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ID
Tomb  
Name Date Location Description Inscription In Situ Finds References

 1 Funerary 
enclosures

late 1st–4th 
c. CE

Al-Bass Cemetery funerary enclosures (10–21); satellite imagery 
and on-site inspection by the author have 
revealed a minimum of six tomb complexes 
to the southeast of the published collection, 
two in the northwest, and at least one near 
the southeast corner of the circus; area 
around 110 x 50 m; these tombs appear to 
be part of the al-Bass cemetery and remain 
unexcavated; it is unclear how far the tombs 
continue to the north, east, and south 
underneath the modern settlement; the total 
surface area could include more than 2.5 ha, 
extending 395 x 30–60 m to the north of the 
road and 384 x 15–40 m to the south; given 
the average sizes of the funerary buildings, 
this area perhaps held between ten and 
twenty-one tombs

– – de Jong 
2010, 602

 2 Inscription 
391

1st c. CE? Al-Bass Cemetery? stele with inscription Greek: “Courage Bassa, 
no one is immortal” 

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 
158–159, 
fig. 391

 3 Sarcophagus 1 Roman Al-Bass Cemetery? 
(intersection of 
roads to Tyre, 

large sarcophagus in gray marble with lid, 
decorated with acroteria; rosettes on lid; small 
cross was painted in blue and black; one short

Greek (two words), text 
not available

– Le Lasseur 
1922b, 118
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Sarcophagus 
1 (cont.)

Mashouq and the 
southern coastal 
road)

side of box has inscription; the inscription 
and the cross were probably added later to 
this Roman sarcophagus (2.43 x 1.43 m)

 4 Sarcophagus 2 Roman Al-Bass Cemetery? 
(intersection of 
roads to Tyre, 
Mashouq and the 
southern coastal 
road), 500 m 
from the previous 
sarcophagus

large sarcophagus in gray marble with lid; 
poorly preserved

– – Le Lasseur 
1922b, 118

 5 Sarcophagus 3 – Al-Bass Cemetery? 
(near the gates of 
Tyre)

sarcophagus of kline-type, probably marble; 
poorly preserved

– – Will 
1946–1948, 
160

 6 Hypogeum 1 – East of Tyre, 
Khirbet Ibrahim 
Naçer, between 
Tyre and Bazouriye 
(6 km east of the 
monumental gate 
of Tyre)

hypogeum; the interior was decorated with 
painted garlands, birds, and a person (perhaps 
a horseman)

Greek, painted (text not 
available)

– Le Lasseur 
1922b, 123

 7 Hypogeum 2 3rd–early 
4th c. CE 
(?)

East of Tyre, Bursj 
esh-Shemali 
(between 1.5 and 
2.0 km east of the 
al-Bass Cemetery)

hypogeum with five lead coffins – – Chéhab 
1935, 64

O
nline Appendix Tyre C

at. 2.indd   2
02/06/17   4:48 PM



(cont.)

 8 Hypogeum 3 Roman or 
Byzantine

East of Tyre, Bursj 
esh-Shemali 
(between 1.5 and 
2.0 km east of the 
al-Bass Cemetery)

hypogeum with five or six lead coffins 
(#2–6); found in 1933 after clandestine 
excavations

– glass and 
medallions 
with chrism 
(found 
in one 
sarcophagus)

Bikai 1992, 
30; Chéhab 
1934a, 340

 9 Tombs – East of Tyre, Bursj 
esh-Shemali (al-
Awatin)

hypogea? (20+); a necropolis extended 
among the hills that border the plain of 
Tyre on the east side; several tombs with 
two or three rows of loculi (hypogea?) were 
reported; Renan recorded more than twenty 
of these tomb and mentions that the total 
number was far greater, but offers no further 
description or count

– – Renan 
1864–1874, 
589–590

10 Hypogea – East of Tyre, 
Ramali area (2.28 
km east of the al-
Bass Cemetery)

hypogea (2); image depicts a dromos leading 
to a square chamber with three sets of double 
stacked loculi in each wall (eighteen in 
total); also, traces of paint; perhaps the same 
hypogea as listed in Hakimian 1987 (fig. 2), 
with stacked loculi, paint on section above 
loculi, floral motives, and garlands

– – Hakimian 
1987, 205; 
Shibasaki 
et al. 2006, 
52–53, figs. 
3.19, 3.20; 
Takase et al. 
2003, 326

11 Tombs – East of Tyre, 
bottom and slope 
of Mashouk Hill 
(1.0–1.42 km 
east of the al-Bass 
Cemetery)

many tombs (funerary monuments); a group 
in the south had terracotta coffins; no further 
description is available

– – Renan 
1864–1874, 
584

O
nline Appendix Tyre C

at. 2.indd   3
02/06/17   4:48 PM



table 29 (cont.)

