  
dahəlay 

Merey, Dugwor */daxla-y/ dahəlay 
Muyang */daxala-y/ dɑhɑlɑy 
Moloko */dala-y/ dalay
Ouldeme *nw/dagala-y/ daŋgwalay

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/dyl-y/ diyli 
Giziga-Marva *y/dl-y/ dili 

Lamang Lamang *y/daɣala/ daɣele 
Hdi */daɣal-y/ daɣali 

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *y/dgl-ya/ digəlyi, digilyi 
Bana */daɣala/ daɣala

Give, to	 *va ~ v(a)ra
Bata Gude */va/ və

Jimi */v-n/ vən
Sharwa *y/va/ vɨ 
Tsuvan *y/a-va-k-n/ avekən 

Daba Gavar, Mbudum, 
Daba

*/vl/ vəl

Buwal */val/ val
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */va/ va
Tera Tera */vr/ vər 
Hurza Vame */vra/ vəra

Mbuko */var/ var
Mandara Podoko, 

Mandara, 
Malgwa

*/va/ va

Matal */vla/,  
*/ma-va-y/

vəla,  
mavay

Glavda *y/vl-ga/ vɨlga 
Mofu Ouldeme */vla-r/ vəlar

Gemzek *y/ma-vla/ mevəle 
Dugwor *y/m-vla-y/ məvəley 
Zulgo */vl/ vəl
Moloko */vr/,  

*/val/
vər,  

val
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Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/vl/ vul 
Mbazla *y/vl-y/,  

*y/vl-y-ʔ/
vili,  

viliʼ 
Lamang Lamang, Hdi */vla/ vla
Higi Psikye */va/ və
Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade */f-y/ fi 

Malgbe */f-y/, *y/fda/ fi, fidɨ 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *w/va-w-n/ vawun 

Mser *w/va/ vo 
Kotoko-South Zina */vala/ vala
Gidar Gidar */a-va-ya/ əvaya 

Give birth1, to	 *w(a)x(a)ya
Mafa Mafa */ya/ ya 

Cuvok */xaya/ haya
Tera Tera */xa/ xa
Sukur Sukur */wy/ > */yy/,  

*/wyxa/ > *y/yyxa/
yi,  

yiiha 
Hurza Vame */waxa/ wah(a)

Mbuko */waxay/ wahay
Margi Bura */wya/ > */yya/ iya, yia 

Margi, Margi 
South, Kilba

*/ya/ ya

Mandara Podoko */xa/ ha
Malgwa */ya/ ya
Dghwede */wy-ga/ > *y/yy-ga/ yige 
Glavda */wy-ga/ > */yy-ga/,  

*/RED-ya-na/
yiga,  

yayana
Mofu Mofu-Gudur */y-/ y-

Merey, Zulgo */wa/ wa
Ouldeme */wy/ wi
Moloko *y/wa/ we 
Gemzek */ma-wa/,  

*y/ma-wa/
mawa,  

mewe 
Mofu North *y/ma-ya-y/ meyey 
Dugwor */ma-way/ maway

Maroua Giziga-Marva *y/ya/, */wy/ > */yy/ ye, yi 
Mbadzla */wy/ > */yy/,  

*/RED-wayʔ >  
*y/RED-yayʔ 

yi,  
 
yɛyiʼ

Lamang Lamang */ya/ ya
Hdi */RED-ya/ yay

Higi Kirya, Bana */ya/ ya
Kamwe-Nkafa */ya/ yə 
Kamwe-Futu *y/ya-ka/,  

*y/ya-k-gwa/
yekə,  

yekəgwo 
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Kotoko-Island Buduma *w/wy/ wuy, wuəy
Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade *y/wa/, */wa-n/ we, wan

Malgbe *w/RED-w-n/ wawun 
Kotoko-

Central

Mser *y/wa/ we 

Lagwan */ywa-l/,  
*w/RED-w-n/

wel,  
wawun  

Kotoko-South Zina *y/wya/ wiya 
Musgum Mulwi */wy/ wi 

Mbara *y/wy/ wii 
Gidar Gidar *y/wy-na/,  

*/RED-wa/
wiina,  

uwa, uuwa 

Give birth2, to	 *b(a)wa
Bata Sharwa */m-bwa/ mbwə

Jimi */pwa-kwa-n/ > */pwa-a-n/ puaan 
Gude *w/pawa/,  

*w/paa/
pawa,  

poo 
Daba Gavar */m-bw/ mbəw 

Daba */m-bw/ mbu 
Mbudum */k-m-bw/ kəmbu 
Buwal */m-baw/ mbaw 

Musgum Mulwi */pw-k-y/ puki 
Mbara */pw-k/ puk 

Goat	 *(a)w(a)ka
Bata Gude */xwa/ əhwa 

Sharwa */xwa/ hwə 
Tsuvan *y/axwa/ ahwe 

Daba Buwal, Gavar */n-xwa/ ŋhwɑ 
Mafa Mafa */ɓa-wk/ > */ɓa-kw/,  

*w/ɓa-kw/,  
*y/ɓa-kw-y/,  
*/ɓa-kwa-y/

ɓakw,  
ɓokw,  
ɓakwiy,  
ɓakway 

Cuvok */ɗa-wk/ > */ɗa-kw/ ɗakw 
Sukur Sukur *y/ʔ-ywk/, *y/ywk-ʔ/ ʼiyuk, iyukʼ
Hurza Mbuko, Vame */awak/ awak
Margi Margi */wk/ > */kw/ ku 

Kilba */wk/ > */kw/,  
*/wka/ > /kwa/

ku,  
kwa 

Bura */wk-y > */kw-y/ kwi 
Mandara Podoko */n-awa/ nawa 

Malgwa *y/n-awa/ nawe 
Mandara *y/n-aw-ma/ nawime 
Matal */awak/ awak 
Glavda */awag/ > */aag/,  

*/d-wag/, 
*/awaga/ > *w/aaga/

aag,  
dwag, 
aːgwa
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Mofu Dugwor, 
Ouldeme, 
Moloko, Zulgo,  
Muyang, 
Gemzek 

*/awak/ awak 

Merey */wak/ wak
Mofu-Gudur */ɗ-awk/ > */ɗ-akw/ ɗakw 

Maroua Mbazla *w/ʔawa/,  
*w/awʔ/

ʼawu,  
awuʼ

Giziga-Muturwa */awʔ/ > */ʔaw/,  
*/aw/

ʼaw,  
aw

Giziga-Marva */aw/ aw
Lamang Lamang *w/aga/ ogo 

Hdi */wg/ > */gw/ gu 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Bana, Psikye
*/wka/ > */kwa/ kwə

Kirya */wk/ > */kw/ ku 
Kotoko-

Central

Mser *w/n-ɣa/ nɣo 

Kotoko-South Zina */awa/ awa
Musgum Mbara *y/wa/ we 

Muskum */aw-y/ > */yaw/ yaw 
Vulum *y/ak-y/ > *y/yak/ yek 

Gidar Gidar */x-awa/ hawa 

Grain, seed	 *xw(a)r(a)fa
Bata Jimi *w/xwrf-n/ hurəfən 
Mafa Cuvok *y/xwalfa-y/ hwalfey 
Margi Bura *w/xwlfa/ hwulfa, hulfu 
Mandara Glavda */xwl/,  

*w/xwlfa/
xwəl,  

xulfa 
Malgwa *wy/xwlfa/ hulfe 
Dghwede *yw/xwlf-ɗa/ xulfətʼe 
Matal */RED-walf/ > */fa-falw/ >  

*/fa-flw/ fafləw, faflu 
Podoko */xlpa/ hələpa

Mofu Zulgo *y/xwlfa/ hwilfe 
Gemzek, Merey *wy/xwlfa/ hulfe 
Moloko, Dugwor *y/xlfa/ həlfe 
Mofu North */xlfa-w/ həlfaw
Mofu-Gudur *w/xwlfa-ɗ/ hulfaɗ 
Ouldeme *y/xalafa/ helefe 
Mada *yw/xwalfa/ hoelfe 

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/xwlfa/ hulfa 
Lamang Lamang, Hdi *w/xwlfa/ hulfa 
Higi Bana */xwlfa/ xwəlfə

Psikye */xwlfa/ > */flxwa/ fələxwə
Kamwe-Futu *w/xwlafa/ hulofwo 

Kotoko-North Mpade *w/gwlfa-n/ gulfan 
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Grandfather	 *dza
Bata Gude */RED-dza/ dzədzə

Jimi */RED-dz-n/ dzədzən 
Sharwa *y/RED-dza/ dʒidʒə 
Tsuvan *y/RED-dza/ dzədze 

Daba Buwal *y/RED-dza/ dʒedʒe 
Gavar */RED-dza-y/ 

> *y/dza-dz-y/ dʒedʒi 
Sukur Sukur *y/RED-dza/ dʒedʒe 
Hurza Mbuko *y/b-dza/ bidʒe 

Vame */RED-dza-y/ > *y/tsa-dza/ tʃedʒe 
Margi Margi, Margi 

South
*y/RED-dz-y/ tʃidʒi 

Kilba *y/RED-dza-y/ > *y/a-dz-y/ adʒi 
Mandara Malgwa */RED-da-y/ > *y/d-da/ əggye 

Mandara */RED-da-y/,  
*y/d-daa-ya/

əggye,  
eggyaaye 

Lamang Lamang, Hdi *y/RED-dz-y/ dzidzi 
Higi Bana *y/RED-dz-y/ dʒidʒi 

Grass1, grassland	 *kw(a)s(a)fa  
Daba Gavar */m-ksaf/ > */ŋ-ksaf/ ŋkəsaf 

Buwal *w/m-kwsaf/ > *w/ŋ-kwsaf/ ŋkusaf 
Mbudum *w/m-gwsaf/ > *w/ŋ-gwsaf/ ŋɡusof 

Mafa Cuvok *w/kwsaf/ kusaf 
Hurza Mbuko */saf/ saf
Mandara Matal */ksaf/ ksaf, kəsaf
Mofu Gemzek, Merey */ksaf/ kəsaf

Mofu North, 
Mofu-Gudur

*w/kwsaf/ kusaf 

Lamang Lamang */kwatsapa/ kwatsapa
Higi Bana */sfa/ səfə

Kirya *y/safa/ ʃafa 

Grass2	 *kw(a)z(a)na
Bata Sharwa *w/xwzna/ huzənə 

Tsuvan *yw/xwzana/ huzene 
Gude *w/kwzna/ kuzəna 
Jimi */kwzn-n/ kwəzənən 

Mafa Cuvok */kzan-y-k/ > *y/kzaŋ/ kəzeŋ 
Tera Tera *w/wzn/ wuzən 
Hurza Mbuko *yw/gwdzaɗ/ gudʒeɗ 
Margi Bura *w/kwsar/ kusar 

Margi *w/sar/ psar
Margi-South, 

Kilba
*/sar/ sar
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Mandara Podoko *w/kwzra/ kuzəra 
Mandara *yw/kwzara/ kuʒare 

Mofu Muyang *yw/kwzr/ kʉzir 
Zulgo *y/kwzr/ kwizir 
Ouldeme *w/kwzar/ kuzar 
Gemzek *yw/kwazar/ kozer 
Merey, Mofu 

North, Mofu-
Gudur

*yw/gwzar/ guzer 

Moloko *yw/gwdzar/ agwədʒer 
Dugwor *yw/gwdzaɗ/ gudʒeɗ 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva

*/gzn-y-k/ > *y/gzŋ/ giziŋ 

Mbazla */gzn-y-k/ > *y/gzŋ/ giʒiŋ 
Lamang Hdi *w/kwzn-k/ > *w/kwzŋ/ kuzuŋ 

Lamang *w/kwzam/ kuzam 
Higi Psikye */gwəza/,  

*w/gwəza/
gwəzə,  

gwəzu, guzu
Bana */gwzn/ gw(ə)zən
Kirya */wsn/ > */swn/ swən

Grasshopper	 *xw(a)y(a)kwa
Bata Gude *y/ywa/ ayiwa 

Bata */xwayawa/ > *y/xwaawa/ qaawe 
Daba Daba */waypʔ/ wayəpʼ

Buwal, Gavar, 
Mbudum

*/wayak/ wayak

Mafa Cuvok */yakw/ yakw
Margi Bura *w/xawa/ hauwa 

Kilba */xayʔa/ > *y/xaʔya/ haʼyi 
Mandara Mandara */ywa/ iwa 

Malgwa *y/ywa/ iiwe 
Podoko *y/xyawa/ hiyawa 
Matal */xayaw/ hayaw

Mofu2 Mofu-Gudur */xwyakw/ > */yakw/ ayakw

Mada */xwyaw/ > */yaw/ ayaw
Muyang */xwyaw/ > *y/yaw/ eyew 
Mofu North */xwayakw/ hwayakw

Zulgo */xayaw/ hayaw
Moloko, Gemzek, 

Merey
*y/xayaw/ heyew 

Dugwor *y/xwayak/ hweyek 
Ouldeme */a-wayak/ awayak

2	 Note that in Mofu-Gudur, Mada, and Muyang the initial [a] in synchronic transcriptions 
is originally a prothetic vowel preceding an initial consonant cluster. Therefore, it is not 
reconstructed as phonemic for the individual proto-languages.
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Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *w/ykwa/ OR: *w/ykw/ yuku 
Giziga-Marva *w/xwayakw/ hoyok

Lamang Lamang */xy-ɗa-k-na/ > *y/xɗaŋa/ hɗeŋe 
Hdi */xyʔ/ > *y/xʔy/ hiʼi

Higi Kamwe-Futu */xayg/ > */xagy/ hagi 
Kamwe-Nkafa */xayg/ > *y/xagy/ hagyi 
Kirya, Bana */xay/ hay, xay

Kotoko-North Mpade *w/xaya/,  
*w/gaya/

hayo,  
gayo 

Gidar Gidar *y/xay-ɗa-k-n/ >  
*y/xay-ɗa-ŋ/, 
*y/xayakw-ɗa-k-n/  
> *y/xakway-ɗa-ŋ/  
> *y/xaay-ɗa-ŋ/ 

heyɗeŋ,  
 
 
heeyɗeŋ

Grinding stone 	 *gw(a)v(a)na
Daba Gavar */m-gwvn/ > */ŋ-gwvn/  

> */ŋ-vn/
 

ŋvən
Buwal */m-gwvan/ > */ŋ-gwvan/  

> */ŋ-van/
 

ŋvan
Tera Tera */vna/ vəna
Sukur Sukur */ban/ ban
Hurza Mbuko, Vame */van/ van
Margi Bura *w/br/,  

*w/bra/
bur,  

bura 
Kilba */bra/ bəra

Mandara Malgwa *w/gwvra/ ugvəra 
Mandara *y/wvara/ uvera 
Dghwede */vra/ vəra
Matal */vl/ vəl
Podoko */ma-vara/ mavara
Glavda */vara/,  

*/vaa/
vaːɾa,  

vaa 
Mofu Ouldeme, 

Muyang
*/a-var/ avar

Moloko *y/var/ ver 
Merey *y/bar/ ber 
Gemzek *y/bar/,  

*w/bar/
ber,  

bor 
Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/van-k/ > *w/vaŋ/ voŋ 

Mbazla */van-k/ > */vaŋ/ vaŋ
Lamang Lamang, Hdi *w/bna/ buna 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa,  

Kamwe-Futu, 
Kirya

*/vna/ vəna

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/vn/ vɨn
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Kotoko-South Mazera *w/vna/ vuna 
Musgum Mbara *w/fna-y/ funay
Gidar Gidar */wbn/ > */bwn/ buən 

Ground squirrel	 *x(a)y(a)ɣa
Hurza Mbuko */ayax/ ayah
Mandara Matal */xaya-k-n/ > */xaya-ŋ/ hayaŋ

Mandara *y/ya-RED/ yaye 
Malgwa *y/ya-RED/ yeye 
Glavda */ayaɣa-RED/ ayaʁayaʁa,  

ayaγaya
Mofu Dugwor */xya-k-n/ > *y/xyaŋ/ hiyaŋ 

Zulgo, Gemzek, Merey */xya-k-n/ > *y/xyaŋ/ hiyeŋ 
Moloko, Mofu-Gudur */ayax/ ayah
Ouldeme */aya-k-n/ > *y/ayaŋ/ ayeŋ 
Muyang */aya-k-n/ > *y/ayaŋ/ eyeŋ 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */yaw/, 
*/ayaw/

yaw,  
ayaw

Giziga-Marva *y/ayaw/ ayew 
Lamang Lamang *y/yaɣa/ yaɣe 

Hdi *y/yaɣa/ yaɣi 
Kotoko-North Mpade */yaga/ yaga
Kotoko-South Mazera *y/ayaxa/ ayahe 
Musgum Mbara */ya-RED/ yaya

Grow/raise, to	 *g(a)ra
Bata Gude */gra/ gərə 

Jimi */gr-n/ gərən 
Tsuvan */gl-k-n/ gəlkən 

Daba Daba */gla/,  
*/gl/

gəla,  
gəl

Gavar */gl/ gəl 
Mbudum */gl/,  

*y/k-gl/
gəl,  

kəɡil 
Buwal */gal/,  

*/m-gal/ > */ŋ-gal/
gal,  

ᵑgal 
Mafa Cuvok */gla/,  

*/gal/
gəla,  

gal
Tera Tera *w/gar/,  

*w/gar-y/
gor,  

gori 
Sukur Sukur */gr/ gər
Hurza Vame */gra/,  

*/ɣra/,  
*/ɣala/

gəra,  
ɣəra,  
ɣala

Mbuko */xar/ har 
Margi Bura *y/kla/ kila 
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Mandara Podoko */gla/ gəla
Mandara *y/gala/ gela 

Mofu Ouldeme */gla-y-k-n/ > *y/gla-ŋ/ gəleŋ 
Zulgo */gl-ba/ gəlba 
Merey, Mofu-

Gudur
*/gl/ gəl 

Gemzek */gl/,  
*/yma-gla/

gəl,  
megəle 

Mofu North *y/ma-gla-y/ megəley 
Dugwor *y/m-gla-y/ məgəley 
Mada */ma-gla/ magla 
Muyang */gal/ gal
Moloko */gar/ gar

Maroua Giziga-Marva */gla/,  
*/gl/

gla,  
gəl

Giziga-Muturwa *y/gl/ gil 
Lamang Lamang */gla/ gla 

Hdi */gla-y/,  
*/xala-y/

gəlay,  
halay 

Higi Kirya */kl/ kəl
Bana */kl-y/ k(ə)li 
Kamwe-Futu  *w/kla/ kəlo

Guineafowl	 *dz(a)v(a)na
Bata Sharwa *w/zavna/ zavunə 

Gude *w/za:vna/ zoovəna 
Jimi *w/zavn-n/ zavwənən 
Tsuvan */zavn-k-n/ zavənkən 

Daba Gavar, Daba */zavn/ zavən
Buwal */zavan/ zavan 
Mbudum */zavan-k/ > */zavaŋ/ zavaŋ 

Mafa Mafa */zapan/ zapan 
Cuvok */zapan-k/ > */zapaŋ/ zapaŋ 

Tera Tera *y/tsvan/,  
*y/svan/

tʃivan,  
ʃivan 

Sukur Sukur */zabn/ zabən
Hurza Vame */savna-k/ savnak

Mbuko */n-zavan/ nzavan
Margi Margi, Kilba */tsvr/ tsəvər 

Bura */tsvra/ tsəvəra
Mandara Matal */zavr/ zavər

Podoko *n/zabra/ zambəra 
Glavda */zaba/,

*y/zaab/,  
*y/zabra/

zabə, 
žeeb,  

ʒabɾa 
Malgwa *y/zabra/ ʒebre 
Mandara *y/zabara/ ʒabera 
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Mofu Zulgo */n-dzavr/ ⁿdzavər 
Ouldeme, Mada */zavar/ zavar
Mofu-Gudur */tsavar/ tsavar
Muyang, Moloko *y/dzavar/ dʒavar 
Gemzek, Merey,  

Mofu North
*/n-dzavar/ ⁿdzavar 

Dugwor, Mofu-
Gudur

*y/n-dzavar/ ⁿdʒavar 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */tsvn-y-kw/ > *yw/tsvŋ/ tʃuvuŋ 
Giziga-Marva */tsvan-y-kw/ > *yw/tsvan/ tʃuvon 
Mbazla */tsfn-kw/ > *yw/tsfŋ/ tʃufuŋ 

Lamang Hdi */zvn-k/ zəvnək
Lamang */zavana-ka/ zavanaka

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa */zvna/ zəvənə
Bana */zvn-y/ zəvəni
Kamwe-Futu *yw/zvna/ zivəno

Kotoko-North Afade *y/tsfan/ tsɨfan 
Mpade, Malgbe,  

Maltam
*/safan/ safan

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan */zavan/ zavan 

Mser */savan/ savan 
Kotoko-South Mazera */dzavan-y-k/ > *y/dzavaŋ/ dʒavaŋ 
Musgum Mbara */tsa:van-y-k/ > *y/tsa:vaŋ/ tʃeeveŋ 
Gidar Gidar */zafna-ʔ/ > *ʔ/zafna/,  

*n/zavna/,  
*n/savna/

zafʼna,  
zamvəna,  
samvəna 

Hair1	 *s(a)b(a)ta
Bata Sharwa *yw/sɓt-y/ ʃəɓwəti 

Tsuvan *yw/sɓta/ suɓte 
Bata *yw/sawta/ ʃewto

Sukur Sukur *nyw/sbt/ ʃumbut 
Mofu Moloko * /m-sbata-y-kw

> *ny/sbatawk/ səmbetewk
Lamang Lamang *y/sd-y/ sidi 

Hdi *y/swd-y/ səwidi 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa */smt-y/ > *y/snt-y/ ʃintyi 

Bana */st-y/,  
*y/st-y/

səti,  
ʃti 

Hair2	 *gw(a)tsa
Mafa Mafa */gwatsa/ gwatsə

Cuvok */m-gwats-y/ > *y/ŋ-gwats/ ŋgwetʃ 
Tera Tera *w/ɣwas/ ɣos 

Ga’anda *y/wasa/ weeʃa 
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Mandara Glavda *yw/gwdza/ gud͡ʒa 
Malgwa *yw/gwdza/ ugdʒe
Dghwede *nw/gwdza/ guⁿdza 
Podoko */m-gwtsa/ > *w/ŋ-gwtsa/ ᵑgutsa 
Matal */ma-gdz-y/ > *ny/a-ŋdz/ aŋidz, aŋidʒ

