
Key 
 
Key to jvHj
sDrsr


1 oHj+
oDj+
ozj:
rHs+
rDs+
rzs:
sHm+
sDm+
szm:
rHmc+
rDmc+
rzmc:
sqHj+
sqDj+
sqzj

2 oHs+
oDs+
ozs+
oPs+
oTs+
oUs:
rsHj+
rszj+
rsPj+
rsUj:
gHs+
gzs+
gPs+
gUs:
gzj+
gPj+
gTj+
)gUj:


gHc+
gDc+
gzc+
gPc+
gTc:
sHj+
)sDj+
szj+
sPj+
sTj:
rkHo+
rkzo+
rkPo:
qHj+
qDj+
qzj+
qPj+
qTj+



qUj


3 jh9+
j@9+
jN9+
jt9+
j29:
sh9m+
s@9m+
sN9m+
st9l+
s29m:
roh9j+
ro@9j+
roN9s+
rot9j+
ro29s:
jh9o+
j@9o+


jN9j+
jt9o+
j29u


4 oh9s+
oHs+
oDs+
ozs+
o@9s+
oPs+
oN9s+
oTs+
ot9o+
oUs+
o29s:
kh9j+
kHj+
kDf+
kzj+
k@9j+
kPj+
kN9m+
kTj+

)kt9j+
kUj+
k29j:
lh9j+
)lHj+
)lDf+
lzj+
l@9j+
lPj+
lN9m+
mTj+
lt9m+
lUj+
l29j













!Djro29s+
!zcu29s+
qt9!sh9m+
!okzrHc+
!rjvPkHc+
!lN9eh9m+
!akzja29c+
!rh9rHj+
!r29uHr+
!okN9cHsr+







!v29kot9k+
!g@9sa29m+
!jkPjv29j+
!rsPofzo+
!f29keqDmc+
!v29jeN9r+
!eTsaN9k
sh9l+
!eUm
o@9j


5 dHk+
`Hk+
NHk:
adH+
a`H+
aNH:
)jdHs+
j`Hs+
jNHs:
sqdH+
sq`H+
)sqNH:
odHms+
o`Hms+
oNHms

6 m`T+
m?T:
s`Tm+
s?Tm:
rs`Ts+
rs?Ts:
e`Tmc+
e?Tmc+
edHmc+
e`Hmc:
e`Tk+
e?Tk+
edHk+
e`Hk+
eNHk

7 sH?+
sD?+
sT?:
lH?+
lD?+
lT?:
roH?+
roD?+
roT?:
roh9c+
roH?c+
roDc+
roD?c:
ah9c+
aH?c+
aDc+






aD?c:
eh9c+
eH?c+eDc+
eD?c

8 SHMj+
rHMj+
yHMj:
!DSHjr+
)!DrHjr:
sh9S+
sh9C+
sh9y:
rh9C+
rh9r+
rh9y:
rHo+
yHo+
RHo:
rh9o+
Rh9o+
sRh9o+




cYh9o:
)l@9y+
l@9R+
l@9sR+
l@9cY:
kh9r+
)kh9y+
kh9R+
kh9sR+
kh9cY:
!rh9y?+
!rh9Y?+
j?l!o?Ty?+










j?l!o?TY?:
adHy+
adHY:
!kDcY?+
!kDY?:
!ldHcY?+
!lDY?


 
Key to place names 
1 za?!ch9m+
!j@9cHe+
!c@9ah+
!Dchmaq?+
!DjrHs?+
!eTk?l+
!fkzyf?T+
!fkPrs?+
!gUk+
!kUmc?m+
!kHu?ot9k+


kh9cy+
!rUmc?k?mc+
!rvPmyh+
!vTrs? 
2 !a29lHM?l+
!a?Tksm<+
!aqHrsk<+
!HorvHsR+
!cY29yh+
!lzmsR?rs?+
!mit9jzrk<+
!mPqHsR+
!mPsHM?l+












!qPC?q?l+
!RDeh9kc+

r`TS!gzlos?m+
rs?Tm!gDmcY+
!vPRHMs?m+
mit9
!iN9j 


Key to compound checks 
1 !sh9$rot9m+
!jPeh
$jUo+
!cHm?
$okdHsr+
!kUmsR
$aPjr+
!rUo?
$s`Hl:
$?Tu?!cUm+
$Umc?!mh9S+
$g@9c









!aNHkc+
$g@9e
!adHjs+
$RN9s
!sRdHmcYc  
2 !`H?T$reH?+
$a`H!Pk?cYh:
!DjvH$mPjr+
$DjvH!kHaqh?l:
!ozq?$kzMfvHcY+
$ozq?kHM!fvHrsHj:













!r`Hj?T$o@9S+
$r`h!jPk?cYh:
!e?T$mh9l+
$ePm?!kPcYHj?k 


Key to names and places 
!czl
!aq`Tm
 
 !cdHuHa
!aDj?l
 
 !kHY
!idHsr

!cYPl
!oN9k
 
 !cdHuHf
!jzl?q?m
 !qPcY?q
!DkHr

!cYPl
!lHksm<
 
 !a29sq?m
!qUrk<
 
 !kN9q?q
!zRkH

!jzSqHM
!jTjr?m

 !qPmk<
!qdHf?m
 
 !kh9cY
iT!m`HsHc+
,?c

!cPM
!jvHjr?s
 
 !qdHl?l
!azjrs?

 !vDr
u?!cYHmh?

!q`H?M
!fHfy
 
 !?Tk
!sqze?c
 
 !qHe
!uzkh



Key to accents

Please note that it will not always be absolutely clear whether differences from SESP will be simply 
instances of phonetic realization (transcribed with square brackets) or actual cases of phonological 
difference (transcribed with slant brackets), without further data and analysis. Nevertheless, an attempt 
is made to make such a distinction on the evidence to hand; the brackets types might not, therefore, be 
absolutely correct in every case. 
 
