Phosphinothricin and its mode of action.
Phosphinothricin is an analog of glutamate.
It binds to glutamine synthetase to inhibit
the synthesis of glutamine. Bialaphos, an
antibiotic produced by a Streptomyces spe-
cies, is a tripeptide (phosphinothricinyl-ala-
nyl-alanine) that is converted into phos-
phinothricin by plant peptidases.
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