
Mesosphere

Stratosphere

Troposphere

Upper mantle

Mantle

Core
3470 km

6370
 km

Asthenosphere

~1
60

0 K
 Is

ot
he

rm

Hydrosphere (Ocean)
Oceanic crust

Li
th

os
ph

er
e

A
tm

os
ph

er
e100

0

–100

–200

Continental crust

FIGURE 2.1. The spheres of the

Earth. Inset on the lower right is a

section of the Earth showing the

core and mantle. The outer rind

comprises the lithosphere,

hydrosphere, and atmosphere,

shown in the main panel.


