
A
ge M
a

S
er

ie
s

ep
oc

h

S
ys

te
m

pe
rio

d

E
ra

th
em

er
a

E
on

ot
he

m
eo

n

Upper

C
re

ta
ce

ou
s

Lower

Upper

145.5+4.0–

99.6±0.9

161.2±4.0

175.6±2.0

199.6±0.6

228.0±2.0

245.0±1.5

251.0±0.4

Lower

Middle

Upper

Lower

Middle

Tr
ia

ss
ic

Ju
ra

ss
ic

P
ha

ne
ro

zo
ic

M
es

oz
oi

c

E
on

ot
he

m
eo

n
E

ra
th

em
er

a
S

ys
te

m
pe

rio
d

S
er

ie
s

ep
oc

h

A
ge M
a

Holocene
0.0115

Pleistocene

1.806

Pliocene

N
eo

ge
ne

Miocene

23.03

33.9±0.1

Oligocene

Eocene

58.8±0.2

65.0±0.3

Paleocene

5.332

P
al

eo
ge

ne

P
ha

ne
ro

zo
ic

C
en

oz
oi

c

E
on

ot
he

m
eo

n

E
ra

th
em

er
a

S
ys

te
m

pe
rio

d

A
ge M
a

Ediacaran
630Neo-

proterozoic

1000

Meso-
proterozoic

1600

Paleo-
proterozoic

Neo-
archean

2500

2800

Meso-
archean

3200

Paleo-
archean

3600

Lower
limit
not
defined

Eoarchean

A
rc

he
an

P
ro

te
ro

zo
ic

E
on

ot
he

m
eo

n
E

ra
th

em
er

a
S

ys
te

m
pe

rio
d

S
er

ie
s

ep
oc

h

A
ge M
a

Lopingian
260.4±0.7

Guadalupian

270.6±0.7

Cisuralian

299.0±0.8

C
ar

bo
ni

fe
ro

us

P
en

n-
sy

lv
an

ia
n

M
is

si
s-

si
pp

ia
n

318.1±1.3

359.2±2.5

Upper

Middle

Lower

385.3±2.6

397.5±2.7

D
ev

on
ia

n

Pridoli
416.0±2.8

418.7±2.7

422.9±2.5
Ludlow

Wenlock

Liandovery

S
ilu

ria
n

O
rd

ov
ic

ia
n Upper

Middle

Lower

Furongian

Middle

C
am

br
ia

n

Lower
542.0±1.0

513.0±2.0

501.0±2.0

488.3±1.7

471.8±1.6

480.9±1.6

443.7±1.5

428.2±2.3

P
ha

ne
ro

zo
ic

P
al

eo
zo

ic
P

er
m

ia
n

FIGURE 2.4. The geological time scale (stratigraphic chart), modified from the 2004 International Commission on Stratigraphy.