Mofu Gemzek */ma-gwz/ > *nw/a-gwz/ aᵑgʉz 
Muyang * /ma-gwts-y/ > *nyw/a-gwts/ eŋɡʉtʃ
Dugwor */ma-gwats-y/ > *nyw/a-gwats/ aŋgwetʃ 
Mofu-Gudur */ma-gwats-y/ > *nyw/a-gwats/ eŋgwetʃ 
Merey *y/m-kwas/ məkwes 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/n-gwts-y/ ngwitʃi 
Mbazla *w/ŋ-gwza-ʔ/ ᵑguzoʼ 

Hare	 *xw(a)d(a)y(a)va
Bata Gude */typa/ > *y/pyta/ pitya 

Jimi */dyv-n/ > */vyd-n/ vidən 
Tsuvan */tyv-k-n/ > *y/vyt-k-n/ vitikən  

Daba Buwal, Gavar *n/ma-dva-n/ maⁿdəvan
Daba *n/ma-dav-n/ maⁿdavən
Mbudum */m-dayva-k-n/  

> *ny/m-dava-ŋ/
 

məⁿdeveŋ
Mafa Mafa *n/wadav/ waⁿdav 
Sukur Sukur */lyva/ > */vlya/, 

 */lyva/ > *y/vlya/
vəlya,  

vilya
Hurza Vame */n-dyva-k-n/ > *y/n-dyva-ŋ/ ⁿdiveŋ 
Margi Kilba */typa/ > */pyta/ pita 

Margi */typa/ > */pyta/ pitə 
Margi-South */typ-w/ > */pyt-w/ pitu 
Bura */typ/ > */pty/ pti 

Mandara Glavda */dyva/ > *y/vyda/,  
*/yv/ > *y/vy/

vi:da,  
vii

Podoko */ryva/ > */vyra/ vira 
Mandara */na-ryva/ > *y/na-vyra/ navire 
Malgwa */na-ryva/ > *y/na-vyra/ naviira 

Mofu Zulgo *n/xdav/ həⁿdav
Merey, Dugwor,  

Mofu North
*n/wadav/ waⁿdav

Mofu-Gudur *n/xwadav/ hwaⁿdav
Ouldeme *w/adava/ adavo 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa,  
Giziga-Marva

*n/ma-daf/ maⁿdaf 

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */lyva-kw(a)/ > */vyla-kw(a)/ vilakw(a)
Higi Kamwe-Futu */ryva/ > */vyra/ vira 

Bana */lyva/ > *y/vla/ v(ə)le 
Kirya */typa/ > */pyta/ pitə

Musgum Mbara *w/m-dyva-y/ mudivay 
Gidar Gidar *n/ma-dava/ maⁿdava

9781009346399mem01_p1-134.indd   66 27/09/23   4:27 PM



67Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Hat	 *dz(a)kwa
Hurza Mbuko *yw/dzga/ dʒugo 

Vame *yw/dzga/ dzuge 
Margi Bura */dzakwa/ dzakwa
Mandara Matal, Podoko, 

Glavda
*/dzakwa/ dzakwa

Mandara *y/dzakwa/ dzakwe
Mofu Mofu-Gudur *y/dzkwa-w/ dʒikwew 

Dugwor *yw/dzg-gwa/ dʒiggo 
Merey */dzakwa/,  

*/dzagwa/
dzakwa,  

dzagwa
Moloko *yw/dzaga/ dʒogo 
Muyang *y/dzakw/ dʒɑku 
Ouldeme */dzagw/ dzagu 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */dzkw-y/ > *y/dzykw/ dʒiyku 
Giziga-Marva *yw/dzakwa/ dʒoko 

Lamang Hdi *w/dzgwa/ dzugwa 
Lamang */dzakw-na/ > *w/dzaŋwa/ dzoŋo 

Kotoko-Island Buduma *yw/n-dzakwa/ ⁿdʒokwa 
Kotoko-North Mpade */sagwa/ sagwa 
Kotoko-South Zina *y/dzakw/ dʒaku 
Musgum Vulum */zagaw/ zagaw 

Hatch1, to	 *ts(a)ɬa
Bata Gude *y/RED-tsaɬa/ tʃatʃalhə 
Sukur Sukur *y/tsɬ/ tʃiɬ 
Hurza Vame *y/tsaɬ-ya/ tʃaɬya
Mandara Podoko *y/tsɬa/ tʃiɬa 

Mandara *y/tsaɬa/ tʃaɬe 
Glavda *y/tsaɬ-ga/ t͡ ʃaɬᵊga 

Mofu Ouldeme */tsaɬ/ tsaɬ
Merey */RED-tsaɬ/ tsətsaɬ
Zulgo *y/RED-tsaɮ/ tsetsiɮ 
Gemzek *y/ma-tsaɬa/ metseɬe 

Lamang Lamang *y/tsɬa/ tsiɬa 
Hdi *y/tsɬa-y/ tsiɬay 

Hatch2, to	 *ɗ(a)ɬa
Daba Buwal */yaɬ/ yaɬ 
Mafa Cuvok *y/yɬa/ yiɬa 
Hurza Vame *yw/ɗɬ-ya/ ɗuɬiya 

Mbuko *y/RED-ɗaɬ/ ɗəɗeɬ 
Mofu Muyang *y/ɗɬ/ ɗiɬ 
Gidar Gidar *y/w-daɬa/ wədeɬe 
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Head	 *ɣw(a)na
Bata Gude */na/ na

Tsuvan *y/na/ əne
Jimi *y/yn-n/ yinən 
Sharwa */m-gna-y/ > *y/ŋ-gna/ ᵑgɨnə 

Daba Buwal, Gavar */xa/ ha 
Mafa Mafa */gr/ > */gɗ/ gəɗ

Cuvok */ɣan-y-k/ > *y/ɣaŋ/ yaŋ
Sukur Sukur */ka/ kə
Hurza Mbuko */gna/ > */ŋga/ ᵑga 

Vame */gna/ > */ŋga/,  
*/ŋa/

ᵑga,  
ŋa 

Margi Margi, Margi-
South, Kilba

*/kr/ kər

Bura *y/kr/ kir 
Mandara Glavda */ɣra/,  

*/ɣr/
ʁɾa,  

γr
Dghwede *y/gra/ gre
Matal */gl/ gəl
Mandara */yra/ ira 
Malgwa *y/yra/ iire 

Mofu Zulgo, Gemzek, 
Merey

*/gr/ gər

Mofu-Gudur */ra-y/ ray
Moloko */d-ra-y/ dəray
Ouldeme */ɣar/ ɣar
Gemzek */gar/ gar
Mofu North */ʔar/ ʼar
Muyang */a-xar/ ahar

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */xr-y-g-na/ > *y/xr-ŋga/ hirᵑga 
Giziga-Marva */xwr-kw-n/ > *w/xwr-ŋw/ huruŋ
Mbazla */ɣn-y-k/ > *y/ɣn-k/ >  

*y/yŋ/ yiŋ 
Lamang Hdi */ɣn-k/ > */ɣŋ/ ɣəŋ

Lamang */ɣan-k/ > */ɣaŋ/ ɣaŋ
Higi Kirya, Bana */ɣn/ ɣən

Kamwe-Nkafa */ɣa/ ɣə
Kamwe-Futu */ɣ-y/ ɣi 
Psikye */gw/ > */gw/ gu 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */kwa/ > */kwa/,  
*/kw/

kuə,  
ku 

Kotoko-North Afade *w/gwa/ go 
Mpade *w/gwa/,  

*w/kwa/
go,  

ko 
Kotoko-

Central

Mser *w/kwa/ ko 

Lagwan */kaa/ kaa
Gidar Gidar */k-y/,  

*y/k-ya/
ki,  

kiya 
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Hearth, three-stone fireplace	 *r(a)w(a)tsa
Bata Sharwa *y/rt-y/ ryəti 
Daba Mbudum *yw/lwts/ luwitʃ 

Buwal *y/lwats/ ləwetʃ 
Mafa Mafa *yw/rwats/ ruwetʃ 

Cuvok *yw/lwats/ luwetʃ 
Sukur Sukur */rwts/ ruts 
Hurza Mbuko *yw/rwats/ ruwetʃ 
Mandara Podoko *y/lwtsa/ lutʃe 

Matal */lts/ ləts
Mandara *y/ltsa/ eltʃa 
Malgwa *y/ltsa/ əltʃa 
Glavda *y/ltsa/ ɨlt͡ sa 

Mofu Ouldeme, Zulgo *y/lwt/ liwit 
Muyang *yw/lwt/ lʉwit 
Moloko *y/lwta/ ləwte 
Dugwor, Gemzek *yw/lwat/ luwet 
Merey *yw/lwats/ luwets 
Mofu North *y/lwats/ ləwets 
Mofu-Gudur *y/lwats/ ləwetʃ 

Maroua Mbazla *y/lwts-y/ lutʃi 
Giziga-Muturwa *y/lws(-y)/ liwis(i) 
Giziga-Marva *y/lwas/ liwes 

Lamang Lamang *y/lt-y/ liti 
Hdi *y/lt-y-k/ litik 

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa */rwta/ > */rtwa/ rətwə
Bana */lta/ lət(ə)

Musgum Mbara *y/lwt/ liwit 
Muskum *y/wt/ wit 

Hedgehog	 *xw(a)sa
Daba Buwal */xwasa-RED-ɓ/ hwɑsɑsɑɓ 
Hurza Vame *yw/a-wsa-RED/ awuʃawuʃa

Mbuko *w/wsa-RED/ usos 
Margi Bura *y/xwsa/ hwisa 

Margi *y/wsa/ wisə 
Mandara Mandara, 

Malgwa
*w/wsa-RED/ ususa 

Mofu Muyang, Zulgo */a-ws-RED/ >  
*/a-sw-RED/ ɑsus 

Merey */ɗa-sw-RED/ ɗasus 
Mofu North *w/ʔwas-RED/ ʔoʔos 
Ouldeme */a-sa-RED/ asas
Gemzek *w/xwasa-RED/ hosos 

Lamang Hdi *w/m-xws-RED/ >  
*w/m-xwt-s/ muxtus 

Higi Kirya *y/fsa/ fisa 
Bana */xasa-RED/ xasəsə

9781009346399mem01_p1-134.indd   69 27/09/23   4:27 PM



70 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Hide, to	 *ɓ(a)ɣwa
Bata Jimi *w/ɓɣ-n/ ɓwəɣən

Sharwa *w/ɓax/ ɓwah 
Bata *w/ɓaa/ ɓoo 

Daba Buwal, Gavar */ɓax/ ɓɑh
Daba *w/ɓaxw/ ɓoh 
Mbudum */k-ɓax/ kəɓah

Mandara Podoko */ɓxwa/ ɓəhwa 
Mofu Muyang */ɓw/ ɓu 
Higi Bana *w/ɣwɓə/ ɣuɓə 

Hole	 *v(a)gw(a)ɗa
Bata Bata *y/gwa/ gwe 

Jimi *w/gwʔ-n/ guʼun 
Sharwa */gwʔa/ gwəʼə

Mafa Mafa *y/RED-vaɗ/ veveɗ 
Tera Tera */gwa/ gwa
Sukur Sukur *w/vɗ/ vuɗ 
Margi Kilba */ka-wʔ/ > */ka-ʔw/ kaʼu 

Margi-South */ka-w/ kau
Bura */k-w/ ku

Mandara Podoko *y/vga/ vɨge 
Malgwa *y/vga/ əvəge 
Mandara *y/a-vaga/ evege 
Dghwede *y/fka/ fke 
Matal *y/a-fk/ afik
Glavda */a-fka/,  

*/aaf/
afka,  

aaf
Mofu Ouldeme */a-vy/ avi 

Moloko *y/pɗa/ pəɗe 
Merey */bɗ/ bəɗ
Zulgo, Gemzek *y/bya/ biye 
Dugwor *y/a-bad/ abed 
Mofu-Gudur *y/vgaɗ/ vəgeɗ 
Mada *y/RED-vaɗ/ vveɗ 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/vgɗ(-y)/ vigiɗ(i) 
Giziga-Marva *y/vgaɗ/ vigeɗ 
Mbazla *y/vaɗ/ veɗ 

Lamang Lamang *w/ɣwɓa/ ɣuɓo 
Hdi *w/ɣr-m/ ɣrum 

Higi Kamwe-Futu */kə/ kə
Bana */k-wʔ/ > */k-ʔw/ kəʼu 
Kirya */ɣa-w/ ɣaw

Gidar Gidar *w/RED-vaw/,  
*nw/RED-vaw/

vovu,  
vomvu 
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Honey, bee	 *ama
Daba Buwal */ɓ-RED- am/ ɓɑmɑm 

Mbudum */RED-ɓ-am/ ɓəɓam 
Daba *w/RED-ɓ-am/ ɓoɓom 
Gavar */RED-am/ amam 

Mafa Cuvok */m-gb-am/ mgbam 
Sukur Sukur */RED-am/ mam 
Hurza Mbuko */ɓ-RED-am/ 

> */w-RED-am/ umam 
Vame */RED-ama-k/ aməmak

Margi Margi */RED-ma/ məmə
Bura *w/RED-ma/ muma 

Mandara Podoko */RED-ma/ mama 
Glavda */RED-ma/ mam 
Mandara, 

Malgwa
*/n-ama/ nama 

Mofu Ouldeme, Mada */ama/ ama
Muyang */am-w/ amu 
Dugwor, Mofu-

Gudur
*/RED-am/ amam

Zulgo *w/RED-am/ amum 
Moloko *w/RED-am/ omom 
Gemzek */RED-am-wa/ > *w/awam/ awom 
Merey */m-w/ > *w/wm/ wum 

Maroua Giziga-Marva */RED-am/ amam
Mbazla */ʔ-RED-am/ ʼamam 

Lamang Lamang *w/ama/ omo 
Kotoko-North Afade, Malgbe, 

Mpade
*/RED-am/ mam

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan */y-ma-n/ iman 

Mser */RED-am/ mam
Kotoko-South Zina */RED-ama/ amama
Musgum Mbara *w/RED-ma-y/ momoy 

Vulum *y/RED-am-y/ aamii 
Muskum */am-t-w/ amtu 

Gidar Gidar */RED-ama/ amama, aməma

Horn1	 *d(a)r(a)ma
Mafa Mefele *w/drm/ dərum 

Cuvok *y/dram/ dərem 
Mafa *w/dram/,  

*w/talam/
durom,  

tolom 
Sukur Sukur *w/tam/ twam
Margi Kilba */tlm/ tələm

Bura */m-tlb-y-kw/ > *nyw/tbl/ timbul 
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Mandara Malgwa *y/drma/ dərme 
Mandara *y/darma/ derma 
Glavda */dra/,  

*/drawa/
dəra,  

drawa
Podoko, 

Dghwede
*/drawa/ dərawa

Matal */draw/ draw, dəraw
Mofu Muyang *y/a-dram/ edrem 

Dugwor *w/dram/ dərom 
Mada */dram/ dram 
Merey */dram/ dəram 
Mofu-Gudur */tlam/ təlam 
Mofu North */tlam/,  

*/talam/
təlam,  

talam
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *w/drm/ drum, durum 

Mbazla *w/drm/ durum 
Giziga-Marva *w/dram/ durom 

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */dlw-y/ > */dwl-y/ duli 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *w/trm-y/ tərmwi 

Kamwe-Futu */trma-y-kw/ > *w/tryma/ tərimo 
Bana */tlma-y/ > */tlyma/ təlimə 

Horn2						    
*xw(a)ra 

Kotoko-South Mazera *y/m-xwa/ mɨhue 
Zina */a-xwal/ ahwal

Musgum Mbara *w/ma-xwa/ moho 
Gidar Gidar *w/ma-xwa/ moho 

Horn3	 *b(a)kw(a)ma
Tera Ga’anda *nw/m-baʔwam-ɗa/ mboʼomⁿda 
Hurza Vame *n/ɓagwam/ ɓaŋgwam 
Mofu Zulgo *w/m-bkwm/ mbukum 

Gemzek *w/m-bkwam/ mbukom 
Ouldeme *n/a-bkam/ ambəkam
Moloko *nw/ma-gwam/ moᵑgom 

Musgum Vulum */a-kwam/ > *w/a-mak/ amok 

Horn4	 *l(a)gana
Hurza Mbuko */lkan/ ləkam
Kotoko-North Mpade, Malgbe */lagan/ lagan

Maltam *y/lagara/ lagare 
Kotoko-

Central

Mser */lagar/ lagar
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Horse1	 *p(a)r(a)sa
Daba Daba *y/pls/ pilis 
Mafa Mafa *y/plas/ pileʃ 

Cuvok *y/plaz/ pəlez 
Tera Ga’anda *y/prsa/ pirʃa 

Tera */prs-y/ pərsi 
Hurza Mbuko *y/plas/ pəles 

Vame *y/plas/ pəleʃ 
Mandara Matal *y/pls/ pəlis, pəliʃ 

Podoko *y/prsa/ pɨrəʃe 
Glavda *y/plsa/,  

*/pls/
pɨlːʃa,  

pəls
Malgwa */blsa/ bəlsa
Mandara *y/balsa/ belsa 

Mofu Ouldeme *y/pls/ pəlis 
Zulgo *y/prs/ piris 
Moloko, Gemzek, 

Merey, 
Dugwor,  
Mofu-Gudur

*y/plas/ pəles 

Mofu North *y/palas/ peles 
Maroua Mbazla *y/pls/ piliʃ 

Giziga-Muturwa *y/pls(-y)/, 
*yw/ptsa/

pilis(i),plis, 
putʃu 

Giziga-Marva *y/plas/ piles 
Lamang Lamang, Hdi *y/pls(-y)/ pəlis(i) 
Musgum Mulwi, Vulum *y/pls/ aplis 

Mbara *y/pls/ pilis 
Muskum *y/plasa-ka/ pleseke 

Gidar Gidar */plsa/,  
*/plsa-y/ > *y/pylsa/

pəlsa,  
pɨɨlsa 

Horse2	 *t(a)k(a)wa
Bata Gude */txwa/ təhwa 
Daba Buwal, Gavar */dakw/ dakw 

Mbudum *w/dak/ dok 
Sukur Sukur */dkw/ > */dwk/,  

*/dkw-ʔ/ > *ʔ/dkw /
duk,  

dəkʼu
Margi Bura, Kilba */takw/ taku 

Margi, Margi-
South

*/tagw/ tagu 

Higi Kirya */tkw/ təku 
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Human being, person	 *d(a)wa
Bata Gude */n-da/ əⁿda 

Sharwa */n-dw/ ⁿdu 
Mafa Mafa *w/n-da/ ⁿdo 

Cuvok */n-da/,  
*/n-da-na/

ⁿda,  
ⁿdana 

Tera Tera *w/n-dw-ka/ ⁿduku 
Sukur Sukur */n-da/,  

*/n-dw/
ⁿda,  

ⁿdu 
Margi Kilba */n-dw/ ⁿdu 
Mandara Podoko *n/m-da/ məⁿda

Malgwa */n-da/ ⁿda 
Glavda */w-da/,  

*/w-w/
uda,  

uu 
Dghwede *yw/w-da/ wude 

Mofu Merey *w/n-da/ ⁿdo 
Mofu North, 

Mofu-Gudur
*/n-daw/ ⁿdaw 

Dugwor */w-daw/ wdaw
Lamang Hdi *n/m-dw/ məⁿdu, mndu

Lamang *n/w-dw/ uⁿdu 
Higi Kirya */n-da/ ⁿdə 

Psikye */n-da/,  
*nw/w-dw/

ⁿdə,  
wuⁿdu 

Hump	 *dz(a)gw(a)ra
Daba Mbudum *ny/ɗgr/ ɗiᵑgir 

Gavar *nw/ɗgr/ ɗəᵑgur 
Buwal */ɗgwar/ ɗəgwar 

Tera Tera *w/ɗgwl/ ɗugul 
Sukur Sukur *yw/dzgwɗ/ dʒiguɗ 
Hurza Mbuko */m-dzgar/ mədzəgar 

Vame *yw/xa-dagwar/ hwadegwar 
Margi Bura *yw/dzkr/, 

*/ma-dagara/,  
*/ma-dakara/

dʒukur, dʒikur, 
madagara,  
madakara

Mofu Zulgo */ma-dzgr/ madzəgər
Gemzek, Merey, 

Mofu North
*/ma-dzgar/ madzəgar

Moloko *w/m-takwar/ mətokor 
Kotoko-North Mpade *yw/sgwra/ sugure 

Malgbe *y/sgbra/ sɨgbɨre 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan */zkwr-ʔa/ > *wʔ/zrkwa/ zurkʼwa 

Kotoko-South Mazera *ny/dzakwara/ dʒaŋkwara 
Musgum Mulwi *yw/zgwr-y/ zugurii 
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Hunger	 *m(a)ya
Bata Sharwa *y/my-ka/ miki 
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */may/ may
Tera Ga’anda *y/my-ta/ miita 

Tera *y/ma/ mee 
Sukur Sukur */may/ may, mai 
Hurza Mbuko */may/ may

Vame */may/,  
*w/xw-may/

may,  
humay 

Margi Bura, Margi */my/ mi 
Mandara Podoko */maya/ maya

Matal */may/ may
Mandara, 

Malgwa
*/waya/ waya

Glavda */waya/,  
*/wa/

waya,  
wa

Mofu Moloko, Zulgo, 
Gemzek, 
Merey, 
Dugwor, Mofu  
North, Mofu-
Gudur

*/may/ may

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga- 
Marva

*/may/ may

Mbazla */may/,  
*w/a-may-ʔ/

may,  
omaiʼ

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */maya/ maya 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *w/ma/ må

Kamwe-Futu, 
Bana, Psikye

*/ma/ ma

Kirya */ma-ʔ/ > *ʔ/ma/ ʼma
Musgum Mbara *y/RED-may/ miyamay 
Gidar Gidar */maya/ maya

Hut, bedroom	 *v(a)na
Bata Bata *y/vna/ vɨne 

Sharwa *y/vra/ vɨra 
Daba Mbudum */bn-k/ > */bŋ/ bəŋ
Mafa Cuvok */van-y-k/ > *y/vaŋ/ veŋ 
Sukur Sukur */va/ va
Margi Kilba */v-y/ vi 
Mandara Glavda */va/,  

*/v/
və,  

v
Malgwa *y/bra/ bəre 
Mandara *y/bara/ bere 
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Mofu Zulgo *y/br/ bir 
Gemzek *y/br/,  

