
Chapter 6 Health needs assessment – questions  
 
Self assessment 
 
Question 1 of 4  
 
All of the following are examples of supply-induced demand except:  
 
A) Variation in referral rates to secondary care among general practitioners 
B) Variation in consultation rates in primary care 
C) Variation in hospital length of stay for patients with similarly severe conditions 
D) Variation in admissions due to multiple injuries due to road traffic accidents 
E) None of the above 
 
Question 2 of 4  
 
In which part of the need, demand and supply Venn diagram does a patient’s request for 
antibiotics for mild upper respiratory infection fall? 
 
A) Needed, demanded and supplied  
B) Not needed but demanded and supplied 
C) Needed, demanded and not supplied 
D) Not needed, demanded and not supplied 
E) None of the above 
 
Question 3 of 4  
 
Patients calling the general practice to see the doctor is a form of: 
 
A) Normative need 
B) Comparative need 
C) Expressed need 
D) Felt need 
E) None of the above 
 
Question 4 of 4  
 
There are various ways of getting the public involved in health needs assessment. A semi-
structured discussion group of six to eight people led by a moderator is a:  
 
A) Citizens’ jury 
B) Questionnaire survey 
C) Focus group 
D) Rapid appraisal 
E) None of the above 
 
 



Short answer questions 
 
Question 1 of 6  
 
What is the taxonomy of need described by Bradshaw? 
 
Question 2 of 6  
 
Give an example of where a service is demanded and supplied but not needed. 
 
Question 3 of 6  
 
What does a health needs assessment try to achieve? 
 
Question 4 of 6  
 
List the five objectives of a health needs assessment. 
 
Question 5 of 6  
 
What is the ‘inverse care law’? 
 
Question 6 of 6  
 
What are the various stages of a planning cycle? 
 
Interactive exercises 
 
You have been asked to undertake an assessment of health care needs in a local prison. 
What steps are likely to be involved and what questions would you be seeking to answer? 
Read through this prison’s health needs assessment before attempting to answer the 
question. 
 
http://www.bulger.co.uk/prison/needsassementbirmingac.pdf  
Marshall T, Simpson S, Stevens A. Toolkit for health care needs assessment in prisons 
(2000). Department of Public Health & Epidemiology, University of Birmingham. 
 

http://www.bulger.co.uk/prison/needsassementbirmingac.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Web based resources and further reading 

  Click on the links below to access the web resources - links open in a new window 

1 Education and debate in BMJ on health needs assessment 

2 Health needs assessment by the former health development agency 

3 An example of a health needs assessment 

4 An overview of health needs assessment from New Zealand 

 
 
 

http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/316/7142/1448
http://www.nice.org.uk/download.aspx?o=505665
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/projects/leedshna/hnareport.pdf
http://www.moh.govt.nz/moh.nsf/0/A164E4B64FF48B71CC2569BB00073904
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