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table 16 Web table 16.

ID Tomb Name Date Location Description Inscription Physical Remains In Situ Finds References

 1 Tomb 17 Roman West 
Cemetery (?), 
north section 

hypogeum; open area with 
steps led down to a landing, 
second set of steps led to a 
vestibule with doors to three 
chambers; the chamber on 
the right had ten loculi in 
three walls, the left chamber 
had nine loculi in three walls, 
the central chamber had a 
vestibule and a main section 
with eight loculi in three walls 
and two stone sarcophagi 
standing on the floor; dromos: 
8.0 x 1.20/0.80 m; tomb with 
chambers: 10.20 x 11.0 m; 
bedrock; E–W oriented

– – gold bracelet Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 2; Seyrig 
1953, 24, fig. 4

 2 Tomb of 
Sampsigeramos

78/79 CE West 
Cemetery 
(?), north of 
the road to 
Tripoli

square mausoleum; destroyed 
in the early 20th c. and known 
from images and descriptions; 
tomb consisted of a square 
tower (12.5 m) in opus 
reticulatum with a stepped 
base; the façade was divided 
in two sections, of which the 
lowest was decorated with five 
engaged pilasters supporting 
four pediments; a frieze 
withgarlands and bucrania/
animal heads ran above the 
pediments; the second section 
had five shorter engaged 

Greek, “Gaios 
Julios, of the 
tribe Fabia, 
Samsigeramos, 
also called Silas/
Seilas, son of 
Gaios Julios 
Alexion, has 
constructed 
during his life 
this tomb, for 
him and his 
family, in the 
year 390 (78/79 
CE)”

– – Watzinger 1923; 
Will 1949b, 274; 
IGLS V (#2212)
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table 16 (cont.)

ID Tomb Name Date Location Description Inscription Physical Remains In Situ Finds References

Tomb of 
Sampsigeramos 
(cont.)

pilasters; two friezes with a 
raster pattern ran along the 
lower and upper section of the 
façade; an elongated pyramid-
shaped roof perhaps covered 
the tomb; an inscription was 
placed in the north façade and 
an opening to a staircase was 
found in the east façade; less 
is know about the interior; 
Watzinger mentions a square 
chamber (8 m) on the first 
level with a stucco-coffered 
barrel vault; a chamber on the 
second floor was also square; a 
1799 drawing by Cassas adds 
shallow niches for ash-urns 
similar to contemporary 
tombs around Rome in both 
chambers, which Watzinger 
questioned; N–S oriented 
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 3 Tomb 01 50 CE; 
helmet 
is early 
1st c. CE 
according 
to Garbsch

West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; larger pit narrows 
to rectangular pit (2.20 x 
1.25 x 1.72 m) cut out in 
bedrock and covered by five 
basalt slabs resting on a ledge; 
inside were the remains of 
a decorated wooden coffin 
(fragments of silver rings, lead 
sheet, twenty-two pieces of 
gold leaf with decoration of 
medusa heads, rectangles, lion 
masks, victories, and Apollo 
busts); E–W oriented

– – gold and turquoise 
bracelet, gold ring with 
engraving of royal bust, 
gold ring with carnelian 
with image of Apollo, star-
shaped gold fibula, gold 
facemask (19 x 18 cm), 
silver helmet with iron 
core and facemask (found 
close to skull, 24 cm high, 
2.2 kg), gold applique 
with head of goat and 
bird, gold hook/crochet, 
little gold piece, gold 
appliques for clothing, 
silver jar with two handles, 
found close to legs (17 cm 
high), iron and gold pieces 
of lance on right side of 
skeleton, glass triangle

Garbsch 1978, 
63, pl. 17; Seyrig 
1952a, 207–250, 
fig. 1, pl. XXI–
XXVIII; Seyrig 
1952b

 4 Tomb 02 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; NE–SW oriented – – – Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 12 