*/bra/
bir,  

bəra
Merey *y/bar/ ber 
Ouldeme */vr/ vər
Moloko *y/var/ ver 

Maroua Mbazla */vn-y-k/ > *y/vŋ/ viŋ 
Giziga-Marva */van-y-k/ > *y/vaŋ/ veŋ 

Lamang Lamang */vn-y-k/ > *y/vŋ(-y)/ ivŋ(i), ivəŋ 
Hdi */vn-y-k/ > *y/vŋ/ viŋ 

HIgi Kamwe-Nkafa *y/v-y/ vyi 
Kamwe-Futu */v-y/ vi 

Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade, 
Malgbe

*y/fn/ fɨn 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/vn-y/ vɨni 

Mser *y/vr/ vɨr 
Musgum Vulum, Mulwi *yw/fn-y/ funii 

Mbara */fna-y-k/ > *y/fŋa-y/ fiŋay 
Gidar Gidar */bna-y/ > *y/byna/ biina 

Itch/scratch, to	 *f(a)na
Mafa Cuvok *y/ma-RED-fra-y/ mefefrey
Hurza Vame */RED-fna/ fəfəna 

Mbuko */RED-fan/ fəfan
Mofu Gemzek */fr/ fər

Moloko */far/ far
Mofu-Gudur */RED-far/ fafər
Merey */RED-far/ fəfar
Dugwor *y/m-fara-y/ məferey
Mada *w/ma-RED-far/ moffor 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *w/fn/ fun 
Giziga-Marva *w/fna/ funa 

Jealousy, be jealous	 *s(a)r(a)ka
Bata Gude */srxa/ sərəha

Jimi */srx-n/ sərəhən
Daba Buwal, Gavar, 

Mbudum
*/srax/ sərah

Daba *y/srax/ səreh 
Mafa Mafa */srak/ sərak

Cuvok *y/slak/ səlek 
Tera Tera *y/zr-y/ ʒiri 
Sukur Sukur */srx/ sərəh
Hurza Mbuko */srak/ sərak
Margi Bura *y/slka/ silka 
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Mandara Podoko *y/sra/ ʃira 
Malgwa */slk-y-na/ > *y/slŋa/ ʃələŋa 
Glavda *y/slga/,  

*y/sal/
sɨlga,  

sɨl 
Mofu Ouldeme *y/slk/ silik 

Muyang *y/zra-y/ zirey 
Gemzek */slak/,  

*w/sala/
səlak,  

solo 
Merey */slak/ səlak
Dugwor, Moloko *y/slak/ səlek
Mofu North, 

Mofu-Gudur
*/slak-y-n/ > *y/slaŋ/ səleŋ 

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/sla-n/ sulon 
Lamang Hdi */drak-w/ draku 
Higi Kirya */slkə/ səlkə

Kidney	 *ɣw(a)r(a)sa
Daba Gavar *y/wls/ wəliʃ 

Buwal *y/wlas/ ules 
Sukur Sukur *yw/ɣwls-y-RED/ ɣuləʃiʃi 
Hurza Vame *yw/xwlasa-RED/ hulasase 
Margi Bura *yw/kwls-y/ kulʃi 

Margi *yw/xwls-y/ hulʃi 
Mandara Podoko *yw/xwlsa/ huləʃe 

Glavda *y/kwsla/ kwʃᵊla 
Malgwa */m-wrsa-RED/  

> */ŋ-wrsa-RED/ ŋursasa
Mofu Dugwor *yw/wras/ wures 

Mofu-Gudur *yw/wlas/ wules 
Lamang Lamang */ɣwls-y-RED/,  

*w/ɣwls-y-RED/, 
*w/ɣwals-y-RED/,  
*yw/ɣwal-RED-s-y/

ɣwələsisi,  
ɣuləsisi,  
ɣoləsisi, 
ɣoləlisi 

Hdi *yw/xwls-y-RED/ hulisisi 
Higi Kamwe-Futu *yw/ɣwlts-y/ ɣulətʃi 

Bana *y/wlsa/ wəlisa 
Kamwe-Nkafa *yw/gwals-y/ goliʃi 

Kotoko-North Mpade */gwɗsa-y/ > *yw/ɗgwsa/ ɗuguse 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *wy/xwɗsa/ xuɗusɨ 

Mser *y/xds/ hɨdɨs 

Know, to	 *s(a)na
Bata Gude *y/s-y/ ʃii 

Sharwa *y/sna-n/ sɨnan 
Tsuvan */a-sna-k-n/ asənakən
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Daba Gavar, Daba */sn/ sən
Mbudum */sn-k/ > */sŋ/ səŋ
Buwal */san/ san

Mafa Mafa */sn/ sən
Cuvok */sna/ səna

Tera Tera */zn-y/ zəni 
Sukur Sukur */sa/ sə 
Hurza Vame */sna/ səna

Mbuko */san/ san
Margi Margi South *y/sn-y/ sini 

Bura *y/sn-da/ siⁿda 
Kilba */zn-y-d/ > */zn-d-y/ zəⁿdi 

Mandara Matal */ma-sla-y/ masəlay
Glavda *y/sr-ga/ sɨrga 

Mofu Ouldeme */sa/ sə
Muyang, Merey,  

Mofu-Gudur
*/sr/ sər

Moloko */sar/ sar
Dugwor *y/m-sra-y/ məsərey 
Mofu North *y/ma-sra-y/ mesərey 
Gemzek *y/ma-sra/ mesəre 
Mada */ma-sla/ masəla

Maroua Giziga-Marva */sn/ sən
Mbazla */sn-y-k/ > * y/sŋ/ ʃiŋ

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */sna/ sna
Higi Bana */sna/ səna

Kamwe-Nkafa */sna-ta/ sənata
Kamwe-Futu *y/sn-ga/ sinəgə 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */xn/ hən
Kotoko-North Afade *w/sr-w-n/ surun 

Mpade *y/sn/ sɨn 
Kotoko-

Central

Mser *y/sn/ sɨn 

Lagwan *y/sn/,  
*yw/sn-w-n/

sɨn,  
sɨnwun

Kotoko-South Zina */sa/ sə
Mazera */sn-y-ga/ > *y/sŋ-ga/ sɨᵑga 

Gidar Gidar */sna/,  
*y/sna/

əsəna,  
əsɨna 

Laugh, to	 *ɣw(a)b(a)sa
Bata Gude *nw/wsa/ nwusə

Sharwa *y/a-m-ws-ka/ amwɨskə
Tsuvan *y/a-m-was-k-n/ amweskən

Daba Daba *y/m-s/ mis 
Buwal, Gavar, 

Mbudum
*/ɓas/ ɓɑs

9781009346399mem01_p1-134.indd   78 27/09/23   4:27 PM



79Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Mafa Mafa */m-gwas/ > */ŋ-gwas/ ngwas
Tera Tera */m-s/ məs
Sukur Sukur *y/ɓs/ ɓis 
Hurza Vame *y/m-ws/,  

*y/m-ws-ya/
muʃ,  

muʃiya 
Mbuko */m-basa-y/ mbasay 

Margi Bura *yw/m-kws-y 
> *yw/kwms-y/,  
*y/m-wsa/,  
*y/m-sa/

kumʃi,  
muʃa,  
 
miʃa  

Mandara Glavda *w/ɣwɓas-ga/ ʁuɓasᵊga 
Dghwede */gɓasa/ gəpʼasa
Podoko */wɓasa/ uɓasa

Mofu Moloko */m-bas/ mbas 
Merey */m-gwasa/ > */ŋ-gwasa/ ŋgwasa
Dugwor *ny/m-gwasa-y/ məngwesey
Ouldeme */ma-sa-y/ masay 

Lamang Lamang *n/ɣbasa/ ɣəᵐbasa 
Hdi *w/ɣwɓasa-y/ ɣuɓasay 

Higi Kirya */wɓs-y/ > *y/ɓws-y/ ɓwiʃi 
Kamwe-Nkafa */wʔs-y/ > *y/ʔws-y/ ʼuʃi 
Bana */wʔs-y/ > *y/ʔws-y/ ʼwəʃi 
Psikye */wʔs-y/ > *yw/ʔws-y/,  

*/m-wʔs-y/ > *yw/ŋ-ʔws-y/
ʼwuʃí  

ŋʼwuʃí 
Kamwe-Futu *y/ws-y/ uʃi 

Gidar Gidar */a-ma-sa/ əmasa 

Leaf	 *gw(a)ɬ(a)ba
Daba Buwal */gwaɬa-kw/ gwaɬakw

Gavar */gwaɬa-k/ gwaɬak
Mafa Mafa *n/ɮaba-y/ ɮaᵐbay

Cuvok */m-gaɬa-k/ > */gamɬa-k/ gamɬak
Mandara Matal */ɬa/ ɬa

Podoko */ɮba/ ɮəba
Dghwede */lba/ lba
Mandara */ɬapa/ ɬapa

Mofu Mada */ɮba/ ɮba 
Dugwor, Zulgo, 

Merey
*n/ɬaba/ ɬamba

Moloko *n/a-ɬaba/ aɬamba
Mofu North */ɬaba/ > */baɬa/ baɬa

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */ɬaɓ/ ɬaɓ
Lamang Lamang */ba-ya/ baya

Hdi */ɬ/ hl 
Gidar Gidar *n/gaɬba/,  

*n/gaɬaba/
gaɬmba,  

gaɬamba
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Left1	 *gw(a)ra
Daba Buwal *w/gwla/ gwʊla 

Mbudum *w/gwla/ ɡula 
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok *w/gwla/ ɡula 
Hurza Mbuko *w/gwla/ ɡula 
Mofu Moloko *w/gla/ gəlo 

Zulgo, Gemzek, 
Merey, 
Dugwor,  
Mofu North, 
Mofu-Gudur

*w/gwla/ ɡula 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva

*w/gwla/ ɡula 

Higi Psikye */gwla/ gwəla 
Kotoko-North Malgbe *y/gal-y/ geli 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/ɣla-n/ ɣɨlan 

Left2	 *ɮaɓa
Daba Daba */ɮaɓa-y/ ɮaɓay 
Sukur Sukur */ɮaɓa-y/ ɮaɓai 
Mandara Mandara */na-ɮaɓa/ naɮaɓa

Malgwa */na-ɬaɓa/,  
*/na-ɮaba/ 

nathlaɓa,  
nadhlaba

Podoko */ɮaɓa/ ɮaɓa
Dghwede */ɮaʔa/ ɮaʔa
Glavda */ʝaɓa/,  

*y/ÿaβa/,  
*/ÿa/

ʝaɓa,  
ÿeβa,  
ÿa

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */ɮaɓa/ ɮaɓa 
Higi Bana *y/ɮaɓ(-y)/ ɮeɓ(i) 
Gidar Gidar */ɮaɓa-y/ ɮabay

Leopard	 *d(a)g(a)va
Bata Jimi *w/dgva-n/ dəgəvwan 

Sharwa *yw/dgva/ digvwa 
Tsuvan */dgva/ dəgəva

Sukur Sukur *w/dgv-w/,  
*w/dgava-k/

duguvu,  
dəgwavak

Mofu Zulgo, Gemzek, 
Merey, Dugwor

*/dva-r/ dəvar

Mofu-Gudur */dva/ dəva
Higi Kamwe-Futu, 

Bana
*w/dɣava/ dəɣwava 

Psikye *w/dgava/ dəgwava 
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Lie down/sleep, to	 *x(a)na
Mafa Cuvok */xana/ > */naxa/ naha 
Hurza Vame */xna/ həna

Mbuko */xana-y/ > */naha-y/ nahay
Mandara Podoko */xna/ həna

Matal */ma-xn/,  
*y/ma-xn/

mahən,  
mahin

Glavda */xn-y-ga-na/ >  
*y/xŋ-ga-na/ xɨᵑgana 

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */n/ n
Zulgo, Merey */xna/ həna
Gemzek *y/ma-xna/ mehəne
Dugwor */ma-na-y/ manay
Mofu North *y/ma-na-y/ meney

Maroua Giziga-Marva, 
Mbazla

*/xn/ hən

Lamang Lamang *y/xna/ hina 
Hdi */xana/ xana

Higi Bana */xn-y/ xəni 
Kamwe-Nkafa *y/xn-gwa/ hinigwə 
Kirya */xana-ka/ > */xakana/ >  

*/xaana/
 

haanə
Kotoko-Island Buduma */xna-y/ hənay

Lion1	 *ɮ(a)vara
Bata Gude *y/lvara/ livyara 

Tsuvan *y/RED-ɮawara/ ɮyaɮyaware 
Daba Daba *y/ɮvar-y/ ɮyəvari 

Buwal *y/lavara/ levere 
Sukur Sukur *y/lvar-y/,  

*y/rvar-y/
livari,  

rivari 
Hurza Vame *y/lvara/ alvare 
Margi Margi-South */lvar-y/ ləvari 
Mandara Podoko */rvara/ rəvara 

Glavda */rvara/,  
*/rva/

arvaɾa,  
arva

Malgwa *y/rvara/ ərvare 
Mandara *y/vara/ evare 

Lamang Lamang *y/rvara/ ərvare 
Hdi *y/rvar-y/ rveri

Higi Kamwe-Futu */lvar-y/ ləvari 
Kirya *w/w-ravana/ wuravanə 

Musgum Mbara */dvan-y-k/ > *y/dvaŋ/ divaŋ 

Lion2	 *bar
Daba Mbudum *w/ma-bar/ mabor 
Mafa Cuvok */ma-bar/ mabar
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Hurza Mbuko *w/RED-bar/ bərbor 
Mofu Moloko, Dugwor *w/ma-bar/ mabor 

Mofu North, 
Mofu-Gudur

*/ma-bar/ mabar

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva

*w/ma-bar/ mobor 

Lion3	 *z(a)y(a)la
Mafa Mafa *y/zala/ ʒele 
Hurza Mbuko *y/zyal/ ziyel
Mofu Zulgo */a-zyl/ azil 

Merey *y/zl/ zɨl 
Gemzek *y/zal/ zel 

Higi Bana *y/zyl/ ʒil 

Locust	 *dz(a)ra
Daba Gavar *y/dzar-y/ dʒeri 

Buwal, Mbudum *y/dzara/ dʒere 
Mafa Mafa */dzara-y/ dzaray

Cuvok *y/dzara-y/ dʒaray 
Tera Tera *y/n-dzara/,  

*yw/zaala/
ⁿdʒere,  

ʒoola
Sukur Sukur */dzala-y/ dzalai 
Hurza Vame *w/dzra-y/ dzuray 

Mbuko */dzara-y/ dzaray
Mofu Gemzek, Zulgo */dzara/ dzara

Mada *y/dzara/ dʒara 
Ouldeme, Merey,  

Mofu North
*/dzara-y/ dzaray

Muyang, Moloko,  
Mofu-Gudur

*y/dzara-y/ dʒɑrɑy 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/dzara-y/ dʒɑrɑy  
Higi Bana *y/dzr/ dʒir 

Kamwe-Futu */dzala/ dzala
Gidar Gidar */zara-y/ zaray

Lung	 *b(a)kw(a)ɗ(a)fa
Bata Gude */RED-gwyf-na/  

> *w/RED-gwfy-na/
 

gugufinə 
Sharwa */byf-y/ byəfi 

Daba Buwal */m-paɣaf/ > */ɣampaf/ ɣampaf
Gavar */m-pakaf/ > */kampaf/ kampaf
Mbudum */baxaf/ bahaf
Daba *w/pakwaɗf/ pokoɗuf 

Mafa Mafa */baf/ baf
Cuvok *y/baf/ bef 
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Tera Tera *w/RED-xwawp/,  
*w/RED-ff/

xuxup,  
fufuf 

Sukur Sukur */bf/ bəf
Hurza Mbuko */baf/ baf

Vame *w/RED-kwfa/ kukufa 
Margi Kilba *w/RED-gwv-y/ guguvi 

Margi-South */RED-gwav-y/ gwagwavi 
Mandara Podoko */bfa/ bəfa

Matal */paf-RED/ pafaf
Mofu Ouldeme *y/m-baf/ mbef 

Merey *n/RED-baf/ bambaf 
Dugwor *nw/RED-baf/ bombof 
Zulgo, Gemzek */RED-baf/ abaf
Mofu-Gudur */RED-bakaf/ babəkaf
Moloko */paxav/ pahav
Mada *n/m-baxaf/ ammbahaf

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/RED-bwʔaf/ bubuʼof
Giziga-Muturwa *nw/RED-bagwaf/,  

*w/bakwafa/ >  
*w/bafakwa/

boboᵑgof,  
 
bofoko 

Mbazla */bagaɗaf/  
> */baɗagaf/ > */baagaf/ 

 
baagaf

Lamang Hdi */bf/ bəf
Lamang */ma-xwaf-y/,  

*w/ma-xwaf-y/ 
maxwafi,  

maxofi 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *w/RED-gwfa/ gugufə 

Kirya *w/RED-gwf-y/ gugufi 
Bana */bf-y/ bəfi 

Kotoko-North Afade *w/gafa/ gafo 
Mpade *w/kafa/ kofo 

Kotoko-South Mazera *y/ RED-ɣwava/ ɣwavɣwavɨ 
Musgum Mbara *w/RED-bgaf/ bubugaf 

Vulum */bagaɗaf/  
> */baɗagaf/ > */baagaf/

 
baagaf

Man, husband	 *z(a)ɗ(a)ra
Margi Margi, Margi-

South, Kilba
*/sal/ sal

Mandara Matal *y/zl/ ʒɪl 
Malgwa *y/zyla/ ʒiile 
Mandara *y/zala/ ʒele 

Mofu Moloko */zar/ zar
Mada */zala/ zala
Muyang, 

Gemzek, Merey
*/zal/ zal

Dugwor, Mofu-
Gudur

*y/zal/ zel 
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Maroua Mbazla */zl/,  
*/zyl/

zəl,  
zil 

Lamang Lamang */zɗala/ zɗal(a)
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Psikye
*/za/ za

Kirya, Bana */zal/ zal

Market	 *k(a)s(a)wka
Tera Hwana */kasw/ kasu 
Sukur Sukur */swk/ > */skw/,  

*w/swk/ > *w/skw/
səku,  

suku 
Hurza Mbuko *w/kaswka/ kwasuko 

Vame */kaswka/ kasuka 
Margi Kilba */swk/ > */skw/ səku 
Mandara Glavda *w/kaswka/,  

*/kaswk/,  
*/kasw/

kasukwa,  
kasuk,  
kasu 

Malgwa *yw/kaska/ kwaskwe
Matal *w/kaswka/ kwasəkwa, 

kosuka
Podoko *w/kasaka/ kwasakwa

Mofu Zulgo, Ouldeme *w/kaska/ kwaskwa
Muyang *w/gaskw/ ɡosku 
Mada *w/gaska/ gosko 
Moloko *w/kasaka/ kosoko 

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/kaska/ kosko 
Higi Kamwe-Futu *yw/sk-y/ ʃikwi 

Psikye */swk-y/ > *yw/skw/,  
*/sawk-y/ > *yw/sakw/

ʃkwu,  
ʃekwu 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */kaxawga/ > */kaxagwa/ kaxaguə 
Kotoko-North Mpade */kaswg/ > *w/kasgw/ kasugu 

Afade *y/gasb-y/ gasɨbi 
Malgbe *y/RED-gba/ gegbɨ 

Kotoko-Central Lagwan, Mser */kaswk/ > */kaskw/ kasku 
Musgum Mbara *w/kaska/ kasko 

Meat	 *ɬ(a)w(a)ɗa
Bata Gude */lwa/ ləwa

Jimi */lwy-n/ > */lyw-n/ liwən 
Sharwa */lwya/ > */lywa/ liwə 
Tsuvan */ɮwya/ > *y/ɮywa/ ɮiwe 

Daba Gavar, Mbudum */ɮy/ ɮi 
Buwal *y/ɮay/ ɮey 

Mafa Mafa *yw/ɮwaɗ/ ɮuweɗ 
Cuvok */ɬaw/ ɬaw

Tera Tera */ɮw/ ɮu 
Sukur Sukur */ɬwy/,  

*yw/ɬwy/
ɮui,  

ɬuwiy 
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Hurza Mbuko *yw/ɮwaɗ/ ɮuweɗ 
Vame *yw/ɮwa/ ɮuwe 

Mandara Matal */ɬb/ ɬəb
Podoko */ɬɓa/ ɬəɓa
Mandara *y/xwa/ hyua 
Malgwa *w/xywa/ hyuwa 
Glavda *w/ɬwa/,  

*/ɬ/
ɬuwa,  

ɬ
Mofu Zulgo */ɬw/ ɬu 

Muyang */ɬw/ aɬu 
Dugwor, Mofu 

North
*/ɬaw/ ɬaw

Merey */ɬaw/,  
*w/ɬa/,  
*/ɮaw/

ɬaw,  
ɬo,  
ɮaw

Gemzek *w/ɬa/ ɬo 
Mada *w/s-ɬa/ osɬo 
Mofu-Gudur */a-ɬaw/ aɬaw

Lamang Lamang *w/ɬwy/ ɬuwi 
Hdi */ɬwʔ-y/,  

*w/ɬwʔ-y/ > *w/ɬʔw-y/
ɬuʼi,  

hluʼwi 
Higi Kamwe-Futu *y/ɬya/ ɬyi 

Psikye */ly/ ɬi 
Kirya *y/ɬa/ ɬe 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */xw/ xu 
Kotoko-North Mpade *y/sw/ ʃu 

Malgbe */ɬw/ ɬu 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan */ɬw/ ɬu 

Mser */sw/ su 
Kotoko-South Zina */sw/ asu 
Musgum Vulum, Mbara */ɬw-k/ ɬuk 

Muskum *w/ɬwt/ ɬuwut 
Gidar Gidar *w/ɬwa/ ɬuwa 

Millet1	 *dawa
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */daw/ daw
Hurza Mbuko */m-daw/ > */n-daw/ ⁿdaw 
Mofu Zulgo, Gemzek, 

Merey
*/daw/ daw

Maroua Mbazla */daw/ daw

Millet2/sorghum (food) 	 *ɗ(a)fa
Bata Jimi */ɗafa-n/ ɗafan 
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */ɗaf/ ɗaf
Sukur Sukur */ɗaf/ ɗaf
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Hurza Vame */ɗf-ka/ ɗəfka
Mbuko */ɗaf/ ɗaf

