The sounds of Spanish

By José Ignacio Hualde

This CD contains oral renditions of many of the examples in the book. There are four speakers. One of them is the author, who is a speaker of the Northern-Central Peninsular Spanish variety (NPEN). The other three speakers are a female speaker from Buenos Aires (ARG), a male speaker from central Mexico (MEX) and a female speaker from northern Mexico (MEX2) .

A couple of notes are in order:

Both the Argentinian speaker and, especially, the male Mexican speaker  employ the sound [v] variably in words with the orthographic letter  v . Although this is not a feature of the colloquial Spanish of any monolingual region, it is found in the speech of some highly educated Latin Americans, especially in their reading style (as in these recordings).

Secondly, it should be noted that the Buenos Aires speaker consistently employs a voiceless fricative in words with orthographic y, ll, instead of the more conservative voiced variant that appears in the Argentinian transcriptions in the book.