An American accent 

1. lick   .kHj.
ZkH>jç\
Notice that his articulation is relatively slow and careful, 
making his short vowels sound rather long. This is true for all the short vowels. The narrow 
transcription includes the phonetic realization of final /k/ and will not be repeated below for 
every instance. 

2. leg  .kDf. 
3. lack  .k`j.
Notice he does not use the closer [z\
here. 
4. lock  .kPj.
Notice he does not use any form of Z@\
here. 
5. look  .kTj. 



6. luck  .k?j.
Notice that he does not use the opener ZU\ of SESP. 
7. leak  .kh9j. 
8. lark  .kU¢j.
Notice that he uses a central vowel here, quite different from the next 

item. The <r> is sounded as an approximant. 
9. palm  .o@9l.
Zoç\ The initial /p/ is aspirated, as in the following items. 
10. pork  .oN¢j.
As in item 8, the vowel is short before Z¢\- 
11. Paul  .oN9k.
As in item 9, the vowel is relatively longer without Z¢\-
Z4\- 
12. Luke  .kit9j.
There is a hint of [j] between /l/ and .t9.- 
13. blew  .akit9. 
14. lurk  .k?¢j.
Notice that the vowel is short before Z¢\- 
15. earth  .?¢S. 
16. waist  .vdHrs.
Zsç\ 
17. lake  .kdHj. 
18. like  .kUHj.
Notice that he uses ZU\
as the starting point of the diphthong; 

compare item 8. 
19. void  .uNHc. 
20. know  .mnT.
Notice how he uses a closer starting point for this diphthong. 
21. load  .knTc. 
22. loud  .k`Tc. 
23. pier  .oh¢.
Notice that the vowel is short before Z¢\- 
24. pair  .oD¢. 
25. poor  .oN¢. 
26. coffee  .!jPeh.
See item 4. 
27. Fiona  .eh!nTm?. 
28. Louise  .kt!h9y. 
29. farmer  .e@¢l?¢.
Note that his vowels tend to be short before Z¢\- 
30. drama  .cq@9l?.
Z¢“\- 

 
London  

1. lick   .kHj.
ZkH>jç\ 
2. leg  .kDf.
ZkDf‡\
Notice the devoicing of final Zf\- 
3. lack  .k`j.
Notice the very open quality of the vowel; not Zz\- 
4. lock  .kPj. 
5. look  .kTj. 
6. luck  .kUj. 
7. leak  .kh9j. 
8. lark  .k@9j. 
9. palm  /o@9l.
This time the vowel sounded more central than back: Z@‘9\- 
10. pork  .oN9j. 
11. Paul  .oN9v.
Final /l/ has been replaced by [w]. 
12. Luke  .kt9j.
Notice the slight diphthongization: ZTt\- 
13. blew  .akt9.
Zit9\- 
14. lurk  .k29j. 
15. earth  .29S. 
16. waist  .vdHrs.
Notice that she does not use the Cockney Z`H\- 
17. lake  .kdHj. 
18. like  .k`Hj.
The diphthong starting point is more central, like item 9. 
19. void  .uNHc.
ZunHcfi\ 
20. know  .mUT.
The diphthong starting point is more open than SESP. 
21. load  .kUTc. 
22. loud  .k`Tc.
The diphthong starting point is more front than SESP. 
23. pier  .oh9?.
Zoçh9&?\
Two syllables! 
24. pair  .oD9.
Not a diphthong, but a long monophthong! 
25. poor  .oN9.
Similar to item 11, but without the final close lip rounding. 
26. coffee  .!jPeh. 



27. Fiona  .eh!Utm?. 
28. Louise  .!kt9h9y.
Stress is placed on the first syllable, so that it does not contain the 

weak vowel /u/. 
29. farmer  .!e@9l?.
See item 9. 
30. drama  .!cq`9l?.
Rhymes with item 29. 

 
West Country 

1. lick  .kHj.
ZkH>jç\ 
2. leg  .kDf.
ZkDf‡\
Notice the devoicing of final Zf\- 
3. lack  .k`j.  
4. lock  .kPj. 
5. look .kTj.
The vowel is fronted: ZT‘\
or even
Z∫\- 
6. luck .kUj. 
7. leak  .kh9j. 
8. lark  .k@9¢j. A long vowel + Z¢\- 
9. palm .o@9l. 
10. pork .oN9¢j. 
11. Paul .oN9v.
Like the Londoner, final /l/ has been replaced by [w]. 
12. Luke .kt9j.
Zk∫9>jç\
The vowel is fronted as in item 5. 
13. blew .akt9.
Zak∫9\ 
14. lurk .k29¢j.
See item 8. 
15. earth .29¢S. 
16. waist .vDhrs.
The diphthong starts more open and ends more close. 
17. lake  .kDhj. 
18. like  .k`hj.
The diphthong starts more central Z`’\ and ends more close. 
19. void .unhc.
The diphthong starts more close and ends more close. 
20. know .m?t.
The diphthong ends more close. 
21. load .k?tc. 
22. loud .k`tc.
The diphthong starts more front and ends more close. 
23. idea  .`h!ch?k.
The diphthong starts more close. Final /l/ is added. 
24. pair  .oD9¢.
A long vowel + Z¢\; see items 8 and 14. 
25. poor .oN9¢.
A long vowel + Z¢\; see items 8, 14 and 25. 
26. coffee .!jPeh. 
27. Fiona .eh!?tm?. 
28. Louise .kt!h9y. 
29. farmer .!e@9¢l?. 
30. drama .!cq@9l`.
The final weak sounds more [a]-like than Z?\- 

 
Midlands 

1. lick  .kHj.
ZkH>jç\ 
2. leg  .kDf.
ZkDf‡\
Notice the devoicing of final Zf\- 
3. lack  .k`j. 
4. lock  .kPj. 
5. look .kTj. 
6. luck .k?j.
a closer vowel quality than in SESP, almost ZT\- 
7. leak  .kh9j. 
8. lark  .k`9j. 
9. palm .o@9l. 
10. pork .oN9j. 
11. Paul .oN9v.
Similar to the London and Bristolian accents. 
12. Luke .kt9j. 
13. blew .akt9. 
14. lurk .k29j. 
15. earth .29S. 
16. waist .vDHrs.
.kDf.
 The diphthong starts more open. 