ID
Tomb  
Name Date Location Description Inscription In Situ Finds References

12 Sarcophagi – East of Tyre, on 
the road to Tell 
Mashouk 

several sarcophagi found half buried or 
underground; one had a Greek inscription

Greek, text not available – Jidejian 
1996, 24; 
Renan 
1864–1874, 
580–581

13 Tombs – South of Tyre, on 
the edge of the 
plain southeast of 
Tyre, close to the 
road leading to 
Kabr-Hiram

lots of caves (hypogea?) with arches/vaults 
(arcosolia?) with lead and terracotta coffins

– pieces of 
lead foil, 
lamps, glass 
bottles, other 
objects

Renan 
1864–1874, 
587–588

14 Sarcophagus 1 1st or 2nd 
c. CE

South of Tyre, on 
road to Nakoura

sarcophagus with seated female on lid and 
sculpture on sides

– – Jidejian 
1996, 168, 
169

15 Inscription 
383

– Northeast of Tyre, 
near the northeast 
entrance to the 
city

rectangular stele with rounded top, 
inscription on both sides

Latin, “Here lies 
Autronius Bassus, son of 
Caius, of the tribute of 
Faleria, native of Capua, 
carrier of standards of the 
cohort Italica milliaria”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 154, 
fig. 383

16 Inscription 
384

– Northeast of Tyre, 
near the northeast 
entrance to the 
city

rectangular stele with rounded top, 
inscription on both sides

Latin, “For Macer, 
native of Seria, quarter-
master(?) of the liburna 
Dauphin, his inheritor 
made this [monument]”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 155, 
fig. 384
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17 Sarcophagus 1 – Mahalib (Tyre 
region)

lead coffin – – Chéhab 
1934a, 339, 
fig. 1

18 Inscription 1 – Unknown cave (hypogeum?) with paintings and 
inscription on stele

Greek, “It is the doctor 
Antipatros who this 
unique tomb here 
shelters, with his father 
Hieronymos; he has 
died [left the dear light] 
at 20 years”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 
163–164

19 Stele 1 Roman? unknown stone stele depicting in high-relief a standing 
person with one hand raised, wearing a cap 
and long dress (or in two parts); the lower 
part had inscription in Greek; the stele was 
bought in Beirut, and said to be from Tyre; 
similar to stele from Tyre in Louvre (Seyrig 
1938), which is identified as from Sidon but 
came from a destroyed house in Tyre in 1880

Greek, mentions 
Apollodotos of Tyre 
(priestess)

– Parlasca 
1982, 7, fig. 
3.1

20 Inscription 
109

– unknown (perhaps 
near the northwest 
corner of the 
circus of Tyre)

rectangular stone stele with rounded top, 
inscription on upper half, leaf below text

Greek, “Place 
reserved for Iconion 
and Eucrates son of 
Theodosios”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 79, 
fig. 109

21 Inscription 
382

177/178 
CE

unknown rectangular stone stele with rounded top Greek, “26 years. 
Nikarous Thallousa, 
excellent and lamented, 
farewell, courage, no 
one is immortal. Year 
303 [177/178 CE]”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 
153–154, 
fig. 382

(cont.)
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22 Inscription 
393

– unknown limestone stele with relief of boy standing 
in aedicula with Corinthian columns; 
inscription below sculpture on stele

– – Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 
159–160, 
fig. 393

23 Inscription 5 Imperial 
Roman 

unknown piece of marble with inscription (0.15 x 0.11 
x 0.07 m)

Greek, “[I Cla]udianos 
[---], my father has 
buried me [---]”

– Rey-
Coquais 
1977, 5, pl. 
XLVII, 4, 
fig. 5

24 Inscription 6 Imperial 
Roman 

unknown piece of limestone with two inscriptions Greek, “[---] 15 years 
old”; text of second 
inscription not available

– Rey-
Coquais 
1977, 6, pl. 
L, 5, fig. 6

25 Inscription 
108

169 CE unknown inscription on short column of pink stone 
(diam. 0.14 m)

Greek, “To [---] 
excellent and lamented, 
farewell. The year 294 
in the month Loos, the 
20th [8 September, 169 
CE]”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 78, 
fig. 108

26 Inscription 
110

– unknown (perhaps 
north of the 
Roman road, west 
of the arch)

piece of white marble with inscription, 
reused

Greek, “[---] lamented, 
farewell”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 79, 
fig. 110
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(cont.)

27 Inscription 
111

– unknown (perhaps 
by or in the circus)

piece of draped marble bust Greek, “Farewell, 
Alexandros”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 79, 
fig. 111

28 Inscription 
147

– unknown painted stone fragment from unknown tomb, 
depicting two persons (one boy)

Greek (A, above 
painting), “Oh blessed 
conqueror, about you all 
mortals [say]: Zosimos, 
12 years old, went away 
among the gods, he was 
a dream”; (by image 
of boy), “the master 
gets angry”, “Zosimos 
leaves [wrestling 
term?]”, “the excellent 
Basilidias”, “lack of 
care”, Syntrophas fell”, 
“Zosimos takes off the 
serapiakon”; Other 
inscriptions in painting 
(?), B, “the master takes 
away”, C, “Zosimos was 
victorious (wrestling 
term?)”, D, “the 
excellent Basilidias”, 
E, “carefree”, F, 
“Synthropas falls”, G, 
“Zosimos snatches the 
serapiakon”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 
93–94,  
fig. 147
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29 Inscription 
395

– unknown no description, only a squeeze was preserved 
(?)

Greek, “Epaphroditas, 
farewell, you who has 
lived 68 years”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 160, 
fig. 395

30 Inscription 
396

– unknown no description, only a squeeze was preserved 
(?)

Greek, “Zenonis, 
excellent and lamented, 
farewell”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 
160–161, 
fig. 396

31 Inscription 
398

– unknown no description, only a squeeze was preserved 
(?)

Greek, “Paulina, 
farewell, you who has 
lived 5[---] years”

– Rey-
Coquais 
2006, 161, 
fig. 398
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