Chapter 10
Ideas for Further Research and Writing

1. As noted in the textbook in Chapter 9, many countries, such as Switzerland, Ghana, India, and others, have designated two or more languages as their official national languages. Research how language schooling works in one of these countries. Are students taught in both (or more) of the official languages? If so, how is this done – through immersion? Bilingual education? How well do most citizens speak the official languages? What does fluency depend upon? Age? Social class? Rural or city residency? Write up your findings in a 2-3 paper to be shared with your class.

2. Research some of the past discussions held by member countries of the European Union as they debated which languages would become the official EU means of communication. How did member states ultimately decide upon the current 23 official EU languages? And how does the EU conduct its business daily in 23 languages? What language policies, if any, exist in the EU? And, are there any current conflicts over language usage in the EU. If yes, what are they and how are they being resolved? Write up your findings in a 1-2 page paper to be shared with your class.
3. Go on to a blog on which teachers of English as a second language participate and see what comments are being made about bilingual vs. immersion methods of education, multicultural classrooms, and teaching English as a second dialect. You may want to try the following sites:  http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/learning-the-language/,   http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2009/08/immigration_law_part_of_new_te.html, and   http://uege5102-09m.blogspot.com/2009/07/bilingual-education-efficacy-and.html A list of ESL/EFL blogs on a number of topics can also be found at  http://esl.about.com/od/blogs/ESL_EFL_Teacher_Blogs.htm Can you draw some conclusions about where English teachers stand in the so-called “language wars”? What methods for teaching English do most teachers employ or at least favor?