17. lake  .kDHj. 
18. like  .k@Hj.
 The diphthong starts as a back articulation. 
19. void .unHc.
The diphthong starts more close. 
20. know .mUT.
The diphthong starting point is more open like the Londoner. 
21. load .kUTc/ 
22. loud .k`Tc.
The diphthong starts as a front articulation; compare with item 18! 
23. pier  .ohU.
The diphthong starts more close and ends more open. 
24. pair  .oD9.
Not a diphthong, but a long monophthong. 
25. poor .oNU. 
26. coffee .!jPeh. 
27. Fiona .eh!UTmU. 
28. Louise .kt!h9y.  
29. farmer .!e@9lU. 
30. drama .cq@9lU.
Rhymes with item 29. 

 
North of England 

1. lick  .kHj.
ZkH>jç\ 
2. leg  .kDf. 
3. lack  .k`j. 
4. lock  .kPj. 
5. look .kTj. 
6. luck .kTj.
Identical to item 5; that is why he hesitates: he himself realizes that 

they are identical! 
7. leak  .kh9j. 
8. lark  .k`9j.
A front vowel! 
9. palm .o`9l.
See item 8. 
10. pork .oP9j.
A much more open vowel; either ZN”9\
or
ZP“9\- 
11. Paul .oP9k.
Z4\- 
12. Luke .kit9j. 
13. blew .akit9. 
14. lurk .k29j. 
15. earth .29S. 
16. waist .vdhrs.
The diphthong ends more close. This is true of all the following 

closing diphthongs. 
17. lake  .kdhj. 
18. like  .k`hj. 
19. void .uNhc. 
20. know .mnt.
 
21. load .kntc. 
22. loud .k`tc. 
23. pier  .oh9?.
Two syllables. 
24. pair  .oD9. 
25. poor .oP9.
See items 10 and 11. 
26. coffee .!jPeh. 
27. Fiona .eh!ntm?. 
28. Louise .kt!h9y. 
29. farmer .e`9l?.
The strong vowel is front; see items 8 and 9. 
30. drama .cq`9l?.
Rhymes with item 29. 

 
Scotland 

1. lick  .kHj.
ZkH>jç\ 
2. leg  .kDf.
ZkD9f\
A much longer vowel before the voiced consonant. 
3. lack  .k`j. 
4. lock  .kPj. 
5. look .k∫j.
The vowel is fronted, i.e. more central. 



6. luck .kUj. 
7. leak  .kh9j. 
8. lark  .k@¢j.
Z@‘\
i.e. more central, and shorter than SESP. 
9. palm .o`9l.
Notice that she uses a front vowel here, compared to item 8. It also 

seems to be longer than that vowel. 
10. pork .oN¢j. 
11. Paul .oN9k.
Z4\- 
12. Luke .k∫j.
Seems to be identical to item 5. 
13. blew .akt9. This time the vowel seems back; maybe because it is final? 
14. lurk .k2¢j. 
15. earth .D¢S.
The vowels are different in items 14 and 15. 
16. waist .vd9rs.
A monophthong. 
17. lake  .kd9j. 
18. like  .k`hj.
The diphthong ends more close. 
19. void .uNhc.
 
20. know .mn9.
A monophthong. 
21. load .kn9c. 
22. loud .k`∫c. 
23. pier  .oh9¢.
The vowel sounds relatively long in items 23-25. 
24. pair  .od9¢. 
25. poor /o∫9¢. 
26. coffee .!jPeh. 
27. Fiona .eh!n9m`.
The final weak vowel has a definite [a] quality. 
28. Louise .t!h9y. 
29. farmer .!e@¢l?¢.
See item 8. 
30. drama .!c3`9l`.
See items 9 and 27. Note the flap Z3\. /r/ seems to be the 

approximant Z¢\
in syllable-final position, and Z3\
syllable-initially. 
 
Wales 

1. lick  .kHj.
ZkH>jç\ 
2. leg  .kDf. 
3. lack  .k`j. 
4. lock  .kPj. 
5. look .kTj. 
6. luck .kUj. 
7. leak  .kh9j.  
8. lark  .k@9j.
No hint of rhoticity! 
9. palm .o@9l. 
10. pork .oN9j. 
11. Paul .oN9k.
Z4\- 
12. blue .akt9. 
13. blew .akHt.
A phonological contrast between these two items. 
14. lurk .k29j. 
15. earth .29S. 
16. waist .vdhrs.
The diphthong ends more close. 
17. waste .vd9rs.
The contrast is not so clearly marked as in items 12/13. 
18. like  .k`hj.
The diphthong ends more close. 
19. void .uPhc.
The diphthong starts more open and ends more close. 
20. know .mnt.
The diphthong starts more close and ends more close 
21. no  .mn9.
another phonological contrast! 
22. loud .k`tc.
The diphthong starts more front and ends more close. 
23. pier  .oh9?.
The diphthong starts as a long close vowel. Two syllables. 
24. pair  .oD9.
A long monophthong. 
25. poor .ot9?.
See item 23. 
26. coffee .!jPeh. 



27. Fiona .eh!n9m?.
The final weak vowel has a more ZU\
quality. 
28. Louise .kt!h9y. The weak vowel sounds quite long: possibly Zt9\- 
29. farmer .!e@9l?. 
30. drama .!cq@9l?.
Rhymes with item 29. 

