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     It might be objected that drones (remotely piloted aircraft) are not computers and thus should not be the subject of a case in computer ethics. Yet the fact that drones depend on computers for their overall operation perhaps more than any other instrument of warfare does, makes them a valid candidate for such a case.

     The way in which air-to-ground warfare is carried on is currently undergoing a metamorphosis. Instead of being conducted…as it has been historically…with piloted aircraft, it is now relying more and more on drones.  Gen. Norton A. Schwartz, the U.S. Air Force chief of staff, said it was conceivable that drone pilots in the Air Force would outnumber those in cockpits in the foreseeable future, although he predicted that the Air Force would have traditional pilots for at least 30 more years.
   
     To be judged ethical, warfare must be justly waged. One of the considerations that favors the just waging of warfare is that non-combatant civilians and their property should be preserved from harm insofar as possible. In this regard, drones have proved better at distinguishing between terrorists and civilians and distinguishing between military property and civilian property than have traditional aircraft.  Also, after a drone has fired a missile, the missile can be rerouted if a child enters the target area.
 One of the considerations that does not favor the just waging of warfare is the use of drones within the borders of nations that are not at war with the country using the drones (for instance, the United States using drones within the borders of Pakistan).

Activities: 
1. Make two cases, one for and one against the use of drone warfare. In the first case use one consideration for it and in the second case use one consideration against it. Do not use the considerations mentioned in the last paragraph above.
2. Can you think of a situation or scenario in which it would be more valuable to have a pilot in the cockpit of a traditional aircraft rather than at a remote location controlling a drone? Explain.






� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/30/us/drone-pilots-waiting-for-a-kill-shot-7000-miles-away.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all" �http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/30/us/drone-pilots-waiting-for-a-kill-shot-7000-miles-away.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all�








� Ibid.








� Ibid.





2

