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Appendix E9.1 Specialists and generalists breeding widely in arctic-
alpine mountain habitats in northern Europe
The species in bold are alpine specialists. The habitat details are given only for

birds in alpine/arctic-alpine areas in Britain and Scandinavia above or north of

the present treeline. The list is presented in two parts: A lists 19 species that

occur in the British arctic-alpine zone and B lists species that occur in

Scandinavian arctic-alpine areas, but not in these areas in Britain. SPEC refers

to ‘Species of European Conservation Concern’ categories: global conserva-

tion concern (1), global populations concentrated in Europe which have

unfavourable conservation status (2), global populations not concentrated in

Europe, but have unfavourable conservation status (3), have favourable con-

servation status (-). European threat status (ETS): endangered (EN), vulnerable

(VU), declining (D), rare (R), depleted (H), localised (L), secure (S), not evaluated

(NE); where letters are given in brackets the status is provisional. SPEC and

ETS scorings are taken fromBirdLife International (2004). Specieswhich breed

in the UK are denoted ‘UK’, and those with estimated breeding populations of

<10 pairs per annum over the past 50 years in the alpine (montane) zone are

denoted as ‘(UK)’. Habitat use and land-use impact information are taken from

the references given at the foot of the Appendix, and our own observations.
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Workers such as Nethersole-Thompson andWatson (1981) provide important

examples of exceptional breeding records from the Cairngorms (e.g. lapwing

formerly nesting in the arctic-alpine zone on onemountain)whichwehave not

included as these are atypical. Several more species occur across these habitats

throughout northern Europe, but are not regular or typical breeders within the

arctic-alpine zone – these are also excluded. For instance, in Britain, Manx

shearwaters Puffinus puffinus nest above the former treeline on Rum, blackbirds

Turdus merula nest almost at the former treeline in the Lake District and song

thrushes T. philomelos nest above such habitat in the Outer Hebrides (see also

Ratcliffe and Thompson, 1988; Ratcliffe, 1990). The authors would welcome

any records or information which could be used to revise this Appendix.
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