Chapter 8
Ideas for Further Research and Writing 

1. The fact that many non-English speaking people have immigrated over the years to this country has also significantly shaped regional American English dialects. Choose one of the immigrant groups listed below and do some research on its history of immigration and life in the United States, focusing specifically on its language. Is the language still spoken? How has it been modified? What elements of the language may persist or have been transferred into an English variation? What are the reasons for the changes you note in the language? 



Pennsylvania Dutch



Louisiana Cajuns



South Carolina and Georgia Gullah



Cantonese speakers in San Francisco’s Chinatown

2. The notion of English as a sexist language has been widely discussed and debated within the last thirty years in the United States and abroad. Of course, the English language itself isn’t sexist, but, rather, it reflects sexist attitudes in our society. Some of the sexist aspects identified in English include the use of male nouns and pronouns as general nouns, “he” and “Man” for example, which stand for both men and women, and the privileging of the male in relationships of association, seen in such expressions as husband and wife, king and queen, or host and hostess where reversal of the two items in relationship never occurs. English has also been called sexist in its social titles. Whereas the two forms of address that exist for women, Miss and Mrs., denote a woman’s married status, males are referred to by only one form, Mr., which does not indicate whether the man is married or not. One way to combat this apparent inequality has been the use of the title “Ms.” for women, a label that does not reveal a woman’s marital state. For this question, research the invention and the use of “Ms.” Where did it come from? How widespread is its use, and who uses it? After conducting your research, decide whether you think its use has helped to make the English language “less sexist.”
3.   One example in which the importance of the determination of dialects can be seen occurs in the situation of Native American tribes in the United States. Here, the definition of a dialect is crucial to its community of speakers because language is often one of the deciding factors in determining whether or not a tribe receives formal tribal status from the United States government. Those tribes whose languages have been deemed distinct from English receive formal status, enabling them to qualify for entitlements from the federal government, such as allocation of reservation lands and other financial subsidies. 

One Native American group that has tried to use language in order to get federal status is the Lumbee tribe in North Carolina. Although granted full, formal tribal status by the state, the federal government only recognizes the Lumbee as a Native American tribe “without entitlements.” The Lumbee have been working to change this status for over thirty years, and part of their efforts has been to document their language history. Unfortunately this has been made difficult by the fact that they have lost their ancestral language due to European colonization beginning in the 16th century (Wolfram et al., 1998). Linguists now identify Lumbee as a distinctive English dialect, not a separate language. 

Research the Lumbee people and their language to find out how the declaration of their language as an English dialect, and not as a Native American language, has affected their rights and identity as a native people. Their website at www.lumbeetribe.com should get you started. 
