Nlcar data – explanatory note

This data set is described on pages 5 and 6 of the book, where the definitions of the variables are given.

The file is a Windows ANSI file. It consists of 2820 lines or rows, which correspond to the records of a budget survey in the Neterlands in 1980. Each row contains six numbers that represent the variables enumerated on page 6 of the book, as follows:

1. private car ownership status – a single integer which can take the values 0, 1, 2 or 3.

2. INC or income per equivalent adult, in guilders per annum, a real number with four decimal places.

3. SIZE, household size in number of equivalent adults, a real number with one decimal place;

4. AGE, in five-year groups, an integer from 1 to 12;

5. URBA, in classes, an integer from 1 to 6;

6. BUSCAR, a dummy variable, 0 or 1.

Further transformations of these numbers will be needed for most analyses. Binary and multinomial dependent car ownership variables must be constructed from the first variable, and for the analyses given in the book both INC and SIZE must be converted into logarithms. In addition most analyses require that a unit constant is added to each record. 