Margi Margi */ɗfa/ ɗəfə 
Kilba */ɗfa/ ɗəfa 
Margi-South *w/ɗfa-w/ dufau 

Mandara Podoko, 
Mandara, 
Malgwa

*/ɗafa/ ɗafa 

Mofu Ouldeme, 
Muyang, 
Moloko, 
Gemzek,  
Zulgo, Merey, 
Mofu-Gudur

*/ɗaf/ ɗaf

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva

*/ɗaf/ ɗaf

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */ɗafa/ ɗafa 
Higi Kamwe-Futu, 

Bana, Kirya
*/ɗafa/ ɗafa

Millet3/sorghum (crop) 	 *x(a)ya
Bata Sharwa */xay-n/ hayən

Tsuvan *y/xa/ he 
Sukur Sukur */xy/ həi 
Hurza Vame */a-xay/ ahay
Mandara Matal */xy/ hi, həy 

Mandara */xya/ hia 
Podoko *y/xya/ hiya 

Mofu Ouldeme, 
Moloko

*/xay/ hay

Lamang Lamang, Hdi *y/xya/ hiya 
Higi Psikye, Bana */xa/ xa
Gidar Gidar */xaya/,  

*/xay-ya/
haya,  

hayya

Millet4/sorghum	 *v(a)y(a)wa
Hurza Vame *y/vyaw/ viyaw 
Kotoko-Island Buduma *yw/fyaw/ fiyow 
Kotoko-North Malgbe *yw/fya/ fiyo 

Mpade *yw/fya/,  
*w/m-fa/

fio,  
mfo 

Afade *yw/faya/ feyo 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *w/vya/ vio 
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Monkey	 *v(a)d(a)ya
Tera Tera * /vɗy/ > *y/vty/ viti 
Mandara Malgwa *y/vra/ vəre 

Mandara *y/vara/ vere
Matal */vday/ vəday
Glavda *y/bry/ biri 

Mofu Muyang *y/vry/ viri 
Ouldeme */vray/ vəray
Zulgo *y/bra/ bire 
Gemzek, Merey, 

Dugwor
*y/bra/ bəre 

Lamang Lamang *y/vdza/ vdze 
Hdi */vdzy/ vdzi 

Kotoko-North Afade *y/fly/ fɨli 
Mpade, Malgbe */fly/ fli 

Gidar Gidar */brya/,  
*y/brya/

bərya,  
briya 

Moon1	 *t(a)ra
Daba Daba, Mazagway 

Hidi
*/tra/ təra

Buwal, Gavar */m-k-tra/ > */ŋ-tra/ ŋtəra, ŋtra
Mbudum */m-tra/ > */n-tra/ ntəra, ntra

Tera Hwana */m-dra-y/ > *y/n-dra/ ndɾe 
Tera *y/tara/,  

*y/tsara/
tera,  

tʃera, tʃere 
Sukur Sukur *y/ta-ya/,  

*/t-ya/
teya,  

tya
Mandara Podoko */tra/ təra

Mandara, 
Malgwa

*y/tra/ təre 

Matal */tla/ təla
Dghwede *y/tla/ tile 
Glavda */tla-y/ > *y/kla/,  

*/t-y/ > *y/k-y/
kyla,  

kyi 
Lamang Lamang *y/tra/ tər(e) 

Hdi *y/tl-y/ tili 
Higi Psikye */tra/ trə 

Kamwe-Nkafa */trå / tərə̊ 
Kirya *y/tr-y/ təɽi 
Bana *y/tr/ tir 
Kamwe-Futu *w/tra/ təro

Kotoko-North Afade *y/daɗ-y/ deɗi
Mpade *y/taɗa/ teɗɨ 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan, Mser *y/taɗa/ teɗɨ 
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Musgum Vulum *y/tla/ tle 
Mbara *y/tla/ tile 
Muskum */tla-y/ > *y/kla/ kile 

Gidar Gidar */tla/,  
*y/tla/

təla,  
tɨla 

Moon2	 *k(a)ya
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok *y/kya/ kiya 
Hurza Mbuko, Vame *y/kya/ kiya 
Margi Margi, Margi-

South, Kilba
*/xya/ hya

Mofu Mada */kya/ kya
Moloko */kya/ kəya
Dugwor, Mofu 

North,  
Mofu-Gudur

*y/kya/ kiya 

Zulgo, Gemzek, 
Merey

*y/kya/ kiye 

Muyang *y/kya/ kiyi
Ouldeme *yw/kya/ kwiyo 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa,  
Giziga-Marva

*y/kya/ kiya 

Mbazla *y/kya/, *y/kya-x/ kiya, kiyah 
Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/kya/ kiya 
Kotoko-South Zina *y/xya/ hiya

Mazera *y/kya/ kiya 

Mortar1	 *dz(a)na
Bata Jimi */ma-dzr-n/ > *n/a-dzr-n/ aⁿdzərən

Sharwa */m-dzra-y/ > *y/n-dzra/ ⁿdʒirə 
Daba Daba */m-dzar-y/ > *y/n-dzar/ ⁿdʒer 
Sukur Sukur *y/y-m-dzr/,  

*y/y-m-zr/, 
*ny/y-m-zr/

yimdzər,  
yimzər,  
yimnzər 

Hurza Vame *y/dzra/ dzəre 
Margi Bura */m-dzr-y/ > *y/n-dzr/ ⁿdʒir 
Mandara Podoko, Malgwa */dzra/ dzəra

Mandara *y/dzara/ dzera 
Glavda */dzra/,  

*/dz-y/
d͡zᵊɾa,  

dzi 
Matal */dzr-w/ dzərəw, dzəru 

Mofu Zulgo */dzra/ dzəra
Mada *y/a-dzra/ adʒra 
Muyang *y/dzra/ dʒəra 
Ouldeme *w/dzra/ dzəro 
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Lamang Hdi */dzr/ dzər
Lamang *w/dzra/ dzro 

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *y/n-dzr-y/ ⁿdziri 
Kamwe-Futu *y/n-dzr/ ⁿdzir 

Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/a-dzn/,  
*y/a-a-dzn/

adʒin,  
aedʒin 

Kotoko-
Central

Mser *y/a-zn/ azɨn 

Lagwan *y/zn-xa/ zɨnha 
Musgum Muskum */tn-y-k/ > *y/tŋ/ tɨŋ 

Vulum */a-dn-y-k/ > *y/a-dŋ/ adɨŋ 
Mbara *y/dna-y/ dinay 

Mortar2	 *RED-dz(a)na
Daba Mbudum */RED-dzan-y-k/  

> *y/dz-dzaŋ/ dʒidʒeŋ
Hurza Mbuko */RED-dzan-y/  

> *y/dzan-dzan/ dzəⁿdzen 
Mofu Muyang * /RED-dzn-y-k/  

> *y/dz-dzŋ/ dʒidʒiŋ 
Moloko */RED-dzan-y/ > *y/ts-dzan/ tʃədʒen 
Merey */RED-dzan-y-k/  

 > *y/dzn-dzaŋ/ dzəⁿdzeŋ 
Mofu North  */RED-dzan-y-k/ 

 > *y/dzŋ-dzaŋ/ dʒəŋdʒeŋ 
Dugwor */RED-dzan-y-k/  

> *y/dz-dzaŋ/ dʒədʒeŋ
Gemzek */RED-dzan-y-k/  

> *y/dzaŋ-dzaŋ/ dzeŋdzeŋ
Mofu-Gudur */RED-dzan-y-k/  

> *y/dza-dzaŋ/ dʒedʒeŋ
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */RED-dzn-y-k/

> *y/dz-dzŋ/ dʒidʒiŋ 
Giziga-Marva */RED-dzan-y-k/  

> *y/dz-dzaŋ/ dʒidʒeŋ

Mother1	 *ma
Bata Tsuvan *y/ma-k-n/ mekən 
Daba Gavar, Mbudum */RED-ma/ mama

Buwal */ma-n/ man
Daba */ma-y/ may

Mafa Mafa */RED-ma/ mama
Cuvok */ma/ ma, mamaŋ3

3	 A possibly original cognate, but more likely a transfer from French. The recording linguist  
(R. Gravina) gives as translation not mère as in other cases, but maman. 
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Sukur Sukur */ma/, */RED-ma/ ma, mama
Hurza Vame */RED-ma/ mama

Mbuko */RED-ma-y/,  
*/ma-y/,  
*/ma-n/

mamay,  
may,  
man

Margi Bura */RED-ma/,  
*/ma-ya/

muma,  
maya

Margi-South, 
Kilba

*/RED-ma/ ama

Mandara Podoko */RED-ma/ mama
Mandara */RED-ma/,  

*y/RED-ma/
mama,  

emma 
Malgwa */ma/,  

*/RED-ma/,  
*/RED-ma/ > */m-ma/, 
*w/wma/

ma,  
mama,  
əmma,  
uuma 

Mofu Moloko, Dugwor */RED-ma/ mama
Zulgo */RED-ma/,  

*/RED-m-r/
mama,  

məmər
Gemzek */RED-ma-r/ mamər
Mada */RED-ma-r/,  

*/RED-ma/
məmar,  

amma
Muyang */RED-ma/ mma
Mofu North, 

Merey
*/ma-y(a)/ maya, may

Ouldeme */ma-k-n/ > */ma-ŋ/ maŋ
Mofu-Gudur mamaŋ4

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */ma-xa/,  
*/RED-m-kw-n/ >  
*w/RED-mŋ/

maha,  
 
mumuŋ 

Giziga-Marva */RED-ma/  
> */m-ma/ > *w/wma/

 
uma 

Mbazla */ma/ ma
Lamang Lamang, Hdi */RED-ma/ mama
Higi Kamwe-Futu */RED-ma/ mama

Kamwe-Nkafa */ma/ ma
Psikye */ma/,  

*y/m-ya/
ma,  

miyi 
Kirya *y/ma-ya/ mayi 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */ma-n/ man
Musgum Vulum */RED-ma-na/ > */a-ma-a/ amaa

Muskum */RED-ma-na/ > */ma-a-na/ maana
Gidar Gidar */ma/,  

*/RED-ma/
ma,  

mma, əəma

4	 See previous fn.
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Mother2	 *ya
Mandara Matal */ya/,  

*y/ya/
əya,  

iya 
Kotoko-Island Buduma */RED-ya/,  

*/ya/,  
*y/ya/

yay,  
yə,  
yi 

Kotoko-North Mpade */ya/ ya
Afade, Malgbe *y/ya/ iya 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan, Mser *y/ya/ iya 

Kotoko-South Zina, Mazera *y/ya/ iya 
Musgum Mbara  *y/RED-ya/  

> *y/y-ya/ > *y/ʔ-ya/
 

ʼiya

Mouse1	 *kw(a)s(a)ma
Bata Gude *y/xma/ hima 

Tsuvan *y/xm-k-n/ himkən 
Mafa Mafa */kwama/ kwama
Tera Tera *w/ɣwm/ ɣum 
Sukur Sukur *w/kwm/ kum 
Hurza Mbuko *w/kwxam/ kuhom 

Vame */kwam/ kwam
Mandara Matal *w/kwfa/ kwəfu, kufu 

Podoko *w/kwma/ kuma 
Mofu Ouldeme *w/kwm/ kum 

Merey *w/kwxm/ kuhum 
Muyang *w/a-kfm/ akfum 
Moloko *w/gmsa/ gəmso 
Ouldeme *w/gwamsa/ gwamso 
Zulgo *w/kwaxm/ kwahum 
Gemzek, Dugwor *w/kwaxam/ kohom 
Mofu North */xwam/ hwam
Mofu-Gudur */a-xwam/ ahwam
Moloko *w/a-kfam/ okfom 

Lamang Lamang */m-gma/  
> */m-mga/ > */m-bga/

 
mbəga

Hdi */gwzm-r/ > *w/mgwz-r/ muguzur 
Higi Psikye *w/kwa/ kwu 

Bana *w/kwm/ kum 
Kotoko-North Mpade *w/kwsma/ kusumu 

Maltam *y/ɓsm/ ɓɨsɨm 
Malgbe *y/gbm/ gbim 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *w/xsm-y/ xsumi 

Mser *w/kwsm/ kusum 
Kotoko-South Zina *w/a-ksm/ aksum 

Mazera *yw/kwsma/ kusɨme 
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Musgum Vulum, Mbara *w/kwsm/ kusum 
Muskum *w/gwzm/ guzum 

Mouse2	 *kat(a)kama

Daba Daba */katakam/ katakam
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 

Giziga-Marva
*w/katakam/ kotokom 

Gidar Gidar */katkam/ katkam

Mouth	 *m(a)ya
Bata Gude, Sharwa, 

Tsuvan
*/ma/ ma

Jimi */ma-n/ man
Daba Buwal, Gavar, 

Mbudum, Daba
*/ma/ ma

Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */ma/ ma
Tera Tera *y/ma/ me 
Sukur Sukur */m-kw/ > *w/ŋ-w/ ŋwu
Hurza Mbuko */ma-ʔ/ > */ʔam/ ʼam

Vame *y/ma/ me 
Margi Bura */mya/ mya

Margi-South */mya/,  
*y/mya/

mya,  
miya

Kilba */mya/ > */nya/ nya
Mandara Podoko */wa/ wa

Mandara, 
Malgwe

*y/wa/ we 

Dghwede *yw/RED-wa/ wuwe 
Mofu Ouldeme, 

Muyang, 
Moloko

*/ma/ ma

Merey *y/ma/ me 
Dugwor, Mofu 

North,  
Mofu-Gudur

*y/may/ mey 

Mada */ma-x-ma/ mamma
Zulgo */a-x-m/ ahəm

Maroua Giziga-Marva *y/ma/ me 
Mbazla *y/ma/,  

*y/ma-ʔ/
me,  

meʼ
Lamang Lamang *y/a-wa/ ewe 

Hdi */wy/ wi 
Higi Kirya, Bana */my/ mi 
Kotoko-South Zina */my/ mi 

Mazera *y/ma/ me 
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Musgum Mbara */may/ may
Mulwi */may-g-n/ > * ny/ma-g/ meᵑg 
Vulum */may-k-n/ > *y/ma-ŋ/ meŋ
Muskum */m-t-kw/ > */m-w-t/ mut 

Gidar Gidar */ma/,  
*/ma-ʔ/

ma,  
maʼ

Navel	 *z(a)b(a)-xw(a)ɗa
Bata Bata *nwy/sb-wɗa/ sumbuɗe

Sharwa *ny/zb-wɗa/ zɨmbuɗə
Jimi *ny/zb-wɗ-n/ ʒəmbwəɗən

Mafa Mafa */m-za-l-y/ > *y/zmal/ zɨmel 
Margi Margi-South *nyw/sb-wɗa/ ʃəmbuɗu

Kilba *nyw/sb-wɗa/ ʃimbuɗu
Mandara Podoko *ny/zba/ ʒimba 

Dghwede *ny/zba/ ʒimbe 
Mandara, 

Malgwa, 
Glavda

*ny/zaba/ ʒamba 

Mofu Ouldeme, 
Muyang

*ny/zba-l/ zimbel 

Lamang Lamang *nyw/zba/ zimbo 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *ny/zb-w-y/ ʒimbwi

Kirya *ny/zb-wr/ ʒimbur
Bana *ny/zba-r/ ʒimber
Kamwe-Futu *ny/zab-w-y/ ʒembwi

Kotoko-North Afade *y/RED-tsm/ tsɨmtsɨm
Maltam, Mpade *y/RED-sm/ sɨmsɨm
Mpade *n/sab-w/ sambu 

Neck1, voice	 *ɣw(a)r(a)ya
Bata Sharwa *w/wra/ wura 

Jimi *w/wra-n/ wuran 
Gude *w/wra/ uura 
Tsuvan *w/wla/ wula 

Daba Gavar, Daba */wla/ wəla
Buwal */wla/ ula 
Mbudum *w/wla/ wula 

Mafa Mafa */daya/ daya
Sukur Sukur *w/ʔay/ ʼoy
Margi Bura, Kilba *w/wlya/ wulya 

Margi-South *yw/glya/ gyuliya 
Mofu Gemzek */bɗya/ > *y/byɗa/ biyɗa 

Zulgo */ɗa/ ɗa
Merey, Dugwor, 

Mofu-Gudur
*/ɗay/ ɗay
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Maroua Giziga-Marva */ay/ ay
Mbazla */ʔay/,  

*/ʔaya/ > *y/ayaʔ/
ʼay,  

ayiʼ
Lamang Lamang *y/wla-ka/ uleke 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *w/wlya/ wulyə 

Kamwe-Futu *yw/wlya/ wulyi 
Kirya *yw/wry/ wuɽi 
Bana */wry/ wəri 

Kotoko-South Zina *w/wny/ wuni 
Mazera *yw/ɣwla/ ɣule 

Musgum Mulwi *y/wla/ wile 
Gidar Gidar *w/wla/,  

*/wla-ʔ/
wula,  

wəlaʼ

Neck2	 *ɣ(a)w(a)ya
Mafa Cuvok */wway/ uway 
Mofu Ouldeme */xway/ hway 
Kotoko-Island Buduma *w/wy/ wuy 
Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade, 

Malgbe
*y/wa/ we 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/ɣwaa/ ɣwae 

Mser */wa/ wa

Night	 *r(a)v(a)ɗa
Bata Gude */vɗa/ vəɗa 

Sharwa *y/vɗa/ vɨɗə 
Jimi */vɗ-n/ vəɗən 

Mafa Mafa */vaɗ/ vaɗ
Cuvok */vaɗ/,  

*/lva-k-n/ > */ lva-ŋ/
vaɗ,  

ləvaŋ
Tera Tera */vɗ-y-k/ > *y/vɗ-k-y/ viɗki 

Hwana *y/fɗ-y-g-ra/ fɨɗigɹa 
Sukur Sukur */vɗ/,  

*/vay/
vəɗ,  

vay
Hurza Mbuko *w/lva-n/ luvon 

Vame *w/lvaɗ/ luvaɗ 
Margi Bura *y/vr(-y)/ vir(i) 

Margi *y/ vʔ-y/ viʼi
Margi-South *yw/vʔ-y/ vwiʼi
Kilba *w/vʔ-y/ vuʼi

Mandara Matal */vɗ/ vəɗ 
Podoko */vɗa/ vəɗa 
Glavda */vɗ(a)/ avəɗ(a) 
Dghwede *y/vɗa/ vɨtʼe, vitʼe
Mandara *y/vaɗ-ya/ > */vay-ya/ vayia 
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Mofu Zulgo */x-vɗ/ həvəɗ 
Muyang */vaɗ/ vaɗ 
Gemzek */x-vaɗ/ həvaɗ 
Mofu-Gudur */ta-vaɗ/ tavaɗ 
Mofu North *y/sa-vad/ sevad 
Ouldeme */lavaɗ/ lavaɗ

Maroua Mbazla *w/vɗ/,  
*w/vt/

avuɗ,  
avut 

Lamang Lamang *y/ rvɗ-y/ rviɗi 
Hdi * y/rvɗ-y-k/ rəviɗik 

Higi Kamwe-Futu, 
Psikye

*y/vɗ-y/ viɗi 

Kamwe-Nkafa */vra/ vərə, vəɹə
Kirya *y/vla/ vəle 

Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade,  
Malgbe

*y/faɗa/ faɗe 

Kotoko-
Central

Mser *y/n-vaɗa/ nvaɗe 

Lagwan *y/n-vaɗa/,  
*y/m-vaɗa/

nvaɗe,  
mvaɗe 

Kotoko-South Zina */lvy-n/ ləvin 
Musgum Mulwi *y/dvy-k/ divik 

Vulum *y/dv-k/ dɨvɨk 
Mbara *y/dvɗa-y/ diviʼday
Muskum *y/rvl/ arvɨl 

Gidar Gidar */dfɗa/ dəfɗa

Nose	 *xw(a)ts(a)na
Bata Sharwa *y/tsna/ tʃinə

Tsuvan *y/m-tsna/ mətʃine 
Gude *y/sna/ ʃina
Bata *y/sna/ ʃine 
Jimi *y/sn-n/ ʃənən 

Daba Daba *y/m-tsʔ-n/ mitʃiʼn
Gavar */m-tsr/ mtsər
Mbudum */m-xwtsr-y/ > *yw/n-tsr/ ntʃur
Buwal *y/m-tsar/ mtʃar 

Mafa Mafa */xtsan/ hətsan
Cuvok */xtan-k/ > */xtaŋ/ hətaŋ

Sukur Sukur *y/sn/ ʃin 
Hurza Mbuko *yw/tsan/ tʃœn 

Vame */xtsan-y-k/ > *y/xtsaŋ/ hətʃeŋ 
Margi Bura *yw/kwtsr/ kutʃir 

Margi *y/m-tsr/ mtʃir 
Margi-South, 

Kilba
*y/tsr/ tʃir 
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Mandara Podoko */ftra/ fətəra
Glavda */xtɾa/,  

*/xta/
xᵊtɾa,  

xətə
Dghwede *y/xtra/ xtire 
Matal *y/tr/ tɪr 
Mandara *y/ktara/ ektare 
Malgwa *y/ktara/ əktare 

Mofu Zulgo *y/xtr/ hitir 
Gemzek, Merey *y/xtar/ həter 
Mofu North */xatar/ hatar
Mofu-Gudur *y/xatar/ heter 
Dugwor *y/m-tar/ məter 
Moloko *ny/xdar/ həⁿder
Muyang *ny/xdr/ hiⁿdir 
Ouldeme *nw/xwdar/ huⁿdar 
Mada *nyw/xdar/ hⁿdoer 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */xwtn-k/ > *w/xwtŋ/ hutuŋ 
Mbazla */ktn-y-k/ > *y/ktŋ/ kitiŋ 
Giziga-Marva *w/xwtan/ huton 

Lamang Lamang *y/xtsn-y/,  
*/xtsn-y-k/ > */xtsn-k-y/ > 
*y/xtsŋ(-y)/

htsini,  
 
htsiŋ(i)

Hdi */xtsn-y-k/ > *y/xtsŋ/ hətsiŋ 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa */m-xts-y/ > */n-xts-y/  

> *y/n-tsx-y/
 

ntʃhi 
Kamwe-Futu */m-ts-y/ > *y/n-ts-y/ ntʃi 
Kirya */m-tsn/ > *y/n-tsn/ ntʃin 
Bana *y/ksn/ kʃən 

Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/tsna-y/ tʃənay 
Kotoko-North Afade *y/tsn/ tsɨn 

Maltam *y/sn/ sɨn 
Malgbe */ksn-y/ > *y/skn/ skɨn 
Malgbe */ksara-y/ > *y/skara/ skare 
Mpade */xasan/ hasan

