Chapter 5
Ideas for Further Research and Writing
1. One area of current research into grammar lies in animal communication. Once linguists believed that the human capacity for language separated people from animals, but now research into animal communication is bringing that particular barrier into question. In the 1970’s, primatologist Sue Savage-Rumbaugh taught bonobos to point at pictograms to express a particular desire or emotion. The apes then learned to string images together to create “sentences.” More recently, in 2006, Timothy Gentner, Kimberly M. Fenn, Daniel Margoliash and Howard C. Nusbaum have discovered that European Starlings can distinguish complex syntactical patterns previously believed to be unique to human language. Read at least three recent articles (published since 2001) about research in the area of animal communication and grammar. Next, write a report summarizing your readings and then explaining your own, more-informed, stance. Does human language seem to be different from animal communication, or do humans simply use more language rather than using a different kind of language?  
2. Teaching grammar in the public schools is a complex issue. Explore some of the methods of teaching grammar being currently used by examining a few different grammar textbooks for elementary, middle or high schools in your area. You might find samples of these texts in the Education section of your college library. Prepare a report that summarizes the methods used in these textbooks to teach grammar and then evaluates the methods in terms of what you’ve learned in Chapter 5.  Also be prepared to discuss your findings with your class. 
3. Complaints about the “incorrect” language of today’s youth are easy to find in newspaper and magazine articles, letters to the editor, editorials, and so on. And complaints like this are easy to find for previous generations as well. Every generation seems to disapprove of how the next generation is using language. Find at least two complaints like this that focus specifically on grammar. Then write a response to them, using the knowledge that you now have about what grammar is and how American English grammar works. 