 5 Tomb 03 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; N–S oriented – – – Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 12 

 6 Tomb 04 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; N–S oriented – – – Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 12 
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 7 Tomb 05 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; larger pit narrows 
to rectangular pit (2 54 x 1.18 
x 1.70 m) cut out in bedrock 
and covered by six basalt slabs 
resting on a ledge; remains of 
wood and iron nails probably 
belonged to a coffin; E–W 
oriented

– – three gold face covers 
found on the eyes and 
mouth, bronze bell by 
neck, copper basin (diam. 
26 cm) with wooden 
vase inside, very worn 
bronze coin found in the 
mouth (5 BCE, minted 
in Antioch)

Seyrig 1952a, 
fig. 1, pl. VIII, 3; 
Seyrig 1953, 12

 8 Tomb 06 1–100 CE West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; larger pit narrows 
to rectangular pit (2.55 x 0.85 
x 1.35 m) cut out in bedrock 
and covered by six basalt slabs 
resting on a ledge; inside were 
the remains of a decorated 
wooden coffin (wood with 
silver rings attached, three 
gold leaves); E–W oriented

– remains of female 
child? (basis for 
sex identification 
unclear)

large gold ring (32 mm, 
by the side); by left hand: 
five gold rings, one 
with turquoise setting, 
carnelian bead, spherical 
object with decoration in 
green glass, turquoise and 
garnet; by neck; three 
gold face covers (for eyes 
and mouth); on chest: 
two gold and turquoise 
ornaments, gold pendant 
with turquoise and 
garnets, a flat ornament 
with turquoise and 
garnets, and a small gold 
muff; by foot: glass cup/
bowl, small painted 
pottery jug with one 
handle

Seyrig 1952a, 
fig. 1, pl. VIII, 4, 
6; Seyrig 1953, 
13–14
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 9 Tomb 07 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave with coffin; rock-cut 
pit (2.02 x 0.38 m) containing 
terracotta coffin closed with 
tiles; N–S oriented

– remains of one 
individual

large glass bottle with 
long neck, by feet

Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 14

10 Tomb 08 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave with coffin; rock-
cut pit (1.87 x 0.40 m) 
containing terracotta coffin; 
N–S oriented

– – bronze coin (5 CE, 
minted in Seleucia?)

Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 14 

11 Tomb 10 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; larger pit narrows 
to rectangular pit cut out 
in bedrock and covered by 
seven basalt slabs resting on a 
ledge; inside were the remains 
of a decorated wooden 
sarcophagus (2.93 x 1.20 x 
0.15 m, many iron nails, four 
iron and gilded rings with 
bronze lion masks; three 
pieces of gold leaf); lower pit: 
3.40 x 1.40 x 2.45 m; W–E 
oriented

– remains of one 
individual with 
head in the west; 
burial probably in 
wooden coffin (?)

gold and garnet ring by 
left hand; three gold face 
covers on face (eyes and 
mouth); many fragments 
of gold leaves by the body, 
probably from clothing; 
necklace by neck with 
fourteen beads of glass, 
onyx, faience, terracotta, 
stone; three glass 
unguentaria (14.5 cm) 
in the southeast, in the 
middle, and by the west 
wall of the sarcophagus; 
nine pottery unguentaria 
(17 cm) in the southeast 
part of the sarcophagus; 
large bronze basin in the 
sarcophagus; two bronze 
coins among remnants 
of the skull (94–93 BCE, 
14–15 CE, minted in 
Aradus and Tyre)

Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 15–16
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12 Tomb 11 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; larger pit narrows 
to rectangular pit (3.25 x 
1.05 x 2.18 m) cut out in 
bedrock and covered by 
seven basalt slabs resting on a 
ledge; inside were the remains 
of a decorated wooden 
sarcophagus (two silver rings, 
four silver plaques with 
busts of Athena, silver cover 
of a ridge or corner); E–W 
oriented