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/xsn-y/ xsɨni 

Mser *y/asn/ asɨn 
Kotoko-South Mazera *y/xtsna/ hɨtʃɨne 

Zina */xsn-y-k/ > *y/xskn-y/ hiskini 

Oil, fat	 *m(a)ra
Bata Sharwa */mara/ marə 

Jimi */mara-n/ marən 
Daba Buwal *y/mal/ mel 

Gavar */mal-y/ mali 
Mafa Cuvok */mal/ mal

Mafa */m-bar/ mbar 
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Tera Tera */mar/,  
*w/mar/

mar,  
mor 

Sukur Sukur *y/mr/ mir 
Hurza Mbuko */a-mar/ amar

Vame *n/a-bar/ ambar
Margi Bura, Kilba */mal/ mal
Mandara Matal */a-mal/ amal

Podoko */mala/ mala
Glavda */wal(a)/,  

*/wa/
wala, wal,  

wa
Mofu Zulgo, Gemzek, 

Mofu North, 
Mofu-Gudur, 
Merey

*/mal/ mal

Ouldeme, Mada, 
Muyang

*/a-mal/ amal

Moloko */a-mar/ amar
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 

Giziga-Marva
*/mal/ mal

Kotoko-South Zina */a-ml/ aməl
Mazera *y/a-mla/ amle 

Musgum Muskum *yw/ml-t-w/ mɨltuw 
Mbara */mal/ mal
Vulum *y/a-mal/ amel 

Gidar Gidar *y/mala/ mele 

Path, way, road	 *ts(a)v(a)ɗa
Bata Sharwa *y/tva/ tɨvə 

Tsuvan *y/tva/ təve 
Jimi */tv-n/ təvən

Daba Gavar */tf/ təf
Buwal */taf/ taf
Daba */ka-tfʔ/ katəfʼ
Mbudum */ka-taf/ kataf

Mafa Mafa *y/tsvaɗ/ tʃiveɗ
Cuvok *y/tsvay/ tʃəvey

Tera Tera */m-dva/ > */n-dva/, 
*/m-k-dzvya/  
> *ny/g-dzyva/

ⁿdəva,  
 
ᵑgⁿdʒiva

Sukur Sukur *y/tsvy/ tʃivi 
Hurza Mbuko *y/tsvaɗ/ tʃəveɗ 
Mandara Podoko *y/tva/ tɨve 

Matal *y/RED-tavy/ tetiv(i) 
Mofu Ouldeme *y/tvy/ tivi 

Muyang *y/dvy/ divi 
Moloko, Merey, 

Dugwor, Mofu 
North, Mofu-
Gudur

*y/tsvaɗ/ tʃəveɗ 
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Maroua Mbazla *y/dzvy/,  
*y/dvy/,  
*/ɗvʔ-y/ > *y/ɗvyʔ/

dʒivi,  
divi,  
ɗiviʼ

Giziga-Marva *y/dzvaɗ/ dʒiveɗ 
Lamang Hdi */tvy/ tvi 

Lamang *y/tva/ tve 
Musgum Vulum, Mulwi */tfy-kw/ > *yw/fty/ futii 

Mbara *y/tfa-y/ tifay 
Gidar Gidar *y/tva/ tive 

Porcupine1	 *ts(a)xw(a)ɗa
Hurza Mbuko */m-tsax/ mətsah

Vame *n/a-zax/ anzah 
Margi Bura *n/ma-ts-y-na/ mantsina 

Margi South */m-tsa/ mətsa
Mandara Matal *y/a-tsx-y/ ​ætʃhi 

Malgwa *y/RED-tsxa/ tʃitʃiha 
Mandara *y/RED-tsaxwa/ tʃetʃehwe 
Glavda *n/a-va-d͡za/ avand͡za 

Mofu Ouldeme *y/a-tsxw-y/ atsihwi 
Muyang *y/a-tsx-y/ etʃihi 
Zulgo *y/tsaxa/ tsehe 
Gemzek, Merey,  

Mofu North
*/m-dzxaɗ-y/ >  

*y/n-dzxaɗ/ ⁿdzəheɗ 
Dugwor */m-dzaxaɗ-y/ >  

*y/n-dzaxaɗ/ ⁿdʒeheɗ
Moloko */ma-dzaxaɗ-y/ 

> *ny/a-dzaxaɗ/ eⁿdʒeheɗ

Porcupine2	 *dz(a)m(a)kwa
Bata Gude */dm-ya/ dəməya

Sharwa, Tsuvan *y/dmaʔa/ dimaʼa
Daba Gavar */zma-y-n/ > *y/zma-m/ ʒimɑm 

Buwal */zmak-y-n/ > *y/zmaŋ/ zəmeŋ 
Mbudum */m-zabk-y-n/ > *ny/zabŋ/ zembəŋ 
Daba *n/zaba-n/ zamban

Mafa Cuvok *n/dbkw/,  
*ny/dbakw/

dəmbəkw,  
dəmbekw 

Mafa *ny/dbakw/ dimbek 
Sukur Sukur *y/dzmk/ dʒimək 
Mandara Podoko *ny/dbka/ dɨmbɨke 
Mofu Mofu-Gudur */damkwa-y/ > */damyakw/ damyakw

Lamang Hdi *ny/dbkw/ dimbikw 
Higi Bana *y/tsmka/ tʃiməkə 

Kirya *y/tsmxw/ tʃiməhu 
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Pus	 *r(a)w(a)ɗa
Bata Gude */rwʔ-na/ > */rʔw-na/ rəʼunə

Jimi *w/rwʔ-n/ ruʼun
Sharwa *yw/rɓ-k/ ryəɓwək
Bata *yw/raa-ta/ reeto 

Daba Mbudum */lwɓ-y/ > *y/wlɓ/ wiliɓ 
Gavar */lwaɗ-y/ > *y/wlaɗ/ wəleɗ 
Daba */lwaɗ-y/ > *y/wlaɗ/ wileɗ  
Buwal */lwaɗ-y/ > *y/wlaɗ/ uleɗ 

Mafa Cuvok *y/RED-laɓ/ leleɓ 
Mafa */ravaɓ-kw/ > *w/varaɓ/ voroɓ 

Tera Tera */ra/ ra
Sukur Sukur */m-rw/ məru, mərəu 
Hurza Vame */rwɗ-y/ > *y/ɗrw/ ɗiru 

Pelasla */rawɗ-y/ > *y/ɗraw/ ɗiraw 
Mbuko */rawɗ-y/ > *y/ɗraw/ ɗərew 

Margi Bura */lw/ lu 
Margi, Kilba *w/lwʔa/ luʼu 

Mandara Podoko */lɓa/ ləɓa
Glavda */lw/,  

*w/lwa/
lu,  

luwa 
Mandara */lwa/ lua 
Malgwa *w/lwa/,  

*yw/lwa/
luwa,  

əluwe 
Matal */a-law/ alaw

Mofu Muyang */a-lw/ alu 
Gemzek */a-lɓ/ aləɓ
Ouldeme */a-ll/ aləl 
Mada *w/a-lla/ ollo 
Moloko *w/a-ra-x/,  

*yw/a-laɓ/
oroh,  

aloeɓ 
Merey *yw/RED-laɓ/,  

*w/RED-laɓ/
leloeɓ,  

loloɓ 
Dugwor *w/RED-laɓ/ loloɓ 
Mofu-Gudur */RED-laɓ/ lalaɓ
Mofu North */RED-law/ lalaw

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */RED-lw/ lulu 
Giziga-Marva *w/RED-laɓ/ luloɓ 

Higi Bana */lwʔa/ > */lʔwa/ ləʼwə
Kamwe-Nkafa */lwʔa/ > *w/lʔwa/,  

*/lwɗa-y/ > *y/lɗwa/
ləʼuwə,  

ləɠwə
Kamwe-Futu *w/lwa/ ləuo 

Musgum Mulwi */a-lw/ alu 
Gidar Gidar */lw-y/ > *y/wl-y/ wili 
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Quiver	 *ɣw(a)dza
Bata Gude, Sharwa */kwadza/ kwadza

Jimi */kwadza-n/ kwadzan
Sukur Sukur */wadz-y/ wadzi, wadzəi  
Margi Margi South */kwadza/ kwadza

Bura *y/kwadza/ kwadʒa 
Kilba *y/gwadza/ gwadʒa 

Lamang Lamang *y/ɣwadza/ ɣwedze 
Hdi */ɣwadz-y/ ɣwadzi 

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *yw/gwtsa/ gutʃə 
Bana *yw/gwts-y/ gutʃi 
Kirya *yw/gwts-y-l/ gutʃil 

Rain	 *v(a)na
Bata Gude */vna/ vəna

Sharwa *w/vna/ vwənə
Jimi */vn-w-n/ > *w/vwn-n/ vuunən 
Tsuvan *yw/vana/ vwene 

Daba Buwal, Daba */van/ van
Mbudum */van-k/ > */vaŋ/ vaŋ
Gavar */ma-na-van/ manavan

Hurza Mbuko */a-van-y/ > *y/a-van/ iven 
Vame */a-van-y-k/ > *y/a-vaŋ/ aveŋ 

Margi Margi */paɗa/ paɗə
Kilba */par/ par

Mofu Ouldeme, 
Muyang

*/a-vr/ avər

Moloko, Mofu-
Gudur

*/var/ var

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/van/ von 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Kamwe-Futu, 
Psikye

*/va/ va

Kirya, Bana */van/ van
Musgum Vulum, Mulwi */fan-k/ > */faŋ/ faŋ
Gidar Gidar *w/bna/ buna 

Rainbow, drought, famine	 *kw(a)ra
Daba Buwal */kwala-y/ kwalay

Mbudum *w/kwala-y/ kolay 
Gavar */m-kwala-y/ > */ŋ-kwala-y/ ŋkwalay 

Mafa Mafa */kwara-y/ kwaray
Cuvok */kwala-y/ kwalay

Hurza Mbuko *w/kwla-y/ kulay 
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Mofu Gemzek *w/kwla/,  
*/ma-kla-x/

kula,  
makəlah

Merey, Zulgo */ma-kla-x/ makəlah
Mofu North, 

Mofu-Gudur
*/kwala-y/ kwalay

Moloko *w/kwala-y/ kolay 
Ouldeme */ma-kwala-y/ makwalay
Muyang */ma-kwal/ makwal

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */kwala-y/ kwalay
Giziga-Marva *w/kwala-y/ kolay 

Rainy season	 *vya
Bata Gude */vya-na/ vyanə

Jimi */vya-n/ vyan
Sharwa */vya/ vya

Daba Buwal */vya/ vəya
Gavar, Mbudum, 

Daba
*y/vya/ viya 

Mafa Mafa, Cuvok *y/vya/ viya 
Sukur Sukur */vy/ vi 
Hurza Mbuko *y/vya/ viya 
Margi Margi *y/vya/ viya 

Bura *y/vya/ viya, aviya 
Margi-South *yw/vya/,  

*w/vya/
vwiya,  

vuya 
Kilba *w/vya/ uvuya 

Mandara Matal *y/vya/ viya 
Podoko, Malgwa *y/vya/ viya 
Mandara */vya/ via 
Glavda */vya-k/ viak 

Mofu Muyang */vy/ vi 
Moloko */vya/ vəya
Dugwor *y/vya/ viya 
Zulgo, Gemzek *y/vya/ viye 
Ouldeme *yw/vya/ viyo 
Mofu North, 

Mofu-Gudur
*y/pya/ piya 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva, 
Mbazla

*y/vya/ viya 

Lamang Lamang, Hdi *y/vya/ viya 
Higi Kamwe-Futu, 

Bana, Kirya
*y/vya/ viya 

Musgum Vulum *y/pya/ apiya 
Mbara *y/pya/ piya 
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Ram	 *gw(a)z(a)ma 
Mafa Cuvok *y/zam/ zem 
Mandara Matal */ma-gadzaw/ magadzaw
Mofu Mofu North *y/zam/ zem 

Dugwor *y/zam/ azem 
Mofu-Gudur *y/zam/ ezem 

Maroua Giziga-Marva *y/zm/ izim 
Mbazla *y/ʔazam/ ʼaʒem,ʼeʒem 

Kotoko-North Afade */ʔsm-y/ > *y/sʔm/ sʼɨm 
Mpade */sam/ sam
Malgbe *y/wyam/ wiyam 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/wzm-y/ uzimi 

Mser */wzam/ uzam 

Rat	 *d(a)w(a)na
Daba Buwal *ⁿw/ma-dəwan/ maⁿduwan 

Daba *ⁿ/ma-dəwan/ maⁿdəwan
Mafa Mafa */ma-dwa/,  

*w/ma-dwa/
madəwa,  

maduwa 
Cuvok */ma-dwan-k/ > */ma-dwaŋ/ madwaŋ

Sukur Sukur */m-dwan/,  
*w/m-dwan/

mədwan,  
mudwan 

Hurza Mbuko *w/m-RED-dwan/ mədəduwan 
Mandara Podoko */ma-dwana/ madəwana 
Mofu Zulgo */ma-dwn-y-k/ 

> *y/ma-dwŋ/ mediwiŋ 
Moloko */m-dwan/ mədəwan
Muyang */ma-dwan-k/ > */ma-dwaŋ/ madwaŋ
Gemzek, Merey */ma-dwan-k/ 

> *w/ma-dwaŋ/ maduwaŋ 
Mofu-Gudur */ma-dwan-k/  

> *ⁿ/ma-dwaŋ/ maⁿdəwaŋ

Razor1	 *p(a)ɗ(a)kwa
Bata Gude *y/pɗkwa/ piɗəkwa 
Daba Mbudum *y/pɗa-ɗ/ pyɗeɗ 

Buwal *y/pdakw/ pədekw 
Daba *y/pdak/ pidek 

Mafa Cuvok *y/pdakw/ pəɗekw 
Sukur Sukur *y/pɗkʼw/,  

*yw/pɗak/
piɗikʼu,  

pidoekʼ
Hurza Mbuko *yw/pɗak/ pəɗœk 
Margi Bura *y/parkw/ perku, pyerku 
Mandara Matal *y/pɗakw/ pᵊɗyɛkw 
Mofu Mofu-Gudur *y/pɗakw/ pəɗekw 
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Lamang Lamang */paka/ paka
Higi Kamwe-Futu */pɗ-y/ pəɗi 

Bana *y/pra/ pirə 
Kirya *yw/prkw/ piruku 

Razor2	 *b(a)la 
Margi Bura *y/bal/ bel 
Mandara Mandara *y/bla/ bila 
Mofu Ouldeme, Mofu 

North, Mofu-
Gudur

*y/bla/ bila 

Zulgo *y/byla/ biyila 
Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade *y/bl/ bil 

Malgbe *y/bla/ bila 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan, Mser *y/bal/ bel 

Musgum Mbara *y/bala/ bele 

Refuse, to	 *kw(a)ra
Bata Gude *y/kara/ kaaree 

Jimi */kara-na-n/ karanən
Daba Gavar */m-kal/ > */ŋ-kal/ ŋkal
Sukur Sukur */kar/ kar
Hurza Vame */kra/ kəra
Mandara Podoko, Mandara */kwala/ kwala
Mofu Merey */kra-x/ kərah

Ouldeme */kwal/ kwal
Muyang *y/kala-y/ keley 

Lamang Hdi *w/kwl/ kul 
Lamang *w/kwal(a)/ kwol(o) 

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa */kl-ya/,  
*/kr-ya/

kəlyə,  
kəryə

Ripen, to	 *n(a)xa
Bata Gude */na/ na

Jimi */na-n/ nan
Daba Buwal, Gavar, 

Daba
*/na/ na

Mbudum */k-na/ kəna
Mafa Cuvok */nxa-y/,  

*/ma-nxa/
nəhay,  

manha
Mafa */t-nx/ > */ndx/ ⁿdəh

Sukur Sukur */nx/ nəh
Hurza Vame */t-nxa/ > */ndxa/ ⁿdəha

Mbuko */nax/ nah
Margi Bura */nɣa/ nɣa

Kilba */na/ na
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Mandara Matal */ma-nxa-y/ > */ma-xna-y/ mahᵊnay
Malgwa */na/ na

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */nx/ nəh
Ouldeme *w/nx/,  

*w/a-nx/
nuhw,  

anuhw 
Merey, Moloko */nax/ nah
Dugwor *y/m-nxa-y/ mənəhey 
Gemzek */ma-naxa/,  

*y/ma-naxa/,  
*y/ma-nax-y/

manaha,  
menehe,  
menehi 

Mada */ma-nax/,  
*/ma-naxa-y-k-n/  
> *y/ma-naxa-ŋ/

manah,  

meneheŋ 
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/nx-y/ nih(i) 

Giziga-Marva *y/m-nxa-n/,  
*/m-nxa-y-k-n/  
> *y/m-nxa-ŋ/

mənihan,  
mənihaŋ 

Higi Psikye, Bana */naka/ naka
Kotoko-Island Buduma *w/na/ no 
Kotoko-North Afade *w/na-na/ nona 

Mpade */na/ na
Malgbe *w/na-w-n/ nawun 

Kotoko-
Central

Mser *y/t-na/,  
*/naxa/

tɨna,  
naha

Kotoko-South Zina *w/w-nxa/ wunha 
Musgum Mulwi *y/n-ya/ niyi 
Gidar Gidar */a-naxa/,  

*w/a-naxa/
ənaha,  

unaha 

Roast, to	 *t(a)w(a)sa
Bata Gude */tsa/ ətsa
Margi Kilba */tas(a)/ tas(a)
Mofu Muyang */twsa-y/ tusay 

Gemzek */m-dwsa/ > */n-dwsa/ ⁿdusa 
Mofu-Gudur */ts/ təs
Dugwor */m-twas-y/ > *y/m-tsaw/ mətəsew 

Maroua Giziga-Marva */twsa/ tusa 
Lamang Hdi */fsa/ fsa

Lamang */fasa/ fasa
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa * /twsa/ > *w/tswa/ tswå

Kamwe-Futu, 
Kirya

*/twsa/ > */tswa/ tswa

Root	 *ɬ(a)r(a)ka
Bata Sharwa *y/ɬrg-y/ ɬyəryəgi 

Jimi */ɬrg-y-n/ ɬərəgin 
Gude */ɬrg-y-na/ lhərəginə 
Tsuvan *y/ɬara/ ɬere 
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Daba Buwal */RED-ɬala-y/ ɬaɬalay
Mafa Cuvok */RED-ɬala-y/ ɬaɬalay
Sukur Sukur */ɬ-y/ ɬi, ɬəi 
Hurza Mbuko */ɬla-y/ ɬəlay 

Vame *y/ɬlka/ ɬəlke 
Mandara Dghwede */ɬla/ ɬəla 

Matal *y/ɬlx/ ɬɨlih 
Mandara *y/ɬalwa/ ɬalwe 
Malgwa *y/ɬalawa/ thlalawe 
Glavda *y/ɬal-ya/ thlaliya 

Mofu Ouldeme */ɬlk-y/ > *y/ɬkl-y/ ɬikili 
Gemzek *y/ɮla/ ɮəle 
Zulgo *y/ɮla/ ɮile 
Merey */ɮla-y/ ɮəlay 
Dugwor */RED-ɮla-y/ ɮəɮəlay 
Moloko */ɬla-y/ ɬəlay 
Mofu North */ɬfa-y/ ɬəfay 
Mofu-Gudur */RED-ɬala-y/ ɬaɬalay

Maroua Mbazla *y/slk-y/,  
*y/tsalk-y/,  
*y/xlk-y/

ʃilki,  
tʃelki,  
hiliki 

Giziga-Marva, 
Giziga-
Muturwa

*/RED-ɬalak(a)/ ɬaɬalak(a)

Lamang Lamang */ɬrk-y-n / > */ɬrk-n-y/ > 
*/ɬrŋ-y/

 
ɬərŋi 

Hdi */ɬrk-n / > */ɬrŋ/ ɬərəŋ 
Higi Psikye *w/ɬg-w/ ɬugu 

Bana *y/xl-y-RED-k-na/  
> *y/xl-y-ly-ŋa/

 
xyililiŋə 

Kirya */ɬrg-y-na/ > *y/ɬrŋga/ ɬɨrŋga 
Kamwe-Nkafa */ɬr-na/ thlərəna, 

thərna 
Gidar Gidar */ɬalwa-ya/ ɬalwaya

Rope, string	 *z(a)w(a)ɗa
Bata Sharwa */zʔa/ zəʼə 

Gude */zawʔa/ > */zaʔwa/ zaʼwa 
Tera Tera *w/za/ zo 
Sukur Sukur *y/zɓ-y/ ʒiɓi 
Hurza Vame */a-zway/ azəway

Mbuko */zaway/ zaway
Margi Bura */swa/,  

*w/swa/
sua,  

suwa 
Kilba * y/sʔ-y/ siʼi

Mandara Mandara, Malgwa */zawa/ zawa
Glavda */zaw(a)/ zaw, zawa
Dghwede */zaɓa/ zapʼa
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Mofu Merey *yw/zwaɗ/ zuweɗ 
Mofu North *y/zwaɗ/ zəweɗ 
Mofu-Gudur *y/zawaɗ/ zeweɗ 
Dugwor *y/a-zawad/ azewed 
Moloko *y/a-zawaɗ/ ezeweɗ 

Maroua Mbazla *y/zwy-k-n/ > *y/zwy-ŋ/,  
*yw/zwy-k-n/ > *yw/zwy-ŋ/

ʒiwiŋ,  
žwiwiŋ 

Giziga-Marva *y/a-zawaɗ/ azeweɗ 
Lamang Lamang *w/zwy/ zuwi 

Hdi */zwʔ-y/ zuʼi 
Higi Bana */zwʔa/ > */zʔwa/ zəʔwə

Kirya */zw/ zəw
Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Psikye
*/zwa/ zəwə

