Chapter 6
Ideas for Further Research and Writing
1. Some dictionaries transcribe the common pronunciations of words. When more than one pronunciation appears in an entry, the first indicates the pronunciation most commonly used and the last indicates the pronunciation that isn’t used as frequently. But no attempt is made to record different dialects, unless you are consulting a dictionary of a specific dialect. In addition, every individual’s idiolect will cause variation in pronunciation. 

Consult a dictionary to discover the recorded pronunciations for the words in Exercise #1 above. Then compare the dictionary transcriptions with those of your own pronunciations, remembering that dictionaries frequently use their own symbols rather than IPA (you’ll find an explanation for the pronunciation symbols in the dictionary’s introduction.) Do your pronunciations match those of common usage all of the time? Some of the time? None of the time? Write a report of your findings and then explain why you think your pronunciations match or don’t match those of the dictionary. 
2. As you know, American English and British English spelling, and pronunciation, don’t always agree. Find the British spellings for the following words, as well as an explanation for why the difference exists. 
American English

British English 
 Reason for difference

Omelet

Labor

Mold

Mustache

Wagon

Aluminum

Pajamas

Carburetor

Jewelry

Skeptic

3. You may be familiar with phonics, the method of teaching literacy by enabling students to match individual letters with the sounds they represent and so read a word by decoding it. Although phonics was developed over a century ago, it has gone in and out of practice in American schools. Research at least one other method used to teach literacy and then write a report comparing/contrasting the two methods. 