 
Northern Ireland 

1. lick  .kHj.
ZkH>jç\ The /l/ sounds a little dark: Z4\; the vowel sounds a little 
more central than in SESP: Zî\- 

2. leg  .kDf.

The vowel is considerably longer than in SESP: ZD9\- 
3. lack  .k`j. 
4. lock  .kPj. 
5. look .kTj. 
6. luck .k?j.
 The vowel .?.
is treated as a strong vowel in her accent. 
7. leak  .kh9j. 
8. lark  .k@9¢j. 
9. palm .o`9l.
A noticeably different vowel from item 8; perhaps the presence of 

<r> there contributes to its back quality, whereas <r> is not present here. 
10. pork .oN9?j.
A clear glide towards Z?\
after the long vowel, but not strong enough 

to constitute an additional syllable. 
11. Paul .oN9k.
No glide in this case. 
12. Luke .kTj.
Similar, if not identical, to item 5; compare with the Scottish voice for 

a similar situation. 
13. blew .akit9.
A clear contrast with item 12. 
14. lurk .k29¢j. 
15. earth .2¢S.
 Same vowel as item 14, but seems shorter. 
16. waist .vd9?rs.
See item 10. 
17. lake  .kD9j.
A long monophthong. 
18. like  .k`Hj. 
19. void .uNhc.
The diphthong seems to end more close. 
20. know .mnt.
The diphthong starts more close and ends more close. 
21. load .kntc.
Same as item 20. 
22. loud .k@∫c.
The diphthong seems to end more central. 
23. pier  .oh9¢.
A long vowel + Z¢\-
 
24. pair  .o29¢.
A long vowel + Z¢\- 
25. poor .on9¢.
A long central vowel with lip rounding + Z¢\- 
26. coffee .!jPeh. 
27. Fiona .eh!ntm?. 
28. Louise .kt!h9y. 
29. farmer .!e@9¢l?¢.
Weak vowel + Z¢\- 
30. drama .cq`9l?.
See item 9; weak vowel without Z¢\
as item 27- 

 
Africa 

Vowels generally seem to be short unless before continuant consonants (fricatives, laterals and 
nasals) and in final position. 

 
1. lick  .khj.
Zkhjç\

The vowel quality is closer than SESP. Glottal reinforcement is 

a feature of native English speakers; it is not so evident in this voice. 
2. leg  .kdf.

The vowel quality is closer than SESP: Zd”.D“\-
 
3. lack  .k`j. 
4. lock  .kPj. 
5. look .ktj.
The vowel quality is closer than SESP.  
6. luck .kUj. 
7. leak  .khj.
The vowel appears to be identical to item 1. 
8. lark  .k`j.
The vowel appears to be identical to item 3. 
9. palm .o@9l. 



10. pork .oNj.
The vowel is short. 
11. Paul .oN9k. 
12. Luke .kitj.
The vowel appears to be identical to item 5, apart from the initial 

semivowel. 
13. blew .akit9. 
14. lurk .kUj.
The vowel appears to be identical to item 6. 
15. earth .U9S.
The vowel length is marginally longer than in item 14. 
16. waist .vdhrs.
The diphthong ends more close than SESP. 
17. lake  .kdj.

The vowel is short. 
18. like  .k`hj.
The diphthong ends more close than SESP. 
19. void .uNhc.
The diphthong ends more close than SESP. 
20. know .mnt.
The diphthong starts more close and ends more close. 
21. no  .mn9.
A monophthong; a phonological contrast with item 20. 
22. loud .k`tc.
The diphthong ends more close than SESP. 
23. pier  .oh?.
The diphthong starts more close than SESP. 
24. pair  .od?. The diphthong starts more close than SESP. 
25. poor .oN?.
The Z?\
is just about discernible. 
26. coffee .!jPeh. 
27. Fiona .eh!n9m?. 
28. Louise .kt!h9y. 
29. farmer .e`9l?.
 
30. drama .cq`9l?.
Rhymes with item 29. 

 
India 

1. lick  .kHj.
ZkHjç\

Glottal reinforcement is a feature of native English speakers; it 
is not so evident in this voice either. 

2. leg  .kDf. 
3. lack  .kzj.
The vowel sounds rather longer than the other short vowels. 
4. lock  .kPj. 
5. look .kTj. 
6. luck .kUj. 
7. leak  .khj. 
8. lark  .k@9¢j. 
9. palm .o@9l.
Zo\ is unaspirated. 
10. pork .oN9j.
No
Z¢\ seems to be present here. 
11. Paul .oP9k.
The vowel is more open, possibly because of the lack of Z¢\- 
12. Luke .kt9j. 
13. blew .akt9. 
14. lurk .kU¢j.
Faint Z¢\ seems to be present here. 
15. earth .U¢S. 
16. waist .Od9rs.
A long monophthong. /w/ is labio-dental. 
17. lake  .kd9j.
Again, a long monophthong. 
18. like  .k`hj.
The diphthong ends more close. 
19. void .Onhc.
The diphthong ends more close. /v/ is an approximant rather than a 

fricative, and is identical to the initial consonant in item 16; the SESP phonological 
contrast between /w/ and /v/ is not maintained. 

20. know .mn9.
A long monophthong. 
21. load /kn9c.
Again, a long monophthong. 
22. loud .k@tc.
The diphthong ends more close. 
23. pier  .o`h3.
Zo\ is unaspirated. Final <r> is the tap Z3\- 
24. pair  .od93.
As item 23. A long monophthong. 
25. poor .on93.
As item 24. 
26. coffee .!jPeh.
Zj\
is unaspirated. 
27. Fiona .eh!n9mU.
The final weak vowel has a more open quality. 
28. Louise .kt!h9y.
Zyfi\
is devoiced. 



29. farmer .!e@93l?¢.
Notice the two <r>s; they do not match their distribution in items 
8, 15 and 23-25: perhaps they are interchangeable (freely varying). 