Kamwe-Futu *y/zwa/ ziwə 
Kotoko-North Mpade *y/sara/ sare

Malgbe *y/sa/ se 
Kotoko-

Central

Mser *y/ saɗa/,  
*y/saɗa/

saɗɨ,  
saɗe 

Run, to	 *x(a)w(a)ya
Bata Jimi */xwy-n/ huyən 
Daba Mbudum */xy/ hi 

Buwal *y/xay/ hey 
Mafa Mafa */xa/ ha

Cuvok */xway/ hway 
Sukur Sukur */xwy/,  

*w/xwy/
hui,  

huwi 
Hurza Mbuko */xaw/ haw
Margi Bura, Kilba, 

Margi-South
*/xwy/ hwi 

Margi */wy/ wi 
Mandara Matal *w/ma-xwaya-y/ mahwɔyay 
Mofu Merey */xway/ hway 

Dugwor, Mofu 
North

*/ma-xway/ mahway 

Lamang Hdi */xwaya-y/ hwayay 
Higi Kirya */xwy-y/ hwyi 

Psikye *y/xwa/ xwe 
Kamwe-Nkafa *y/RED-xwa/ hwehwə 
Kamwe-Futu *w/RED-xa/ hoho 

Scorpion	 *x(a)r(a)dza
Bata Tsuvan *y/xrda-k-n/ hərdekən 

Sharwa */arda/ ardə
Gude */ard-RED-na/ arədədənə
Jimi *y/radz-n/ redzən 
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Daba Daba *y/rd-y/ irdi 
Gavar *y/rdz-y/ rədʒi 
Buwal *y/radza/ redʒe 

Mafa Mafa */varadza/ varadza
Cuvok */rats/ rats

Sukur Sukur */m-brda-y/ mbərdai 
Hurza Mbuko *y/radza/ redʒe 
Margi Bura *y/xd-y/ hidi 

Kilba *y/da/ ida 
Mandara Matal *y/lz/ aliʒ 

Mandara *y/rdza/ erdze 
Malgwa */rdza/ ərdza
Glavda */rd͡za/,  

*/rd/
ard͡za,  

ard
Podoko *ⁿ/radza/ raⁿdza

Mofu Muyang */ma-rda/ > *ⁿ/a-dra/ aⁿdra
Ouldeme */arda/ arda
Dugwor *y/arda/ arəde 
Zulgo *y/xrda/ hirde 
Gemzek *y/xrda-RED/ hərdede 
Merey *y/xrda-RED/ hərdəde 
Moloko */xarats/ harats
Mofu-Gudur */arats/ arats

Maroua Mbazla *y/ʔars/,  
*y/ ʔarats/

ʼariʃ,  
ʼaretʃ 

Giziga-Marva *y/ʔaratsa/ ʼaratʃe 
Lamang Lamang */rda/ arda, ərda, rda

Hdi */rda/ rda, rəda
Musgum Vulum, Mulwi *yw/xrd-w/ hɨrduu 

Mbara */xrt-y-wa/ > *w/xrt-wa-y/ hurtuway 
Muskum *w/xrt/ hurut 

Gidar Gidar *y/xrz-ya/ hərziya 

See, to	 *n(a)ɣa
Bata Jimi */m-ng-n/ > */n-ŋg-n/ nəᵑgən  

Gude *y/naa/ nee 
Tera Tera */na/ na
Mandara Malgwa */na/ na

Glavda *y/nɣ-ga/ nɨʁga 
Matal */ma-nɣa-y/ > *n/ma-nŋa-y/ manᵊŋay
Podoko */naka/ naka
Mandara */naxa/ naha

Mofu Mofu North *y/ma-nka-y/ menəkey
Mofu-Gudur */nk/ nək

Maroua Mbazla */nax-y-ʔ/ nahiʼ 
Lamang Lamang */nɣa/ nɣa

Hdi */nɣa-y/ nəɣay
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Higi Bana *y/nɣa/ niɣə 
Kirya */na/ nə
Kamwe-Nkafa */n-na/ nənə
Psikye */nwa/,  

*y/na-ka/
nəwə,  

nake 
Kamwe-Futu *y/naga/ negə 

Send, to	 *ɬ(a)na
Daba Gavar, Daba */ɮn/ ɮən
Mafa Mafa */ɮn-y-t-k/ > *y/ɮn-k-t/  

> *y/ɮŋg-d/
 

ɮiᵑgd 
Cuvok */ɮra/,  

*/ɮar/
ɮəra,  

ɮar 
Hurza Vame */ɬna/ ɬəna 

Mbuko */ɬan/ ɬan
Margi Bura *y/ɬan-ta/,  

*y/xan-ta/
ɬenta,  

hyenta 
Mandara Matal */ma-ɬla-y/ maɬəlay
Mofu Ouldeme, Zulgo, 

Merey, Mofu-
Gudur

*/ɬr/ ɬər

Mada */ma-ɬla/ maɬla
Dugwor *y/m-ɬra-y/ məɬərey 
Gemzek *y/ma-ɬra/ meɬəre 
Moloko */ɬar/ ɬar

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/ɬn/ ɬin 
Giziga-Marva */ɬn-y-k-na/ > *y/ɬŋ-na/ ɬəŋne 

Kotoko-North Mpade */tsam-y-ʔ/ > *y/tsʔam/ tʃʼam 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/ɬn-y/,  
*y/ɬm-ʔ/, > *y/ɬʔm/,  
*yw/ɬm-ʔw-n/ > *yw/ɬʔm-
w-n/

ɬɨni,  
ɬʼɨm,  
ɬʼɨmwun 

Mser *y/sn/,  
*/sam-ʔ/ > */sʔam/

sɨn,  
sʼam

Kotoko-South Mazera *y/sna/ sɨne 
Musgum Mulwi *y/ɬn-y/ ɬɨni 
Gidar Gidar */wa-ɬna/ wəɬəna

Seven1	 *m(a)ɗ(a)fa
Bata Gude */mɗfə/ məɗəfə

Jimi */m-brf-y-k-n/  
> */m-brf-y-ŋ/ mbərəfiŋ 

Tera Tera */mɗf-w/ > */mfwɗ/  
> */mmwt/

 
mmut 

Ga’anda */mɗ-w/ > */mwɗ/ muɗ 
Sukur Sukur */maɗaf/ maɗaf
Margi Bura *w/mrfa/ murfa 

Margi-South */mdfa-w/ mədəfau 
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Mandara Matal */mɗf/ mᵊɗ ᵊf
Glavda *yw/wɗfa/ uːɗyɨfa
Podoko */maɗfa/ maɗəfa

Lamang Lamang */lfa-k-na/ > */lfa-ŋa/ lfaŋa
Hdi */mdfa-k-n/ > */ndfa-ŋ/, 

*/mdsa-k-n/ > */ndsa-ŋ/
ndfaŋ,  

ndsaŋ
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *nw/m-brf-gə/ mburfuᵑgə 

Kamwe-Futu *nw/m-brfa-ga/ mbrfaᵑgo 
Kirya *ny/m-brf-g/ mbirfəᵑg 
Psikye *n/m-brfa-k/ mbərəfaŋ 
Bana *n/m-brf-k/ mbərf(ə)ŋ 

Seven2	 *t(a)s(a)r(a)ɗa
Daba Daba *y/tsasaraɗ/ tʃesereɗ 
Mafa Cuvok */tasla/ tasla

Mafa */tsaraɗ/ tsaraɗ
Mofu Moloko *y/ssra/ səsəre 

Ouldeme */ssla/ səsəla
Zulgo, Gemzek */tsla/ təsəla
Dugwor, Mofu 

North
*/tsla/ tsəla

Muyang */a-dsla-k/ > */a-dskla/ adəskəla
Merey */tasla/ tasəla
Mofu-Gudur */ma-asala/ maasala

Shame1	 *z(a)r(a)wa
Sukur Sukur */slə-y/ sələy
Margi Bura *y/sl-y/ sili 
Mandara Malgwa *y/zrwa/ ʒirwe 

Podoko *y/zrwa/ ʒɨrəwa 
Glavda *y/zrwa/,  

*y/zr/
ʒirwa,  

žir 
Matal *yw/zrw-y/ ʒɪrʉwi 
Mandara *y/zarawa/ ʒerewe 

Mofu Muyang *y/zrw-y/ zirwi 
Lamang Lamang */zrw-y/ zrwi 
Musgum Vulum *y/syar/ siyer 

Shame2	 *xw(a)ra
Daba Daba *y/wal-y/ weli 
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */xwara-y/ hwaray
Hurza Mbuko */wara-y/ waray
Mofu Merey, Mofu-

Gudur
*/xwara-y/ hwaray

Dugwor *w/xwara-y/ hworay 
Gemzek *w/xwara/ horo 
Zulgo */xwar-wa/ hwarwa
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Lamang Hdi, Lamang *w/xwla/ hula 
Gidar Gidar *y/wl-y/ wɨli 

Sheep	 *t(a)ma
Daba Daba *w/tm-k/ tumuk 

Buwal */m-k-tma-y-k/  
> *y/ŋ-tma-k/ ŋtəmek 

Gavar */m-k-tsma-y-k/  
> *y/ŋ-tsma-k/ ŋtʃimek 

Mbudum */m-ta-y-k/ > *y/n-ta-k/ ntek 
Mafa Cuvok */tma-k/ təmak

Mafa *n/taba-k/ tambak
Tera Tera */m-dɓa-k-n/ > */n-dɓa-ŋ/ ⁿdəɓaŋ
Hurza Mbuko */tma-n/ təman

Vame *n/tba-k/ təmbak
Mandara Matal */twa-k-n/ > *w/twa-ŋ/ tᵘwaŋ 

Glavda */tw-w/, 
*/tw-ɣwa/

tuu,  
tuʁwa 

Dghwede *yw/tw-ga/ tuwige 
Podoko */ta-gwa/ tagwa
Mandara *y/tawa/ kyawe 
Malgwa *y/tawa/ kyewe 

Mofu Moloko, Dugwor */tma-k/ təmak
Gemzek */tma-k-n > */tma-ŋ/ təmaŋ
Ouldeme *n/tba-k/ təmbak
Merey, Mofu 

North,  
Mofu-Gudur

*/tɓa-k-n > */tɓa-ŋ/ təɓaŋ

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/tma-n/ tumon 
Mbazla */tma-k/ təmak

Lamang Lamang *w/twa-ka/ tuwaka 
Hdi *w/twa-k/ tuwak 

Higi Kirya, Bana *n/tb-k(a)/ təmbək(ə)
Psikye */tm-w/ təmu 

Musgum Vulum *y/a-dma/ adme 
Mbara *y/dma/ dima 
Muskum *y/tma/ tɨma 

Gidar Gidar *y/tma/ time 

Shoulder/upper arm	 *p(a)ɮa
Daba Gavar *y/ma-pala-RED-k-n/ >  

*y/ma-pala-la-ŋ/
mapeleleŋ 

Mafa Mafa *y/RED-paɬ/ peɬpeɬ 
Sukur Sukur */ta-paɬ/ tapaɬ
Hurza Mbuko */baɮa/ baɮa

Vame *y/RED-paɬ/ peɬpeɬ 
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Margi Bura */paɬa-xa/ paɬaha
*/paɬa-x-w/ patlahu 

Margi-South */RED-paɮa/ papaɮa
Kilba */paɬ-ka/ paɬəka

Mandara Glavda */a-ça/,  
*/a-paça/ > */a-çapa/

aça,  
açapa

Matal */dza-baɬa/ dzabaɬa
Mandara *y/na-RED-xapa/ nahyapehyape 
Malgwa *y/na-xapa/,  

*y/la-xapa/
nahyepe,  

lahyepe 
MOFU Mofu-Gudur *y/RED-paɬ/ pepeɬ 

Ouldeme *y/m-RED-paɬ/ məpepeɬ 
Mada */a-x-paɬ/ ahpaɬ
Muyang */x-paɬ/ həpaɬ

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/RED-paɮ/ pepeɮ 
Giziga-Marva */baɮa/ baɮa

Lamang Lamang */ɣ-badza-ka/ ɣbadzaka
Hdi */badza-ga/ badzaga

Higi Kirya */RED-baɮa/,  
*/pla/

babaɮa,  
pəla ‘hand’

Kamwe-Nkafa */baɮa/ baɮa
Bana */baɮ-y/ baɮi 
Kamwe-Futu */m-baɮa/ mbaɮa 

Kotoko-North Afade *y/m-bla/ mbɨla 
Mpade, Malgbe, 

Maltam
*/m-bala/ mbala

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan, Mser */m-pala/ mpala

Sit/stay, to	 *dz(a)ka
Bata Gude */m-dzaa/ > */n-dzaa/ ⁿdzaa 

Jimi */m-dza-n/ > */n-dza-n/ ⁿdzan 
Tsuvan */m-zak-n/ > */n-zak-n/ nzakən

Daba Mbudum *y/dza/ dʒa 
Buwal, Gavar, 

Daba
*/m-dza-y/ > *y/n-dza/ ⁿdʒa 

Mafa Mafa */m-dza/ > */n-dza/ ⁿdza
Cuvok *y/m-dzax/, > *y/n-dzax/,  

*y/m-dzaxa-y/  
> *y/n-dzaxa-y/

ⁿdʒaha,  
 
ⁿdʒahay

Sukur Sukur */m-za/ > */n-za/,  
*/m-za-y/ > *y/n-za/

nza,  
inza 

Hurza Mbuko */m-zaha-y/ > */n-zaha-y/ nzahay
Margi Bura */n-z-y/ nzi
Mandara Matal */RED-ma-dza-y/ madzᵊmadzay

Podoko */m-dza/ > */n-dza/ ⁿdza
Mandara, Malgwa */m-dza-y/ > *y/n-dza/ ⁿdʒa 
Glavda */m-dz-y-ga/ > *y/n-dz-ga/ ⁿd͡zɨga 
Dghwede  *y/RED-n-dz-ga/ ⁿdzəgiⁿdzəge
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Mofu Ouldeme */m-zaka-k-n/ > */n-zaka-ŋ/ nzakaŋ
Zulgo, Gemzek */m-dza/ > */n-dza/ ⁿdza 
Merey */m-dza-y/ > */n-dza-y/ ⁿdzay 
Mofu-Gudur */m-dz-y/ > *y/n-dz/ ⁿdʒ 
Moloko */m-dza-y/ > *y/n-dza/ ⁿdʒe 
Dugwor *ny/ma-dza-y/ maⁿdʒay 
Mofu North *ny/ma-dza-y/ meⁿdzey

Lamang Lamang */m-dza/ > */n-dza/,  
*/m-za/ > */n-za/

ndza, 
nza

Hdi */m-za-kwa/ > *w/n-za-kwa/ nzaku 
Higi Psikye */m-za/ > */n-za/ nza

Kamwe-Futu, 
Kirya

*/m-dza/ > */n-dza/ ⁿdza 

Bana */m-dz-y/ > */n-dz-y/ ndzi 

Six1	 *k(a)w(a)xa
Bata Gude *w/kwa/ kuwa 

Jimi */m-kwa/ > *w/n-ka/ ənko 
Daba Mbudum */m-kwx/ > */ŋ-kwx/ ŋ̩kuh 

Buwal, Gavar */m-kwax/ > */ŋ-kwax/ ŋkwah 
Daba *w/kax/ koh 

Mafa Mafa *w/ma-kwa/ mokwa 
Cuvok */ma-kwa/ makwa 

Sukur Sukur */m-kwa/,  
*w/m-kwa/

məkwa,  
mukwa 

Margi Bura */m-kwa/ > */n-kwa/ nkwa 
Margi-South */kwa/ kwa 

Mandara Matal *w/m-kwa/ mᵘkwa 
Podoko *w/m-kwa/ məkuwa
Malgwa */m-kwa-y/ > *yw/n-kwa/ unkwe
Glavda */m-kwaxa/ > *w/ŋ-kwaxa/ uŋkwaxa

Mofu Moloko *w/m-ka/ məko 
Merey */m-kwa/ məkwa 
Mofu North *w/m-kwa/ mukwa 
Ouldeme, 

Muyang
*w/m-kw/ muku 

Dugwor *w/m-kaw/ mukow 
Mofu-Gudur *w/maa-kaw/ maakwaw 

Lamang Lamang */m-kwa/,  
*w/m-kwa/

mkwa, mkuwa 

Hdi *w/m-kwʔ/,  
*/m-kwʔ/ > */m-ʔkw/

mukuʼ,  
məʼku

Higi Kamwe-Futu */m-kwaga/ > *nw/n-kwaga/ nkwaᵑgo 
Kamwe-Nkafa */m-kwaga/ > *n/n-kwaga/ nkwaᵑgə 
Psikye */m-kwaga/ > *n/n-kwaga/ ŋkwaŋə 
Kirya *n/kwag/ kwaᵑg 
Bana *n/kwag/ kwaŋ 
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Six2	 *ɬ(a)ra
Musgum Mbara *y/ɬra/ ɬira 

Vulum */ɬaara/ ɬaara
Gidar Gidar *y/ɬra/ ɬəre, ɬre 

Six3	 *m(a)rk(a)ɗa
Hurza Mbuko */m-brka/ mbərka 

Vame */marka/ marka
Maroua Giziga-Marva *y/markɗ/ merkiɗ 

Mbazla *y/markə/,  
*y/markaʔ/

merki,  
mɛrkɛʼ

Giziga-Muturwa *y/markaɗ(a)/ merkeɗ(e) 

Skin	 *x(a)b(a)ra
Mafa Cuvok */m-bal/ mbal 
Hurza Mbuko *n/a-bar/ ambar
Mofu Merey */m-bal/ mbal 

Ouldeme, 
Muyang, 
Gemzek

*n/abl/ ambəl

Moloko *n/xabar/ hambar
Dugwor, Mofu-

Gudur, Mada
*n/abal/ ambal

Lamang Lamang */xwta/ xwta 
Hdi */xwta/ xuta 

Higi Bana */m-bl/ mbəl 
Musgum Vulum */ma-xbr-y/ > *y/xambr/ > 

*y/amr/
 

amɨr 

Smell bad/stink, to	 *z(a)ya
Daba Gavar, Daba */m-dzy/ > *y/n-dzy/ ⁿdʒi 
Tera Tera *y/zy/ ʒi 
Mandara Matal */ma-zya-na/ > *y/ma-znay/ maʒᶦnay 
Mofu Mofu-Gudur */z/ z

Muyang *w/z/,  
*/zy/

zʉ,  
zi 

Ouldeme */zy/ zi 
Moloko, Zulgo, 

Merey
*y/za/ ze 

Dugwor */ma-zay/ mazay
Gemzek *y/ma-za/ meze 
Mofu North *y/ma-zay/ mezey 
Mada */ma-RED-zay-k-na/ >  

*y/ma-RED-zay-ŋa/
 

mezʒeŋa 
Lamang Lamang *y/zya/ ziya 

Hdi *y/zy/,  
*y/zya-ʔ/ > *y/zʔya/

zii,  
ziʼya 
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Spit, to	 *t(a)fa
Bata Bata */tf/ təf

Gude *y/tf-y/ tifi 
Jimi *yw/taf-n/ tefwən 

Daba Daba *y/tf/ tif 
Gavar */m-k-tf-y/ > *y/ŋ-tf/ ŋtif 
Buwal */m-k-taf-y/ > *y/ŋ-taf/ ŋtef 

Mafa Mafa */m-dzf-y/ > *y/n-dzf/ ndʒif 
Sukur Sukur *y/tfa/ tifa 
Hurza Mbuko *y/tfa/ təfe 

Vame *y/tfa/ tifa 
Margi Kilba */tfa/ təfa

Bura *y/tfa/,  
*y/tfw/

tifa,  
tifu 

Mandara Podoko */tfa/ təfa
Matal *y/ma-tf-la/ mæQtyfla 

Mofu Mofu-Gudur, 
Merey

*/tf/ təf

Moloko */taf/ taf
Dugwor *y/m-tfa-y/ mətəfey 
Mofu North *y/ma-tfa-y/ metəfey 
Gemzek *y/ma-tafa-y/ metefe 

Maroua Mbazla *w/tf-w/ tufu 
Lamang Lamang */tf/ təf 

Hdi */tfa-y/ təfay 
Higi Bana */tfa/ tfə 

Kirya */m-tfa/ > */n-tfa/ ntəfə 
Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Kamwe-Futu
*/m-tv-y/ > *y/n-tv-y/ ntivi 

Kotoko-North Mpade *y/tafa/ tafɨ 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/tfa-l/,  
*y/tf-w/,  
*yw/tf-w-n/

tɨfel,  
tifu,  
tɨfɨwun 

Mser *y/tafa/ tafɨ 
Musgum Mbara *w/tf/ tuf 

Spitting cobra	 *gw(a)van
Daba Mbudum */gwavan-k/ > *w/gwavaŋ/ ɡovoŋ 

Daba *w/gwavam/ govom 
Mafa Cuvok */gwvan-k/ > *w/gwvaŋ/ guvaŋ 
Hurza Mbuko *w/gw-l-gwvan/ gulguvon 

Vame */gavan-k/ > */gavaŋ/ gavaŋ
Mofu Ouldeme, 

Muyang, 
Zulgo, Gemzek

*/gavan-k/ > */gavaŋ/ gavaŋ 

Mofu North */gwavan-k/ > */gwavaŋ/ gwavaŋ 
Mofu-Gudur */gwavan-kw/ > */gwavaŋw/ gwavaŋw 
Dugwor *w/gw-l-gavan/ golgavan

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/gwavan/ govon 
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Lamang Lamang */l-kaf(a)/ lkaf- 
Higi Bana */gwavan-k/ > */gwavaŋ/ gwavaŋ 

Steal, to/theft/thief	 *kw(a)r(a)ya
Bata Tsuvan */a-xlya/ > *y/a-xlla/ ahəlle 

Bata *y/xr/ hɨr 
Jimi */xr-n/ hərən
Gude */xara/ harə
Sharwa */xar/, 

*/ma-xara/,  
*/ma-xarʔ-ka/

har,  
maharə,  
maharəʼəkə

Daba Gavar */m-xl/ > */ŋ-xl/ ŋhəl
Mbudum *y/m-xl/,  

*/xly/ > */xyl/
mihil, mihəl,  

hil 
Daba, Mazagway 

Hidi
*/xl/ həl

Buwal */m-xaly/ > *y/ŋ-xal/ ŋhel 
Mafa Cuvok */kra-w/,  

*y/kray/
kəraw,  

kərey 
Tera Tera *w/m-wra/ muura
Sukur Sukur */kr/ kər
Hurza Mbuko */kra/,  

*/a-kar/
kəra,  

akar
Vame */a-kar/ akar

Margi Bura */xlya/ > */xyla/ hila 
Margi-South */xl/ həl
Kilba */xla/ həla

Mandara Mandara */lya/ > */yla/ ila 
Malgwa *y/m-kla/ > */ŋ-la/, 

*/na-m-kla-y/ >  
*y/na-ŋ-la/

ŋəla,  
naŋəle 

Glavda */g/,  
*/gla/,  
*y/ɣl-ga/

g,  
gla,  
ʁɨlᵊga 

Dghwede *y/gla/ gəle 
Mofu Merey */kla/ kəla

Zulgo */a-kl/ akəl
Gemzek */a-kl/,  

*y/ma-kla/
akəl,  

mekəle 
Dugwor *y/m-n-klay/ mənəkəley 
Mofu North *yw/ma-xwlay/ mehuley 
Mofu-Gudur */RED-la/ lal
Moloko */a-kar/ akar
Ouldeme */a-kal/,  

