Chapter 9
Additional Exercises

1.  Using on-line resources, learn about the dialect of Tangier Island, VA, a small language community whose members use a pronunciation, vocabulary, and syntax very different from those of other American English dialects. In a one-page paper, explain why the Tangier residents have been able to retain the unique features of their language and why they express fears about eventually losing their language, a very real threat.
2. Imagine you are a teacher of a culturally-mixed group of students in an elementary school. Write down some ideas you would have for ways in which you could introduce Standard American English (the desired language for academic use) without degrading the students’ home dialects.

3. Recall a situation in which you were unfamiliar with the jargon being spoken (perhaps when in a class, in an encounter with a professional, while reading instruction, etc.). Write down your impressions of that experience: How did it make you feel to be the outsider? What opinions or attitudes did you have about those who either were using the jargon or had written it? Discuss your writing with the rest of your class.