30. drama .c3@9lU.
 
 
A foreign accent 

1. lick  .khj.
Zkh>jç\

The vowel quality is closer than SESP.  
2. leg  .kUf.

A very different vowel quality   Zf‡\
Notice the devoicing of final Zf\- 
3. lack  .k`j. 
4. lock  .kPj. 
5. look .ktj. 
6. luck .kUj. 
7. leak  .khj.

A short vowel, identical to item 1. 
8. lark  .k@j.
A short vowel. 
9. palm .o@9l. 
10. pork .oNj.
A short vowel. 
11. Paul .oN9?.
Final
/l/ realized as Z?\; two syllables. 
12. Luke .ktj.
A short vowel, identical to item
5. 
13. blew .a?kt9.
[?] represents the open transition between the  first two consonants. 

The vowel is marginally longer, probably because of its final position. 
14. lurk .k2j.
A short vowel. 
15. earth .2S.
A short vowel. 
16. waist .vdrs.

A short vowel. 
17. lake  .kdj.

A short vowel. 
18. like  .k`Hj. 
19. void .uNHc. 
20. know .mnT.

The diphthong starts more close. 
21. load .knTc.
Zc´\
is unreleased. 
22. loud .k@?c.
The diphthong ends more open and central. 
23. pier  .oh?.

The diphthong starts more close. 
24. pair  .o`H¢.
A very different vowel quality, with Z¢\- 
25. poor .oT¢. 
26. coffee .!jNeh.
The strong vowel is different from item 4. 
27. Fiona .eh!nTm@.
The final weak vowel has a definite Z@\
quality. 
28. Louise .!kth9y.
Zyfi\
is devoiced. 
29. farmer .!e@9l?¢
.
 
30. drama .!cq@9l?.
The weak vowel has a different quality to those in items 27 and 

29. 
 
General remarks 
Short vowels 

1. lick 
2. leg 
3. lack 
4. lock 
5. look 
6. luck  

There was a relatively high level of consistency of vowel qualities among the native speakers of 
English. The vowel in lack was consistently very open, with no instances of the Zz\
quality, even from 
the American speaker. The vowel in lock was also consistently a fully open rounded vowel. There was 
some variation in the vowels of look and luck; for one speaker no phonological contrast was 
discernible. Those who speak English as a second or foreign language tended to have closer 
articulations of the vowels in lick and look. 
 
Long vowels 

7. leak 
8. lark 
9. palm 



10. pork 
11. Paul 
12. Luke 
13. blew 
14. lurk 
15. earth 
16. waist 
17. lake 
18. like 
19. void 
20. know 
21. load 
22. loud 
23. pier 
24. pair 
25. poor  

Rhoticity affected the length of vowels before /r/; otherwise there was a high level of consistency 
among native speakers of English of vowel length (quantity). As for vowel qualities, there were a 
number of instances, among both native and non-native speakers,  of differences between lark/palm, 
between Luke(blue)/blew, between waist/lake(waste), and between know/load(no), in some cases 
constituting a phonological contrast. One speaker distinguished the vowels of lurk/earth. 
 
Many of the SESP diphthongs become monophthongs for both native and non-native speakers of 
English; native speakers generally retain full length, but the non-native speakers do not. Closing 
diphthongs generally end closer than in SESP. Centring diphthongs show the least consistency: in non-
rhotic accents, pier has a closer start and is often ‘converted’ into two syllables; pair has become a long 
monophthong; poor is most often a long monophthong of ZN9\
quality; and rhotic accents have either 
long or short vowels before a final ‘r’. 
 
Weak vowels 

26. coffee 
27. Fiona 
28. Louise 
29. farmer 
30. drama 

The weak vowel /i/ has consistently a close quality [i] in final as well as medial position. /u/ is also 
close. Final .?. varies according to rhoticity; the non-rhotic version was often more open than SESP, 
for many native and non-native speakers. 
 
 
Key to whole texts 
 
1 Goldilocks 
'"
=
Transcribed as in the accompanying recording; other, SESP, speakers may well use a different 
form in these words.) 
!vPmsr"
?oPm
?
!s`Hl
C?
v?y
?
!kHsk<
!f29k
!jN9k
!f?TkchkPjr
"!vPm
!cdH
Rh
!vDms
eq
?
!vN9j


Hm
C?


!vTcy
!N9k
a`H
?!rDke
?m
!zY
Rh
!vN9j
c`Tm
"!vPl
"!ozS
Rh
!rN9q
?
!m`Hr
!g`Tr


!rHmsR
Rh
v?y
!eTk
?u
jiT?qh!Pr?sh
Rh
!vN9j
jk?Tr
!a`H
?m
!m?TsHr
C?s
C?
!cN9
v?y
?
kHsk<
?!cY@9
Rh
!mPj

a?s
C?
v?y
m?T
qH!ok`H
Rh
!jN9kc
?m
C?
v?y
!rsHk
m?T
qH!ok`H
?l
aH!jPY
Rh
v?y
r?T
!jiT?qh?r
Rh


cH!r`Hc?c
s?
!oh9o
Hm!r`Hc
!CD?
Rh
!rN9
?
!sdHa?k
?m
!Pm
C?
!sdHa?k
C?
v?
!Sqh9
!a?Tky
?u
!oPqHcY
?
!aHf

"vPm
?
!lHck<r`Hy
"vPm
?m
?
!kHsk<
"vPm
?!fdHl
aHjPY
Rh
v?y
r?T
!jiT?qh?r
Rh
!zjsR?kh
!sTj
?


