Exercises to be used with Barber, Beal and Shaw (2009) The English Language: a Historical Introduction
These exercises are designed to facilitate inquiry-based learning and introduce readers to resources that are either freely available or available in most institutional or public libraries. 

Chapter 11: English Today and Tomorrow

Exercise 11.1: Dialect levelling (pages 267-9)

These pages discuss the phenomena of dialect levelling, whereby ‘distinctive features of local dialect give way to more wide-ranging “regional” ones (267) and diffusion, whereby linguistic features spread over a wide area. The exercise involves comparing recordings made by the Survey of English Dialects in the mid 20th-century, with those made at the turn of the millennium, using the ‘BBC Voices’ and ‘Sounds Familiar’ websites. 

· Go to the British Library’s ‘Sounds Familiar’ website http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/sounds/ 

· On the homepage, you will see a map of Britain with figures marking the sites of recordings. 

· From the menu on the right, click to remove clicks from all except ‘older dialect recordings’

· Click on one of the figures still showing and listen to the recording. If you are in the UK, you might want to choose one close to where you are

· How ‘familiar’ does this speaker sound? Is the recording difficult to understand? Do you notice any specific regional features of accent or dialect?

· Now go to the ‘BBC Voices’ site http://www.bbc.co.uk/voices/ 

· Click on ‘Voices Recordings’. This will bring up a map with dots marking the sites of recordings

· Choose a site close to the one you chose from ‘Sounds Familiar’ and, if possible, a recording of younger speakers.

· How different does this sound from the ‘Sounds Familiar’ recording? Is it easier to understand?

· Can you hear any of the features discussed in pages 267-9, such as glottalisation or the use of /f, v/ for /(, (/?

Discuss whether the differences between the recordings on ‘Sounds Familiar’ and ‘BBC Voices’ provide evidence for dialect levelling/ diffusion.

Exercise 11.2: Changes in vocabulary (pages 270-271)

These pages deal with the expansion of the English vocabulary in recent times. The exercise is in two parts: the first part uses the OED online to search for words with first citations in the 21st century, whilst the second uses the TIME magazine corpus to track the use of certain words in Time magazine from the 1920s to the present day.

1. Lexical innovation (OED)

· Go to the OED online www.oed.com 

· From the Advanced Search Menu, write ‘1999-2009’ in the first text box and then choose ‘first cited date’ from the drop-down menu

· Look up each of the words in the list of results and note its etymology. Are the words mostly formed from elements of existing English words, or loanwords?

· What semantic fields do these words fall into?

· Are you surprised by how few words are in the list? Why do you think there are so few?

2. Lexical innovation and semantic change (TIME magazine corpus)

· Go to http://corpus.byu.edu/time/ 

· Choose ‘Chart’ from the display menu

· Choose a word from the list generated by the OED search in part 1 and write it into the box marked ‘words’ under ‘search string’

· Click ‘search’

· Note from which periods the word is cited

· Now repeat this sequence for each of the following words: mouse, spam, web
· For each word, note whether there are more citations in the 2000s than any other decade.

· Then click on the bar marking the 2000s to see examples of the word in context: how many of these involve the use of the word in its computing sense?  
