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Chapter 1
Additional Exercises

1. Chapter 1 describes how linguists studying an unfamiliar language go about collecting data and attempting to describe the language’s rules and conventions. The following asks you to act as a descriptive linguist by examining the test sentences below and formulating some rules about the usage of determiners (words like a, an, the, and so on). Remember that sentences unacceptable to native speakers are indicated by an asterisk.

a. I’m holding a balloon.

b.*I’m holding a sand.

c. I’m eating an apple. 

d.* I’m eating an hotdog.

2. Continuing your work as a descriptive linguist, get with two or three other persons, analyze the following group of sentences, and see if you can come up with some written conventions about verb use in English. Don’t worry about using technical terms to describe what you discover; just try to be as general as possible in your description.
a. He singled in the ninth inning.

b. He singled me out in the ninth inning.

c. She broke the vase.

d. The vase broke

e. *The dog broke.

f. We smelled dinner cooking.

g. The house smelled smoky.

h. He smells.

i. I slept at my house last night.

j. *I slept the dream last night.

3. At an open house at your child’s elementary school the principal talks to the parents about the goals of the school year. Among other things, she states, “Parents and teachers need to work together to teach the children English.” Drawing on what you have learned about language acquisition in this chapter, write 2-3 paragraphs in which you respond to this statement. 
