Chapter 3

Additional Exercises

1. American English users frequently coin words to fulfill specific needs. Just think of Stephen Colbert’s truthiness, the news media reporting on Brangelina, new uses for technology such as email or blog, and so on. Create your own word, consisting of at least three morphemes, which  you think would be a useful addition to American English. Then analyze your new word to answer the following questions:
a. What morphemes are combined to create this word?
b. What does each individual morpheme mean?
c. Is each morpheme   free or bound; a root, prefix, or suffix; andderivational or inflectional? 
d. What does the word as a whole mean? 
e. Why is this word a useful addition to American English? 
2. Identify at least 5 productive American English morphemes not already identified in this chapter and then analyze them for similarities. What sort of generalizations can you make about the qualities necessary for a productive morpheme?
3. The language in “Jabberwocky,” Lewis Carroll’s famous poem from his 1871 novel Through the Looking-Glass, and What Alice Found There, seems to make sense, even though key words in each stanza are nonsense. Analyze the following three stanzas from the poem and, with your knowledge of English morphology, explain why readers can find meaning, despite the nonsensical words. Be sure to analyze at least three of the nonsense words in as much depth as you can. 

Beware the Jabberwock, my son!
  The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!
Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun
  The frumious Bandersnatch!"

He took his vorpal sword in hand:
  Long time the manxome foe he sought --
So rested he by the Tumtum tree,
  And stood awhile in thought.

And, as in uffish thought he stood,
  The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame,
Came whiffling through the tulgey wood,
  And burbled as it came!