!rot9meTk
eq?l
C?
!aHf
"vPm
a?s
Hs
v?y
!st9
!gPs
!r?T
Rh
!sTj
?
!rot9meTk
eq?l
C?
!lHck<r`Hy
"vPm

a?s
Hs
v?y
!st9
!j?Tkc
?m
!CDm
Rh
!sTj
?
!rot9meTk
eq?l
C?
!kHsk<
!a?Tk
?m
!Czs
v?y
!cYUr
!q`Hs
?m
Rh


!sTj
?!mUC?
!rot9meTk
aH!eN9
Rh
!qH?k`Hyc
Hs
Rh
c
!h9sm<
Hs
!N9k
!Uo
Rh
!eDks
jv`Hs
!eTk
?m
cH!r`Hc?c
s?
!rHs


Hm
"!vPm
?u
Ch
!h9yh
!sRD?y
C?
v?y
?
!aHf
!sRD?
a?s
Hs
v?y
!st9
!g@9c
C?
v?y
?
!lHck<r`Hy
!sRD?
a?s


!Czs
v?y
!st9
!rPes
?m
!CDm
C?
v?y
?
!kHsk<
!sRD?
?m
!Czs
!eDks
!cYUr
!q`Hs
a?s
Rh
!kh9m
!q`Hs
!azj
?m
Hs


j?!kzors
!zY
Rh
!oHjs
?!rDke
!Uo
eq?l
C?
!ekN9
Rh
!m?TsHr
C?
!rsD?y
?l
!ah9HM
?
uDqh
!jiT?qh?r
!kHsk<



f29k
Rh
!vDms
!Uo
?m
!CD?
Rh
!e`Tm
!Sqh9
!aDcy
?
!aHf
"vPm
a?s
Hs
!eDks
!st9
!g@9c
?
!lHck<r`Hy
"vPm





a?s
Hs
!eDks
!st9
!rPes
?m
?
!kHsk<
"vPm
C?s
!rt9s?c
g?
!m`Hrkh
?l
aH!jPY
Rh
!eDks
r?T
!jUles?a?k
Rh
!eDk

?!rkh9o
Hm
C?
!lh9ms`Hl
C?
!Sqh9
!aD?y
qH!s29m
s?
CD?
!g?Tl
?m
v?
r?!oq`Hy
s?
!e@Hm
C?
!eqUms
!cN9


!v`Hc
!?To?m
!e@9C?
!aD?
v?y
h9u?l
!lN9
r?!oq`Hy
s?
!e`Hm
C?s
!rUla?ch
?c
!sdHj?m
?
!rot9meTk
?u


Hy
!oPqHcY
"!rUlvPmy
ahm
!h9sHM
l`h
!oPqHcY
h
!jN9kc
?m
"!rUlvPmy
ahm
!h9sHM
!l`h
!oPqHcY
rDa


!lUC?
!aD?
?m
!rUlvPmy
ahm
!h9sHM
!l`h
!oPqHcY
?m
!h9s?m
Hs
N9k
!Uo
rDa
!adHah
!aD?
?m
"!rUlvPmy

ahm
!rHsHM
Hl
l`H
!sRD?
rDc
!e@9C?
!aD?
?m
"!rUlvPmy
ahm
!rHsHM
Hl
!l`H
!sRD?
rDa
!lUC?
!aD?
?m


"!rUlvPm
!rzs
Pl
!l`H
!sRD?
?l
!aq?Tj
Hs
!jq`Ha
!adHah
!aD?
vDk
!gt9y
ahm
Hm
@9
!g`Tr
v@hk
vh


v?q
!N9k
!`Ts
CdH
@9rs
`Hl
!f?THM
s?
!kTj
Uo!rsD?y
rDc
!e@9C?
!aD?
!gdH
"!rUlvPmy
ahm
!k`HHM
Pl


l`H
!aDc
h
!jN9kc
?m
"!rUlvPmy
ahm
!k`HHM
Pl
!l`H
!aDc
rDa
!lUC?
!aD?
?m
"!rUlvPmy
ahm
!k`HHM

Pl
!l`H
!aDc
?m
Rhy
!rsHk
!CD?
"!ezrs
?!rkh9o
rDa
!adHah
!aD?
gHy
!uNHr
!v?Tj
?q
!Uo
Rh
!rzs
!Uo
Hl


!aDc
?m
!eq`Hs?l
a`H
C?
!r`Hs
?u
C?
!aD?y
Rh
!cYUlo
!c`Tm
!qzl)
"!ozr
C?l
!c`Tm
C?
!rsD?y
!`Ts

?u
C?
!g`Tr
!azj
Hms?
C?
!vTcy
?m
!N9k
C?
!vdH
!g?Tl











')
In the accompanying recording, the speaker does not in fact change /n/ to /m/ because of a slight 
hesitation.) 
 
2 Travelling to Italy 
vhu
!ah9m
st
)!Hs?kh
?
!jUok
?u
!s`Hly
vhu
!cqHu?l
!a?TS
!s`Hly
`H
c?Tm>
!l`Hm
!cq`HuHM
`H
!qH?kh


jv`Hs
Dm!cYNH
Hs
a?s
Hm
!C?Ty
!cdHy
it
gzc
!N9k
!cHeq?m>
!jUq?msrhy
vh
!rsdHc
?Tu?
!m`Hs
Hm


)cUM!j29j
?l
!odHc
e?
!aDc
?l
!aqDje?rs
Hm
!eqDmsR
!eqzMjr
!CDm
vh
!cq?Tu
s?
)!aDkcY?l
?l
!odHc

e?
!lHalN9mHM
!jPeh
Hl
!aDkcY?m
!eqzMjr
?m
CDm
!Pm
Hms?
!kUjr?la29f
vh
!aN9>
!oDsq?k
!CD?
aHj?y

Hs
v?y
!sRh9o?
?m
!r?T
vd
!it9y
!CD?
!jUq?msrh
?m
vh
!rsPo
eq
?
!oHjmHj
!CD?
!st9
?m
!CDm
Hm
Ch