– remains of a 
child (based on 
presence of bulla 
in grave and size 
of necklace)

thirty-seven pieces 
of gold foil, probably 
clothing decoration 
(seven different shapes); 
large circular gold leaf 
with bust decoration; 
golden torque (possible 
Iranian style according 
to Seyrig); golden bulla; 
two necklaces (flat gold 
ribbons with garnet 
inlay), gold piece with 
garnet; carnelian spindle 
with gold parts; umbo 
in gilded bronze (could 
also be part of decoration 
of sarcophagus); gilded 
bronze mirror (diam.  
8 cm)

Seyrig 1952a, 
fig. 1, pl. VII, 
A; Seyrig 1953, 
16–21

13 Tomb 12 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave, 1.10 m long, with 
the remains of sarcophagus 
decoration (four bronze rings) 
inside; E–W oriented

– remains of one 
individual

– Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 21

14 Tomb 13 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave, 1.55 m long; E–W 
oriented

– – – Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 21
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15 Tomb 14 50–100 CE West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; larger pit narrows 
to rectangular pit (1.95 x 0.68 
m) cut out in bedrock and 
covered by five basalt slabs 
resting on a ledge; inside were 
the remains of a decorated 
wooden sarcophagus (four 
iron rings, gilded bronze disc); 
SW–NE oriented

– remains of one 
individual with 
head facing west

two gold earrings, four 
silver bracelets (by right 
hand), gold ring with 
garnet inlay depicting 
Victory, necklace/bracelet 
(six gold beads), three 
gold face covers by head; 
gold wreath/crown 
(fourteen leaves); remains 
of textile with pieces of 
gold; faience medallion; 
stone and iron button; 
glass bottle by feet, two 
glass vessels of unknown 
shape, glass unguentarium 
with pointed base (1st c. 
CE?), glass bottle with 
round body, short glass 
flask (50–100 CE ?); 
squat glass bottle; glass 
unguentarium with round 
base (1st–2nd c. CE?), 
faience vessel by feet in 
shape of ointment jar

Seyrig 1952a, 
figs. 1, 3, pl. 
VIII,5; Seyrig 
1953, 21–22

16 Tomb 15 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; larger pit narrows 
to rectangular pit (1.78 x 0.51 
x 1.78 m) cut out in bedrock 
and covered by six basalt slabs 
resting on a ledge; iron nails of 
sarcophagus; SW–NE oriented

– – copper bracelet Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 24 
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17 Tomb 16 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

pit-grave; larger pit narrows 
to rectangular pit (2.45 x 0.85 
x 1.85 m) cut out in bedrock 
and covered by six basalt slabs 
resting on a ledge; SW–NE 
oriented

– – – Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 24 

18 Tomb 09 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
south section

cist-grave with coffin?; 
terracotta coffin (1.68 x 0.48 
x 0.40 m) in pit aligned with 
masonry (material unclear); 
E–W oriented

– remains of one 
individual

– Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 1; Seyrig 
1953, 14 

19 Tomb 18 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
north section

pit-grave, 2.03 m long; SW–
NE oriented

– skeletal remains – Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 2; Seyrig 
1953, 24 

20 Tomb 19 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
north section

pit-grave, 1.92 m long; SW-
NE oriented

– skeletal remains – Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 2; Seyrig 
1953, 24 

21 Tomb 20 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
north section

pit-grave, 1.79 m long; SW–
NE oriented

– skeletal remains small glass flask Seyrig 1952a, 
figs. 2, 5; Seyrig 
1953, 24

22 Tomb 21 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
north section

pit-grave, 1.85 m long; SW–
NE oriented

– skeletal remains – Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 2; Seyrig 
1953, 24 

23 Tomb 22 – West 
Cemetery (?), 
north section

pit-grave, 1.72 m long; SW–
NE oriented

– skeletal remains – Seyrig 1952a,  
fig. 2; Seyrig 
1953, 24
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