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Chapter 1
Study Questions

1. Why is it important to be objective when describing language?

2. Why do linguists seek to make generalizations about language?

3. How might our communication be different if the signs we used were not arbitrary?

4. How has observing the process of children’s language acquisition shaped linguists’ theories about how we learn language?

5. Why do most of us who learned a second language in school have a difficult time becoming fluent in that language?

