Chapter 2
Additional Exercises

1. Since the early 1990s, the American Dialect Society has announced the annual “Word of the Year,” a word that has become prominent in that particular year because it indicates or reflects national discourse in the United States.  In the past few years other organizations around the world have also begun following this practice. A quick comparison/contrast of two selections for the same year illustrates the close link between a nation’s identity and that nation’s language. In 2007, the American Dialect Society named subprime as the Word of the Year, indicating the growing concern in America over its financial markets. But the Australian National Dictionary Centre chose me-tooism because it was a political buzzword in the Australian General Election of that year. Both words certainly were used in both countries, but the emphasis and emotional shadings attached to each word’s use were unique to each nation’s own language. Subprime originally was a banking term with a positive meaning, referring to the lower-than-prime interest rate offered to preferred customers. By 2007, though, the American use of subprime carried particularly negative implications, referring to a less-than-credit-worthy borrower rather than a good interest rate. And while Americans are certainly familiar with the term me-tooism, it would not immediately bring thoughts of national politics to their minds. 

Consider your knowledge about the American national discourse of this year. What have been major news stories, political events, national issues? What word would you nominate to the American Dialect Society as the Word of the Year? Write a rationale for your decision that would persuade others to vote for your choice. 
2. When one language becomes privileged over another, speakers want to learn and use the privileged language, which can have negative consequences for the non-privileged language. For example, it might become an endangered language, one that is no longer being used for everyday activities and taught to a next generation of speakers. In other words, it is fading from daily use and will most likely disappear within the next few decades. Scholars estimate that up to 50% of the world’s languages are endangered. Explain the social forces at work in each of the following scenarios that would encourage parents to privilege one language over another and so lead them to ensure that their children learn to speak this privileged language rather than the parents’ mother tongue: 

a. Apinajé is a native language currently spoken by roughly 1250 people living in Brazil, in the area where the Araguaia and Tocantins rivers come together. In the second half of the twentieth century, the area was inundated with migrant families from Europe and Asia, as well as other parts of South America, who relocated to work on two major highways being built there. Portugese is the official language of Brazil, used by a vast majority of the population.b. Franco-Provençal is spoken in central France, Western Switzerland and north-west Italy. It is endangered in France and Switzerland, used primarily by elderly speakers in rural areas, and potentially endangered in Italy because its use is rapidly declining.  (1)The few children who learn Franco-Provençal in France and Switzerland almost always change to using French once they enter school because that is a language officially recognized by both countries.  
(2) In Italy, Franco-Provençal speakers are migrating to other geographic areas in search of jobs. 

c. Today Chickasaw is spoken by about 600 Native Americans who live in south-central Oklahoma. During the 1830’s, the Chickasaw people were forced to move from Mississippi and Tennessee to the Indian Territory in Oklahoma among the Choctaw Tribe. Although the Chickasaw were originally an agrarian society, today they rely heavily on tourism for their income, running casinos, trading posts and travel plazas. 