"!zes?mt9m
vh
!cq?Tu
!Pm
Hms?
)!cY29l?mh
!gzc
r?l
!et9c
!zmc
?e
!jN9r
vh
!gzc
s?
!odH
e?
!Czs
Hl

!l@9jr
!eN9
!cHeq?m>
!jUq?msrhy
a`H
!sh9
s`Hl
vh
!rsdHc
vHC
?
!eqDmy
!ezlkh
Hm
!rUC?m
!cY29l?mh
?m

C?
!ePk?THM
!cdH
!jqPr
C?
!aN9c?q
Hms?
)!rvHsr?k?mc
?m
!CD?q
?e
!jN9r
vh
!it9yc
!rvHr
!eqzMjr
!CDm


!?Tu?q
Hmst
!Hs?kh
vD?
vh
!gzc
s?
!rs@9>
!it9yHM
H!szkH?m
!kh9q?
!rHjr
!jUq?msrHy
Hm
!st9
!cdHy


vh
!mit9
?e
!jN9r
aH!eN9
vh
!rs@9s?c
C?s
vh
v?c
!mh9c
!N9k
!CHr
!r?T
vh
a
!aN9s
?
!aHs
?u
!h9sR
a?s
!Pm
C?

!vdH
!azj
vh
j?m!u29s?a
!aH>
a`H
!aHs
!N9k
C?
!jUq?msrh
C?>
vh
!vTcm<>
!mh9c
?!fdHm
!sRdHmcYHM
!N9k
@9

!kh9q?q
Hms?
!rvHr
!eqzMjr
?m
CDm
!N9k
!Czs
Hms?
!cY29l?l
!l@9jr
!jv`H>
!jqdHyh
?m
vh
!oqPa?akh


!kPr
!jv`Hs
?
!ah>
!Cz>
!vdh
a?>
!m`T
CdH
!it9y
!iT?q?Ty
!N9k
C?
!vdH
Hj!rDo
!rvHsr?k?mc
Hsr
!r?T


lUsR
!h9yh?
?m
r?T
i?
!c?Tm>
!kt9y
r?
lUsR

 
3 9/11 
vh
v?q
!`jsR?kh
Hm
?!lDq?j?q
?s
C?
!s`Hl
-
?
vh
k
!N9kvdHy
qH!lDla?
Ch
H!kDu?mS
?u
rDo!sDla?q
?u

!jN9r
-
vh
v?
!rsdHHM
vHC
!eqDmy
Hm
)!rzm
eqzm!rHrj?T
-
vh
a
!oTs
@9
)!cYPm?S?m
-
Pm
?
!okdHl


!azj
st
)!Dk
!dH
-
?
-
aHjPy
"gh
!gzc
s?
!fDs
-
!azj
e?
"gHy
"!jkzr?y
-
a?s
vh
!jTcm<>
!gDko
a?s


!SHMj
!CDm-
?s
C?
!s`Hl
-
!g`T
!kzjr
CD?q
`H!cH?q
?u
rH!jiT?q?sh
vPy
-
i?
!m?T
gh
!zjsR?kh
!Pe?c
Hy


!j?Ts
s?
C?l
?m
!?To?mc
Hy
!azf
?m
!r?T
Pm
-

a?s
CdH
cY?r
!vdHuc
Hl
!Sqt9
-
?y
He
h
v?y
-
!jzsRHM

?
!aUr
-
?m
`H
qH!lDla?
!SHMjHM
!CDm
-
!Czs
!vTcm<>
!gzo?m
Hl
!aqHsm<
-
!mPs
!h9u?m
HM
!j@9cHe
-
i?


!m?T
!cYUr
k`Hj
-
i?
!m?T
-@9

!kHsk<
!D?oN9s
k`hj
!j@9cHe
-
!Czs
v?y
Ch
-
!Czs
v?y
C?
"!lUmcdH


!lN9mHM
-
?m
CDm
!Pm
Ch
-
!Czs
v?y
C?
"!lUmcdH
!H9umHM
-
!CDm
Pm
C?
!sRt9ych
!lN9mHM
-
`H
!fPs
!Uo
-

?m
!vDms

s?
!ldHj
?
!jUo
?
!sh9
-
i?
!m?T
-
s?
!fDs
!f?THM
Hm
C?
!lN9mHM
-
)!jzq?m
@9
!eqDmc
-
v?y


N9k!qDch
!Uo
-
?m
v?y
?a`Ts
s?
!f?T
Pe
!cYPfHM
-
!vDm
C?
v?y
?
!e?TM
jN9k
-
?m
!zY
Rh
v?y!sN9jHM
Pm

C?
!e?Tm
-
Rh
!rvHsR
C?
sDk?!uHY?m
Pm
-
?m
@h
!SN9s
!Cz>
v?y
!rsqdHmcY
-
it
!c?Tm>
!mN9l?kh
!s29m
C?

-
!sh9uH
!Pm
-
vDm
iN9
!sN9jHM
s?
!rUla?ch
Pm
C?
!e?Tm
-
vDk
Hs
v?y
g?
!gUya?m
)!cYHl
-
!gh9
c
!g29c
-

?u
?
"cH!yzrs?q
Hm
)mit9
!iN9j
Pm
Hy
!vdH
s?
!v29j
-!mP>
!m?THM
jv`H>
!vP>
v?y
!gzomHM
-
?m


!CD?q
Pm
C?
!rjqh9m
-
vh
!rN9
"!vPm
?u
C?
!s`T?y
-
!akdHyhM
?!vdH
-
?m
C?
v?y
?
!rsqPM
r?!roHR?m
-


