Chapter 7 

Additional Exercises


1. Identify whether each of the following pairs of words is homonymic or polysemous.



a. log (to record)           log (a piece of wood)



b. rich (wealthy)           rich (filled with calories)



c. pal (noun)                 pal (verb)



d. smash (verb)            smash (noun)



e. kite (toy)                   kite (person)


2.  Explain what discourse conventions are not being followed in the following sets of conversations.



(On the phone)



First speaker: Hello?



Second speaker: Hi, Bobby. This is Sylvia. Is your mother there?



First speaker: Yeah, she is.



(8 second pause)



Second speaker: Uh, could I speak to her, please?



(At a conference between a teacher and a parent)



Teacher: Thank you for coming in today. I’d like to talk with you about Frances.



Parent: What’s wrong with her?



Teacher: I don’t think she’s working up to her full potential.



Parent: I don’t understand.



Teacher: She satisfies all requirements of her classes, yet she lacks those qualities

 that inform the most gifted students in our population.



Parent: So, she’s doing all her work. Good.

