Chapter 7 

Study Questions

1. Explain two of the cognitive processes that linguists theorize humans may use when making meaning from language.
2. Discus the differences found between prescriptive and descriptive dictionaries.
3.  Although often derided for being indirect, euphemisms are very useful in speaking 

and writing. Explain how euphemisms may be useful, giving some specific examples.

4. Speech seems like one of the most natural, free, and spontaneous undertakings we do,

and yet the chapter comments that we are usually bound by conventions when speaking. Explain why this is so and give some examples of conventions that rule our language.