*/m-kal/,  
*/n-kal/,  
*/ma-xal/

akal,  
məkal,  
nəkal,  
mahal

Mada */a-k-kal/,  
*/ma-lay/

akkal,  
malay

Moloko */karay/ karay
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Maroua Giziga-Muturwa,  
Giziga-Marva

*w/xwl/ hul 

Mbazla */lay/,  
*/a-lai-ʔ/

lay,  
alaiʼ

Lamang Lamang */ɣlya/ > */ɣyla/,  
*y/ɣly/

ɣila,  
ɣili 

Hdi */ɣaly/ ɣali 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Bana
*/ɣly/ ɣəli 

Kirya */ɣla/ ɣələ
Kamwe-Futu *y/ɣra/,  

*y/ɣra/
ɣirə,  

ɣire 
Kotoko-North Afade *y/xʔy/ hiʔi 

Malgbe *w/xyra/ hiru
Mpade */xaɗy/ haɗi

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *w/m-s-xwy/ musxui 

Mser *y/m-ɣay/ > *y/n-ɣay/ nɣey 
Kotoko-South Zina */a-xl/ ahəl

Mazera */laya/ > *y/yala/ yale 
Musgum Vulum */m-xly/ > *y/m-xyl/ mihil 
Gidar Gidar */a-xala/,  

*y/a-xala/,  
*/a-xalya/ > */a-yxala/

əhala,  
ɨhala,  
ɨɨhala

Suck, to	 *s(a)wɓa
Bata Gude *y/sɓa/ ʃiɓə 

Sharwa *y/sɓ/ ʃəɓ 
Daba Daba *y/saɓ/ seɓ 

Gavar *y/saɓ/ ʃeɓ 
Mbudum *y/RED-saɓ/ səseɓ 
Buwal *y/RED-saɓ/ seseɓ

Mafa Mafa *w/RED-sawɓ/ >  
*w/sa-swɓ/

 
sosuɓ 

Cuvok */RED-saɓa/ > */sa-sɓa/ sasɓa
Hurza Mbuko *yw/RED-saɓ/ susœɓ 
Margi Kilba *y/sɓa/ ʃiɓa 
Mandara Podoko */sɓa-y/ > *y/ɓsa/ ɓiʃe 

Dghwede */tswɓa/ > */ɓwtsa/ pʼutsa 
Mofu Merey */RED-swɓ/ susuɓ 

Ouldeme */sɓa-y/ səɓay 
Moloko *w/saɓ/ soɓ 
Mofu-Gudur */RED-sa/ sasə
Zulgo  */RED-sawɓa/ >  

*/sa-swɓa/
 

sasuɓa
Dugwor *yw/m-saɓa-y/ məsoɓey
Mofu North  *y/ma-RED-saɓa-y/ >  

*y/ma-sa-sɓa-y/
 

mesesəɓey
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Maroua Giziga-Marva */swɓa/ suɓa 
Mbazla */RED-swɓ-y/ susuɓi 

Lamang Hdi */sɓa-y/ > *y/ɓsa-y/ ɓisay 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa,  

Kamwe-Futu
*/sɓ-y/ > *y/ɓs-y/ ɓisi 

Psikye */m-sɓa-y/ > *y/m-ɓsa/ mɓisə 
Bana */sɓa/ > */ɓsa/,  

*y/sɓa/,  
*y/RED-sɓa/

ɓ(ə)sə,  
ʃiɓə,  
ʃiʃəɓə 

Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/RED-tsawɓ/ >  
*y/tsa-tsaɓw/

 
tʃetʃaɓu 

Kotoko-North Afade */swʔf/ > *ʔw/sfw/ sʼufu 
Mpade */sawfʔ/ > *ʔ/safw/,  

*ʔy/safa/
sʼafu,  

sʼafɨ 
Malgbe *ʔy/safa/ sʼafɨ 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan * /swfʔ-n/ > *ʔyw/sfw-n/ sʼɨfuwun 

Mser *ʔy/safa/,  
*/m-safʔa-y/ > *ʔy/n-safa/

sʼafɨ,  
nsʼafɨ 

Musgum Vulum *w/RED-sɓ-y/ sʉsʉɓi 
Gidar Gidar *w/a-RED-swɓa/ əssuɓo 

Sun	 *p(a)ta
Bata Sharwa */fta/ fətə

Jimi *y/ft-n/ fitən 
Tsuvan *y/fata/ fete 

Daba Mbudum *y/ps/ pis 
Gavar *y/ps/ piʃ 
Daba *y/pts/ pitʃ 
Buwal *y/pas/ pes 

Mafa Mafa */pats/ pats 
Cuvok */pas/ pas 

Tera Tera */fɗa/ fəɗa 
Sukur Sukur *y/ps/ pis 
Hurza Mbuko */pats/ pats 

Vame */a-pas/ apas 
Margi Bura *y/ptsy/ ptʃi 

Margi-South, 
Kilba

*y/ptsy/ pətʃi 

Mandara Dghwede *y/ftsa/ fitʃe 
Podoko */patsa/ patsa 
Matal */a-fats/ afats 
Glavda */yfats-ya/,  

*y/d-vats-ya/
fatʃiya,  

dvatʃiya 
Malgwa *y/vats-ya/ vatʃiya 
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Mofu Ouldeme, 
Muyang, 
Moloko, Zulgo, 
Gemzek

*/fat/ fat

Dugwor */pat/ pat
Merey */x-pat/ həpat 
Mofu North */pas/ pas 
Mofu-Gudur */pas/,  

*/RED-pas/
pas,  

papas
Maroua Giziga-Marva, 

Mbazla
*/pas/ pas

Lamang Lamang *y/ft-y/ fiti 
Hdi *y/ft-y-k/ fitik 

Higi Bana *y/ftsa/,  
*y/vts-y/

ftʃa,  
vtʃi 

Kirya, Psikye *y/vts-y/ vətʃi 
Kamwe-Futu *y/vts-y/ vitʃi 
Kamwe-Nkafa *y/vats-y/ vetʃi 

Kotoko-South Mazera *y/fatsa/ fatʃa 
Zina *y/a-vatsa/ avatʃa 

Musgum Vulum, Mulwi *yw/fta-y/ futii 
Mbara *w/fta-y/ futay 
Muskum */fasa/ fasa

Swallow1, to	 *da
Bata Gude */n-da/ ⁿda 

Jimi */n-da-n/ ⁿdan 
Sukur Sukur */n-da-m/ ⁿdam 
Mandara Mandara, 

Malgwa
*y/n-da/ ⁿde 

Glavda */n-d-ga/ ⁿdᵊga 
Mofu Mofu-Gudur */n-d/ ⁿd

Zulgo *y/n-da/ ⁿde 
Mofu North *ny/ma-da-y/ meⁿdey 
Moloko */n-da-wa-y/ ⁿdaway 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva

*/n-d-y/ ⁿdi 

Lamang Lamang */n-da/ ⁿda 
Hdi */n-da-y/ ⁿday 

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 
Kirya

*/n-da/ ⁿda 

Swallow2, to	 *s(a)ɗ(a)ka
Mafa Mafa */sɗk/ səɗək

Cuvok */sɗaka/ səɗaka
Hurza Mbuko */sɗak/ səɗak
Mandara Podoko */tsɗxə/ tsəɗəhə
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Mofu Mofu-Gudur *w/sɗk/ səɗkw

Gemzek *y/ma-sɗka/,  
*/a-sɗak/,  
*/sɗak/

mesəɗke,  
asəɗak,  
səɗak

Mofu North */sɗak/ səɗak
Merey */sɗaka/ səɗaka
Moloko * y/sɗak/ səɗek 
Dugwor *y/m-sɗaka-y/ məsəɗekey 

Gidar Gidar */sɗka/ əsɗəka

Tail	 *kw(a)t(a)ra
Bata Sharwa *yw/xwtra/ hutɨrə 
Daba Buwal *yw/kwtal/ kutel 

Mazagway Hidi *y/kwatr/ kwetir 
Mafa Mafa *w/ftar/ futor 

Cuvok */xwadar/ hwadar
Sukur Sukur *w/tr/ tur 
Hurza Mbuko *yw/gwtar/ guter 

Vame *yw/kwtar/ kuter, kwiter 
Mandara Podoko */ftla/ fətəla

Dghwede *y/xwtla/ xwtəle 
Glavda */xwtla-y/ > *y/xwkla/,  

*/xwçə/
xukyla,  

xwçə
Mandara *yw/ktara/,  

*yw/gdara/,  
*y/katal-ya/

uktere,  
ugdere,  
katalia 

Malgwa *y/gatal-ya/ gataliya 
Mofu Ouldeme */a-ftl/ aftəl

Muyang *w/xwtl/ hutul 
Merey *yw/xwtal/ hutel 
Gemzek *yw/gwtal/ gutel 
Dugwor *y/m-tal/ mətel 
Mofu-Gudur *ny/gwadal/,  

*ny/gwadal/ > yn/dagwal/
gweⁿdel,  

deŋgwel
Moloko *y/xwtar/ hwəter 

Lamang Lamang *y/xwtr-y/ hwtiri 
Hdi *w/xwtr/ hutur 

Higi Kirya */wtla/ > */twla/ twələ
Musgum Mbara *nw/xwtl/ huntul 

Vulum *y/gɗar/ giɗer 

Tamarind tree	 *b(a)w(a)r(a)na
Bata Tsuvan *y/m-bwrna/ mburne 

Jimi */m-balan/ mbalan 
Mafa Mafa *w/m-bwram/ mburom 

Cuvok */m-blam/ mbəlam 
Tera Tera */m-brn/ mbərən 
Sukur Sukur */m-blm/ mbələm 
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Margi Bura */m-bwla/ mbula 
Kilba */m-bla/ mbəla 
Margi-South */m-bla/,  

*y/m-bla/
mbəla,  

mbila 
Mandara Podoko */m-bwla/ mbula 

Matal */a-mr/ amᵊr
Glavda */a-w/, *w/a-war/ aw, awuɾa 
Mandara *y/wra/ ure 
Malgwa *y/wra/ ure, uure 

Mofu Gemzek */m-bwlar/,  
*w/m-bwlar/

mbular,  
mbulor

Dugwor *w/m-blar/ mbəlor
Merey */m-blar/,  

*w/m-bwlar/
ᵐbəlar,  

mbulor 
Zulgo, Mofu 

North
*/m-blar/ mbəlar 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga- 
Marva

*/m-bwlam/ mbulam 

Mbazla */m-blan-k/ > */m-blaŋ/ mbəlaŋ 
Lamang Lamang */m-blama/ mblama

Hdi */m-blam/ mbəlam 
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Kamwe-Futu
*/m-bwla/ mbula 

Kirya */m-blan-k/ > */m-blaᵑg/ mbəlaᵑg 
Bana */m-blan-k/ > */m-blaŋ/ mb(ə)laŋ 

Ten	 *kw(a)n(a)ma
Mafa Mafa *w/kwla/ kula 

Cuvok *w/kwraw/ kuraw 
Tera Ga’anda *w/kwm/ kum 

Tera */gwan-g/ > */gwaᵑg/ gwaᵑg
Sukur Sukur */wan-k/ > */waŋ/ waŋ
Hurza Mbuko *w/kwra/ kuro 
Margi Bura *w/kwma/ kuma 

Margi-South *w/kwma-w/ kumou 
Mandara Glavda */kl/ kəl

Matal *w/kwl(w)/ kᵘl(u) 
Glavda */klaawa/ klaːwa
Mandara *y/kalawa/ kelawa 

Mofu Ouldeme *w/kwlw/ kulu 
Muyang */krw/ kru 
Moloko *w/kra/ kəro 
Gemzek, Merey *w/kwra/ kuro 
Zulgo *w/kwrwa/ kurwa 
Mofu North, 

Mofu-Gudur
*w/kwraw/ kuraw 

Dugwor *w/kwraw/ kurow 

9781009346399mem01_p1-134.indd   120 27/09/23   4:27 PM



121Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/kwrw/ kuru 
Mbazla *w/kwrw/,  

*w/kwrw-ʔ/
kuru,  

kuruʼ
Giziga-Muturwa *w/kwrw-ʔw kuruʼu

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */ɣwan-k(a)/ > */ɣwaŋ(a)/ ɣwaŋ(a)
Higi Kirya *w/gwm/ gum 

Kamwe-Nkafa, 
Kamwe- 
Futu

*nw/gmə/ > *nw/mgə/ muᵑgə 

Psikye *n/gma/ > *n/mga/ məŋ(ə)
Bana *n/gm/ > *n/mg/ məŋ

Kotoko-Island Buduma */x-kan/ həkan
Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade, 

Malgbe
*/kan/ kan

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan */x-kan/ xkan

Mser */kan/ kan

Thorn	 *d(a)yka
Bata Gude */dxa/ dəha 

Sharwa */dxa/ dəhə 
Mafa Mafa */va-tak/ vatak

Cuvok */m-tak/ mətak
Tera Tera */m-dayka/ > *y/n-daka/,  

*/m-dzax-t-y/ >  
*y/n-dzax-t-y/

ndeki, 
ndʒakhti  

Hwana */m-daxa/ > */n-daxa/ ndaxa 
Sukur Sukur *y/dzyk/ dʒik
Hurza Vame */a-dga/ adəga 

Mbuko */a-dak/ adak
Mandara Podoko, Glavda */taka/ taka

Matal */a-tak/ atak
Mandara, Malgwa *y/daka/ dake 

Mofu Mofu North */m-dak/ > */n-dak/ ndak 
Ouldeme, 

Muyang, 
Zulgo,  
Gemzek, 
Merey, Dugwor

*/a-dak/ adak

Moloko */xa-dak/ hadak
Mofu-Gudur */xa-tak/ hatak

Lamang Lamang *y/tyka/ tiki 
Hdi *y/taka/ teki 

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa */tyka/ tikə 
Bana *y/tka/ t(ə)ki 

Musgum Mbara */taxa/ taha
Vulum *y/xa-dak/ hedek 
Muskum *y/xa-da-t/ hedet 
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Three	 *x(a)k(a)na
Bata Jimi */ma-xkn/ mahəkən 

Gude */ma-ka/ makə 
Bata *yw/ma-akn/ mwaakin 

Daba Buwal, Gavar */ma-xkaɗ/ mahkaɗ 
Mbudum, Daba */ma-kaɗ/ makaɗ

Mafa Mafa */ma-kar/ makar
Cuvok */ma-xkar/ mahkar 

Tera Ga’anda */ma-xkan/ mahkan 
Sukur Sukur *ma-akn/ maakən
Hurza Vame *n/ma-gan/ maŋgan 

Mbuko */ma-akan/ maakan
Margi Bura *y/ma-kr/ makir 

Margi-South */ma-akr/ maakər 
Kilba */ma-akr-w/ maakəru 

Mandara Matal */ma-kr/ makər 
Podoko */ma-kra/ makəra 
Mandara *y/ka-ya/ keye 
Dghwede *y/xkra/ xkre 
Glavda */xkr̩-ɗa/ xkr̩ɗa 
Malgwa *y/kaɗa/ keɠ ye

Mofu Muyang */ma-xkr/ mahkər 
Gemzek */ma-kr/,  

*/ma-kar/
makər,  

makar 
Moloko, Dugwor, 

Mofu North, 
Ouldeme

*/ma-kar/ makar

Merey */ma-xkar/ mahkar 
Mofu-Gudur */ma-akar/ maakar

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa,  
Giziga-Marva

*y/ma-kr/ makir 

Mbazla */ma-kan-k/ > */ma-kaŋ/,  
*/ma-akan-k/  
> */ma-akaŋ/

makaŋ,  
 
maakaŋ

Lamang Lamang, Hdi */xkn(a)/ hkəna, həkən 
Higi Kirya */ma-kn/ makən 

Psikye */ma-xkn(a)/ maxkən(ə) 
Kamwe-Nkafa */ma-kna/ makənə 
Kamwe-Futu *w/ma-ka-a/ makəo 
Bana */ma-xkan/ mahkan 

Tomb	 *dz(a)v(a)ya
Daba Daba *y/tsvy-ʔ/ tʃiviʼ
Mafa Cuvok *y/dzvay/ dʒəvay 

Mafa */dzavay/ dzavay
Hurza Mbuko *y/dzvay/ dʒəvay 
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Mandara Matal */zvay/ zəvay
Podoko *yw/dzva/ dʒuve 

Mofu Gemzek */dzva/ dzəva
Zulgo *y/dva/ dive 
Merey, Mofu 

North,  
Mofu-Gudur

*/tsvay/ tsəvay

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/zvy/ zivi 
Giziga-Marva *y/zva/ zive 

Lamang Lamang */dv-kw-n/ > *w/vdŋw/ vduŋ 

Tongue1	 *r(a)n(a)xa
Mafa Mafa */ʔa-lan-y/ > *y/laʔan/,  

*y/lana/
leʼen,  

lene 
Cuvok */lana-y-k-n/ > *y/nana-ŋ/ neneŋ 

Mandara Mandara */na-ra/ nara
Malgwa *y/na-ra/ nare 
Dghwede *y/rxa/ rəxe
Matal */a-lax/ alah 
Glavda *y/a-rax/ ɛɾ̄ɛx̄ 

Mofu Ouldeme *w/ma-ra/ maro
Muyang */a-r-ɗ/ arəɗ 
Mada */a-rna/ > */a-rra/ arra 
Moloko */rnax-y-k/ > *y/xrna-k/ hərnek 
Merey *y/ɗ-rnax/ ɗərneh 
Mofu-Gudur *y/ɗ-rna/ ɗərne 
Zulgo, Gemzek */a-rax/ arah 
Mofu-Gudur */ranax-y/ > *y/nanax/ neneh 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */ʔ-rna-y/,  
*y/rna/

ʼirne,  
irne 

Giziga-Marva *y/rna/ irne 
Mbazla *y/na/,  

*y/na-ʔ/
ne,  

nɛʼ

Tongue2	 *g(a)na
Bata Tsuvan */a-gana/ agana 

Sharwa */gana/ gana 
Jimi *y/gana-n/ gianan 

Daba Mbudum */ɡana-ɗ/ ɡanaɗ 
Gavar */gana-ɗ-k/ > */gaɗan-k/  

> */gaɗa-RED-ŋ/
 

gɑɗɑɗɑŋ 
Buwal */gana-na/ gɑnɑnɑ 
Daba */gana/ gana 

Tera Tera *y/ɣn/,  
*y/ɣana/

ɣin,  
ɣena 

Sukur Sukur */ɣana-y/ ɣanay, ɣanai
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Margi Bura */ka-n-gar-y/ > *y/ka-ŋ-gar/ keᵑgyar 
Margi, Margi-

South, Kilba
*y/kar/ kyar

Lamang Lamang *y/ɣana/ ɣene 
Hdi *y/ɣan-y-k/ ɣanik 

Higi Kamwe-Nkafa *y/a-n-n-ya/,  
*/a-n-ya/

annyə,  
aniə 

Kirya */n-ɣana/ nɣanə 
Bana, Kamwe-

Futu
*/ɣan-y/ ɣani 

Tongue3	 *n(a)ɬa
Hurza Mbuko *y/m-raɬ/ mireɬ 

Vame *y/m-naɬ/ məneɬ 
Mofu Dugwor *y/xr-naɬ/ hərneɬ 
Kotoko-North Afade, Malgbe *y/a-nɬ-y/ enɬi 

Mpade *y/a-ns-y/ enʃì 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan */nɬ-y/ nɬi 

Mser *y/a-ns-y/ ensi, enʃi 
Kotoko-South Zina *y/a-nsa/ anisə 

Mazera *y/nsa/ ɨnsa 
Musgum Mbara */naɬa-y/ naɬay

Tooth	 *ɬ(a)ɗ(a)na
Bata Bata *w/lyn-ta/ linto 

Gude *y/lyn-na/ > *y/lny-na/ linyinə 
Jimi */lyn-n/ > *y/lny-n/ linyən 
Sharwa */lyna/ > *y/lnya/ linyə 
Tsuvan *y/ɮna/ ɮine 

Daba Buwal */ɮɗan-y-k/ > *y/ɮɗaŋ/ ɮəɗeŋ
Gavar */ɮɗan-y-k/ > *y/ɮɗaŋ/ ɮiɗeŋ 

Mafa Mafa *y/ɮana/ ɮene 
Cuvok *y/ɮaŋ/ ɮeŋ 

Tera Tera *y/ɮn/ ɮin 
Sukur Sukur *y/ɮn/ ɮin, ɮyin 
Hurza Mbuko */ɬan/ ɬan

Vame */xa-ɬan/ > */ɬaxan/ ɬahan
Margi Margi, Margi-

South, Kilba
*y/xr/ hyir 

Bura *y/xr/ ~ */xyr/,  
*/ɬyr/

hyir ~ hir,  
ɬir 

Mandara Glavda */ɬɗra/ > */ɬrɗa/ ɬrɗa
Matal *y/ɬɗ/ ɬɪɗ 
Podoko */ɬyra/ ɬira 
Dghwede *y/ɬyra/ ɬire 
Mandara *y/ɬara/ ɬare 
Malgwa */ɬayara/ > *y/ɬaara/ thlaare 
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Mofu Muyang */a-ɬr/ aɬər
Mofu North, 

Mofu-Gudur
*y/ɬar/ ɬer 

Ouldeme, Mada, 
Moloko

*/a-ɬar/ aɬar

Zulgo */ɮyr/ ɮir 
Gemzek, Merey, 

Dugwor
*y/ɮar/ ɮer 

Maroua Giziga-Marva */ɬyn/ ɬin 
Gizia-Muturwa */ɬyn-k/ > */ɬyŋ/ ɬiŋ 
Mbazla */ɬyn-k/ > */ɬyŋ/,  

*/xyn-k/ > */xyŋ/
ɬiŋ,  

hiŋ 
Lamang Lamang */ɬɗn-y-k/ > *y/ɬɗŋ/ ɬɗiŋ 

Hdi */ɬʔn-y-k/ > *y/ɬʔŋ/ ɬiʼiŋ
Higi Psikye */ɬnə/ ɬənə

Bana */ɬyn/ > *y/ɬny/ ɬini 
Kamwe-Futu *w/ɬyna/ ɬino 
Kirya */ɬay/ ɬay

Kotoko-Island Buduma */xyan/ > */xnay/ hənay
Kotoko-North Afade, Malgbe *y/ɬr/ ɬɨr 

