Chapter 5
Additional Exercises

1. If every variety of regional American English has its own grammar rules, why teach traditional grammar in the public schools? Wouldn’t students be better served learning a non-judgmental, descriptive grammar that would apply to every individual’s own idiolect? List as many pros and cons as you can for changing the way that the public schools teach grammar. Be prepared to discuss your ideas with your class. 
2. As you now know, syntax means the way in which individual units of meaning combine together to create a larger meaning. In American English, syntax is conveyed through word order. Audiences interpret constituents based on the order in which words and morphemes appear. Thinking on a larger level, we can find many places in our lives where the syntax, the order of particular actions or objects, determines the end product, the “meaning.”  For example, recipes employ syntax to ensure that cooks create the desired dish. Ingredients combined together in one order will result in a final product that differs from the same ingredients combined in a different order. Bread recipes never instruct cooks to combine yeast and salt together, for instance, because salt kills yeast. Or think about starting a car with a standard transmission. Stepping on the clutch after turning the key in the ignition means that the car will leap forward and stall out rather than start smoothly. Identify five other kinds of syntax and explain why each example fits the definition of syntax.  

3. The following newspaper headlines received a lot of attention when they appeared in print, but probably not for the reasons the writers intended. For each one, explain 1) what you think the writer meant and 2) why readers understand a different meaning:

a. Stolen painting found by tree 

b. Two sisters reunited after 18 years in checkout

c. Juvenile court to try shooting defendant

d. Miners refuse to work after death

e. Grandmother of eight makes a hole in one

f. Teacher strikes idle kids

