Exercises to be used with Barber, Beal and Shaw (2009) The English Language: a Historical Introduction
These exercises are designed to facilitate inquiry-based learning and introduce readers to resources that are either freely available or available in most institutional or public libraries. 

Chapter 10: English as a world language

Exercise 10.1: Phonology of ‘Outer Circle’ varieties of English (pages 252-3)

These pages outline very briefly some of the characteristic pronunciations of ‘Outer Circle’ varieties such as Nigerian English and Indian English. This exercise encourages students to identify some of these features, but also to explore the wide variation in pronunciation of ‘Outer Circle’ Englishes.

The Speech Accent Archive (http://accent.gmu.edu/) provides samples of speakers of English from a wide range of countries and linguistic backgrounds all reading the same passage. This allows users to compare accents of ‘Inner’ and ‘Outer’ circle varieties.

· Go to http://accent.gmu.edu/ and click on ‘Search’ 

· Under ‘Place of Birth: Country’ select ‘India’

· Click ‘Find’

· The list of speakers provided will be arranged according to the linguistic background of the speaker, their gender, and their place of residence. 

· Click on one of the speakers whose linguistic background is listed as ‘English’. Listen to the recording and look at the transcription, then do the same with a speaker of the same gender and from the same region with a different linguistic background.

· Are any of the following features found in either or both speakers: no distinction between /v/ and /w; stressed pronunciation of suffixes/ prepositions; insertion of /(/ or /e/ before intial /sp, st, sk/.
· What other features are noticeable?

· Repeat the exercise choosing ‘Nigeria’ under ‘Place of Birth: Country’. In this case, there are no speakers whose linguistic background is ‘English’, so instead choose two speakers with different linguistic backgrounds.

· Look for the following features:  lack of distinction between /(/and /i:/; /t,/d/ for RP / (,(/; absence of /ə/
Once you have become familiar with this website and its search engine, you can search for speakers in other ‘Outer Circle’ countries and note features of pronunciation that differ from RP. You can also use the ‘native phonetic inventory’ search to compare the sounds in these inventories with those used in English by speakers of these languages.

Exercise 10.2: British and American English grammar and vocabulary (pages 254-8).


These pages deal very briefly with some of the differences between Standard British English and American English. It is suggested that these differences are minor and that ‘British speakers and writers are increasingly using the American variants instead of or alongside the British ones’ (255). This exercise involves the use of corpora of British and American English to investigate the extent to which ‘British’ or ‘American’ variants are used by speakers and writers in each country.

Go to http://www.americancorpus.org/ to access the Corpus of Contemporary American English and to http://corpus.byu.edu./bnc/ to access the BYU-BNC British National Corpus. The first of these was created by a team led by Dr Mark Davies of Brigham Young University and currently contains more than 385 million words. The second is a version of the British National Corpus (100 million words) with an interface designed by Dr Davies. Both are freely available and have the same user-friendly interface. When conducting searches in these corpora and comparing results, remember that the Corpus of Contemporary American English is almost four times larger than the BYU-BNC.

Look up each of the following pairs of words/ phrases in each of these corpora: gotten/ got; dove/dived; snuck/sneaked; fall/ autumn; spelled/ spelt..  

For each form:

· Choose ‘List’ from the display menu

· Write the form in the box marked ‘words’ under ‘search string’

· Click ‘Search’

· Compare the numbers of each form that are found in each corpus. Does this confirm what is written in The English Language about one form being ‘British’ and the other ‘American’?

Then:

· Choose ‘compare words’ and ‘Sort: relevance’ from the display menu

· Write the two forms in the pair in the two boxes highlighted in green under ‘search string’

· Click ‘Search’

This will provide lists of occurrences of the two forms arranged according to the context in which they are used. Consider the contexts in which the ‘American’ form is or is not used in the BYU-BNC or the ‘British’ form is used in the Corpus of Contemporary American English.

Once you have familiarized yourselves with these corpora, you will be able to refine these searches by restricting searches to certain sections of the corpora, such as spoken usage or newspapers. You can also choose ‘chart’ from the display menu, which will show the proportion of occurrences in each section and, for the Corpus of Contemporary American English, in each time period from 1990 to 2008.