Mpade *y/san/ ʃan 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan */ɬyn/ > *y/ɬny/ ɬɨni 

Mser *y/sr/ sɨr 
Kotoko-South Zina */syn/ sin 

Mazera *y/syna/ sine 
Musgum Vulum */RED-ɬyn-k/ > *y/ɬŋ-ɬŋ/ ɬɨŋɬɨŋ 
Gidar Gidar */ɬaya/ ɬaya

Tree	 *xw(a)fa
Bata Gude */wf/,  

*w/n-fa/
uf,  

ənfwa 
Jimi *w/f-n/ fwən 
Sharwa *w/f-gə/ fwəgə 
Tsuvan *yw/fa-ga/ fwege 

Mafa Mafa */waf/ waf 
Sukur Sukur *w/fa-y/ fwai, fwoy 
Margi Margi *w/wa/ wu 

Kilba */wa/ wa 
Bura *w/n-fa/ nfwa 

Mandara Podoko, Mandara */na-fa/ nafa 
Dghwede *w/ʔwfa/ ʔufa 
Glavda *w/wfa/,  

*/w/
u:fa,  

u
Matal */a-xaf/ ahaf 

Mofu Dugwor */xwaf/ hwaf 
Muyang */xaf/ haf 

Lamang Lamang *w/wfa/ ufu 
Hdi */wf/ > */fw/ fu 
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Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 
Kirya

*w/fə/ fwə

Bana */fə/ fə
Kamwe-Futu *w/fa/ fwo 

Kotoko-South Zina */ma-wf/ > */ma-fw/ mafu 

Two1	 *k(a)sa
Lamang Hdi *y/xs/ his 

Lamang *y/xasa/ hesa, hasha 
Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/kx-y/ kixi 
Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade */gas-y/ gasi 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/xs-ɗa/ xsɨɗa 

Mser *yw/ktsa/ kitʃo 

Two2	 *ɓy(a)ka
Bata Jimi *y/byk/ biik 

Bata */kpyaq/ kpyaq 
Daba Mbudum */bk/ bək

Buwal, Gavar */gbak/ gbɑk
Sukur Sukur */bak/ bak
Mandara Mandara */b-wa/ bua 

Malgwa *w/b-wa/ buwa 
Glavda *w/bw-wa/ buːwa 

Higi Kirya */ɓka/ ɓəkə 
Bana */bak(a)/ bak(ə) 
Psikye */bak/ bak 
Kamwe-Nkafa *w/ɓaga/ ɓwagə 
Kamwe-Futu *w/ɓaka-a/ ɓakəo

Two3	 *s(a)y(a)ra
Daba Daba */syar/ > */sray/ səray
Mafa Mafa *y/tsa-w/,  

*y/RED-tsa-w/
tʃew,  

tʃetʃew 
Cuvok *y/a-tsa-w/ atʃew 

Tera Ga’anda */syra/ > *y/srra/ sǝrri 
Hurza Mbuko *y/tsa-w/ tʃew 

Vame *y/tsa-w/ tʃaw 
Margi Bura *w/sda/ suda 
Mandara Matal */sla/ sᵊla

Podoko */sra/ səra
Mofu Mada, Dugwor */sla/ səla

Gemzek, Merey *w/sla/ sulo 
Zulgo */sala/ sala
Ouldeme *yw/tsya/ tsiyo 
Muyang * yw/tsa/, 

*yw/RED-tsa/
tʃʉ,  

tʃitʃʉ 
Moloko, Mofu 

North, Mofu-
Gudur

*y/tsa-w/ tʃew 

9781009346399mem01_p1-134.indd   126 27/09/23   4:27 PM



127Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa, 
Giziga-Marva

*yw/ts-w/ tʃuw 

Mbazla *y/tsa-w/,  
*/tya-w/

tʃew,  
tiaw 

Kotoko-South Zina *y/ts-w/ tʃu 
Musgum Vulum *w/sl-w/ sulu 
Gidar Gidar *w/sla/,  

*w/sla-w/ > *w/swla/
sula,  

suula 

Untie, to	 *p(a)ra
Bata Bata */pr/ pər

Gude */pra/ pərə
Jimi */pr-n/ pərən

Daba Gavar, Daba */pl/ pəl
Buwal */pal/ pal

Mafa Mafa */pr/ pər
Cuvok *y/ma-pla-y/ mepəley 

Tera Tera */pr-y/ pəri 
Sukur Sukur */pr/ pər
Hurza Vame */para/ para
Mandara Matal */ma-pl/ mapᵊl 

Podoko, Malgwa */pla/ pəla
Glavda *y/pl-ga/ pɨlga 
Mandara *y/pala/ pale, pele 

Mofu Merey */pla/ pəla
Zulgo */pl/ pəl
Ouldeme */pl/,  

*/m-pla-y/, 
*/m-pla-y-k-n/  
> *y/m-pla-ŋ/ 

pəl,  
məpəlay,  
 
məpəleŋ

Gemzek *y/ma-pla/ mepəla 
Ouldeme */pala-y-k-n/ > *y/pala-ŋ/ peleŋ 

Lamang Lamang */pla/ pəla
Hdi */pla-y/ pəlay

Higi Kamwe-Futu */pl-n-tə/ pələntə
Kirya */m-pl/ mpəl
Bana */pl-y/ p(ə)li 

Kotoko-Island Buduma *y/fal-w/ felu 
Kotoko-North Mpade, Malgbe */fal/ fal
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *y/vl/,  
*yw/vl-n/

vɨl,  
vɨlun 

Mser *w/val-ya/ valyo 
Gidar Gidar *y/pla/,  

*/RED-pla/
əpɨla,  

əppəla

Urine	 *kw(a)na
Mafa Mafa *w/kwra-y/ kuray 
Sukur Sukur */m-s-kwr-y/ > *yw/m-s-kwyr/ miskuir 
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Hurza Mbuko */m-kaɗa-y/ məkaɗay
Vame */ma-kɗa-y/ > */kmaɗa-y/,  

*/ma-kwɗa-y/  
> *w/kwmaɗa-y/

kəmaɗay,  
 
kumaɗay 

Margi Bura *y/kn-y/ kini 
Kilba *yw/kwn-y/ kunyi 

Mandara Matal */kwla-y/ kᶷlay 
Podoko, 

Mandara, 
Malgwa

*yw/kwra/ kure 

Glavda */wkwr/,  
*yw/kwr-ya/

kur,  
kuriya 

Mofu Ouldeme *w/kwna-y/ kunay 
Mada *yw/kwna/ kwne 
Moloko *yw/kwna-n/ kwənen 
Dugwor *yw/kwna-k-n/ > *yw/kwna-ŋ/ kuneŋ 
Mofu North,  

Mofu-Gudur
*w/kwra-y/ kuray 

Muyang *yw/kwɗ-k-n/ > *yw/kwɗ-ŋ/ kʉɗiŋ 
Zulgo *y/kwɗa/ kwiɗe
Gemzek *yw/kwɗa/ kuɗe 
Merey *yw/kwɗa/,  

*yw/kwɗa-y/
kuɗe,  

kuɗey 
Maroua Giziga-Marva *w/kwna-y/ kunay 

Mbazla *w/kwna-y/,  
*w/kwna-y-ʔ/

kunay,  
kunaiʼ 

Giziga-Muturwa */kwana-y/ kwanay
Lamang Lamang *y/kwn-y/ kwini 

Hdi */kwan-y/ kwani 
Kotoko-Island Buduma *w/kwara-y/ koray 
Kotoko-North Mpade *yw/kwra/ kure 
Kotoko-

Central

Lagwan *yw/n-kwna/ nkune 

Mser *yw/kwra/ kure 
Kotoko-South Mazera */m-kaɗa-y/ > *y/kmaɗa/ kɨmaɗe 
Gidar Gidar *y/kna/ kine 

Vomit, to	 *v(a)n(a)xwa
Bata Jimi */vna-n/ vənan

Gude */vanaxwa/ > */vaxwana/  
>*/vaana/

 
vaana

Daba Buwal, Gavar, 
Daba

*/vna/ vəna

Mbudum */vn/ vən
Mafa Mafa *y/vnaxa/ vənehe, vineh- 

Cuvok */vnaxa/ vənaha
Tera Tera */vnax/ vənax
Sukur Sukur *y/vnax/ vinah 
Hurza Mbuko *y/vna/ vəne 

Vame */vnaxa/ vənaha
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Mandara Podoko */vraxa/ vəraha
Dghwede */vraxa/ vraxa
Glavda *y/vraxa-ga/ > *y/vraa-ga/ vrɛːgɛ
Matal */ma-vlaxa-y/ mavlahay

Mofu Moloko */vnax/ vənah
Merey, Zulgo */vnaxa/ vənaha
Ouldeme */vnaxa-y/ vənahay
Mada */ma-vnaxa/ mavnaha
Gemzek *y/ma-vnaxa/ mevənehe 
Dugwor *y/m-vnaxa-y/ məvənehey 

Lamang Hdi *y/vnx-y/,  
*y/vnxa-y/

vənihi,  
vənihay 

Lamang */vanaxwa/ vanaxwa
Higi Bana */vnxwa/ vənəxwə

Kirya *w/vnxwa/ vənəhu 
Kamwe-Futu *yw/vnaɣa/ vineɣo 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/vnaxa/,  
*yw/vnax-w-n/

vɨnahɨ,  
vɨnahɨwun

Kotoko-South Zina */vnaxa/ vənaha
Musgum Mbara *y/fna/ fine 

Wash, to	 *b(a)na
Bata Jimi *y/bna/ binə 
Daba Buwal, Gavar */ban/ bɑn

Mbudum */ban-k/ > */baŋ/ baŋ 
Daba */pan/ pan 

Mafa Mafa */pan/ pan 
Cuvok */pana/ pana 

Sukur Sukur */ban/ bɑn
Hurza Vame *yw/bn-ya/ buniya 

Mbuko */bana-y/ banay
Mandara Podoko */para/ para 

Glavda */bar-ga/ barga 
Matal */ma-pala-y/ mapalay 

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */pr/ pər
Mofu North *y/ma-pra-y/ mepərey 
Ouldeme */bara-ka/, 

*/bra-xa/,  
*y/bar-ya/,  
*y/bara-ya/,  
*y/bara-k-n/ > *y/bara-ŋ/

baraka, 
baraha, 
bariya,  

bereya,  
bereŋ 

Muyang */bara-y/,  
*/bara-f-k-n/ > */bara-f-ŋ/,  
*/bara-RED/ > */bara-ba/

baray,  
barafəŋ,  
baraba

Zulgo, Merey */bara/ bara
Gemzek *y/ma-bara/ bara, mebere
Dugwor */bara/, *y/m-bara-y/ məberey
Moloko */bala-y/ balay
Mada */ma-bala(-fa-k-na)/  

> */ma-bala(-fa-ŋa)/
 

mabala(faŋa)
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130 Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *w/bn/ bun 
Giziga-Marva *w/bn/,  

*w/bna/
bun,  

buna 
Mbazla */ban/ ban

Higi Psikye *y/pa/ pe 
Bana */py/ pi 

Water	 *ʔy(a)ma
Bata Gude */ʔyma-na/ > */maʔy-na/ maʼinə

Jimi, Sharwa */ʔyma / > */maʔy/ maʼi 
Daba Gavar, Daba */ym/ yəm

Mbudum *y/ym/ yim 
Buwal */yam/ yɑm

Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */yam/ yɑm
Tera Tera *y/ɗm/ ƴ im (ɗyim)

Hwana */[a]ʔyama/ > */[a]ama/ aama 
Sukur Sukur */yam/,  

*y/ʔyam/ > *y/yam/
yɑm,  

iyam
Hurza Mbuko */a-ʔam/ aʼam

Vame */axwam/ ahwam
Margi Margi *y/ʔyma/ ʼimi 

Margi South *y/yma/ imi
Bura *y/yma/ yimi 

Mandara Podoko */ywa/ yəwa
Glavda *w/ywa/,  

*/yw/,  
*y/y/

yuwa,  
yu,  
ii 

Matal */ʔyaw/ > */yyaw/ yːaw 
Mandara, 

Malgwa
*y/yawa/ yawe 

Mofu Ouldeme, 
Muyang,  
Moloko, 
Gemzek,  
Zulgo, Merey,  
Dugwor, Mofu 
North,  
Mofu-Gudur

*/yam/ yam

Maroua Giziga-Marva, 
Mbazla

*/yam/ yɑm

Lamang Lamang, Hdi *y/yma/ imi 
Higi Bana */yam/ yɑm

Kamwe-Nkafa *y/yama/ yame 
Kamwe-Futu *y/yama/ yemyi 
Kirya */yama/ yamə
Psikye *y/yam-w/ yemu 

Kotoko-Island Buduma */a-yam/ > */a-may/ amay
Kotoko-North Afade, Mpade *y/ama/ ame 

Malgbe */am/ am
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131Part I  Synchronic Transcriptions and Reconstructed Forms

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan, Mser */am/ am

Kotoko-South Mazera *y/ʔm/ aʔɨm 
Zina *y/ama/ ami 

Musgum Mbara */ʔam/ ʼam
Vulum *y/yam/ yem 
Muskum */yam-w/ yamu 

Whistle, to	 *f(a)y(a)kwa 
Bata Gude */fykw/ fiku 

Jimi */fykw-n/ fikwən 
Daba Mbudum */RED-fk/ fəfək

Mbudum *y/RED-fak/ fəfek 
Buwal *y/RED-fakw/ fefekw 

Mafa Mafa *w/fkw/ fʉkw 
Cuvok */RED-fkwa/,  

*/fa-fakwa/
fəfkwa,  

fafkwa
HURZA Vame */RED-fw/ fəfu 
Mandara Podoko, Mandara */fykwa/ fikwa 

Malgwa *y/fykwa/ fiikwa 
Dghwede *y/fga/ fəge 
Glavda */RED-faykwa/ fafikwa 

Mofu Muyang *y/fykwa-y/ fikwey 
Gemzek *w/fkw/,  

*yw/m-fkwa/
fuk,  

məfukwe 
Merey */RED-fkw/ fəfəkw

Moloko *w/faka-y/ fokay 
Zulgo *y/RED-fakwa/ fefekwe 
Mofu-Gudur */RED-fakw/ fafakw

Lamang Hdi */vyxa-y/ vihay 
Higi Kamwe-Futu */fygwa/ figwe 

White	 *kw(a)ɗ(a)ka 
Daba Mbudum *y/RED-kɗɗak/ kykyɗːek
Mafa Cuvok *y/kwaɗ/ kweɗ 

Mafa *y/RED-kwɗɗaʔa/ kwiɗkwiɗɗeʼe
Hurza Vame */ma-kwaɗa-y/ >  

*y/ma-ɗakwa/ meɗekwe
Mbuko *y/kwaɗak/,  

*y/RED-kwaɗak/
kweɗek,  

kwekweɗek 
Mandara Matal */ma-kwɗɡa-y/ >  

*yw/ma-ɗkwɡa/ mæɗɪkwᵘɡa
Glavda */ma-kwɗa/ > */ma-ɗkwa/ maɗᵊkwa 
Podoko *y/ma-kwaɗa/ >  

*y/ma-ɗakwa/,  
*y/ma-kwaɗ-la/  
> *y/ma-ɗakw-la/

meɗekwe,  

meɗekula 
Dghwede */ma-kwaɗa / >  

*/ma-ɗakwa/
matʼakwa 
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Mofu Ouldeme */ma-kwaɗa-y/  
> *y/ma-ɗakwa/, meɗekwe 

Merey *yw/RED-kwɗak/ kuɗekuɗek 
Merey, Gemzek, 

Mofu  
North, Mofu-
Gudur

*y/kwaɗak/ kweɗek 

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/kwaɗak/ kweɗek 
Musgum Mulwi, Vulum */m-kwɗ-y/  

> *yw/m-ɗkw-y/ muɗukwii 

White hair	 *kw(a)ra
Daba Daba *w/RED-xl/ huhul 
Mafa Cuvok */kwala-y/ kwalay 
Sukur Sukur *y/kwr/ kwir 
Hurza Mbuko */m-ɗ-kwar/ > *w/ɗ-ɗ-kwar/,  

*/m-d-kwar/ > *w/d-d-kwar/
ɗəɗukwar,  

dədukwar
Vame */ɗa-kwar/ > */a-kwar/ akwar 

Mandara Podoko *w/kwla-RED/ kulala 
Mandara *yw/kwl-ya/ kuliye 

Mofu Moloko */ɗa-kwl/ ɗakwəl
Zulgo */ɗa-kwl/ > */a-kwl/ akul 
Muyang, Gemzek */ɗa-kwal/ > */a-kwal/ akwal
Mofu-Gudur */ɗa-gwal-y/ > *y/a-gwal/ egwel 
Mada */ɗa-k-kwal/ > */a-k-kwal/ akkwal 
Merey */ma-ɗa-kwal/ maɗakwal 
Dugwor *w/ma-ɗa-kwal/ maɗakol

Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *w/xwal/ hol 
Giziga-Marva */ma-xwal/ > *nw/a-xwal/ anhol 

Wind, cold season	 *s(a)m(a)ɗa
Bata Gude */mɗa/ məɗa

Jimi *y/m-bɗ-n/ mbiɗən 
Daba Gavar, Daba *y/mɗ/ miɗ 

Buwal, Mbudum */maɗ/ maɗ
Mafa Cuvok *y/ma-maɗ/ memeɗ  
Hurza Mbuko */maɗ/ maɗ

Vame *y/xmaɗa/ həmaɗe 
Ndreme *yw/xmaɗa/ humaɗɛ 

Margi Margi-South *n/ybaɗ-w/ yəmbaɗu
Margi */yamaɗa/ yamaɗə
Bura *ny/sabar/ ʃaᵐbar 

Mofu Zulgo *ny/xbɗ/ himbiɗ 
Gemzek *ny/xbaɗ/ həmbeɗ 
Moloko */xmaɗ/ həmaɗ
Dugwor *y/xmaɗ/ həmeɗ 
Mofu-Gudur *y/ma-maɗ/ memeɗ 
Mofu North *y/ma-mɗ/ meməɗ 
Muyang */amɗ/ aməɗ
Ouldeme, Mada */amaɗ/ amaɗ
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Maroua Giziga-Muturwa *y/xmɗ(-y)/ himiɗ(i) 
Giziga-Marva *y/xmaɗ/ himeɗ 
Mbazla *y/smaɗ/,  

*y/tsmaɗ/
simeɗ,  

tʃimeɗ 
Lamang Lamang */safa-ka/ safaka

Hdi */fala-k/ falak
Kotoko-Island Buduma *n/xabɗa/,  

*n/xabaɗə/
hambəɗa,  

hambaɗə
Kotoko-North Mpade *y/smaɗa/ sɨmaɗɨ 

Afade *y/samaɗa/ semaɗe 
Malgbe *ʔy/tsamara/ tʃʼamare 

Kotoko-
Central

Lagwan *y/sma/,  
*y/smaɗa/

ʃima,  
sɨmaɗɨ 

Mser *y/smaɗ-y/ sɨmaɗi 
Kotoko-South Mazera *y/smɗa/ sɨmɗe 

Zina */a-smaɗə/ asmaɗə
Musgum Mbara *w/smɗa-y/ sumʼday

Muskum *y/smat/ simet 
Vulum *y/smar/ sɨmer, simer 

Gidar Gidar */smya/,  
*y/smya 

səmya,  
sɨmya 

Woman, wife	 *gw(a)sa
Mafa Mafa, Cuvok */m-gwaz/ > */ŋ-gwaz/ ŋgwaz
Tera Tera *w/m-sa/ > *w/n-sa/,  

*yw/m-sa/ > *yw/n-sa/,  
*w/ma-ɣza/ > *w/na-ɣza/

nusu,  
nuʃu,  
noɣzə 

Mandara Malgwa *yw/m-ksa/ mukse 
Matal *y/m-s/ miʃ 
Dghwede */m-sa-y/ > *y/n-sa/ niʃe 
Podoko */m-sa/ > */n-sa/ nəsa
Glavda */m-wsa/ > */w-wsa/,  

*/m-w/ > */w-w/
uːsa,  

uu 
Mofu Zulgo */m-ks/ məkəs

Gemzek */m-kas/ məkas
Mofu-Gudur *nw/ma-gwsa/ maᵑgusa 
Merey, Mofu 

North,  
Mofu-Gudur

*/m-gwas/ > */ŋ-gwas/ ŋgwas

Dugwor */m-gwas/ > *w/ŋ-gwas/ ŋgwos 
Maroua Giziga-Marva */gwas/ gwas

Mbazla */m-gas(a)/ > */ŋ-gas(a)/ ᵑgas(a)

Work(, to) 	 *ɬ(a)na 
Bata Gude */ɬna/ ɬəna, ɬənə

Sharwa */ɬn/ ɬən 
Jimi *y/ɬn-n/ ɬinən 
Tsuvan *y/ɬn-y-k-n/ ɬinikən 
Bata *yw/lan-ta/ lento
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Daba Gavar */ɮn/ ɮən 
Buwal */ɮan/ ɮan 

Tera Tera */ɬna/ ɬəna
Sukur Sukur */ɮn/ ɮən 
Hurza Vame */ɬra/ ɬəra 

Mbuko */a-ɬan/ aɬan 
Margi Margi */ɬr/ ɬər 

Kilba */ɬra/ ɬəra 
Bura *y/k-ɬr/ kiɬir 

Mandara Matal */ɬra-y/ ɬəray
Podoko, Malgwa, 

Dghwede
*/ɬra/ ɬəra, thləra 

Glavda */ɬra/,  
*/ɬa/

ɬɾa,  
ɬə 

Mofu Mofu-Gudur */ɬra/ ɬəra 
Ouldeme */a-ɬr/ aɬər 
Gemzek, 

Dugwor, Merey
*/m-ɬr/ məɬər

Moloko *y/ɬra-la/ ɬərele 
Maroua Giziga-Muturwa */ɬra/ ɬra

Giziga-Marva *y/ɬra/ ɬira 
Lamang Lamang, Hdi */ɬna/ ɬəna
Higi Kamwe-Nkafa, 

Kirya, Psikye
*/ɬna/ ɬənə

Kamwe-Futu *y/ɬna/ ɬinə
Bana */ɬn-y/ ɬəni 
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