Chapter 6
Study Questions

1. Why is identifying phonemes significant when studying a language’s phonology, and how does one identify them? 

2. Why do phonologists need to identify sounds by the place and/or manner of their articulation rather than by using the alphabet letter used to represent that sound? 

3. We’ve looked at language change in terms of morphology and syntax. Why do phonological rules change over time too? Give an example of such a change. 

4. Why does English, a Germanic language, use the writing system for Latin, a non-Germanic language? 

5. Explain three different ways the history of American English has affected its spelling system.  

