Exercises to be used with Barber, Beal and Shaw (2009) The English Language: a Historical Introduction
These exercises are designed to facilitate inquiry-based learning and introduce readers to resources that are either freely available or available in most institutional or public libraries. 

Chapter 9: Late Modern English

Exercise 9.1: Grammars and Prescriptivism (pages 215-221)

This part of chapter 9 discusses the role of eighteenth-century grammarians in codifying the language. There has been an upsurge of interest in this issue recently, with many scholars seeking to re-evaluate grammars such as Robert Lowth’s Short Introduction to English Grammar (1762) in a more positive light, or at least to base judgements on evidence from the actual texts. This exercise involves examining eighteenth-century grammars to see what the grammarians actually wrote about what have since become contentious issues and then comparing the evidence with that presented in popular accounts of eighteenth-century ‘correctness’.

Find the text of an eighteenth-century grammar such as Lowth’s Short Introduction to English Grammar or Priestley’s Rudiments of English Grammar. If your institution subscribes to Eighteenth-century Collections online, you will find many eighteenth-century grammars there. If not, you will find some of them on Google books (http://books.google.co.uk) or on Archive.org (www.archive.org). (Note: you may not find the first edition of the grammar, but you should use the earliest one you can find and make a note of the date and which edition it is).  If you are doing this exercise in a large class, it would be interesting to have groups of students looking at different grammars and comparing their findings.

Look for what the grammarian you have chosen says about:

· Preposition stranding (putting a preposition at the end of a sentence)

· Multiple negation 

· Multiple comparison (‘more prettier, most prettiest’)

· Split infinitives

Enter the name of your chosen grammarian in a search engine such as Google and look at some of the sites. Does what is said about the grammarian there contradict what you have found?

Look at what is said about the linguistic features listed above in a modern descriptive grammar such as Huddleston and Pullum’s The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language. How do the statements made here differ from those in the 18th-century grammar(s) you have studied?
Exercise 9.2: Scientific Vocabulary (pages 229-231)

These pages deal with the effect of science and scientific writing on the vocabulary of English in this period. The exercise encourages students to find their own examples of this and to see where the lexical innovations originate, both in terms of etymology and the sources of first citations. This exercise works well in a class where small groups of students each choose a different period to investigate and then bring their results to compare in class.

Using the OED online, use the ‘Advanced Search’ facility to find out the following:

· How many words were first cited in each of the following periods: 1701-1720; 1721-1740; 1741-1760; 1761-1780; 1781-1800; 1801-1820; 1821-1840? (Enter each range of dates into the first text box and from the drop-down menu select ‘first cited date’) Make a note of the totals and produce a graph showing the different rates of innovation in each period.

· Choose one of these periods. Repeat the first step, but in the second text box write ‘Latin’ and then choose ‘Language name’ from the drop-down menu. This is not foolproof, but should give you an approximate idea of which words have a Latin etymology. Print out or save the list.

· Repeat this entering ‘Greek’ and ‘French’ in the text box. 

· Compare the numbers of words found from Latin, Greek and French respectively.

· Look at the lists of Latin, Greek and French derived words. How many of them are ‘scientific’ in each case (if in doubt, look up the words in OED online)?

· The last column in each list of words gives the source of the citation. For example, the verb ablute meaning ‘to wash oneself or part of the body’ is first cited in 1703, from J. Moyle’s Experienced Chirurgeon. Do certain texts appear several times? If so, try to find out something about them and their authors. 

Note: the OED online search facility is not foolproof. Your search for language names may bring up some words that clearly have different etymologies. If you suspect t this is the case, look the words up and examine the full etymology. 