C?>
!CHr
v?y
m?T
!zjrHcm<s
-
?m
CDm
!Pm

C?
!rjqh9m
-
!jdHl
Chr
!rDj?l
!okdHm
-
!kTjHM
?y
He
H>
v?y

!gDcHM
cH!kHaq?>kh
-
"z>
Ch
"z>
Ch
!UC?
!s`T?
-
?m
!CD?
aH!eN9
l`H
!uDqh
!`Hy
-
C?
l?Trs
?!oN9kHM


cH!yzrs?
v?y
Um!e?TkcHM
-
`H
!jN9k
)!R@9k?s
-
l`H
!v`He
-
s?
!jUl
?m
!rh9
-
Rh
c
!rsHk
ah9m
Hl
!aDc
-


!vdHsHM
e?
!Cz>
!jUo
?
!sh9
-
i?
u
fPs
?
qH!lDla?
-
C?>
!rzm
eqzm!rHrj?T
y
?a`Ts
-
!Sqh9
!`T?y


aH!g`Hm
mit9
!iN9j
-
r?T
!vDm
H>
v?y
!sDm
?Tu?q
Hm
mit9
!iN9j
-
Hs
v?y
!?Tmkh
?
Hs
v?y
!?Tmkh
!rDu?m

vD?
!vh9
v29
-
r?T
!CD?
vh
!v29
-
C?
!Sqh9
?u
"?y
-
!vPsRHM
CHr
!gPq?a?k


"cH!yzrs?q
Um!e?TkcHM
Pm

sh9!uh9
-
!R@9k?s
?l
lh
?M
!jzq?m
-
?y
`H
rDc
!cYHl
?f
!fPm
Pe
s?
!v29j
!29kh
!Cz>
!lN9mHM
-
vDk
Hs


v?y
HM!jqDc?a?k
-
vh
v?
cY?r
!rsUl
a`H
Hs
N9k
-
vh
cY?r!jTal<o
aH!kh9u
vP>
vh
v?
!vPsRHM
-
Hs


v?y
!lN9q
?u
?
!gPq?
eHkl
"Czm
qh!zk?sh
-
?m
!CDm
C?
!e29r
!s`T?
!jqUla?kc
-
!CHr
v?y
-
!lN9
"Czm

?
!aza
!lt9uh
-
?m
!CDm
Ula?!kh9u?akh
C?!rDj?m
!s`T?q
?y
!vDk
-
`H
!rsHk
qH!lDla?
C?
!gPq?
-
?u


!vPsRHM
Hs
!N9k
!gzo?m
!zy
Hs
!gzo?mc
-
?m
C?
!fqdHs
-
!aHk?THM
?u
!cUrs
?m
!rl?Tj
-
!oN9qHM
c`Tm





C?
!rsqh9sr
?s
?
!eq`HsmHM
!roh9c
-
?m
!CDm
?u
!jN9r
C?
v?y
C?
!oDms?f?l
!okdHm
!st9
-
?m
C?
s?!qHeHj



cDu?!rsdHR?m
!CD?
!st9
-
C?
v?y
?
!eN9S
!g`HcYzj
!okdHm
-
?m
vh
!k29ms
?u
C?
g?!q?THj
!De?sr
Pu
"Ch
-

!ozr?mcY?y
-
!m?THM
C?>
CdH
v?
f?THM
s?
!c`H
e?q
?
-
e?
!r29sm<
-
a?s
CdH
!rh9y
C?
!g`HcYzj?y
-
?m


!qzl
C?
!okdHm
-
Hms?
C?
!fq@Tmc
-
a?s
!Pe
!s@9f?s
-
!oh9o?k
"?!rit9l
C?s
Hs
v?y
!gDcHM
s?vN9cy


)!vPRHMs?m
-
vh
!rz>
!CD?
-
aH!vHkc?c
-
!rsUmc
-
?Tu?!jUl
vHC
C?
!o`T?q
?u
Hs
N9k
-
!r?T
!lUsR
s?


sdHj
!Hm
-
!N9k
?u
H>
!rszf?qHM
-
vh
!rzs

CD?
!r`Hk?ms
-
"?to?l!l`TCc
-
!RPjs
-
vh

qH!ldHM
!jv`H?s

!N9k
!lN9mHM
-
?m
!CDm
C?
!e29r

e?!szk?shy
v?
ah9HM
!mdHlc
-
!C?Ty
!okdHmy
-
?a
ah9m
Pm
CD?
!vdH
st


!Dk
!dH
-
?m
!rzm
eqzm!rHrj?T
-
r?T
C?
l?!cYPq?sh
?u
C?
!cDc
-
v?
-
!k?Tj?k
!lDm
?m
!vHlHm
-
CD?


!mdHly
v?q
?!oH?qHM
Pm
?
!lt9uHM
!k`Hm
?>
C?
!aPs?l
?u
C?
!rjqh9m
-
!oqzjs?jkh
!N9k
?u
C?l


!k?Tj?k
!oh9o?k
-
Hs
v?y
cY?r
!r?T
!cqDce?k
-
!jzq?m

"gzc
!gzc
C?
!cdH
!Pe
-
a?>
Rh
cH!r`Hc?c
s?


!f?T
hms?
!rjt9k
!kdHs?q
!Pm
-
Rh
y
?
!rjt9k
!j`Tmr?k?
-
?m
!eDk>
C?>
Rh
!RTa
ah
!CD?
s?
!gDko
-
!vh9
!kDes

hm
Ch
)zes?!mt9m
-
`H
!fP>
!oDsq?k
Hm
CD?
!k?Tj?k
!fzqHcY
-
C?
v?Y
cY?r
CHr
!N9e?k
!H?qh
!r`Hk?msr


?lUM
C?
!oh9o?k
-
Hs
v?y
?y
He
C?
!g?Tk
!rHsh
?f
!fPM
!jv`H?s-
!?T
!vPs
?
!cdH
!Cz>
vPy

"
Transcribed as in the accompanying recording; other, SESP, speakers may well use a different form 
in these words. 
 
In the final two texts, [>] is used as an alternative to /t/ before an immediately following consonant (see 
pp. 63, 91 and 119). 
 
 


