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Chapter 4
Study Questions
1. Why do linguists classify Old English as a synthetic language and Contemporary American English as an analytic language? 

2. Why are cognates significant when one is tracing the history of a language? 
3. Identify and explain three of the forces that cause language to change over time. 

4. What is the Danelaw, and why is it significant in the history of the English language? 
5. Why do English language scholars divide the early history of English into the Old English, Middle English, and Early Modern English time periods? Identify the different forces at work that change the language during these time periods. 
