Chapter 2
Ideas for Further Research and Writing
1. During the fall of 2005, the mass media reported on the “War on Christmas” conflict, a debate on the propriety of using the phrase “Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry Christmas.” Research the background of this controversy by exploring its history. When did these two phrases come in common use? Is “Merry Christmas” truly the more traditional saying, as media accounts implied, being pushed aside by the more politically correct “Happy Holidays”? Do these phrases belong to particular language communities or are both widespread? Who privileges which greeting and why? 
2. The first news reports after Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast of the United States in 2005 referred to those left homeless as refugees. Over the next few days, as the result of numerous comments and complaints, the label then changed to evacuees or to survivors. After exploring the historical meanings and uses of these terms, consider their usage after Katrina. You’ll want to find out who was applying these labels, as well as who was being labeled, in order to discuss the language communities being identified and/or privileged by these labels. Decide for yourself if you think these labels matter.
3. Set up an interview with someone who is of your parents’ or your grandparents’ generation. Have prepared ahead of time possible language communities that the person you’re interviewing does not belong to - for instance, this might be the language community of contemporary music heard on the radio, or the language of a certain technology sector, such as computers, or that of a certain age group, such as teen talk. Also prepare a vocabulary list of some words that may be used in these language communities, and show them to your interviewee. Ask the person his or her perceptions of these communities. Are the person’s opinions about the community as a whole shaped by opinions about its language? Or, vice versa, do his or her opinions about the language seem to be affected by the person’s view of the community as a whole? Note your interviewee’s answers and be ready to report your findings to the class. 
