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Study Questions

Chapter 1
1. 
Why is it important to be objective when describing language?

2. 
Why do linguists seek to make generalizations about language?

3. 
How might our communication be different if the signs we used were not arbitrary?

4. 
How has observing the process of children’s language acquisition shaped linguists’ theories about how we learn language?

5. 
Why do most of us who learned a second language in school have a difficult time becoming fluent in that language?

Chapter 2

1. 
Why is defining “American English” such a complex question? 

2. 
How does language usage reflect social conflict? Explain at least two human activities that bring about language change. 

3. 
Why do language communities exist, and how might one differ from another? 

4. 
Why are language and identity interconnected? Be able to give specific examples illustrating this relationship. 

5. 
How does a language usage become privileged, and why is this an important concept to understand? 

Chapter 3

1.
 Identify two different ways that Americans combine morphemes together to create larger blocks of meaning.

2. 
Why are derivational morphemes more numerous than inflectional morphemes?

3.  
Identify and explain three ways that borrowings or loanwords benefit American English. 

4. 
Why are words formed through back formation frequently difficult to identify?

5. 
Identify and explain six ways in which words enter American English. 

Chapter 4

1. Why do linguists classify Old English as a synthetic language and Contemporary American English as an analytic language? 

2. Why are cognates significant when one is tracing the history of a language? 

3. Identify and explain three of the forces that cause language to change over time. 

4. What is the Danelaw, and why is it significant in the history of the English language? 

5. Why do English language scholars divide the early history of English into the Old English, Middle English, and Early Modern English time periods? Identify the different forces at work that change the language during these time periods. 

Chapter 5

1. How do linguists define the term “grammar?” How is this different from the popular (mis)understanding of the term?

2. Explain the three types of grammar--prescriptive, mental, or descriptive—and give an example of each. 

3. Explain the connection between American English grammar and Latin.

4. What are “phrase structure rules” and why are they significant to the study of grammar? 

Chapter 6

1. Why is identifying phonemes significant when studying a language’s phonology, and how does one identify them? 

2. Why do phonologists need to identify sounds by the place and/or manner of their articulation rather than by using the alphabet letter used to represent that sound? 

3. We’ve looked at language change in terms of morphology and syntax. Why do phonological rules change over time too? Give an example of such a change. 

4. Why does English, a Germanic language, use the writing system for Latin, a non-Germanic language? 

5. Explain three different ways the history of American English has affected its spelling system.  

Chapter 7 

1. 
Explain two of the cognitive processes that linguists theorize humans may use when making meaning from language.

2. 
Discus the differences found between prescriptive and descriptive dictionaries.

3.  
Although often derided for being indirect, euphemisms are very useful in speaking and writing. Explain how euphemisms may be useful, giving some specific examples.

4. 
Speech seems like one of the most natural, free, and spontaneous undertakings we do, and yet the chapter comments that we are usually bound by conventions when speaking. Explain why this is so and give some examples of conventions that rule our language.

Chapter 8

1. 
Explain how language stereotypes develop.

2. 
Discuss the historical relationship between immigration routes and dialect development in the United States.

3. 
Why do some Americans mistake Chicano English for a learner language?

4. 
What are two major theories of how African American English developed? Why is identifying the precise history of AAE difficult?

5. 
What are two explanations that account for the differences in language usage between males and females?

Chapter 9

1. 
What is the difference between overt prestige and covert prestige in dialect usage?

2. 
How does the debate over singing the National Anthem in Spanish reveal language and power issues?

3. 
Why may some groups prefer using slang over a more prestigious dialect?

4. 
Why doesn’t everyone use SAE all the time?

5. 
What is the relationship between immigration rates to the United States and Americans’ negative attitudes toward immigrants? 

6. 
Discuss some of the problems that have arisen in several states after enacting “English Only” laws.

Chapter 10

1. 
What are the similarities and the differences between first language and second language acquisition?

2. 
What are the differences between bilingual education and immersion programs?

3. 
Explain how historical trends regarding assimilation have affected bilingual education in the United States.

4. 
What are the major arguments in favor of using immersion programs for English language learning?

5. 
What linguistic evidence exists that suggests bilingual education works better than immersion programs in teaching English as a second language?

